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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
Whilst things at present appear to be very much “all quiet on the Western Front”, I must, once 
again, take this opportunity to remind you all that DUE TO HOLIDAY COMMITMENTS, 
THE JULY MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF THAT 
MONTH - 18th JULY - and not on the final Monday of the month as is our usual practice. 
 
It was pleasing to see a higher than usual attendance last month for Jamie Green’s excellent 
presentation and whilst conceding that a talk on Railways has, in past experience, brought forth a 
higher than usual audience, the return of some “old” faces from pre-pandemic days was most 
welcome, as was the number of newcomers. 
 
At the present time, our attendances are approximately 25% down on pre-Covid numbers, a 
situation faced, so I understand, by most branches across our Association. In the short term, this 
is not a concern and, as we enter the summer months, no doubt our numbers will fluctuate again, 
providing anyone attempting a holiday can work around the current chaos being seen at airports, 
and ferry terminals, the impending railway strikes and the potential re-emergence of Covid! Long 
term it is hoped that attendances will rise again and steps have already been taken to publicise our 
Meetings, particularly around the Wigston area, in an attempt to increase footfall. 
 
As always, the continued support of you, our loyal membership, is very much appreciated and I 
look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our forthcoming Meeting.  
 
D.S.H. 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

Venue: The Concert Room, The Elms Social & Services Club,  
Bushloe End, Wigston Magna LE18 2BA – 7 p.m. for a 7:30 start 

 

ALL WELCOME - THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANYONE TO BE,  
OR BECOME, A MEMBER OF THE WFA OR THE ELMS CLUB 

 

27th June 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: Dr Rodney Atwood  
 

Soldiers of God:  

British Chaplains on the Western Front  
 
A graduate of Cambridge University, Dr Attwood served for three 
years in the Royal Tank Regiment before embarking upon a lengthy 
career in education.  Since his retirement in 2003 he has written a 
number of military works, the most recent of which is a biography of 
General Rawlinson.   
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

JULY 
 
 

1st  1916 Western Front Battle of the Somme commences 

1st  1917 Eastern Front Kerensky Offensive 

2nd  1915 USA Bomb planted by German student explodes in Senate  

2nd  1916 Eastern Front Russian Offensive in Armenia 

4th  1918 Turkey End of Ottoman Empire – Sultan Mehmed VI ascends throne 

6h  1917 Arabian Front T E Lawrence captures Port of Aqaba from Turks 

7th  1916 Home Front Lloyd George made Secretary of State for War  

9th  1915 Africa Germany surrenders South West Africa to Union of South Africa 

9th  1917 War at Sea HMS Vanguard explodes at Scapa Flow killing 804 

9th  1918 Western Front James McCudden VC DSO & Bar MC & Bar MM killed in accident 

11th  1915 Africa SMS Konigsberg scuttled in the Battle of the Rufiji Delta  

11th  1916 Western Front Battle of Verdun - Germany launches offensive on Fort Souville  

14th   1916 Western Front Somme - Battle of Bazentin Ridge begins  

15th   1917 Western Front Attack on Hill 70 by Canadian Expeditionary Force 
15th  1918 Western Front Fifth German Offensive of Spring-Friedensturm  

18th   1918 Western Front Second Battle of the Marne begins 

17th  1917 Home Front King George V changes name of Royal Family to Windsor 

17th  1918 Eastern Front Russian Royal Family assassinated 

18th  1915 Italian Front Fifth Battle of the Isonzo 

18th  1918 Western Front US & French forces launch Aisne-Marne Offensive 

19th  1916 Egypt Turks attack Suez Canal  

19th  1916 Western Front French Flanders - Battle of Fromelles begins 

23rd  1916 Western Front Somme - Battle of Pozières begins 

24th    1917 Western Front Paris - Mata Hari stands trial for espionage 

26th  1914 Home Front 1st Lord of the Admiralty (Churchill) orders British Fleet to remain 

26th  1914  Southern Front Mobilisation in Austria 

26th  1918 Western Front Edward ‘Mick’ Mannock VC, DSO & two Bars, MC killed in action 

28th   1914 Southern Front Austria-Hungary declares War on Serbia 

29th  1914 Eastern Front Tsar Nicholas II orders partial mobilisation 

31st   1917 Western Front Third Battle of Ypres (Battle of Passchendaele) begins 
 

 

Remembering Serjeant John William Streets 
12th (Service) Battalion York & Lancaster Regiment  

“Sheffield Pals”  
(24th March 1886 – 1st July 1916) 

 

Born in Derbyshire, Streets worked as a miner before enlisting in the “Sheffield 
Pals” in August 1914. After service in Egypt, the Battalion was transferred to 
the Western Front, taking part in the opening offensive of the Battle of the 
Somme. Streets, who wrote poetry in his leisure time, was initially reported 
“missing and wounded”, with his body eventually being recovered and identified 
ten months later. His poems were posthumously published in 1917 under the 

title The Undying Splendour.     
 
