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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 

Feedback from our members is always welcome and I am grateful to Paul Bardell for the following 
message concerning our last Branch meeting when we were entertained by Falklands War veteran 
Brian Johnstone. Paul comments:  
 

Just a quick line to express to you how much I enjoyed the last talk given to the Branch by Mr 

Brian Johnstone on his Falkland War experiences. Although not a First World War subject, I 

feel it's important to sometimes broaden the topics offered to the Leicestershire & Rutland 

Branch as a wider appreciation of conflict and its effects on the men who were directly involved 

in it, give us, the members a better understanding of our main interest. War is War and being 

shot at now must feel very similar to being shot at in 1914.I understand that Mr Johnstone has 

been invited back to give us his talk on the Royal Naval Air Service in the First World War, I 

for one eagerly look forward to this. 
 

Whilst I appreciate that holiday commitments and the extreme heat affected the attendance on the 
night, similar feedback suggests our “experiment” was a success. I also accept the talk was 
somewhat longer than anticipated, but it was Brian’s first experience of public speaking, his fee 
was minimal and he was also very generous with his time after the meeting to discuss his 
experiences further. Given that he spoke without any notes, Brian is to be congratulated om his 
performance.    
 

As always, I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our forthcoming Meeting. 
 

D.S.H. 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

Venue: The Concert Room, The Elms Social & Services Club,  
Bushloe End, Wigston Magna LE18 2BA – 7 p.m. for a 7:30 start 

 

ALL WELCOME - THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANYONE TO BE,  
OR BECOME, A MEMBER OF THE WFA OR THE ELMS CLUB 

 

 

29th August 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: Alan Robinson 
 

“The Amphibious Landing that never was” 

& 

“How to defend a Fort  

and how not to defend a Fort” 
 

One of our most popular Speakers makes a welcome return. 
with a double presentation concerning events on the northern and southern extremities of the 
Western Front. Having first discussed the abandoned Channel coast landing of late 1917, 
planned as part of the Passchendaele campaign, Alan’s focus switches to Verdun and the story 
of two of the French Forts attacked during the 1916 Battle of the same name 
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

SEPTEMBER 

 
 
 

1st   1916 Southern Front Bulgaria declares war on Romania 
3rd    1916 Western Front Battle of Guillemont 

5th    1914 Western Front Battle of the Marne 
9th  1914 Western Front German withdrawal from the Marne  

9th  1914 Eastern Front First battle of Masurian Lakes 
11th  1914 Pacific  Battle of Bita Paka – Island of New Britain invaded 
11th  1917 Western Front French air ace Georges Guynemer shot down & killed  

12th  1917 Western Front South African cricketer, Eric Balfour “Bill” Lundie, K.I.A. 

13th   1914 Western Front First Battle of the Aisne 
14th  1916 Italian Front 7th Battle of the Isonzo 
15th  1916 Western Front Battle of Fleurs-Courcelette with first use of tanks 

17th  1916 Western Front Manfred von Richthofen scores first victory 

18th   1918 Southern Front Third Battle of Doiran 
18th  1914 Eastern Front German General Paul von Hindenburg appointed commander  
19th  1918 Asiatic Front Battle of Megiddo 

20th   1917 Western Front Battle of Menin Road Ridge  

20th  1917 Western Front Private Herbert Morris, age 17, executed for desertion 
21st   1914 War at Sea HMSs Aboukir, Hogue & Cressy sunk by U-9 in North Sea 

23rd  1917 Western Front German flying ace Werner Voss shot down and killed  

25th  1915 Western Front Battle of Loos 

25th  1916 Western Front Battle of Morval  

26th    1917 Western Front Battle of Polygon Wood 

27th     1916 Western Front Thiepval captured 

29th  1918 Western Front British capture Riqueval Bridge 
 
 
 

 

Remembering  
Lieutenant Thoms Michael Kettle 
9th Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers  

(9th February 1880 – 9th September 1916) 
 

An Irish economist, journalist barrister, writer and poet, Thomas Kettle 
served as MP for East Tyrone between 1906 and 1910 and became a well-
known supporter of Irish Home Rule.  Joining the British Arny as an Irish 
soldier fighting in a war for the defence of European civilisation, Kettle, 
despite health issues, received a commission in the 9th Battalion, Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers. He died leading his men into action near Ginchy on 9th 
September 1916 and is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial to the 
Missing.   
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ANOTHER ZEEBRUGGE RAID HERO    
by David Humberston  

