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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
As expected, the Branch Chairs Conference on the last weekend of September proved every bit as 
feisty as anticipated when the recent actions of the Executive Committee towards a certain 
WhatsApp group was discussed. The unfortunate absence of the National Chairman, Tony Bolton, 
did nothing but inflame the situation and it has subsequently been confirmed the disciplinary 
decisions relating to this regrettable incident have now been referred to an independent adjudicator 
for review. Quite what this will achieve is yet to be seen, except providing a reason to defer the 
matter in the hope that tempers cool! That aside, there is nothing of significance to report to the 
members other than to mention the attendances at some branches are now so low as to threaten 
their very continuance. As I have said many times before, your continued support is not only much 
appreciated, but vital to all we seek to achieve.      
 
The onset of November brings with it the season of Remembrance and members may like to know 
that Valerie & I have resumed our annual Armistice Tours to Ypres and will be able to represent 
the Branch at the Menin Gate on 11th November. However, and wherever, you choose to mark 
the day do, please, wear your poppy with pride and remember them . . .    
 

As always, I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our forthcoming Meeting when 

we’re once again going off piste as the following meeting details will foretell . . . 
 
 

D.S.H. 
 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

Venue: The Concert Room, The Elms Social & Services Club,  
Bushloe End, Wigston Magna LE18 2BA – 7 p.m. for a 7:30 start 

 

ALL WELCOME - THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANYONE TO BE,  
OR BECOME, A MEMBER OF THE WFA OR THE ELMS CLUB 

 

 

31st October 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: Ken Hewitt 
 

“Tigers in Captivity - The 1st Battalion, 

Leicestershire Regiment in the Malaya Campaign 

and as Far East Prisoners of War, 1943-1945”.  
 

Another debut speaker at the Branch, Ken began researching his 
father’s military career with the Leicestershire Regiment in 2006, 
which expanded to include all those who fought in the Malaya 
Campaign. Encouraged to publish his work, Ken then spent a   

further six years preparing his book “Tigers in Captivity”, copies of which will be available for 
purchase at the meeting.  
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

NOVEMBER 

 

1st   1914 War at Sea Battle of Coronel off Chile 
1st  1916 Italian Front Ninth Battle of the Isonzo 

2nd   1914 Eastern Front Serbia and Russia declare War on Turkey 

2nd  1916 Western Front Verdun – Fort Vaux reconquered by French – no shots fired 

4th    1914 War in Africa Battle of Tanga 
6th   1914 Home Front German spy, Carl Lody, executed at the Tower of London  

6h  1917  Eastern Front Bolshevik revolution begins – Winter Palace bombarded 
7th  1915 War at Sea Italian liner, SS Ancona, torpedoed by U38 – 208 dead 

8th  1917 Western Front Professional cricketer Colin Blythe killed in action 
9th  1918 Western Front Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicates & flees to the Netherlands 

10th  1915 Italian Front Fourth Battle of the Isonzo 

11th   1918 Western Front Armistice comes into effect at 11 a.m. 

12th  1917 Italian Front Battle of Caporetto ends  

13th  1916 Western Front Battle of the Ancre 
14th  1918 Eastern Front Czechoslovakia becomes independent republic 
18th   1916 Western Front Official end of the Battle of the Somme  

19th  1916 Southern Front Serbian and French forces capture Monastir  

20th   1917 Western Front Battle of Cambrai 

21st   1916 Western Front 86 year old Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria dies of Pneumonia 
21st   1916 War at Sea HMHS Britannic sunk in the Aegean - mines planted by SM-U73 

22nd    1915 Middle East Battle of Ctesiphon – River Tigris, Mesopotamia 
22nd  1918 Western Front King Albert of the Belgians returns to Brussels 

25th   1915 War at Sea French battleship Suffren sunk off Lisbon by U52  

28th  1916 Home Front First enemy aeroplane raid on London by a LGV CIV 

29th  1916 War at Sea Admiral David Beatty appointed to command Home Fleet 

30th  1917 Western Front German counter-attack at Cambrai 
 

 

 

 

Remembering  
Lieutenant Ewart Alan Mackintosh M.C. 

1/5th Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders 
(4th March 1893 – 21st November 1917) 

 

Alan Mackintosh served on both the Somme and at Arras, 
where he was awarded a Military Cross for carrying one of his 
wounded men back to his lines after a trench raid. The soldier 
died during the journey, inspiring one of Mackintosh’s finest 

poems, In Memorium, part of which appears below. 
Mackintosh himself was killed the following year during the 
Battle of Cambrai and rests in Orival Wood Cemetery.    
 

