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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 

With a shorter period than usual before our next Meeting, details below, a shorter Chairman’s 

Column does not seem inappropriate. I can report, however, that our Speaker Programme for the 
remainder of the year has been completed and reads as follows:  
 

DATE SPEAKER TITLE 

 
 

29th AUGUST 
 

 

 
Alan Robinson  

 

The Amphibious Landing that never was 
& 

How to defend a Fort and how not to defend a Fort 
 

 
26Th SEPTEMBER 

 
Dr Irfan Malik 

 

 

The First World War contribution  
of Dulmial village 

 

 
31st OCTOBER 

 
Ken Hewitt 

 

Tigers in Captivity - The 1st Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment in the 
Malaya Campaign and as Far East Prisoners of War, 1943-1945.  

 

 
28th NOVEMBER 

 
Dr Jim Beach 

 

 

Internment Dodger:  
James Roy’s Escape from Germany in August 1914  

 
 

19th DECEMBER 
 

David Humberston 
 

 

Crowns in Conflict Two; The Lost Royals of the Great War 
 

 

As always, I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our forthcoming Meeting. 
D.S.H. 

 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

Venue: The Concert Room, The Elms Social & Services Club,  
Bushloe End, Wigston Magna LE18 2BA – 7 p.m. for a 7:30 start 

 

ALL WELCOME - THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANYONE TO BE,  
OR BECOME, A MEMBER OF THE WFA OR THE ELMS CLUB 

 

18th July 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: Brian Johnstone  
 

My Falklands War 
 

An avid aviation enthusiast, Brian joined the Royal Navy in 

1967 as a Naval Air Mechanic. Having served on HMS Ark 

Royal, Brian then worked on Sea Harriers for the final 22 tears 
of his 35-year career, including carrying out battle damage repair 
to both Sea Harriers and RAF Harriers during the Falklands 
conflict of 1982. Having finally retired last year, Brian joins us 
to tell his own story of The Falklands War, 40 years after its 
successful conclusion. 
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

AUGUST 
 

 

1st   1914 Western Front France orders mobilisation 

1st   1914 Eastern Front Germany declares war on Russia 

2nd   1914 Western Front German ultimatum to Belgium to allow passage  

3rd  1914 Western Front Britain orders mobilisation & Germany declares war on France  

4th   1914 Western Front Britain declares war on Germany 

4th  1914 Western Front Germany declares war on Belgium & invades  

5th  1914 Eastern Front Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia 

6th  1914 Eastern Front Serbia declares war on Germany 

6th  1915 Gallipoli Landings at Suvla Bay 

8th  1918 Western Front Battle of Amiens commences 

9th    1916 Eastern Front Beginning of the First Battle of Doiran 

10th  1914 Eastern Front France declares war on Austria-Hungary 

12th  1914 Eastern Front Britain declares war on Ausria-Hungary  

14th   1914 Western Front Battle of the Frontiers begins 
15th  1917 Western Front Attack on Hill 70 by C.E.F. 

16th  1914 Western Front Liège garrison surrenders  

16th    1917 Western Front Battle of Langemarck commences 

18th    1917 Italian Front 11th Battle of the Isonzo begins 

20th  1914 Western Front Brussels occupied 

20th  1915 Southern Front Italy declares war on Turkey 

21st   1918 Western Front Beginning of the Battle of Albert 

23rd   1914 Western Front Battle of Mons 

25th  1917 Western Front  Haig informs Gough that Plumer is to take lead in 3rd Ypres  

26th  1914 Western Front Battle of Le Cateau 

27th  1916 Eastern Front Romania declares war on Austria-Hungary 

28th  1914 War at Sea Battle of Heligoland Bight 

28th  1916 Southern Front Italy declares war on Germany 
 
 

 
 

Remembering  
Captain Noel Godfrey Chavasse, V.C. and Bar, M.C. 