 
The heroic Royal Naval raid on the occupied Belgian port of Zeebrugge in the early hours of St 
George’s Day, 23rd April 1918, saw those who participated awarded eight Victoria Crosses, 17 
Distinguished Service Orders, 24 Distinguished Service Crosses. 16 Conspicuous Gallantry Medals 
and 138 Distinguished Service Medals for their gallantry that night. A small fraction of these men 

feature in my presentation Tweaking the Dragon’s Tail and periodically I am able to add to this 
sterling cast as opportunity arises. Recent research before a trip to the battlefields of Cambrai 
brought forth another whose actions that night, and throughout the War, deserve wider 
remembrance than they received and the story of this thrice-decorated Officer is the subject of 
this piece. 
 

 

Frank Pearce Pocock was born in Hendon, London, on 15th May 1891, 
the younger son and fourth of five children born to Bank Manager 
Charles Wellesley Pocock and his wife Mary Elizabeth, née Pearce. 
Educated firstly at Ripley Court School (a boarding school in Ripley, 
Surrey, founded by his uncle, Robert Pearce in 1886) and then at St 
Paul’s Public School in London, Frank later moved to Westminster 
Hospital on an open scholarship to pursue a career in the medical 
profession.  
 
At the outbreak of War, he offered his services to the Royal Navy and 
joined the Royal Naval Division (R.N.D.) as a Surgeon Lieutenant on  Frank Pearce Pocock 

28th August 1915. In early December that year he was attached to the Royal Naval Division 
Mediterranean Medical Unit, where he served at both Alexandria in Egypt and later the island of 
Imbros, close to the Gallipoli Peninsula, where the R.N.D. were in action. 
 
With the evacuation of Gallipoli completed on 9th January 1916, these “fighting sailors” were 
returned to London as their future role was discussed. The origins of the Royal Naval Division, as 
some readers may know, are somewhat eccentric. At the beginning of the War, it became apparent 
that there were over 20,000 men in the Royal Navy Reserve who could not be found ships in times 
of conflict. The Admiralty, in particular First Sea Lord Winston Churchill, took the decision to 
train 8,000 of these men as infantry, allowing them to retain their Royal Naval ranks and cap badges 
and placing them into eight Battalions named after prominent figures in naval history - Drake, 
Hawke, Benbow, Collingwood, Nelson, Howe, Hood and Anson.  
 
However, the previous agreement between the Admiralty and the War 
Office that the R.N.D. would remain an integral part of the Army for 
the duration of the Gallipoli campaign was now obsolete. Therefore, on 
29th April 1916 it was agreed to “transfer” the Division from the 
authority of the Admiralty to the War Office and send it to France, 
where it duly arrived at Marseille between 12th and 23rd May. 
Furthermore, from mid- July these men were renumbered the 63rd 
Division whilst retaining their distinctive “Royal Naval Division” 
subtitle. Amongst those arriving with this “new” Division was Surgeon 
Lieutenant Frank Pocock, who had been assigned to Drake Battalion 
on 2nd February thar same year.    
 

 
Drake Battalion 

Cap Badge as worn 

by Frank Pocock 
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For the next few months, the Division would serve in the Souchez sector of the British lines, in 
the shadow of Vimy Ridge. In early October it was transferred to the battlefields of the Somme, 
where, between the 13th and 15th November, the Division took part in the Battle of the Ancre in 
what would prove to be the final assault of the Somme campaign.  
 
Attacking with the River Ancre (and the railway line that ran alongside it) to their left, Hood 
Battalion, in the first wave of attack, and Drake Battalion in the second, made some progress but 
casualties were high, with a multitude of trenches and shell holes causing confusion amongst the 
attacking forces and pockets of German resistance proving difficult to overcome. As the fighting 
continued into the following day, the village of Beaucourt was secured by mid-morning and on the 
morning of the 15th, the remnants of the Division were relieved. Over these three days, the Royal 
Naval Division suffered some 3,500 casualties and for his work in recovering and tending the 

wounded, Frank was recommended for a Military Cross. The award was confirmed in the London 

Gazette of 10th January 1917, the citation reading: For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to 

duty. He displayed great courage and determination in dressing the wounded and leading 

stretcher parties. He worked continuously for three days under heavy fire. 
 