3 



FROM SALISBURY PLAIN TO FLANDERS FIELDS    
by David Humberston  

 
With the 95th anniversary of the unveiling of the Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing fast 
approaching on 24th July, perhaps now is an appropriate moment to recount the story of the 
connection between that magnificent monument and another of equal fame but far greater age. 
For if, in 1927, the Menin Gate was very much a new memorial, the story of a far older one, the 
ancient circle of stones at Stonehenge on, of course, Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, is inextricably 
linked to its modern counterpart and the passing of one of the many “Missing”.  
 

Until Tudor times, Stonehenge stood on land belonging to nearby Amesbury Abbey before the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries saw the estate pass into the hands of the Seymour family, the Earls 
of Hertford, in 1540. Subsequently owned by Lord Carleton and the Marquis of Queensbury, in 
1824 ownership passed to landed gentry from Cheshire when Sir Edmund Antrobus, 1st Baronet 
Antrobus, purchased the Abbey and the accompanying land for £145,000. Ninety years later, his 
nephew’s grandson, the 4th Baronet, and also the 4th consecutive Sir Edmund, held both the title 
and the estate that accompanied it. 
 

 

Yet another Edmund, born on 23rd December 1886 in Eaton Square, 
London, was the only child of the 4th Baronet, then serving as a 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Grenadier Guards. Young Edmund was 
painted in the grounds of the Abbey at the age of eight by French artist 
Leo Malempre in 1895, part of this portrait being shown left. He was 
educated at Lyndhurst, Eton (which he left in 1904) and overseas in 
France before following his father into the Grenadier Guards in May 
1908, being commissioned the following September. 
 
In 1898, Sir Edmund had offered the British Government part of the  

Antrobus lands, including Stonehenge, at a price of £125,000. However, the Government chose 
to decline. Sir Edmund then enclosed the ruins and attempted to charge an entrance fee of 1/- 
(one shilling) from visitors to the site. Pickets and widespread protests resulted. In fairness to Sir 
Edmund, the purchase of part of Salisbury Plain by the Ministry of Defence in 1898 had a great 
impact on the area in general and the introduction of a road network and a railway station to nearby 
Salisbury brought a large increase in visitors to Stonehenge. As early as the 1880s several of the 
stones had been propped up with timber poles and concern for the safety of visitors grew when 
some of the stones fell down in 1900. The following year, Sir Edmund, with the help of the Society 
of Antiquities, had organised the re-erection of one of the tallest stones, then leaning at a 
precarious angle.  
 

Restoration – and its cost – was an ongoing project, as this 
photograph clearly illustrates. No doubt attempting to 
alleviate this on-going financial burden, Sir Edmund then 
approached the Druid community with the suggestion that 
they contribute to the cost of maintaining the site. The Druids 
were not impressed and apparently put a curse on the Baronet! 
Young Edmund, however, had other things on his mind. On 

27th July 1914, The Times announced his engagement to one 
Ruth Anstruther-Gray. Within a week, the military might of 
Germany had invaded Belgium and Great Britain was at war! 

 

 

4 



On 4th October 1914. Lieutenant Edmund Antrobus of No 4 
Company, 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards (shown right), left 
Lyndhurst Camp with his Regiment and sailed from 
Southampton. Their destination was Zeebrugge, which they 
reached on the 7th, from where they set off towards Bruges. As 
part of 20th Brigade, 7th Division, the Guards were originally 
destined to assist in the defence of the fortified city of Antwerp, 
into which the Belgian Army had withdrawn as early as 20th 
August and to which the Germans were now laying siege. By the 
time they arrived, however, the Belgian evacuation of the city had 
already begun and the entire Division was ordered to cover the  
retreating Belgian Army as it moved west, before following in their footsteps.  
 