Royal Army Medical Corps  
(9th November 1884 – 4th August 1917) 

 

The son of the Bishop of Liverpool, Noel Chavasse represented Great Britain 
at the 1908 Olympic Games. Best remembered as the only man to be awarded 
two Victoria Crosses during the Great War, he was first awarded a Military 
Cross for his gallantry at Hooge in 1915. He received his first Victoria Cross 
for his work amongst the wounded near Guillemont during the Battle of the 
Somme and a posthumous Bar was awarded after he had died of wounds 
received during the Battle of Passchendaele.   
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THE FINAL CARIBOU    
by David Humberston  

 
On 13th April 2021, the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador announced the installation 
of a bronze Caribou, the final one in a series begun a century before, that mark the sites of 
significant actions of the Newfoundland Regiment in the Great War. Regular visitors to the 
battlefields of France and Flanders may be familiar with the five emotive monuments already in 
place and the sixth, placed close to Hill 10 Cemetery at Suvla in Gallipoli, completes what the 
Government referred to as “The Caribou Trail”.  
 

 

After training in England, the men of the 
Newfoundland Regiment arrived in Gallipoli in 
September 1915 and found themselves holding 
the line at Suvla. On 4th November, a party of 
seven men occupied a knoll in front of their 
lines used by the Turks as a sniping post at 
night. When the enemy returned, they were met 
by Newfoundland fire and the Turks were 
driven back. The position on the knoll was 
reinforced and the Turks did not attempt to 
return. That knoll, renamed Caribou Hill, 
became the Regiment’s first battle honour of 
the War.   The new Caribou Memorial 

 
The earliest casualty of the Regiment was Private Walter McWhirter, who lies with seven of his 
comrades in Hill 10 Cemetery, some 25 yards away from where the new Caribou was erected. The 
Cemetery can be seen in the background of our cover photograph. The result of over a decade of 
negotiation, the Caribou is the first Allied memorial to be erected on the Peninsula since 1930 and 
cost Canada $245,000.  
 

 

The driving force behind the original Caribous was Captain Thomas 
Nangle, (left), Chaplain to the Newfoundland Regiment. Born in St 
John’s, Newfoundland, in 1889, Nangle was ordained as a priest in 
1913. In July 1916, he enlisted in the Newfoundland Regiment and, 
posted overseas, became part of the Royal Army Chaplain’s 
Department. That October he was appointed chaplain to the First 
Battalion. 
 
Often known for risking his life to tend to the men, regardless of 
their religious affiliation, Father Nangle became known as the “heart 
and soul” of the Regiment and he referred to the men as “ours.” 
Wounded in the shoulder in April 1917, he would also suffer from 
trench foot for the rest of his life. 
 
From 1919 to 1925, Nangle, subsequently promoted to Lieutenant-
Colonel, served as the Dominion of Newfoundland’s Director of 
War Graves, Registration, Enquiries and Exploit Memorials and also 
their representative at the Imperial War Graves Commission. He was   
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tasked with: identifying and marking the graves of as many Newfoundlanders as he could locate 

on the former battlefields of Gallipoli, France and Belgium; exhuming and re-interring the 

remains of soldiers into officially designated Allied war cemeteries or gravesites; and to decide 

upon the nature of the Dominion’s overseas memorials and oversee their creation, thus 

commemorating the major actions of the Regiment during the War. 
 
Sixteen memorial designs were subsequently submitted to Nangle, who recommended that the 
Newfoundland government accept British sculptor Captain Basil Gotto's plan to erect five 
identical bronze caribou statues at locations where the Regiment played a significant role. Nangle 

wrote that Gotto's design was most distinctive, his idea being a giant caribou somewhat like the 

'Monarch of the Topsails' carved in bronze on a rough cairn of Newfoundland granite about 

ten to fifteen feet high. This will be distinctive of the Regiment (a caribou head appeared on the 

Regimental badge) and of Newfoundland. It will be artistic and cheap, all five being cast from 

the same mould. Five Memorial parks to accommodate the Caribous were also planned, each at 
the approximate cost of £1,000. 
 