In 1917 a bout of chronic influenza caused Frank to be invalided home, but his return to action 
the following year would see his gallantry once more recognised. Volunteering to take part in the 
mysterious “Operation ZO”, Frank Pocock found himself seconded to the 4th Battalion, Royal 
Marine Light Infantry and, on the evening of 22nd April 1918, crossing the Channel towards the 
occupied Belgian port of Zeebrugge on board a commandeered River Mersey Ferry boat H.M.S. 

Iris II.  In what became known as “The Zeebrugge Raid”, Iris and another ferry boat, H.M.S. 

Daffodil were to support the main attack vessel, H.M.S. Vindictive, in landing Royal Marines on 
the curving protective wall of Zeebrugge harbour – “The Mole” – to distract its German defenders. 
Three obsolete submarines were then to enter the harbour and be sunk across the exit of the canal 
leading to Bruges, thus preventing German U-boats from leaving the latter and entering the 
English Channel. 
 

  
H.M.S. Vindictive & H.M.S. Iris II against  

the Zeebrugge Mole 

H.M.S. Iris II 

after the Raid 
    

When Iris reached the Mole her seaboard anchor was immediately dropped. Like the Vindictive 
before her she lurched back and forth, smashing a number of the scaling ladders needed by the 
attacking Marines to reach the Mole. By now, the Germans were sweeping the wall with heavy 
machine-gun fire, causing a large number of casualties. Aware of the need to land quickly, her crew 
made desperate efforts to throw anchors over the parapet. Finally, one anchor jammed on a 
telephone standard and was secured and in an attempt to secure the second anchor, Lieutenant 

Commander George Bradford, in what the Official History later described as an act of desperate 

courage climbed the metal framework from which the second anchor hung, where he swung like 

an acrobat and then leapt on to the parapet and placed the anchor. Only then, exposed in his  
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moment of triumph, did he fall, riddled with machine gun bullets . . . into the dark, surging 

waters. Bradford’s sacrifice would be rewarded with the award of a posthumous Victoria Cross. 
 
The vessels continued to receive shellfire and Frank worked tirelessly to treat the many wounded, 

one colleague later writing that immediately the shelling commenced he set to work with the 

wounded. His work certainly saved many lives. When all his medical staff became casualties, 
Frank carried on alone until two surgeons from other vessels were brought on board to assist him. 

He kept to his task for thirteen hours, long after Iris had returned to Dover and was recommended 

for a Distinguished Service Order. The award was subsequently agreed, the citation including: By 

his devotion to duty, he undoubtedly saved many lives. When “Iris” was hit, he immediately 

commenced tending the wounded, and as all the sick berth staff were killed, had all the work 

to do alone. After the dynamo was damaged, he had to work by candle and torchlight.   
       
Frank returned to Drake Battalion four months later, on 9th August 1918. By now the tide of War 
had turned in favour of the Allied forces and the following month the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division 

was part of the attack against the German Hindenburg Line in what became known as the Battle 
of Canal du Nord. On 29th September, Anson, Drake and Hawke Battalions distinguished 
themselves in taking the town of Graincourt, some 7 miles south-west of Cambrai, but Frank 
Pocock was seriously wounded tending to the wounded near the Escault Canal. Taken to the 149th 
Royal Naval Field Ambulance, he later died of his injuries. 
 
For his work in the latter stages of the War, Frank Pocock was nominated for a Bar to his Military 
Cross, which was awarded and “gazetted” on 10th January 1919, three months after his death. Once 

again the citation confirms that: He attended to the wounded under very heavy fire and most 

adverse circumstances during operations lasting several days. His courage and self-sacrificing 

devotion to duty were a splendid example to his stretcher-bearers, and his skill was 

instrumental in saving the lives of many wounded men. 
 

 

Originally buried in Louveral Chateau Cemetery, in 1927 
Frank’s remains were transferred to Louveral Military Cemetery, 
where he rests today in Row A Grave 35, shown left. Whilst 
there are only 124 burials in the Cemetery, on a raised terrace 
above it stands the Cambrai Memorial to the Missing, 
remembering 7,048 “missing” from the Battle of Cambrai. 
 