Oh. never will I forget you, my men that trusted me, 

More my sons than your fathers’ for they could only see 

The little helpless babies and the young men in their pride. 

They could not see you dying and hold you while you died.  
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A LETTER FROM THE W.F.A. NATIONAL CHAIRMAN   
 
 

Service of Remembrance,  
The Cenotaph, Whitehall  

11 November 2022 

 
I am writing to all Branches personally to give you notice that at the Executive Committee meeting 
of Saturday 3rd September it was agreed that any branch wishing to send members to the Cenotaph 
this year will be eligible to claim up to £200 towards the cost of transport.  
 
I am keen that all members feel that they are entitled and welcome to take part in the 11am 
Commemoration at the Cenotaph and the Service at the Guards Chapel which follows. For many 
years the London branches have for logistical reasons formed the core of the WFA party but 
everyone is welcome to attend and the financial contribution is intended to encourage the widest 
possible attendance by members. If your branch has not attended in the past please consider this 
invitation. It would be wonderful if every branch could be represented. Please remember you don’t 
have to have served personally to take part. All members are invited.  
 
I must admit that until I took over as Chair of the Association in August 2020, I had never attended 
the service despite being a member for over thirty years. The experience of marching down a 
deserted Whitehall during the pandemic and last year’s return to the full service convinced me that 
we should be encouraging more members to take advantage of this opportunity.  
 
The full details of the Service are published on the inside of the back cover of the latest Stand To!  
 
I hope to see as many branches as possible this year but if work or health reasons make that 
impossible, we are hoping to be able to provide a live streaming of the event.  
 

Best wishes 
 

 
 

Tony Bolton, 
Chair 

 
 

If any WFA member from Leicestershire & Rutland would like to attend and represent the 

Branch that day, please contact David and Valerie as soon as possible at  

foft@live.co.uk to enable us to advise WFA National accordingly. 
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ORPHAN WAR MEMORIALS APPEAL   
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Friends  
 
We have been at All Saints Church for over 10 years and we enjoy excellent relations with our 
landlord. 
 
After the success of the Van Gogh exhibition Churches Conservation Trust is looking at letting 
the building as one complete unit.  CCT has asked us to vacate by 31st March 2023, in only 
six months time. 
 
We have for many months been looking for a new home which offers at the very least what we 
have at All Saints i.e. 60 square metres of space.  In other words, we required a secure separate 
area; heat, power and light; simple kitchen facilities; toilet; disabled access; parking available nearby. 
 
We naturally expect to pay a modest rental and for consumables.  Given the upheaval in moving 
we would need a lease which gives us security for a good long time. 
 
If you know of any where please do let us know. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Chris Stephens; Denis Kenyon; Robin Jenkins 
Leicester City, County & Rutland At Risk War Memorials Project 

 
 

If anyone knows of a suitable property, 

 can they please contact  

Denis Kenyon at  

mail@atriskmemorials.co.uk 
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ALICE BATT, A.M.   
by David Humberston 

 
Within St Mary’s Church at Witney, Oxfordshire a marble monument, depicting the Good 
Samaritan, stands in memory of five generations of the Batt family, who practised as Doctors in 
the town for nearly two centuries. Now another member of the family has been honoured by the 
unveiling of a Blue Plaque, commemorating her gallantry in the Great War. 
 
Born at Witney on 13th November 1889, Alice Batt (shown right) 
was the fifth of six children born to Charles Dorrington Batt and 
his wife Isabel (née Wake). Tutored at home before attending 
Wycombe Abbey School, in 1911 Alice joined the Oxford 22 
Voluntary Aid Detachment and in November 1914 reported for 
duty at the Lady Evelyn Mason Hospital for Officers, situated at 
16 Bruton Street, London. Lady Mason and her husband lived at 
Eynsham Hall in Witney, which may explain how Alice came to 
work at that particular Hospital. She would certainly have been 
fully occupied as the Hospital contained 30 beds and all were 
occupied by the December of that year.       
 
On 7th September 1915, whilst on leave from the Hospital, Alice rescued an eleven-year-old girl, 
Patty Hickman, from drowning at Brigg on the Cumbrian coast. Alice was later awarded the Royal 

Humane Society Bronze Medal, her citation confirming that Patty Hickman, aged 11, was 

bathing in the sea at Brigg and was carried out some 300 yards holding to a lifebuoy. There 

was no boat to hand and after the girl had been an hour and a half in this position Miss Batt 

swam out and was successful in bringing her to shore. In March 1916 Alice requested overseas 
service and was posted to No 9 British Red Cross Hospital, also known as the “Duchess of 
Sutherland’s”, which was based in Calais. Her work her was recognised by the award of the British 
Red Cross Special Service Cross the following year.  
 