Receiving orders on 12th October, the Grenadier Guards left Ghent and marched south-west, 
arriving at Thielt an hour after midnight. At 6.00 a.m. a German aeroplane opened fire on the town 
centre, provoking rifle fire from below. The aircraft, a Taube, was hit and came down in flames a 
mile away. The march of the Guards resumed, passing through Pitthem to Roulers, where rest was 
taken. The ancient town of Ypres was reached at 2.00 p.m. on the 14th. Here the Guards joined 
the remnants of the original British Expeditionary Force, who had fought their way north from 
the valley of the River Aisne in a series of leapfrogging movements, usually described as the “Race 
to the Sea”. With Belgian and French forces to the North, the British prepared to defend Ypres 
and, more importantly, the road running through it that led to the Channel Ports. The 7th Division, 
which included Edmund Antrobus and his Grenadier Guards, now found themselves in positions 
running in a semi-circle to the east of the town – the beginnings of the infamous “Ypres Salient”. 
 

 

 

On 20th October, The Grenadier 
Guards were holding a line 
running north from the village of 
Kruiseecke to the Menin Road. 
That afternoon, the Germans 
launched an attack and came 
within 200 yards of the British 
positions before being forced 
back. On the 21st they came again, 
but were again repulsed. Two days 
later, Lieutenant Antrobus was 
ordered to place his men behind 
those of The Border Regiment,  

The British front line of 20th October 1914. 

The position of the Grenadier Guards is circled 

but intense German Artillery fire forced them to abandon this position. Then another German 
assault on the 24th led to orders being issued for the Grenadier Guards to launch a counter-attack. 
Lieutenant Antrobus and his No 4 Company were ordered to pass through ground used for drying 
tobacco, which was thus littered with wire entanglements on which the plants were hung. Very 
quickly the men’s packs became caught on these wires and German machine gunners were not 
slow to take advantage of the situation. Alongside his Major and 100 of his men, Lieutenant 
Antrobus was shot down and killed.  
 
Edmund’s body was, according to one source, buried in the orchard of a nearby village. Subsequent 
destruction of the entire area in later fighting meant the grave could not later be found. His parents  
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were devastated by the death of their only child and Sir Edmund passed away on 11th February 
1915, less than four months after the death of his son. The title and the estate passed to Sir 
Edmund’s unmarried brother, Sir Cosmos. With no immediate heir now living, the entire estate, 
including Stonehenge, was sold at a public auction the following September.  

 
A local businessman, Sir Cecil Chubb, shown right, purchased 
Stonehenge for the sum of £6,600, apparently on a whim as he 
believed ownership of the stones should stay in British hands and 
prevent it being bought by a foreigner, dismantled and moved abroad.  
Some sources also state he purchased Stonehenge as a birthday gift for 
his wife who, apparently, was expecting a set of dining chairs and was 
less than pleased with his offering. On 26th October 1918, Chubb gave 
Stonehenge to the nation, the deed of gift including the condition that 

“the public shall have free access to the premises on payment of a 

reasonable sum per head not exceeding 1/- for each visit”. Whether 
the Druids placed another curse is not recorded! For his generosity,   
Chubb was made 1st Baronet of Stonehenge, with locals referring to him as “Viscount 
Stonehenge”. 
 
If no second curse was delivered, the first one certainly appears to have been remarkably effective. 
Within twelve months of cursing Sir Edmund, both father and son had died, quickly followed by 
young Edmund’s fiancée in 1916 at the age of 26. Only Sir Edmund’s widow survived to mourn 
her husband and son until her death in 1923. As a tribute to her late husband and son, she created 

the Lady Antrobus Trust, to house and maintain a sizeable collection of her personal belongings 
at Antrobus House, built in the Queen Anne style and opened in 1925. Now owned by the 
National Trust, this museum still displays a portrait of Lady Antrobus and two of Edmund, both 
used to illustrate this article. Memorials to the family and Edward’s fiancé can be found in St Mary 
& St Melor Church in Amesbury, with Edmund’s name appearing on the War Memorial in the 
churchyard.   
 

  
 
Young Edmund, shown above, is also remembered on a water fountain within the grounds of the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea and, as a talented cricketer, on the MCC Memorial at Lords Cricket ground. 
With no identified grave he has also, of course, been remembered amongst his fallen comrades on 
the Grenadier Guards panel of the Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing (shown above) since the 
monument’s unveiling 95 years ago . . . 
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FAREWELL TO “THE FLEDGLINGS”  
 
A recent acquisition from a Militaria shop in London was the 

Christmas and Victory issue of Roosters and Fledglings, the 
Monthly Journal of the Royal Air Force Cadets, a publication that 
ceased after this particular edition. The Editor celebrates this fact 

in his column, stating that “nothing in our useful and ornamental 

career becomes us so well as our end”. A brief history of the 
Journal then follows. 
 