Tragically for the Pocock family, Frank’s elder brother, Charles 
Pearce Pocock, had also fallen in action, being killed on 8th May 
1917 whilst serving as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 14th Battalion, 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment. He rests in Orchard Dump 
Cemetery, Arleux-En-Gohelle, six miles north-east of Arras, 
having returned home from North Borneo to serve his country. 
Both brothers are also remembered on the War Memorial at St 
Peter’s Church, Portishead in Somerset. Additionally, one of 
Frank’s older sisters, Mary Adelaide, had died at the tender age 
of sixteen, the first of three premature deaths to strike the family 
in the space of nineteen years. May they all rest in peace . . . 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD  
 
 
 

 
HERITAGE 

OPEN 
WEEKEND 

2022 
 

THURSDAY 
8th SEPTEMBER 

TO 
SUNDAY 

11th SEPTEMBER  
INCLUSIVE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Thursday 

2.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. 
Friday 

3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 
 

 

AT RISK  
WAR 

MEMORIALS  
OPEN DAY 

 

The Chancel,  
Rear of All Saints 

Church, 
Highcross Street, 

Leicester 
 

Saturday 
10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

Sunday 
2.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.  

 

Visit www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk  
for further details 

 
 

 
 
 

LEICESTER POSTCARD FAIR 
 

A reminder to readers that the next  
Leicester Postcard Fair is due to take place on  

 

 

Sunday  
18th September 2022 

 
Open from 10.00 a.m. till 3.00 p.m. 

Admission £1.00 
at 

Holiday Inn, Leicester - Wigston 
(Formerly Wigston Stage Hotel) 

299 Leicester Road 
Wigston Fields 

Leicester 
LE18 1JW 
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LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND 
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
The LRFHS has recently produced the following resources which might be of interest to those 
researching Great War or Second World War ancestry:  
  

Leicestershire & Rutland In Memoriam Index 1915-1919 
Leicester and Leicestershire Absent Voters 1918 -1919 

Illustrated Leicester Chronicle Index 1939-45 
Leicester & Leicestershire Absent Voters 1939-40, 1945-6 

  
In addition, our CD No. 76 includes a number of military indexes. 

  
Full information on the above, ordering information/postage costs etc can be found 
at lrfhs.org.uk under ‘Publications’. All CDs are also available as memory sticks. Downloads will 
also be available soon. All the above resources can also be viewed free of charge at the Society’s 
Research Centre at 7-9 Every Street, Leicester. Open Wednesday - Friday 10.30 a.m. -3.00 p.m.  
In addition to the CD material, the Society has a large number of books on the Leicestershire 
Regiment for reference/research. If you would like a full list of books available, please email 
Sue Lester, LRFHS Publicity Officer on publicity@lrfhs.org.uk 

 
Leicester Group 

Programme of talks September-October 2022 
 

Wednesday September 14th 7.30 p.m. 
Dr. Susan Barton: The Charm of a Lincolnshire Holiday - Beach Huts, Eyesores and Coastal 

Conservation 
 

Wednesday 12th October 7.30pm 
Dr. David Wykes: Unitarianism in 19th Century Leicester and Hinckley 

 
Wednesday 9th November 7.30pm 

Dr. Sally Horrocks: The 5th General Northern Hospital, Leicester 
 

Wednesday 14th December 2-4pm 
A Christmas Family History Miscellany with festive snacks  

 

All these are face to face meetings and will be held at: 
Stoneygate Baptist Church, London Road, Leicester, LE2 3ND 

 
Free onsite parking is available at the rear of the Church and Door open at 7.00 p.m. for a 

7.30 p.m. start. Tea & Coffee and a Book and CD stalls will be available. 
 

Non Members are very welcome to attend. For further information please email: 
Leicester Group Secretary Gaynor Johnston on leicester@lrfhs.org.uk 

 

Our thanks go to Sue Lester for this information 
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Recommended by Pam & Rony Doyle to our readers is: 
 

 
 

 

The Magic Attic is a large local history archive located in 
South Derbyshire at the Sharpe’s Heritage Centre, West 
Street, Swadlincote, DE11 9DG  
  
Records are held for South Derbyshire, North West 
Leicestershire and East Staffordshire which may appeal to 
research students, family historians and village history 
groups. 
 
Amongst their holdings is an indexed archive of local 
service personnel casualties in the Boer War, Great War 
and Second World War. 
 
