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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
As we near the close of November, now is perhaps the time to reflect upon the recent events 
commemorating our War Dead. Personally, the highlight was being able to once again return to 

Ypres with our Friends of Flanders Tours pilgrimage for the first time in three years and be 
beneath the Menin Gate on the morning of 11th November. As is traditional, Amgela Hall laid a 
wreath on behalf of the Branch, who were also represented at Oakham and at the official unveiling 
of the new Leicester Tigers War Memorial which appears on the cover of this month’s issue. More 
will be said about that particular memorial in the following pages. 
 
The one disappointment was the talk on the afternoon of 7th November which purported to be 
giving a history of the Regimental Chapel within Leicester Cathedral.  A subtle change in the 
original subtitle was, however, followed by what quickly became an anti-slavery, anti-Empire 
presentation, with the foot soldiers of our local Regiment being damned for their apparent part in 
maintaining Britain’s evil colonial past! To offer such a ridiculous re-write of British history at all 
is disappointing, but to offer it in the week leading up to our national Remembrance 
commemorations was not only improper but totally disrespectful of those who had fallen. Rest 
assured that, at a suitable juncture, detailed feedback will be delivered.  
 

As always, I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our forthcoming Meeting.   
 
 

D.S.H. 
 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

Venue: The Concert Room, The Elms Social & Services Club,  
Bushloe End, Wigston Magna LE18 2BA – 7 p.m. for a 7:30 start 

 

ALL WELCOME - THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANYONE TO BE,  
OR BECOME, A MEMBER OF THE WFA OR THE ELMS CLUB 

 

 

28th November 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: Mark Gamble 

 

Guests of the Kaiser: 

P.O.W.’s in World War I 
 

 
A regular attendee at our Meetings, Mark presents what 
promises to be an interesting sequel to last month’s 
presentation by sharing with us his knowledge of British 
Prisoners of War in the 1914-18 conflict  
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

DECEMBER 
 

PLEASE NOTE OUR DECEMBER MEETING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY 19TH 
 

1st   1918 Western Front Allied troops cross into Rhineland 
4th  1916 Home Front Admiral Sir John Jellicoe appointed British First Sea Lord 

4th  1918 USA President Woodrow Wilson sails for Versailles Peace Conference 

6th  1916 Southern Front Central Powers under General Mackensen enter Bucharest 

6th  1917 War at Sea French munition ship Mont Blanc explodes - Halifax, Nova Scotia  

7th    1915 Middle East Siege of Kut-el-Amara begins 
7th   1916 Home Front David Lloyd George replaces Herbert Asquith as PM  

7th  1917 Western Front USA’s 42nd “Rainbow” Division arrives in France 

8th   1914  War at Sea Battle of the Falkland Islands 
8th  1915 Home Front John McCrae’s “In Flanders Fields” appears anonymously in “Punch” 

9th  1917 Southern Front Romania agrees an armistice with Central Powers 

10th  1917 Western Front French General Sarrail sacked by Prime Minister Clemenceau 
11th  1917 Middle East General Edmund Allenby enters Jerusalem through the Jaffa Gate 

12th  1916 Western Front General Joseph Joffre becomes French Commander in Chief 

13th    1916 Middle East General Maude commences British offensive along River Tigris 

15th  1917 Eastern Front Armistice reached between Bolsheviks and Central Powers 

16th  1914 Home Front Hartlepool, Whitby & Scarborough bombarded by German Navy  

17th  1915 Western Front Sir John French dismissed – Haig appointed C in C of BEF 
18th  1916 Western Front Battle of Verdun ends with German defeat – 1 million casualties 

18th  1918 Southern Front French troops occupy Odessa on Black Sea 
20th   1915 Gallipoli Evacuation of ANZAC sector completed  

23rd  1916 Middle East Battle of Magdhaba – Allied forces defeat Turks on Sinai 

25th  1914 Western Front Christmas Truce - Football match played across No-Man’s-Land  

28th   1914 Home Front Military Cross created 

 
The Christmas Truce, 1914 
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REMEMBERING THE FALLEN   
 

November is, of course, the month of remembrance and it also saw the unveiling of three new 
memorials and a knitted tribute to our fallen. The latter appeared courtesy of the mysterious 
“Syston Knitting Banksy” who decorated, yet again, a local pillar box and bollard as depicted 
below. 
 