Founded in June 1917 as The Fledglings and devoted solely to 
No 2 Wing of the Royal Flying Corps, the Journal published 
featured articles as well as shorter literary pieces, with 
contributions from Joseph Conrad and Bruce Bairnsfather, both 
associates of the Editor, Basil Macdonald Hastings, an author, 
playwright and journalist as well as an Officer in the Royal Flying 
Corps. With the formation of the R.A.F. in April 1918, the Journal 

continued for eight further months as Roosters and Fledglings, 

accomplishing, as described by the Editor “one of its principal 

objects, namely to form a link between all training stations of 

the R.A.F”. 

 

 
 

Roosters and Fledglings: 

the final edition 

 

 

With 64 pages, the content 
of the journal is substantial, 
and includes a number of 
cartoons, some in colour, 
including that on our cover 
this month. That shown 
left is representative of the 
humour of the day, a 
trainee balloon observer 
parachuting to earth, whilst 
consulting his training 

notes and exclaiming “now 

what do I do next?”. A 
series of character studies, 
seen right, is also included.    

  

 

The Journal’s editor, Basil Macdonald Hastings, 
seen left, had originally worked for the War Office 
for eight years before spending a further three as 

assistant editor of The Bystander (where the 
cartoons of Bruce Bairnsfather first appeared). 
After serving as a Corporal in the King’s Royal 
Rifle Corps, he served as a Second Lieutenant in 
the Royal Flying Corps. Post-war he returned to 
theatre before his premature death aged 46 in 
1928. His grandson is the author and historian, 
Max Hastings, seen right.  
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BROMPTON CEMETERY REVISITED    
by David Humberston  

 
A recent opportunity to pay a second visit to Brompton Cemetery in London brought forth, as 

anticipated, more material to share with readers of The Tiger. The Cemetery contains many 
military burials from the Victorian era onwards and, whilst possibly the most prominent of Great 
War graves is that of Reginald “Rex” Warneford, V.C. of the Royal Naval Air Service, a large pair 
of headstones nearby were the catalyst for this particular piece. 
 

  
    
Standing beside in a curbed family plot, the two headstones, shown above, bore the following 
inscriptions:  
 

 

 

 
 
Despite, therefore the grandeur of these tombs, it 
quickly became apparent that they marked but an 
empty grave and that further research was needed!   

 
Born on 30th July 1884 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Laurel Cecil Francis Oldfield was the son of 
English-born grocer Leonidas Oldfield and his Canadian wife, Katherine Lillian. Educated firstly 
at the United Services College, Westward Ho! North Devon and then Manitoba College in  
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Winnipeg, Canada, Laurel was residing in Upper Norwood, London by September 1899 when he 
began his four years at Dulwich College. He earned a scholarship in 1901, and the following year 
served as Secretary of the Science and Photography Society. After leaving in the summer of 1903, 
he went up to Lincoln College, Oxford, where he earned a 2nd Class in Natural Sciences, and also 
frequently played lacrosse for the university. After graduation he studied law at the Inner Temple, 

and in 1910 was called as a barrister. Shortly afterwards he had a book published, entitled The Law 

of Copyright, and was also at this time a Fellow of the Chemical Society. 
 
On the outbreak of war in the summer of 1914, Laurel enlisted in 
the Inns of Court Officer Training Corps and went on to gain a 
commission in the 12th Battalion, Rifle Brigade, raised in Winchester 
as part of Kitchener’s Volunteer Army of 1914. After initial training, 
the Battalion – now part of 60th Brigade, 20th (Light) Division -  
moved to Blackdown, Witley and Larkhill before departing for 
France on 22nd July 1915.   
 
After landing at Boulogne, they moved to the Fleurbaix area in 
French Flanders to undertake training in trench warfare. By now 
promoted to Captain, Laurel Oldfield and his men took part in a 
diversionary attack on the opening day of the Battle of Loos and he 
was killed in action that day, 25th September 1915.  