By September 1918, as the Allies advanced to victory, the Hospital moved to the French town of 
Hazebrouck, by which time Alice was working as an operating theatre orderly. Although this was 
not a role undertaken by VADs in British military hospitals, it was found acceptable in units run 
under the control of the Joint War Committee of the British Red Cross and Order of St. John. By 
the beginning of October, casualties were great and all medical units were working under extreme 
pressure. Some 15 miles north of Hazebrouck stood the Belgium village of Rousbrugge (now 
known as Roesbugge) where three Casualty Clearing Stations (CCSs), Nos 11, 36 and 44 were 
situated.  
 
Now in danger of being overwhelmed with casualties a request had already been made for extra 
staff, which could not be fulfilled at the time by other British units under War Office control.  The 
principal need was for 'surgical teams' which were mobile groups used to fill urgent gaps, each 
team to consist of one surgeon, one anaesthetist, a trained theatre sister and one or two theatre 
orderlies.  Appeals were also made to both Canadian and American units, who were able to send 
some reinforcements, but the three CCSs remained understaffed.  At that point two surgical teams 
were offered by No 9 British Red Cross Hospital; the offer being gratefully accepted and probably 
the only time this type of staff transfer occurred during the entire War. Theatre orderly Alice Batt  
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was to be part of one of those teams and therefore joined the staff of No 36 Casualty Clearing 
Station. Within a few days she was at the centre of a drama for which she would receive a second 
gallantry award, the Albert Medal.  
 

 

First instituted by Royal Warrant in March 1866, the Albert Medal, named after 
the late Prince Consort, was originally awarded for saving lives at sea. Extended 
eleven years later to include saving lives on land, the latter version of the Medal 
was enamelled in red with a red and white stripped ribbon (see left). A number 
of awards were made during the Great War for life saving not in the face of 

the enemy, some of which have already been featured in previous issues of The 

Tiger.  
 

The citation for Alice’s award was published in the London Gazette of 25th 

April 1919 and describes the incident as follows:  On the 1st October 1918,   

a fire broke out at No. 36 Casualty Clearing Station at Rousbrugge, Belgium, and quickly 

reached the operating theatre, where the surgeon was performing an abdominal operation. 

The light went out, and the theatre was quickly filled with-smoke and flames, but the operation 

was continued by the light of an electric torch, Miss Batt continuing her work of handing 

instruments and threading needles with steadfast calmness, thereby enabling the surgeon to 

complete the operation. Miss Batt afterwards did splendid work in helping to carry men from 

the burning wards to places of safety. 

 
Three other nurses were similarly honoured for their work that day; the citations for Sister 
Gertrude Carlin, Sister Gladys White and Staff Nurse Harriet Fraser providing further details of 

the heroism displayed: The first intimation of danger in the theatres was the lights going out, 

accompanied by volumes of smoke, and almost immediately the wooden walls burst into flames. 

Sisters Gertrude Carlin and Gladys White, along with Staff Nurse Harriet Fraser assisted in 

carrying the unconscious patients to safety and then returned to the burning building to assist 

in retrieving the other patients. During this time the ether bottles and nitrous oxide cylinders 

were exploding, filling the air with fumes and flying fragments of steel.  
   
Alice would receive her award at Buckingham Palace from King George V. Post-war she returned 
to Oxfordshire, where she died unmarried at the aged of 79 in May 1969. On 3rd October this year, 
members of her family joined local officials at the old family home in Witney to unveil a blue 
plaque in her honour. Local reporting suggests Alice was one of sixteen ladies awarded the Albert  
 

  
The Blue Plaque honouring Alice Batt, with members of her family depicted beneath 

 

Medal during the Great War period, but my own research suggests the true number stands at five: 
the four Nurses at Rousbrugge and a young Canadian who saved her brother from a Cougar.    
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GENERAL GIORGIO CIGLIANA  
& THE CIMITERO MONUMENTALE  

DELLE PORTE SANTE  
by Lynn Roffee 

 
Above the Piazzale Michelangelo in Florence lies the Cimitero Monumentale Delle Porte Sante 

otherwise known as the Cemetery of the Holy Doors of Florence and is located in the fortified 
bastion of the Basilica of San Miniato. The construction of the Cemetery dates back to the mid-
nineteenth century while the Basilica is around 1013.  
 