A broad range of local history books and DVDs are also 
produced, printed by and stocked at the Attic   
 
 

 
Tel: 01283 819020 

Email magicattic@gmail.com 
Website www.magicattic.org.uk 

 

 
 

 
THE LEICESTERSHIRE & ARCHAELOGICAL SOCIETY 

2022 HISTORY FAIR 
 

is taking place at  
Beaumanor Hall 

 

 
 

Beaumanor Dr, Woodhouse, Loughborough LE12 8TX 
on Sunday 18th September 2022 

between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. 
 

THE BRANCH WILL BE AMONGST  
THE STALLHOLDERS IN ATTENDANCE  

AND FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE FORWARDED  
TO MEMBERS/READERS WHEN AVAILABLE 
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JAMES BUCHANAN  
AND 

“THE MENIN GATE AT MIDNIGHT” 
by David Humberston  

 
A recent visit to Cottesbrooke Hall, a Georgian mansion house near the Northamptonshire village 
of the same name (and just a 45-minute drive from Leicester) proved a most interesting excursion 
and provided a number of unexpected connections to the Great War. The guided tour revealed an 
unexpected connection with Elisabeth, the penultimate Empress of Austria who leased the house 
in the 1870s for her equestrian activities – mainly hunting – that she enjoyed on her frequent visits 
to England to escape both her husband, Emperor Franz-Joseph and the rigid protocol of his court. 
Elisabeth’s assassination in Geneva in 1898 was one of many family tragedies to befall the 
Emperor, the last being the assassination of his nephew, Archduke Franz-Ferdinand in 1914, an 
act that led directly to the beginning of the Great War.  
 
The house is currently in the possession of the 
Macdonald-Buchanan family and was purchased in 
1936 by Catherine Macdonald-Buchanan, daughter 
of Sir James Buchanan, later 1st (and only) Lord 
Woolavington. Born Catherine Buchanan, she and 
her husband, Major Reginald Macdonald, M.C., had 
changed their names by deed poll the day before 
they married to ensure the Buchanan surname was 
also passed on to their descendants. Married in 
January 1922, amongst their wedding gifts was a 
bronze statuette of a Great War soldier, sculpted by  

 
Cottesbrooke Hall 

Kathleen Scott, widow of Captain Scott of Antarctic fame, which was presented to Major 
Macdonald by his regiment, the Scots Guards. Names of all the Officers who contributed to its 
cost appear on panels around the base of the statuette, which is on display in one of the rooms of 
the Hall. During the Great War, Kathleen Scott worked at the Queen’s Hospital in Sidcup, creating 
masks and facial models of badly wounded patients to be used by Harold Gillies, a pioneer of 
plastic surgery, in his planning for reconstructive surgery.    
 
In keeping with its equine background, Cottesbrooke Hall houses a superb collection of equestrian 
paintings, including works by George Stubbs, Sir Edwin Landseer, Alfred Munnings, Cecil Aldin 
and Lionel Edwards. The latter three artists all have a Great War connection, Munnings working 
at one stage as a war artist for the Canadian Cavalry Brigade, whilst Aldin (whose son was killed in 
action at Vimy Ridge in 1917) worked as a Remount Purchasing Officer in charge of an Army 
Remount Department whilst Edwards was similarly employed. 
  
The collection was formed principally at the end of the 19th century by Sir James Buchanan, Bt, 
the great grandfather of the Hall’s current owner. Originally displayed at Lavington Park in Sussex, 
it was brought to Cottesbrooke by Sir James’ daughter, Catherine Macdonald-Buchanan when 
Lavington Park was sold. Sir James was a philanthropist and racehorse owner who made his 
fortune in the whisky industry. Born in Ontario, Canada in 1849, he was brought up in Larne in 
Scotland and moved to London in 1879 to act as London agent for whisky firm Charles MacKinlay 
and Co. In 1884 he set up in business himself and quickly thrived. A notable coup was the   
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acquisition of a contract to supply Scotch whisky to the House 
of Commons, further exploited by supplying the drink in a 
black bottle with a discreet white label. M.P.s were soon 
asking for “the black and white whisky” and the name “Black 
and White” soon appeared on the bottle’s label. 
 