  
(Photographs by Nicola Brown) 

   
On Sunday, 30th October a statue of a Sikh Soldier was 
unveiled close to De Montfort Hall. A bronze figure on a 
granite plinth, the statue honours all Sikhs who fought for 
Great Britain in conflicts around the world. Images of Sikhs at 
War also appear on three sides of the plinth.  
 
Seven years after the project was conceived, the unveiling was 
conducted in front of a large audience, including 
representatives from the military. Had our Branch been 
notified, arrangements would have been made for us to be 
represented on the day too!   
 
Ajmer Singh Basra, president of the War Memorial Committee 

said: “We are so proud to be unveiling this memorial to 

honour the sacrifice of all those brave men who travelled 

thousands of miles to fight for a country that wasn’t their 

own. The statue will also serve as a reminder for Sikhs who 

have made Leicester their home since the 1950s. The Sikhs, 

whilst forming a small proportion of the population of the 

Indian Subcontinent, contributed on a major scale to 

various wars, and notably the First and Second World 

Wars.” 
   

 
 (Photograph by Nicola Brown) 
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Greg Drozdz has also advised us of the unveiling on Remembrance Sunday of a blue plaque in 
Hinckley to Sergeant Albert Wilbur, D.C.M. & Bar of the 1/5th Leicestershire Regiment. Situated 
at the premises of G Seller & Co, undertakers, which incorporates Bassett’s Yard, the birthplace 
of our decorated soldier, this unveiling was also not widely advertised. Greg has, however, sent us 
a photograph of the plaque and two images of Sergeant Wilbur, which we reproduce below.   
 

 
 

Details of the official unveiling of the new Memorial at the Leicester Tigers Rugby Ground  

at Welford Road appears on Page 15 this Newsletter 
 
 

ON THE NOTICEBOARD  
 

 

 

LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND 
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

Leicester Group 
Programme of talks 2022 

 
Wednesday 14th December 2-4pm 

A Christmas Family History Miscellany with festive snacks  
 

All these are face to face meetings and will be held at: 
Stoneygate Baptist Church, London Road, Leicester, LE2 3ND 

 
Free onsite parking is available at the rear of the Church and Doors open at 7.00 p.m. for a 

7.30 p.m. start. Tea & Coffee and a Book & CD stalls will be available. 
 

Non-Members are very welcome to attend. For further information please email: 
Leicester Group Secretary Gaynor Johnston on leicester@lrfhs.org.uk 
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SIDNEY GILBERT SIMPSON – A GUEST OF THE KAISER   
by Mark Gamble  

 
Sidney Gilbert Simpson was born in the Paddington district 
of London in late 1897. He was the son of John William 
Simpson, a mattress maker, and his wife Jessie, née Murrell. 
When Sidney was an infant he and his parents, two elder 
brothers, an elder sister, and a younger brother, lived at 19, 
Kensal Road, Paddington; a property that housed four other 
families. 
 
In 1911 Sidney, at the age of 13 years’ old, and still at school 
was living with his parents and seven siblings at 96, Carlisle 
Street, Marylebone, North-West London. Sidney’s eldest 
brother, Herbert, worked for a furniture dealer. His elder 
brother, Walter, worked as a porter for a provisions 
merchant, whilst his elder sister, Ruby was employed as a 
nurse maid. On leaving school Sidney took up employment 
in the same trade as is father, he became a mattress maker.  
 

 
Private Sidney Simpson 

However, in August 1914, following the declaration of war against Germany, there was a great call 
to arms. In London, and across the country, Regular Army and Territorial Force units were 
mobilised and ex-soldiers were recalled to the colours. Newspapers began reporting upon the 
army’s engagement with the Germans, and how men were needed to stop the beastliness of the 
Hun army. In the fervour that enveloped the early months of the war thousands volunteered for 
army service, men eager to do their bit. Sidney Gilbert Simpson was one of the many that 
responded to the general call. On the 18th April 1915, he joined the army and became Private, 3679, 
S. G. Simpson, of the 7th Battalion London Regiment.  
 