It stands on one of the highest points looking over the Tuscan capital enjoying stunning views of 
the city which is a designated UNESCO World Heritage site. With medieval architecture and home 
to the Uffizi Gallery, to works of art by Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci, one can understand 
why the bourgeoise of Florence wanted to be buried in this cemetery.  The great and the good 
continue to be buried there. 
 
One of the notable burials in the cemetery is that of the Italian Governor of Tripolitania General 
Giorgio Cigliana, who was born in Castellamonte, Turin on 13th March 1857. Cigliana entered the 
Modena Military Academy in 1872 and was commissioned as Second Lieutenant in 1875. He uickly 
moved through the ranks gaining a number of promotions and by 7th  June 1906 was appointed as 
Brigadier General and then commanded the “Siena” Infantry Brigade of the 1st Alpine Brigade. In 
1910 he was appointed Inspector of the Alpine Troops, based in Rome, and in 1911 promoted to 
Division General. 
 

 

In 1913 Cigliana was made Commander of the Tripolitan 
troops in Libya, and in October 1914 appointed to the post 
of Governor of the Colony.  Before he returned to Italy to 
take up his new post as General of the XI Army Corps at 
Bari, he compiled a detailed report for the Foreign Office 
explaining the political and military dangers that the Colony 

was undergoing. Cigliana’s report was only “noted” and 
several months later rebels destroyed the internal garrisons 
resulting in the Italian control being reduced to the coastal 
areas only. 
 
In 1914 when World War I (WW1) broke out, Italy was in 
the Triple Alliance with Germany and Austria-Hungary, 
though Italy declared itself neutral in the conflict. However, 
there was a feeling within the Italian population and the 
various political fractions to go to war against Austria-
Hungary who had been Italy’s historical enemy. Pre-war Italy 
had started to align itself with France and Great Britain both 
for economic and military support. Italy carefully considered 
how to gain the greatest benefit from the war and decided to  

The tomb of  Giorgio Cigliana. No 

usable portrait of the General could 

be found to illustrate this article. 

join the Allies and negotiated the secret Pact (or Treaty) of London with Great Britain and France 

on 26th April 1915. The Pact promised to support Italy in annexing the frontier lands for entering 
the war on the Triple Entente side. On 3rd May 1915, Italy resigned from the Triple Alliance and 
then declared war against Austria-Hungary on 23rd May 1915. 
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The Italian Army was not well trained, the nation poorly prepared and there was split public 
opinion about going to war. The country didn’t have large industrial or financial infrastructure. 
When Italy entered the war, Cigliana commanded the XI Corps operating under the 3rd Army of 
Prince Emanuele Filiberto, Duke of Aosta. General Luigi Cadorna was given the Command as 
Chief of Staff on the Austria-Italian frontier and mounted a series of offensives along the Isonzo 
River. The XI Corps was assigned to the Isonzo border with Austria-Hungary and was involved 
with attacking enemy defenses on the Karst which is a region that goes across Southwestern 
Slovenia and Northeastern Italy. During the 1916 offensive the XI Army Corps grew to five 
divisions. 
 
The 3rd Army occupied the southern part of the Isonzo Front and participated in all twelve of the 
Battles of The Isonzo (1914-1917) though the 12th Battle is sometimes referred to as the Battle of 
Caporetto. This battle took place from 24th October to 19th November 1917 near the town of 
Kobard (then part of the Austrian Littoral) now part of Slovenia. The Italian losses were enormous 
with 13,000 killed, 30,000 wounded and approximately 270,000 were taken as prisoners, many 
willingly. After this overwhelming defeat of the Italian Army at the battle, the British and French 
insisted on the removal of Cadorna. He was relieved of command on 9th November 1917 and 
transferred to the Allied Supreme War Council based in Versailles. Cadorna is reported to have 
had poor relations with other generals on his staff and by the start of the 12th Battle had sacked 
217 Generals, 255 Colonels and 355 Battalion Commanders. Little wonder that he was detested 
by his troops as being too harsh. 
 
The Battles of the Isonzo were fought along the Isonzo River on the Eastern Sector of the Italian 
Front. The geographical difficulties of the mountainous terrain were a serious disadvantage to the 
Italians in this campaign.  There was record rainfall in the Isonzo sector which also impacted upon 
their ability to advance. 
 