  
Captain Gotto and his Caribou 

sculpture 

The opening of the Newfoundland Memorial Park 

 at Beaumont Hamel, 7th June 1925 
 
It was eventually decided that six of Gotto’s caribous would be cast, one for each of the five chosen 
European sites and one for Bowring Park in St John’s, Newfoundland’s capital city. The Caribous 
in Europe were to overlook the battlefields where the Regiment had fought, gazing in the same 
direction that the men would have advanced towards the enemy and appearing to be braying for 
their lost infants who, of course, would not return. Rudolph Cochius, a native of the Netherlands 
living in St John’s was selected as landscape architect and supervised the design of all six memorial 
sites.   
 
On the opening day of the Battle of the Somme, 1st July 1916, the Newfoundland Regiment went 
forward across open ground towards the German front lines near the village of Beaumont Hamel. 
Of the 802 men involved, only 68 remained to answer roll call the following morning, the largest 

individual losses by any Regiment on that infamous day. Their advance was later described as “a 

magnificent display of trained and disciplined valour, and the assault only failed of success 

because dead men can advance no further” 
  
 

5 

about:blank


By 1921, after negotiating with some 250 French landowners, Nangle had secured the purchase of 
more than 75 acres of the ground over which the Newfoundland Regiment had made its heroic 
advance. The caribou was placed atop a high mound and at its base, surrounded by rock and shrubs 
native to Newfoundland, three bronze tablets bear the names of some 820 members of the Royal  
Newfoundland Regiment, the Newfoundland Royal Naval Reserve and the Mercantile Marines 
who gave their lives in the Great War and whose final resting places were then unknown. The 
Memorial was officially dedicated on 7th June 7 1925, by Field-Marshal Earl Douglas Haig, 
Commander of the British Expeditionary Force during the latter years of the War. 
 

Three other Caribous were erected in France. One, at Gueudecourt on the Somme battlefields, 
marks the spot where the Newfoundland Regiment seized a German strongpoint known as Hilt 
Trench on 12th October 1916. Behind it lies a preserved trench line. At Monchy-le-Preux, on the 
battlefields of Arras, the caribou stands defiantly atop the ruins of a German concrete strongpoint 
on the village's eastern edge. It gazes towards Infantry Hill from the spot where nine 
Newfoundlanders held off a powerful German counter-attack on 14th April 1917.  

 

  
The Caribou Memorials at Monchy-le-Preux (left) and Coutrai (right) 

 

The third, near the village of Masnières on the Albert to Cambrai Road, commemorates the 
Regiment’s role in the Battle of Cambrai in November and December 1917. This caribou faces 
northeast, from where enemy forces made their advance towards the village. The fifth of the 
Caribous stands on the outskirts of Coutrai (Kortrijk) in Belgium, commemorating the Regiment’s 
actions in the 1918 Battle of the same name. This Caribou is close to the spot where the 
Newfoundlanders crossed the River Lys on 20th October 1918 in the Regiment’s final advance of 
the War.   
 

Father Nangle was also instrumental in the 
funding and construction of Newfoundland’s 
National War Memorial (right) located at 
King’s Beach on Warer Street, St John’s 
where, in 1583, Sir Humphrey Gilbert had 
claimed Newfoundland for England and 
where the men of the Regiment had both 
departed for and returned from the War.    
 

Designed by British artists Gilbert Bayes and 
Ferdinand Victor Blundstone, its structure  

 
places an allegorical female sculpture, often referred to as the Spirit of Newfoundland, over figures 
representing the Newfoundland Royal Naval Reserve, Royal Newfoundland Regiment, Forestry  
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Corps, and Merchant Marine. Unveiled on 1st July 1924, the eighth anniversary of the Regiment’s 
near destruction at Beaumont Hamel, some 20,000 people attended the ceremony with the 
memorial unveiled by Field Marshal Haig. 1st July is also national Memorial Day in Newfoundland. 
 