It was not until 1916 that Private Simpson joined the British Expeditionary Force on the Western 
Front, although the exact date of his arrival in France is unknown. However, on the 21st May 1916 
he and his comrades of the 7th Battalion London Regiment were facing the German Army South 
of Souchez, in front of the Vimy Ridge, France. Private Simpson was serving with ‘D’ Company 
of the regiment. 
 
The battalion’s position in the front line had followed a number of movements in the preceding 
days. On the 1st May 1916 the battalion was in the Carency sector where it was inspected by the 
Brigade Commanders. On the 3rd May, having experienced reasonably quiet conditions for the 
previous two days, the battalion arrived in reserve billets at Maisnil Bouche; which were duly given 
a general clean-up. The following day company training took place on the firing range. On the 
evening the 4th May the battalion supplied a working party of 4 officers and 200 men for works on 
the Maistre Line, working under the Royal Welsh Fusiliers.  
 
On the 5th May the whole battalion went to have baths at Fresnicourt, the whole of ‘C’ Company 
were inoculated, and the following day ‘D’ company received the same medical attention. Around 
100 men were employed once again as a working party with the Royal Welsh Fusiliers at Carency. 
On Sunday, 7th May, there was a church parade at the billets in Maisnil Bouche. However, the 
following day, at 6pm, the battalion moved to Villers Au Bois to relieve the 20th Battalion London 
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Regiment. On the 9th May ‘C’ and ‘D’ Companies were inspected by the commanding officer, and 
later that day some men were supplied to working parties engaged in tunnelling, signalling, and 
carrying activities. On the 10th May working parties were supplied to the Royal Engineers, the 
Signal Company, and the 141st Brigade. On the 11th May Major C. J. S. Green took over command 
of the Battalion in the absence of Colonel Faux. From the 11-13th May the battalion was engaged 
in training and also providing more working parties. Church parade was held in a hut on Sunday 
14th May, but there was no day of rest for working parties that were supplied to the Signal 
Company, which carried out their activities over the next two days. On the 17th May officers of 
the battalion reconnoitred a new line. Companies were engaged in training and also barbed wiring 
practice. 
 
At 9pm on the 18th May the battalion relieved the 13th Battalion Cheshire Regiment in support of 
the Berthonval Section of the front line. Two companies were sent to Cabaret House and two 
companies to the Zouave Valley. The headquarters and details were also positioned in the valley. 
In the evening of the following day the battalion began relieving the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles 
from their positions in the sector; this was completed in the early hours of the morning on the 20th 
May. As it was discovered that there was no barbed wire along the battalion’s front, during the 
night ‘A’ Company successfully wired nearly all of the battalion’s line. Following some movements 
the battalion had three companies in the line, with headquarters and one company in the Zouave 
Valley. The line was subjected to heavy fire from trench mortars and shelling by the Germans. 
 
The morning of the 21st May saw no let up in the German fire that rained down on the positions 
of the 7th Battalion London Regiment. The German artillery fire from Vimy Ridge, onto a narrow 
2000 yard section of the British front line, was the first phase of an attack to capture the entrances 
to tunnels that the Royal Engineers had been using to mine German positions. Private Sidney 
Simpson, and his comrades, began to endure extremely heavy fire, especially from minenwerfer 
mortars. However this was just a prelude to the German barrage with both heavy shells and tear 
gas shells that opened up at 3.40 in the afternoon on the front line and the Zouave Valley. The 
terrific barrage lasted for over 4 hours. At 7.50pm, with over 70,000 shells having been fired by 
the Germans, the barrage was raised and immediately German infantry attacked British positions. 
 
A report made from the perspective of the officers of the 7th Battalion London Regiment takes up 
the narrative on the day’s events: 
 

On the morning of the 21st the enemy bombardment with heavy trench mortars was very 
heavy and continuous on our front and support lines. A platoon on the right front was twice 
shelled out of the front trench into the support. This particular section of the line was knocked 
almost flat. Also a detached post of 1 officer and 20 men on the left front about S. 15. d. 2. 3. 
[Trench Map Position] was completely wiped out except for 4 men who managed to get back 
to the front line. 
 

The company in the neighbourhood of White Hart Street was very heavily shelled. 