 

Cigliana took part in the first of 10 Battles of the 
Isonzo, and always deployed to the left of the 3rd 
Army. On 29th June 1916 at Monte San Michele, the 
Austrians attacked using asphyxiating gases. In less 
than 2 hours 2,700 Italians were dead with 4,000 
incapacitated. Cigliana encouraged the survivors and 
helped succeed in repelling the enemy attack. In 
August that year, at the 6th Battle of Isonzo, the XI 
Corps succeeded in taking Monte San Michele and 
secured the high grounds to the east of Vallone.  For 
this success General Cigliana was awarded the 
Commander of the Military Order of Savoy 

(Commendatore Dell’ Ordine Militare Di Savoia). 
The translation of the wording of the citation reads 

“Commander of the Military Order of Savoy “With 

unique expertise directed at his troops to conquer 

the Karst step under San Michele and San Martino 

(June-July 1915) and then, conquered these 

powerful bulwarks (August 1916), he pursued the 

enemy at the Nat Logem which he conquered. 

Winning then fierce resistance was able with skillful  

Map of The Italian Front illustrating the 

heavily contested area around the  

River Isonzo 

movements and sure energy to overcome the opposing defences of Veliki Kriback and Dosso 

Faiti on which definitely asserted himself”. 
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Later that year the 7th, 8th and 9th Battles of Isonzo took place and the XI Corps reached beyond 
Veliki Kriback and Dosso Faiti. In May 1917, after the 10th Battle of Isonzo, Cigliana left the 
Command of the XI Corps. The XI Corps were cited three times in the Supreme Command’s war 
bulletins and in 5 other war bulletins whilst under the command of Cigliana. 
  
On 23rd August 1917 Cigliana took command of the Naples Corps and then on 5th January 1919 
the Florence Corps. On the 8th October that year, whilst in Florence, Cigliana died suddenly. The 

Duke of Aosta wrote to Cigliana’s widow- the translation reads: “With anguished heart I express 

to you and your family the most sincere expression of condolences for the painful loss of 

General Cigliana, my devoted collaborator and dear friend. The flags of the Third Army bend 

reverently before the tomb of the ancient Commander of the XI Corps which comes from the 

bloody cliffs of San Michele and the beatings of the Faiti, the sweet call of our brothers in arms 

today joined in immortality and glory”. 

 
Cigliana’s grave, and the immediate area is surrounded with metal fencing thus making it difficult 
to get close to take a decent photo. It is however, located towards the front of the cemetery in an 
area bursting with graves and monuments and has a splendid view over Florence. There are many 
family tombs, private chapels and graves. It has been said that the cemetery is an open-air museum 
filled with sculptures, amazing architecture many inspired by Florence’s medieval and Renaissance 
churches. There is such a diverse range of styles ranging from neo-classic to Art Nouveau.   
 

   
The Lorenzini family Chapel (Mausoleum), the wooden “Pinocchio” and Carlo Lorenzini 

 
One of the most well-known people to be buried there is “il Collodi” Carlo Lorenzini, better 
known by his pen name of Carlo Collodi, He was an Italian author, humourist and journalist and 
widely known as the creator of Pinocchio and for his fairy tale novel of The Adventures of 
Pinocchio. It’s not hard to find his tomb as a wooden carving of Pinocchio has been placed there. 
 
Perhaps one of the most well-known statues is that of the two Mazzone siblings. At first sight you 
might could be forgiven for thinking the statue is of two lovers. Mario served as a pilot during 
WW1 and was killed, his sister Maria died just before her wedding. Their mother wanted them to 
be reunited in after life so Mario is depicted wearing his unform whilst Maria in her wedding dress. 
It hasn’t been possible to find any further information relating to Mario. 
 
Another soldier who died during the WWI and whose tomb is in the cemetery is that of Aldo 
Ranfagni, a Second Lieutenant, who was with the 2136th Machine Gun Company. Ranfagni was 
born on 20th May 1892 in Florence.  He died in No. 064 field hospital due to illness on 26th October 
1918.  
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The graves of Aldo Ranfagni (left) and Mario and Maria Mazzone (centre and right) 

 
After the general armistice (see footnote), when peace negotiations took place in Paris, there was 
great opposition from other Allied leaders to give the Italians what they had been promised in the 
Pact/Treaty of London. The Italians would eventually receive control of the Tyrol and a 
permanent seat on the League of Nations. But within the country many were unhappy and 
resentments would drive the success of Benito Mussolini and his fascist movement. 
 
Like other countries, Italy counted its dead and this was organised by regions and military districts 
which produced a “Roll of Honour”. Until recently the details of the fallen Tuscan soldiers who 
died during WW1 was only available in files in the archives of the Office of the Roll of Honour or 

in printed volumes of the “Albo d’oro” which was published in 1945 and 1946. To date, Tuscany 

hasn’t digitized the files of the Roll of Honour of the Tuscans who died in the war.  However, the 
Historical Institute of the Resistance and Contemporary Society of Reggio Emilia has 
photographed the pages of the entire collection. This is now available on the 
www.grandeguerraitalia-com website, though names can only be browsed but not interrogated. 
 