 
Laurel Oldfield 

 
Today, Laurel Oldfield is remembered on the War Memorial at Lincoln College, Oxford, where 
the Oldfield Scholarship was also founded in his honour, for students intending to become 
barristers after leaving Oxford. His body was buried in the Communal Cemetery at Estaires in 
northern France (Plot II, Row J Grave 6) where an original stone grave marker still remains 
alongside his C.W.G.C. headstone. No less than ten yards away, just outside of the military plot, 
stands a white cross marking the grave of his mother, Catherine, who passed away in southern 
France on 1st November 1921 and was brought north to rest near her son in accordance with her 
express wishes.  The stone bears a virtually identical inscription to that erected at Brompton 
Cemetery.   
 

 
Mother and son reunited: 

The graves of Captain Laurel Oldfield 

(above) and his mother, Catherine (right) at 

Estaires Communal Cemetery,  

Northern France  
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Another grave of interest is that of Lieutenant-Colonel Hugh 
Ferguson Montgomery, CMG DSO, a first cousin of the future 
Field Marshal Bernard Law Montgomery, Viscount Alamein. Born 
on 6th May 1880, Hugh Montgomery was the son of Reverend 
Ferguson John Montgomery and his wife Edith, who married in 
South Kensington in 1879 and later resided at Halse Rectory in 
Taunton. Educated at Marlborough College, Hugh showed 
promise as a cricketer, playing for Somerset between 1901 and 
1909 as well as representing the M.C.C. 
 
He began his Great War service in the Royal Marine Light Infantry, 
but in May 1916 was seconded to the General Staff as a Brevet 
Major at the Admiralty. Then appointed Secretary of the Cromarty 
Defence Committee, he served in that position for two years 
before transferring to a Staff appointment in France where he  

 
Hugh Fergison 

Montgomery 

served on the General Staff of 19th Division (as GSO) and was awarded the C.M.G, D.S.O. and 
the Cross of Chevalier of the Legion of Honour. Promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel, he was also 
Mentioned in Despatches on six occasions.    
 
In 1920, Montgomery was seconded to the British Army Intelligence Corps in Dublin during the 
Irish War of Independence. Part of what later became known as the “Cairo Gang”, allegedly so 
named because of common service in the Middle East, their objective was to conduct intelligence 
operations against prominent members of the I.R.A. with the intention of assassinating them. 
However, in a series of co-ordinated early morning strikes ordered by I.R.A. official Michael 
Collins on Sunday 21st November 1920, it was the Officers themselves who were murdered.   
 
Eight of the men on the I.R.A. hitlist were staying in 28 Upper Pembroke Street, including 
Montgomery but only six were present that morning. Between eight and ten I.R.A. volunteers 
attacked the house, including Mick O’Hanlon, a 22-year-old medical student from County Antrim. 
He and two other men were warned to expect resistance and were given an axe to break down 
doors and also a grenade. O'Hanlon’s specific target was Captain Brian Keenlyside, a decorated 
Great War veteran and his detailed recollections of the day would later be published. His part in 
the assassinations would later feature on British television when his grandson, actor and writer 

Ardal O’Hanlon took part in an episode of Who Do You think You Are? broadcast in 2008. 
 
In the event, Captain Keenlyside would be saved by the heroic efforts of his wife, as the following 

report from Hansard will explain: 
 

At 28, Upper Pembroke-Street, Dublin, two officers murdered and four wounded. The 

residence of Mrs. Gray was raided at 9 o'clock this morning by about twenty men, some of 

whom came on bicycles. The house consists of several flats. The raiders, who were armed and 

undisguised, held up a maid on the stairs, and Mrs. Gray, the proprietress, who was leaving 

her room, was simultaneously detained. The house appeared to be familiar to them, as they 

broke up into parties, and went with evident knowledge to various parts of the house. From ten 

to twelve shots were heard, and, following these, the assassins decamped. Mrs. Gray and her 

maid visited the rooms immediately and found that Major Dowling, of the Grenadier Guards, 

had been shot dead at his bedroom door. Captain Price, of the Royal Engineers, was found 

dead by the next room door. Captain Kenlyside, of the Lancashire Fusiliers, whose wife most 

gallantly struggled with the murderers and thereby frustrated their purpose, was wounded in  
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the arm. Colonel Woodcock was fired at as he came downstairs. He appeared to have taken 

unawares the raiders who were in the hall. He called out to Colonel Montgomery who was 

coming out of his room and was wounded in the body. Turning towards his room to secure a 

weapon Colonel Woodcock was also wounded. A sixth officer, Mr. Murray, of the Royal Scots, 

was also wounded as he descended the stairs.  
 