 

By now, however, Nangle (left) was a troubled man. 
Newfoundland’s war losses were, pro-rata, the largest of all the 
Dominions and, as his future biographer would later confirm, 

“He did a lot of recruiting during the War; many of the young 

boys signed up because of Nangle’s speeches. That played 

havoc on his mind. Post-traumatic stress disorder was not a 

diagnosis at the time but clearly he was suffering from just 

that”.   
 
Nangle’s guilt and suffering led him to make a drastic decision. 

In 1926, Father Nangle left the priesthood and emigrated to Rhodesia in South Africa on a 
veteran’s grant. Here he became a farmer, a newspaper editor, a founder of the Rhodesian Labour 
Party and served briefly as a Member of the Rhodesian Parliament. Married with four children, he 
never returned to Newfoundland and seldom spoke of his wartime experiences, except to his son 

Hugh because, in the words of one writer “he was the one who asked”. Nangle’s story also faded 

from memory: “In Newfoundland in the early 1920s, people had a picture of the Pope and the 

Archbishop on the wall and beside them a picture of Thomas Nangle, who was greatly loved. 

As soon as he quit the priesthood, those pictures on the wall came down.” 
 
Nangle passed away on 4th January 1972 at the age of 83. 
Survived by two of his children, it was his daughter, Mrs 
Mavourneen Galbraith, who travelled to Newfoundland for 
the first time in 2017 to attend a ceremony at St John’s where 
she unveiled, as seen right, a plaque commemorating her 
father.  
 
In more recent years a biography, an opera, an exhibition and 
a bursary (funded by Mr & Mrs Galbraith) have done much to 
resurrect the story of this gallant Chaplain. How fitting, 
therefore, that a final bronze Caribou has now been erected in 
Gallipoli to complete Nangle’s work and to stand in memory 
of the boys he loved so much . . .   

 
 

FOOTNOTE 
 

 

In January 1919 the Newfoundland war effort was further honoured by 
the issue of a series of postage stamps bearing a caribou head identical to 
the Regimental badge. Eight of the twelve stamps recorded actions by the 
Newfoundland Regiment, including the 1c Green shown left bearing the 
legend “Suvla Bay”. The remaining four stamps commemorated the Royal 
Naval Reserve and bore their motto “Ubique”. In April 1919 the 3c Brown 
stamp (“Gueudecourt”) was overprinted for use on what was anticipated 
to be the first Trans-Atlantic Air Post crossing. The plane crashed into the 
sea and the surviving stamps are now some of the rarest in the world!  
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W. H. R. RIVERS REMEMBERED 
by Nigel Atter  

 
4th June 2022 marks the 100th anniversary since the death of one of the 
original British Psychological Society founders, William Halse Rivers 
(born on 12th March 1864). 
 
Rivers is portrayed in the work of Pat Barker’s Regeneration.  He is 
calm, authoritative but not authoritarian, empathetic in comparison to 
the other doctors and gentle with his patients. 
 
An early ambition of Rivers was to join the Royal Army Medical Corps. 
However, he was awarded an M.D. (London) in 1888 and also elected 
as a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians.  His first published work 

of note was in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Reports which included, ‘A 

Case of Spasm of the Muscles of the Neck Causing Protrusion of the 

Head’ in 1888. 

 
W. H. R. Rivers 

 
Rivers developed an interest in the nervous system and the mind, in sensory phenomena and 

mental states.  During his time in Jena, Germany, (1892) he wrote, ‘I have during the last three 

weeks come to the conclusion that I should go in for insanity when I return to England and 

work as much as possible at psychology’.  
 
Upon his return to England Rivers was engaged at St. John’s College, Cambridge.  In addition, he 
had teaching commitments at Guy’s Hospital and also University College, London.  Whilst at 
Cambridge Rivers would ensure that psychology became a distinct academic discipline.   
 

 

The Torres Straits ethnography expedition of 1898 
led to some of River’s best work and most important 
achievements – his ‘genealogical method’.  His work 
amongst the Todas people in the Nilgiri Hills, India 

produced the classic The Todas (1906).  
 