Footnote: The Austro-Hungarians signed their own Armistice at Padua on 3rd November 1918, 
ending hostilities on the Italian Front. The Armistice signed by Germany effectively ending the 
War was signed eight days later.   
 
 
 
 

DATE FOR THE DIARY  
 
The recently postponed Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society History Fair will 
now take place on:  

SATURDAY 
18TH MARCH 2023 

at 
Beaumanor Hall, Beaumanor Dr, Woodhouse, Loughborough LE12 8TX 

 
The Branch will be exhibiting on the day. 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD  
 
 

 

 

LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND 
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

Leicester Group 
Programme of talks 2022 

 
Wednesday 9th November 7.30pm 

Dr. Sally Horrocks: The 5th General Northern Hospital, Leicester 
 

Wednesday 14th December 2-4pm 
A Christmas Family History Miscellany with festive snacks  

 

All these are face to face meetings and will be held at: 
Stoneygate Baptist Church, London Road, Leicester, LE2 3ND 

 
Free onsite parking is available at the rear of the Church and Doors open at 7.00 p.m. for a 

7.30 p.m. start. Tea & Coffee and a Book & CD stalls will be available. 
 

Non-Members are very welcome to attend. For further information please email: 
Leicester Group Secretary Gaynor Johnston on leicester@lrfhs.org.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
AT RISK 

WAR MEMORIALS 
OPEN DAY 

SATURDAY 
19th NOVEMBER 2022 

 

The Chancel, 
Rear of All Saints Church, 
Highcross Street, Leicester 

 

11.00A.M. – 4.00P.M. 
 

Visit www.leicester-rutlandatriskwarmemorials.btck.co.uk 
for further details 
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THE MACLEAR FAMILY AT WAR 
by David Humberston  

 

In the previous edition of The Tiger, I recounted the story of Captain Basil Maclear of the Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers, who fell in action defending Mouse Trap Farm, near Ypres, on 24th May 1915. 
As stated in that article, Basil was the youngest of five Maclear brothers, all of whom served in the 
Great War and whose stories now need to be recounted to fully understand the sacrifice made by 
the wider Maclear family in that conflict. Further research has discovered that three of Basil’s 
“cousins” were also killed whilst a potential further fatality may yet be confirmed.  
 
To understand the family relationships fully, it is necessary to start this account with Basil’s great 
grandfather, Sir Thomas Maclear, who was born in Newtownstewart, Co. Tyrone in March 1794. 
Refusing to follow his father, the Reverend James Maclear, into the priesthood, Thomas departed 
for London to study medicine at both St Guy’s and St Thomas’s Hospitals, being appointed to the 
Royal College of Surgeons in 1815. Appointed House Surgeon at Bedford Infirmary in 1823, two 
years later he married Mary Pearse, the daughter of Bedford’s Clerk to the Peace and also began 
to enjoy his passion for astronomy, setting up an observatory in a property owned by his uncle. 
 
In 1834 Thomas and his family departed for Cape Town, South Africa with Thomas taking up the 
post of Her Majesty’s Astronomer at the Cape of Good Hope, where he would work until 1870. 
Interested in the exploration of Africa, he became close friends with David Livingstone, who 
named Cape Maclear in modern day Malawi in his honour. Knighted in 1860, a beacon on top of 
Beacon Mountain still bears his name, as does a crater on the Moon. Sir Thomas survived his wife 
by 18 years, passing away in July 1879            

 

 

 

 

 
 

Illustrious ancestors: Sir Thomas Maclear, photographed in 1860 (left), his son Admiral John 

Maclear (right) and the Maclear Rat (centre) named after him. 

 
Between 1826 and 1845 Mary Maclear gave birth to eleven children, seven daughters and four 
sons. The second son, the memorably named John Flot Lee Pearse Maclear, pursued a career in 
the Royal Navy, eventually rising to the rank of Admiral. Best known for commanding voyages of 
scientific discovery, he was paid the dubious honour of having a breed of rat found only on 

Christmas Island named after him. The Maclear Rat (Rattus Macleari) was later declared extinct 
in 1908.  
 