International Avenue and Central Avenue were intermittently shelled during the morning. 
During the morning communication was kept with all three front companies. At 3.40 pm the 

enemy opened a barrage along the Zouave Valley – at 3.45pm word was received from the 
centre & right companies that the enemy fire was terrific all along the front. The shelling to a 
great extent was composed of Lachrymatory shells [Tear gas], which cause great 
inconveniences. 
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The shelling was incessant and concentrated on the front & support lines & the 

communications trenches & the valley. Communication up International Trench was 
absolutely impossible & communication with the left Company was never obtained from 3.40 
onwards. At 7.55 the enemy lifted his fire & advanced in waves almost on the heels of his own 

barrage. He advanced across our front but had apparently lost direction as on reaching Old 

Boot Street he wheeled to his left & came straight on to us. The left Company was completely 

cut off so were a detached post at the top of Old Boot Street & the front & support lines 

between Old Boot Street & Central Avenue. 

 
At 8.30 word was received from the centre Company that the enemy had taken our front & 
support lines & that the centre Company under Captain L. E. Rundell had formed a double 

block in Old Boot Street & the bombers under 2nd Lieutenant Taylor had formed a double 

block in Central Avenue. 

 
During this period the support Company had taken up a position along the ridge above the 

Back Walk between Central Avenue & International Avenue. In receipt of the word that our 
front & support lines had fallen 2 platoons of Support Company under G. Rushworth were 
sent forward at 8.40 to try & drive enemy out of our centre front but they were unsuccessful 
owing to their small numbers. His counter attack caused the Germans to waver and hesitate 
& probably had it been possible to make the counter attack with larger numbers a portion of 
the lost line would have been recovered. What were left came back & joined their other 2 
platoons on the ridge.   

 
At 8.55 the 6th Battalion [London Regiment] were asked to reinforce our left as our left 

Company had been cut off & the enemy were in International Avenue & forming a double 

block. At 9.20 the 6th Battalion had sent a Company & 2 Lewis Guns up International Trench 
which they held facing South. Also they had sent another Company to line the ridge on our 

left. So our Support Company was told to counter on the right & the bombers up Central 

Avenue in co-operation with the 6th Battalion. 

 
The following day, on the 22nd May, British counter-attacks were made on the newly seized 
German positions, but without effect. The Germans were left where they were. At 11pm in the 
evening the battered 7th Battalion London Regiment began to be relieved from its front line 
positions by the 1st Battalion Berkshire Regiment. The relief of the battalion was completed in the 
early hours of the morning on the 23rd May. Later that day the Battalion moved to Camblain 
L’Abbe where it was billeted in huts. At 6pm in the evening a roll call was made of all the 
companies of the battalion – Private Sidney Simpson did not answer to his name. 

 
The swiftness of the German infantry attack on the 21st May meant that many British troops were 
captured in their shelters; others were dead, claimed by the shelled ground. By the time the 
battalion was counting its losses Private Simpson, was behind the German lines, he was one of 
several soldiers of the 7th Battalion London Regiment that had been seized. On the 25th May he 
was taken from the battlefield and by the 6th June he was a prisoner in hutted accommodation at 
Dülmen Prisoner of War (POW) Camp, along with others of the battalion. By August 1916 he had 
been moved North-East, with several 7th Battalion comrades, to a camp in the open-countryside, 
near Münster. At Münster I POW Camp Private Simpson would see out the rest of the war.  
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A German Map showing Dülmen, where Private Simpson was originally taken as a Prisoner 

of War. Münster is also shown, to the north-east of Dülmen 
  

 
After the Armistice of 1918, British troops were returned to 
England. On the 17th March 1919, having been medically assessed, 
then Private, 351312, Sidney G. Simpson, 7th Battalion London 
Regiment was discharged from the army on account of wounds. In 
recognition of his services rendered he was awarded the Silver War 
Badge (shown right). After the war he also received the British War 
Medal and Allied Victory Medal for his overseas service. 
 
On return to civilian life, on the 8th February 1920, Sidney Gilbert 
Simpson, mattress maker, married Miss Sarah Ann Spear at  

 

 

Emmanuel Church, Camberwell. The couple had six children. In 1939 the Simpson family lived at 
1, The Green, Falconwood Parade, Bexley, Kent. 
 