In 1903 Buchanan purchased Lavington Park and for more 
than two decades was a significant figure in the horseracing 
and breeding fraternity. Two of his horses won The Derby in 
1922 and 1926. Made a Baronet in 1920 for “services to the 
war effort”, two years later he was elevated to the Peerage, 
taking the title “Lord Woolavington” after a down above 
Lavington Park Sir James Buchanan 

“Vanity Fair” 1907 
 

Officially awarded for being a “generous supporter of many public and charitable objects” it was 
widely said the Prime Minister, David Lloyd George, had, in fact, offered the title in exchange for 
a £50,000 donation to party funds. Buchanan, apparently having little faith in politicians or their 
promises, paid his donation by cheque, postdating it 2nd January 1922 (the day after the New Year’s 
Honours List would be published) and signing it by his proposed future title “Woolavington”, thus 
ensuring the cheque could only be paid if the honour was actually bestowed! 
 
There was, however, no doubt that Sir James spent much of his wealth on philanthropic projects. 
Usually these acts were anonymous, but some, where objects of national importance were 
concerned, became public knowledge. For example, a £50,000 donation was made available to 
King George V for the restoration of St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle, whilst £125,00 was 
given in memory of his late wife Annie (a Great War nurse who died unexpectedly in October 

1918) to the Middlesex Hospital in London. The log book of Lord Nelson’s flagship, H.M.S. 

Victory was purchased for £5,000 and presented to the British Museum, whilst in 1928 a further 
£2,000 secured the haunting painting “Menin Gate at Midnight” (our cover photograph this 
month) which was donated to the Australian Government in memory of their Great War fallen 
who died in France and Flanders.  
 
Painted by Australian artist and Great War veteran Will Longstaff, 
shown right, it depicts the artist’s vision of “steel-helmeted spirits 
rising from the moonlit cornfields around him” as he walked the 
streets of Ypres at night, having seen the Menin Gate Memorial 
unveiled earlier that same day. Immensely popular, after a royal 
command viewing at Buckingham Palace the picture was displayed in 
both Manchester and Glasgow before being taken to Australia, where 
record crowds paid to see the work. Today the painting is part of the 
collection of the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.     
  
Lord Woolavington died on 9th August 1935, exactly a week before his eighty sixth birthday. The 
Baronetcy and Peerage became extinct upon his passing and he left an estate worth over £7 million.  
His sole heir was his daughter Catherine who, as mentioned earlier, purchased Cottesmore Hall 
the year after her father’s death.   

 

Further details about Cottesmore Hall can be found at www.cottesbrooke.co.uk 
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BY THE MENIN GATE AT MIDNIGHT 
 

By the Menin Gate at midnight, where the ghostly braziers glow 
And the weary soldier spirits warm their limbs of long ago 

Whilst they tell again their tales; how they held a fragile line 
Or how they marched on Passchendaele and perished in the slime. 

 
How death was but an instant; be it bullet, gas or shell 

When the darkness of eternal sleep expunged the fires of hell. 
In the shelter of the archway, with its names incised in stone 

They begin to search the panels for the one that holds their own. 
 

As row by row and rank by rank, with ever growing pride, 
The names of fallen comrades pass before their searching eyes, 

Until, at last, the quest is over! Spectral fingers gently touch  
The ever-lasting monument to he who gave so much. 

 
As they bow their heads in tribute, blood red colour their eyes meet 

From a wreath-carpet of Poppies that their every footstep greets, 
Ten decades further forward, in the shadows of the spires, 

From the grateful great-grandchildren, to the saviours of Empire, 
 

 Who lie in the clays of Ypres and the Salient beyond, 
Eternally united, in an unbreakable bond. 

Feeling blessed by this remembrance, they smile and turn to go 
From the Menin Gate at midnight, where the ghostly braziers glow. 

 
D.S. Humberston 
November 2016 
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CONTACT US  

 
   

 
 

Leicestershire & Rutland 
 

YOUR BRANCH 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 
David Humberston 

 Chairman & Speakers List 
 

Paul Warry 

 Vice Chairman, Treasurer & Website 
  

Valerie Jacques  

Secretary & Tiger Newsletter Editor 
 

 Angela Hall  

Events 
 

 Roy-Anthony Birch 

Promotion & War Memorials 
 

YOUR COUNTY TOWN 
REPRESENTATIVES: 

 

Greg Drozdz - Hinckley 

David & Karen Ette - Loughborough 
 

Branch Website Address: 
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 
 

Branch Twitter Address: 
@WFALeicester 

 

We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 16th September 2022 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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