It is, however, with the youngest son of the four that we begin our story of the “Great War” 
Maclears as it was this child, Captain Henry Wallich Maclear of the 3rd Battalion “The Buffs” (Royal  
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East Kent Regiment) who returned to Bedford to practice medicine and raise five sons, the 
youngest of whom was Basil, the subject of my previous article. All of the brothers would serve in 
the Great War and three, including Basil, would give their lives for their country. 
 

 

The first to fall was the third son, Percy, (left) born in October 1875. 
Educated at Canterbury and Bedford and the Royal Military College 
at Sandhurst, he was commissioned into the Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
in 1895, rising to the rank of Brevet Major by 1901. Mentioned in 
Despatches three times during the Boer War, Percy then served with 
the West Africa Frontier Force between 1903 and 1908, taking part 
in operations in South Nigeria, where he was once again Mentioned 
in Despatches. In August 1908, he was awarded the Royal Humane 
Society Medal for attempting to save a fellow Officer from 
drowning in the River Nile at Khartoum.    
 
In April 1914, Percy returned to the West Africa Frontier Force with    

the temporary rank of Lieutenant Colonel and was placed in command of 8,000 troops of the 
Southern Nigerian Regiment. In late August 1914 he led a column of men from Yola in Nigeria 
across the border into the German colony of Cameroon to attack three German forts at Garua, a 
journey of some 90 miles. Upon arrival on 29th August, Percy decided to launch an attack that 
night, an assault that achieved limited success against only the northern German fort. Determined 
to rest his men, Percy declined requests to assault the central fort whilst darkness remained and 
resumed his attack the following morning.  
 
However, heavy concentrated fire against the British native troops caused them to break ranks and 
flee and with reserves too far in the rear to assist, the attack was routed. Percy, mortally wounded, 
was last seen staggering into the jungle and his body was never recovered. Today he is 
commemorated on the Lokoja Memorial in Nigeria. He left a widow, Ethel, and a three-year-old 
daughter, Emily, living in Camberley in Surrey, where Percy had been posted to the Army Staff 
College in 1911 prior to returning to Africa.  
 
Nearly nine months after his brother’s death, Basil, the youngest of the five, fell gallantly in action 
defending his Battalion’s positions at Mouse Trap Farm on the outskirts of Ypres, as described in 
my previous article. This was not to be, however, the last of the losses incurred by the Maclear 
family.   
 
The eldest son, Harry, (right) was born in February 1872 and was 
gazetted to the East Lancashire Regiment in March 1891 after spending 
twelve months at the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. Harry saw 
service in India in the Chitral campaign of 1895, on the North West 
frontier and in East Africa, where he commanded 9th Somali Camel 
Corps, serving in Somaliland in 1903 and 1904. 
 
The Regiment departed for France in November 1914 where Harry was 
awarded a Distinguished Service Order and twice Mentioned in 
Despatches. Wounded during the Battle of Loos, he was killed by a stray 
bullet to the head on 15th March 1916 whilst attached to the 13th Royal 
Scots as a Lieutenant Colonel. He lies today in Mazingarbe Communal   

Cemetery, near Loos. He left a widow, Beatrice, residing in Bedford.  
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Of the two surviving brothers, it was the second, Arthur Maclear, born in December 1873, who 
was the only brother not to make the Army his career. A miniature painter, Arthur nevertheless 
served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 1st Battalion, Royal Guernsey Light Infantry, before transferring 
in 1915 to the Army Service Corps, in which he saw service overseas. Attaining the rank of 
Lieutenant, post war he would return to Bedford where he lived with his wife, Lily, before moving 
to Bognor, where he died in April 1945.   
 

 

The fourth of the brothers was Ronald Maclear, 
born in June 1877. Upon leaving school he took a 
position in a Tea Brokers, but later moved to the 
Principal Probate Registry, High Court of Justice at 
Somerset House in London. Having served with the 
5th (Militia) Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment in 
South Africa, Ronald returned to his pre-war 
profession with the rank of Lieutenant before 
transferring to the Army Service Corps. In France 
from September 1915, Ronald served with both the 
32nd and 9th Divisional Trains in the Somme, Ypres 
and Amiens sector, ending the War as a Lieutenant-
Colonel with a Military Cross (awarded in 1918) an   

 
Lieutenant  

Arthur Maclear 

Lieutenant-Colonel 

Ronald Maclear 

O.B.E (awarded 1919) and a Mention in Despatches.  
 
Relinquishing his Commission in 1920, he returned to work at Somerset House before passing 
away in May 1932 at the age of 54. A talented Rugby player like his brother Basil, Ronald had 
represented Blackheath, Kent and the East Midlands and once represented England in a match 
against “The Rest”.  
 