He conducted expeditions to Melanesia and 
Polynesia in 1907.  An expedition in 1914 to 
Australia and New Zealand meant that Rivers was 
absent from England during the opening salvoes of 
the First World War.  Eager to contribute to war 
service he joined the staff of Maghull Military 
Hospital in July 1915 as a psychiatrist.  Here Rivers 
treated men who suffered from ‘war neuroses’ or 

Rivers, left, with members of the  

Torres Strait Expedition 

“shell shock”. Both Rivers and his contemporary, Charles Myers, who coined the term, were later 
to categorise it as misleading.   
 
In 1915 Rivers was awarded the Gold Medal of the Royal Society.  But it was his work during the 
war – where he found himself.  He became an effective therapist to the men suffering for what 
was in all likelihood Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. During 1916 Rivers was commissioned as a 
Captain in the Royal Army Medical Corps.  He was transferred to Craiglockhart Hospital.  Here  
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he treated Captain Siegfried Sassoon.  Sassoon liked Rivers and started to feel better under his 

care, saying, ‘He [Rivers] made me feel safe at once and seemed to know all about me’ (quoted 
in R. Slobodin’s 1997 biography of Rivers).  The regime at Craiglockhart was one of sports, 
gardening, hobbies, language classes, botany, a debating society and importantly talking therapies.   
 

  
Captain William Rivers, 1917, 

by D. G. Shields 

Captain Rivers at Craiglockhart Hospital 

 
By the end of 1917 Rivers was been appointed psychologist to the Royal Flying Corps.  His work, 

Wind-Up (1920), must be one of the earliest contributions to aviation psychology.   
 

Rivers scholarship on psychotherapy was published in ‘Psycho-therapies’ in Volume 10 of The 

Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics (1918).  He advocated for psycho-education so that the 

wounded men could better understand themselves and direct their ‘thoughts into more healthy 

channels’. A colleague of Rivers was to write, ‘the orthodox medical reactionaries have been 

smashed and psychology has been born’ (again quoted in Slobodin).   
 

In 1919 St. John’s College appointed Rivers as Praelector of Natural Science Studies. Also in 
1919 he became the first president of the newly formed British Psycho-analytical Society.  By the 
time of his death in 1922 Rivers was president of the Royal Anthropological Society and the British 
Association.   
 
Rivers’ ashes are interred at St. Giles’ Cemetery, Cambridge at quiet resting place.  On the 100th 
anniversary of his death he deserves to be remembered for his ethnographical work but also for 
his compassionate and innovatory treatment of men with tortured minds.   
 

Sources available upon request 
 
 
Editor’s Note: The Rivers family had many associations with the Royal Navy, including one 
Midshipman William Rivers who, as a seventeen-year-old, served on H.M.S. Victory at the Battle 

of Trafalgar and claimed to be “the man who shot the man who fatally wounded Nelson”. When 
his ankle was nearly severed by an exploding grenade, he endured the amputation of his leg below 

the knee without anaesthetic, later declaring “nothing is the matter with me; only lost a leg and 

that in a good cause”.  
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD  
 

 

 
 

 
AT RISK 

WAR MEMORIALS 
OPEN DAY 

SATURDAY 
23rd JULY 2022 

 

The Chancel, 
Rear of All Saints Church, 
Highcross Street, Leicester 

 

11.00A.M. – 4.00P.M. 
 

Visit www.leicester-rutlandatriskwarmemorials.btck.co.uk 
for further details 

 
 
 
 

 

BLABY ROAD   
WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH 

 

      Tiger reader Mary Bryceland wishes to make fellow readers aware of the following: 
 
Ten soldiers associated with Blaby Road 
Wesleyan Methodist Church are 
remembered on the memorial in the 
prayer chapel.  During the Centenary of 
the War, Mary researched the men and 
published articles in the church 
magazine. Most were from the local 
area but one, a regular soldier, was from 
the East Riding of Yorkshire, and 
another was from South Shields. 