Once the attacks were completed, the assassinations of 14 Officers in a number of separate 
boarding houses sparked panic among the British authorities and many British agents fled to 
Dublin Castle for safety. Later that afternoon, British RIC members, the infamous “Black and 
Tans” raided a Gaelic football match at Croke Park to carry out what was described as “a cordon 
and search operation”. Without warning, they opened fire on both players and spectators, killing 
or fatally wounding 14 civilians and wounding a further 60. With witnesses stating the shootings 
were unprovoked, a military enquiry concluded it was indiscriminate and unnecessary. Irish public 
opinion turned even more against the British authorities.   
  
Montgomery would not recover from his wounds, although it was not until 10th December, 19 
days later, that he passed away at the FitzWilliam Nursing Home. His body was drawn through 
the streets of Dublin on a gun carriage, escorted by some 1,000 troops of infantry, cavalry and 

artillery. According to The Times, “Large crowds gathered to watch”.  
 
A military funeral took place on 14th December, with a party of 200 rank and file and a military 
band and drums escorting the coffin from Euston Station to Brompton Cemetery, where Royal 
Marines acted as pall bearers as Montgomery was laid to rest. His widow, Ethel Nina, who he had 
married in 1906, and parents were in attendance.   
 

 

 
The grave of Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomery at 

Brompton Cemetery. The details of his wounding 

remain only just legible on the bottom plinth  

 

Footnote: 

The two British Officers killed at Upper Pembroke Street, Major Charles Dowling and 

Captain Leonard Price were buried at Kensal Green Cemetry, London and 

 Shanklin Cemetery, Isle of Wight respectively. 
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CLUNY MACPHERSON 
A FORGOTTEN SCIENTIST OF THE GREAT WAR    

by David Humberston  

 
The technological and scientific advances achieved during the Great War are many and varied with 
the men responsible not always being remembered for their achievements. A recent entry in one 

of Valerie’s Dates for your Great War Diary revealed another “forgotten scientist” whose story, 
at least in my opinion, deserves to be retold.  

 

 

Born on 18th March 1879 in St John’s, Newfoundland, Cluny 
Macpherson was one of two sons born to Campbell Macpherson 
and his wife Emma. His early education was completed at 
Methodist College, St John’s before Cluny enrolled at McGill 
University in Montreal. Whilst here he also undertook voluntary 
work with the Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fisherman, a 
charitable organisation providing financial and pastoral support to 
fishermen and their families. In 1901, after four years study he 
graduated from McGill with a degree in Medicine and returned to 
the ancestral home of his family, Scotland, to take a position at the 
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh.  
 
The following year Dr Macpherson returned to Newfoundland, 
joining the Labrador Mission and running the hospital at Battle  Dr Cluny Macpherson 

Harbour, a fishing station on the coast of Labrador. He would also serve as a Special Constable 
and a Justice of the Peace before returning to St John in 1904 to begin a private practice. 
Establishing himself as a leading medical authority, Dr Macpherson began to receive government 
commissions, such as that involving a smallpox epidemic on the south west coast in 1909. 
Throughout this period he continued his charitable works, becoming a Director of both the 
Newfoundland and International Grenfell Institutions and helping to develop the Seamen’s 
Institute.     
 

 

Macpherson was also involved with the St John’s Ambulance 
Association, founding the first of three Divisions that operated in St 
John’s. At the outbreak of War in August 1914. Members of the Brigade 
enlisted into the Newfoundland Regiment and Macpherson organised 
them into an Ambulance Unit that would continue its work throughout 
the War. He himself enlisted on 21st September 1914, with the rank of 
Captain and was appointed Principal Medical Officer of the Regiment.  
 
One of the earliest Dominions of the British Empire, the enthusiasm to 
assist the Mother Country in War was as great in Newfoundland as 
elsewhere. The cost of the conflict to the island would, however, be 
immense. Out of a 1914 population of around 240,000, 4,212 men 
would serve and 1,281 of them would not return – at 30% the highest 
percentage loss incurred by any of the British Dominions. A further 
2,284 men were wounded. The Regiment would serve valiantly in all the 
main theatres of War, at Gallipoli, Ypres, The Somme, Arras and  

Captain Macpherson 

1st Newfoundland 

Regiment 
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Passchendaele and, when the Regiment was destroyed during its participation in the first day of 
the Battle of the Somme (68 men out of 802 answering Roll Call the following morning), 
reinforcements were quickly found and the Regiment fought on.   