Another Maclear fatality of the Great War was Private Kenneth Maclear of the 4th Regiment, South 
African Infantry. Kenneth was a great-grandson of Sir Thomas Maclear, his grandfather being 
George Maclear, the eldest son of Sir Thomas, who worked as his father’s assistant at the Royal 
Observatory in Cape Town. In 1870 George had married Sophia Laing and their marriage 
produced three daughters and three sons, one of the latter being Kenneth’s father, John Laing 
Maclear. John would marry twice (confusingly both wives were named Annie) and Kenneth was 
one of four children from the first marriage.  
 
The 4th Regiment of South African Infantry was raised in 
Cape Town and became known as the “South African 
Scottish”. They would see action on the Somme, at Arras 
and at Ypres in the Battle of Passchendaele. Kenneth 
Maclear fell in action on 14th October 1917 but has no 
known grave. Today, like his first cousin once removed, 
Basil Maclear, he is remembered on the Menin Gate 
Memorial to the Missing (Panel 16 – shown left).   

 

 

 
The remaining two Maclear fatalities are two brothers who are second cousins of Basil and his 
siblings. The Reverend George Maclear, brother of Sir Thomas, was Chaplain of Bedford County 
Prison from 1832 to 1869. His eldest son, George Frederick, was predeceased by both of his wives, 
the second, Eva, dying in 1890 leaving George to bring up their four young children, three sons 
and a daughter.  
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Basil George Hope Maclear was the second of the three sons. Born in October 1885 and educated 
at Canterbury and University College, Reading, in 1904 he moved to South Africa to purchase a 
fruit farm in Cape Province. In September 1915 he returned to England and was commissioned 
as an Officer in the Grenadier Guards. Embarking for France that December, he joined the 4th 
Battalion of his Regiment in 1916 with the rank of 2nd Lieutenant.  
 

 

On 19th April of that year German forces attacked the British front 
line at the village of Wieltje, close to where the “other” Basil had 
perished at Mouse Trap Farm. Capturing 600 yards of British trenches, 
they began bombing their way towards a party of Scots Guards. Basil, 
commanding a strong patrol sent to assist the Scots, succeeded in 
evicting the enemy, taking one German as a prisoner. For this action 

he was awarded the Military Cross, the citation reading: For 

conspicuous gallantry and ability. When ordered to establish 

communication with another battalion, he did so over 250 yards of 

ground in the face of very heavy shell fire, establishing bombing 

posts as he proceeded. 
 
At 1.10 in the morning of 26th July, the Germans launched another  

2nd Lt. Basil George 

Hope Maclear 

assault, this time against lines held by Basil’s Company of the 4th Grenadier Guards. Some half a 
dozen of the enemy succeeded in jumping over the parapet of the British trenches and bombed a 
working party taken utterly by surprise. Basil, hearing the commotion, rushed to the scene and was 
killed instantly by a bomb thrown at close range. Further reinforcements then arrived and ejected 

the raiders, who escaped under cover of darkness. The Battalion War Diary recorded that the loss 

of 2nd Lieutenant Maclear will be very greatly felt by all ranks. He was absolutely fearless and 

self reliant. Basil’s remains were subsequently buried in Essex Farm Cemetery, where he rests to 
this day in Plot II Row Z Grave 19. 
 

 

Basil’s younger brother, Geoffrey D’Olier Maclear, was born in 
Canterbury in October 1887. Educated at Canterbury and St John’s 
College, Oxford in 1911 he moved to Manchester to study for the 
Civil Service. The following year he departed for Calcutta and a 
post as Inspector of Government Colleges and Schools. In 1915 he 
was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in Reserve of Officers, 
Indian Army and was attached initially to the 27th Dogras and then 
to the 2nd Battalion, 39th Garhwal Rifles which were stationed in 
Meerut. Promoted to Lieutenant in June 1916, the following year 
he saw action in Mesopotamia, taking part in the capture of Ramadi 
in September, where he was thrice wounded and invalided home  
 

Awarded the Military Cross for his gallantry, the citation read: For 

conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in an attack. He was 

with the leading Company, and although he received a severe 

wound in the neck, and another bullet in the shoulder, it was not until he had got a bullet in the 

knee that he stopped advancing. Cool and dashing, his conduct was magnificent throughout.     
Returning to duty in Salonica, the effects of his wounds and the hardships of Mesopotamia had 
undermined his health and he returned home suffering from dysentery, dying in London on 29th 
January 1919. His headstone at St Martin’s Churchyard in Canterbury is shown above.    

 

At the going down of the sun, let us remember them all. 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 18th November 2022 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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