 

 
Last year she undertook further research and produced a booklet which is freely available to 
download from http://swmchurch.org.uk/?page_id=469. The church is open for coffee every 
Saturday morning between 10 and 11.30 when the memorial can be viewed. To see it at other 
times please contact mail@swmchurch.org.uk.  
 

The address of the church is: 
Blaby Road Methodist Church, 109-111 Blaby Road, South Wigston LE18 4PB 
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“LIFE IS A CITY OF CROOKED STREETS” 
MORE TALES FROM BROOKWOOD    

by David Humberston  
 

A cemetery rich in military history, Brookwood Cemetery, Chelsea, in London is certainly a site 
worthy of more than one visit; it’s vast variety of monumental masonry and sheer size quite easily 

overwhelming the senses on any initial trip. A well-produced brochure by the Friends of the 
Cemetery will advise any visitor of the stories of 50 of the more famous men and women who rest 
in peace within its grounds, but careful study of the various headstones one passes will still pay 
dividend, as I found with the subjects of the following article.     
 
 

 

This weathered headstone, on the left side of the central 
pathway, close to the entrance gates of the Cemetery, is 
the final resting place of one Alan Spencer Wilson, who 
died aged ten in May 1905. The fading lead lettering tells 
us that he was the son of Major Gordon Wilson, royal 
Horse Guards and his wife, Lady Sarah. Gordon Wilson, 
who fell in the Great War, is also remembered on the 
following plinth, whilst Lady Sarah, who also rest here, 
can, just, be identified as the daughter of the 7th Duke of 
Marlborough. There is, however, much more to tell of 
this illustrious couple . . .  

 
 

 

The eldest of the four sons of Sir Samuel Wilson and his wife, Jean, 
née Campbell, Gordon Chesney Wilson (left) was born on 1st August 
1865 in Wimmera, Australia. Wilson senior had been born in Ireland 
and had emigrated with other family members to Victoria and made 
his fortune from mining and sheep farming before returning to 
England in 1881 and serving for six years as Conservative MP for 
Portsmouth.    
 
All four sons (there were also five daughters) would be educated at 
Eton, where Gordon was enrolled in 1879. Here he quickly made his 
mark as both a dedicated student and as an excellent sportsman. In his  

second year at Eton, he enhanced his reputation further during an incident at Windsor railway 
station when he and a fellow student, Murray Robertson, helped to apprehend Roderick Maclean, 
who had discharged a pistol at the Riyal carriage containing Queen Victoria in an apparent 
assassination attempt. Later that day, both were presented to their monarch. Four years later, 
Wilson graduated to Christ Church College, Oxford, where he was expected to complete his 
degree. However, he joined the Militia the same year and was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the 3rd Battalion, the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment. After three years, without completing his 
degree he left Christ Church to join the Royal Horse Guards with the rank of Lieutenant.  
 
On 21st November, 1891, at St. Georges Church, Hanover Square, London, Gordon married Lady 
Sarah Isabella Augusta Spencer-Churchill, daughter of John Winston Spencer-Churchill, 7th Duke 
of Marlborough and his wife Lady Frances, née Vane. The Archbishop of Canterbury performed 
the service in the presence of Royalty and nobility, the Prince of Wales being one of the invited 
guests. Borm on 4th July 1865, Sarah was the youngest of eleven children, one elder brother being 
Lord Randolph Spencer-Churchill, future father of Sir Winston.  
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Moving to one of the large mansion houses in Great Cumberland 
Place in London, the couple lived a very privileged lifestyle and the 
marriage produced two sons, Randolph Gordon, born on 30th 
January 1893 and Alan Spencer, born on 30th November 1894. Alan, 
unfortunately, would pass away at the age of ten, as stated above.  
 