 
Captain Macpherson left Newfoundland in March 1915, one month before the German Army first 
used poison gas against Allied troops in the northern sector of the Ypres Salient. As an immediate 
response to this deadly weapon, the British began issuing cotton wool wrapped in muslin to its 
troops in early May. By the end of the month this was replaced by a cotton pad soaked in an 
absorbent solution which was secured over the mouth using black cotton veiling. Known as the 
“Black Veil Respirator” the veil could be drawn upwards to offer some protection against 
lachrymatory agents, but the mask itself provided little protection against chlorine gas. Of fragile 
construction, men were largely immobilised during gas attacks for fear of the mask coming loose.  

 
Macpherson, however, had ideas of his own. Having 
seen a German soldier putting a bag on his head after 
a gas attack, he sought to replicate this design, creating 
a 19.9-inch x 18.9-inch canvas hood treated with 
chlorine-absorbing chemicals, and fitted with a single 
rectangular mica eyepiece. In effect, it was simply 
a khaki-coloured flannel bag soaked in a solution 
of glycerine and sodium thiosulphate. The soldier 
placed it over his head and tucked the bottom into his 
tunic. No inlet or exhaust valve was provided, and the 
wearer's lungs forced the air through the material 
making up the bag. 

 
The “British Smoke Hood” 

 designed by Cluny Macpherson 

 
Macpherson presented his design to the War Office Anti-Gas Department as early as 10th May 
1915, with prototypes being developed soon after. Adopted by the British Army and introduced 
as the “British Smoke Hood” in June, 2.5 million of these masks were manufactured until 
September before being superseded by subsequent designs. Macpherson, however, can be 
regarded as the first designer of a gas mask.  

 
Like his Regiment, Macpherson served in various 
theatres of War, including France, Belgium, Gallipoli, 
Egypt and, according to a letter in his own archives, 
Salonica. It was, however, following an injury in Egypt 
that Macpherson returned to Newfoundland in 
October 1916 and then served as Director of Medical 
Services for the Militia. He was appointed a member 
of the War Office Committee on Poisonous Gases and 
Director of Medical Services for Newfoundland for 
the duration of the War. When he was demobilised on 
9th September 1919, he held the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel.    

 
Cluny Macpherson at the Pyramids, 

1915 
 
Post war Macpherson played a continual role in the Newfoundland medical profession, holding 
various offices such as the Presidency of the St. John’s Clinical Society and the Newfoundland  
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Medical Association. He was also vice-president of the Newfoundland St John’s Ambulance 
Association in 1937 and Registrar of the Newfoundland Medical Board. When War returned, Dr 
Macpherson served on shipping convoys in the North Atlantic whilst acting as Honorary President 
of the St John’s Ambulance Association. Following Confederation with Canada in March 1949, 
Macpherson also served on the Medical Council of Canada, becoming only the second 
Newfoundlander to be its President between 1954 and 1955. He was appointed Honorary Colonel 
of the 1st Company, Royal Canadian Army Corps in 1957 and was awarded the Canadian Forces 
Decoration in 1964. 
 

 

Amongst his private papers are many copy speeches 
delivered to the Clan Macpherson Society of Canada, of 
which Dr Macpherson was Honorary President, whilst being 
Honorary Vice-President of the parent association in 
Scotland.  This excellent portrait of Macpherson, shown left, 
hangs today in the Clan Macpherson Museum in Scotland. 
 
In 1964 Eleanora Macpherson, his wife of 52 years passed 
away. Trained as a nurse, she had developed the Lady 
Davidson Nursing Division of the St John Ambulance and 
trained many Volunteer Aid Detachment Nursing Assistants 
for service overseas. For her work, she was awarded both an 
O.B.E and a Damehood of the Order of St John of 
Jerusalem. The marriage produced two children, a daughter 
Emma, and a son, Campbell Leonard, who served as  

Lieutenant Governor of Newfoundland and Labrador between 1957 and 1963. Sr Macpherson 
himself passed away in St John’s on 16th November 1966.    
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See www.lgs.senior.org.uk/leichistoryfestival for full details 
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Paul Warry 
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REPRESENTATIVES: 
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www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 8th July 2022 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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