At the outbreak of the Second Boer War in 1899, all four Wilson 
brothers would serve their country. The youngest, Wilfred, a 
Lieutenant with the Northumberland Imperial Yeomanry, would die 
of wounds in February 1901 whilst Clarence Chesney, a Lieutenant 
in the 8th (King’s Royal Irish) Hussars was so badly wounded a year 

earlier that he was invalided home. Gordon was posted as aide-de-

camp to Colonel Robert Baden-Powell, the commanding officer at 
Mafeking.  

 
Lady Sarah Wilson 

 
Closing her London home, Lady Sarah travelled to join her husband in South Africa, a country the 
couple had previously visited in December 1895, their visit coinciding with the ill-fated Jameson 
Raid into the Transvaal. Over the next three years tensions between the Boers and the British 
escalated and when her husband took up his duties, Sarah travelled with him. Arriving at Mafeking 
in September 1899, the following month saw the beginning of the famous siege of that town, a 
situation followed by the British public through the words of a number of War Correspondents 
printed in the popular press of the day. A handful, unusually for the period, were women, a 
company Lady Sarah was soon to join.  
 

 

When the correspondent of the Daily Mail, Ralph Hellawell, was 
arrested by the Boers as he tried to leave the town, Lady Sarah was 
recruited to replace him. Having previously failed to engage her 

nephew, Winston (with whom she was not on good terms), the Mail 
were delighted with their scoop and her ebullient reports were 
eagerly read upon arrival. 
 
Baden-Powell, however, was less impressed and took advantage of a 
Boer ultimatum to storm the garrison to ask Lady Sarah to leave “for 
her own safety”. This she duly did, departing with a maid and a driver 
on a cart pulled by six mules and travelled to a settlement at Mosita, 
70 miles to the west of Mafeking. There she stayed, bored and 
unemployed, until a letter finally reached her from her husband 
containing the latest news from Mafeking. Lady Sarah realised that 
if messages could be smuggled out of Mafeking, they could also be 
smuggled in. Donning what one writer would later describe as “the 

Lady Sarah,  
War Correspondent 

mantle of espionage” she established two-way communication with the town and undertook 
dangerous reconnaissance missions in person to observe Boer activities. 
 
Her luck, however, was short-lived. Rumours of her activities were rife. The capture of a carrier 
pigeon with the message “Lady Sarah Wilson is doing good work as an intelligence Officer” sealed 
her fate and she was immediately placed under house arrest by the Boers. Indignant, she brazenly 
demanded safe passage to Mafeking and was taken to plead her case to Boer General Jacobus  
Snyman. Snyman could not be moved – Lady Sarah was now a Prisoner of War! 
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In early December, Lady Sarah sent her husband a message advising him that “General Snyman 

will not give me a pass unless Colonel Baden-Powell will exchange me for a Mr Petrus 

Viljoen”. Baden-Powell refused and Gordon Wilson replied to his wife in very polite terms 

advising her that “I am very sorry to have to tell you that Colonel Baden-Powell finds it 

impossible to hand over Petrus Viljoen in exchange for you, as he was convicted for horse-

stealing”. However, with Lady Sarah making herself a considerable nuisance to her captors and 
extra pressure brought to bear on Baden-Powell, the exchange was finally arranged and Lady Sarah 
returned to Mafeking. 
 
Once free, she spent her time living in an underground bunker where she could entertain six guests 

for dinner whilst tending the sick and wounded in the hospital. Her despatches to the Daily Mail 
recommenced and spared her readers little of the seriousness of the British position in the town. 
The siege finally ended after 217 days when the Royal Horse and Canadian artillery arrived at 
Mafeking on 17th May 1900. The War finally ended on 31st May 1902 with Gordon Wilson, already 
twice mentioned in despatches, being appointed a Member of the Royal Victorian Order (M.V.O.) 
for his service and gallantry. The couple returned to England and in 1903 Gordon was promoted 
to the rank of Major, becoming Brevet Lieutenant four years later and, finally, Lieutenant-Colonel 
in 1911. In May 1901, Lady Sarah was invested as a Dame of Grace of The Most Venerable Order 
of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem (D.St.J.), and in December the same year King Edward 
VII personally conferred on her the decoration of the Royal Red Cross (R.R.C.) for her services 
in Mafeking.  

 
At the outbreak of the Great War in August 1914, the Wilsons once more served their country 
with Gordon, as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Royal Horse Guards, landing at Zeebrugge in October 
as part of the 3rd Cavalry Division with orders to assist the defence of Antwerp. Lady Sarah, 
meanwhile, departed for France to run a hospital for injured soldiers in Boulogne. Five days after 
their arrival, the Guards learned that Antwerp had fallen and that they were to join the main British 
Expeditionary Force now assembling at Ypres.  
 

 

The epic defence of the medieval town of 
Ypres and the villages to its east by both British 
and French troops considerable outnumbered 
by their German opponents prevented, at 
hideous cost, the German advance through the 
town and onwards to the Channel Ports. 
Fought in October and November 1914, the 
ability of the British and French to transfer 
troops – any available troops – to attempt to 
plug any gap in an increasingly breached front 
line finally halted the German juggernaut and 
saved the town from occupation. 
 
The map opposite, showing the front-line 
positions of 6th November 1914 illustrates how 

close the German Armies (represented by the green arrows) came to success. The French lines are 
represented in blue whilst the British Regiments are shown in red, including the 7th Cavalry Brigade, 
which is ringed for ease of identification. 
 
That very day, another crisis was met when a German attack along the British front line against 
the village of  Zwarteleen pushed back both the French troops and the Irish Guards, leaving the  
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right flank of 2nd Grenadier Guards exposed. The Germans duly advanced, to be met by the 
dismounted men of 7th Cavalry Brigade, who drove them back, establishing a new British front 
line on front of and parallel to the “Brown Road” a position in brown pencil on the Brutish maps, 
running along the eastern edge of what was known as Shrewsbury Forest. The Cavalry Brigade 
suffered casualties of six officers killed and eleven wounded, with 67 other ranks killed, wounded, 
or missing. Amongst the fallen was Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon Wilson. One of many tributes 

paid stated “I have met a good many brave men, but have never seen one quite apparently 

indifferent to danger as he was”  
 

 

Precisely where and when Wilson died is 
difficult to pinpoint as many contrasting 
reports exist. One states he was shot 
through the head leading his men forward 
with rifle and bayonet in hand, another that 
he fell leading an advance late in the 
afternoon and a third by German fire at 
dusk. His body was, however, recovered 
and buried in the Churchyard at the nearby 
village of Zillebeke. There he was joined by 
a number of titled comrades, the 
Churchyard later being referred to as 
“Aristocrats Corner” or “Aristocrats 
Cemetery”.   
 

A map showing the site of Wilson’s final action. 

Zwarleteen, The “Brown Road” and the 

Churchyard at Zillebeke are all ringed in red. 

It fell to Wilson’s brother, Herbert (an Olympic Gold medal Polo player, himself killed in April 
1917) to forward Gordon’s personal effects to his widow in Boulogne. In Gordon’s writing case, 
she found a newspaper cutting containing lines from the 17th century gravestone of James Handley, 
a Church warden buried at Redmile in Leicestershire. His epitaph reads: 

 

This world is a city full of crooked streets, Death is a market place where all men meet. 

If life were merchandise that men could buy, Rich men would ever live and poor men die 
 

The lines are believed to be an adaptation from William Shakespeare's play the Two Noble 

Kinsmen and in the due course of time  Lady Sarah chose the lines “Life is a city of crooked 

streets, Death the market place where all men meet” for her husband’s headstone. She survived 
her husband by fifteen years, passing away on 22nd October 1929 and was buried in the same grave 
as her young son in Brookwood Cemetery, Chelsea, London.  
 

 

 

Zillebeke 

Churchyard 

(Aristocrats 

Corner) 

and the grave of 

Lieutenant-

Colonel Gordon 

Chesney Wilson 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 19th August 2022 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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