Sidney Gilbert Simpson passed away on the 4th November 1957; he was 60 years of age. 

 
 
 

Sources available upon request 
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A SIGN IN ANZAC COVE  
by Lynn Roffee 

 

 

Research into Lady Galway, and her family, 
came about after seeing a photo of a signpost 

in Gallipoli titled “Lady Galway Ambulance 

Road”. So, who was Lady Galway, and why 
was the sign named after her? She was born 
Marie Carola Franciska Roselyne (note no 
surname) on 5th January 1876 in Mayfair, 
London. Her father, Sir Rowland 
Blennerhasset, was an Irish Baronet and 
Parliamentarian, and her mother was Bavarian 
Countess Charlotte Julia Leyden von Leyden. 
Marie attended private and convent schools in 
Bavaria, France and Switzerland and read 
extensively in six languages. 

(Photograph by Ercan Yavuz) 
 
 
On 28th November 1894, Marie married Baron Raphael Slidell D’ Erlanger, a French biologist, in 
Munich. They had two children, Baron Henry Roland Casimir, born 24 November 1895 and 
Charlotte Mathilde, born 15th October 1897. Raphael financed and built his laboratory at the 
University of Heidelberg. He died of pneumonia in Heidelberg on 28th November 1897 after a 
five-day illness.   
 
Marie became known as Lady Galway when she married 
Lieutenant Colonel Sir Henry Lionel Galway K.C.M.G., D.S.O. 
on 26th August 1913 at the Royal Bavarian Chapel in London. Six 
weeks later, Sir Henry was appointed the 17th Governor of South 
Australia (S.A.) and took office on 18th April 1914. However, his 
welcome speech didn't start well when he upset those present by 
praising the River Murray Waters agreement; he abhorred 

Australian egalitarianism, remarking that “the people are ruled 

by the coolies”. Perhaps unsurprisingly, Sir Henry was not a 
popular man in Australia and was known to be tactless, and his 
remarks often caused controversy.  
 
Sir Henry resented the limitations imposed upon a constitutional 
governor and a good cross-section of the S.A. population disliked 
him. He supported compulsory military training and gambling 

 
Marie, Lady Galway 

but opposed prohibition and women’s enfranchisement. A pragmatist, he opposed the White 
Australia Policy because the Northern Territory needed Asian workers. The Prime Minister, 
Andrew Fisher, demanded a complete withdrawal and apology over this comment. Sir Henry’s 
governorship was saved when the legislature decided his efforts to increase volunteer recruitment 
and his support for conscription referendums for the war effort warranted keeping him. In 1915, 

Sir Henry gave a speech lamenting “crooked minds” of the "well-paid" Islington ironworkers 

who had demanded higher wages. He said he “would have liked to put all those men in khaki 

and discipline and ship them to the front”. The implication was that he was suggesting trade  
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unionists should be conscripted and sent to the front. Predictably, Sir Henry was widely criticised 
for his comments, including by the premier, Crawford Vaughan.  
 

On 4th November 1915, Sir Henry officially opened the “Cheer-up hut” following months of 

fundraising and food donations by its 10,000 members, mainly women. The “Cheer-up hut” was 
unique to S.A. and had been established in 1914 by Mrs Alexandrine (Alexandra) Seager, a 

businesswoman, and the editor, William Sowden, of the Register newspaper. They were shocked 
at the lack of support by the public for the second contingent of troops of the Australian Imperial 

Force (A.I.F.) as they awaited embarkation. So, the “Cheer-Up Society” was formed to “promote 

and provide for the comfort, welfare and entertainment” of soldiers and sailors and to shield the 
men from alcohol and disputable entertainment. Only women could volunteer; they had to be of 
good character, follow strict discipline, and wear a uniform. The society began by offering 
refreshments and recreation in a large tent near the Adelaide Railway station and deemed morally 
safer than using hotels. The tent was later replaced by a hut, near Elder Park where up to 200,000 
men enjoyed cheap meals and free entertainment.  
 

Alexandra also set up a “Violet Day” appeal, and the first held on 2nd July 1915. The public 

gathered at the South African War Memorial, then known as the “Soldiers’ Memorial Statue”. 

Sir Henry told the crowd, "Today we not only honour the day, but our hearts go out with the 

deepest respect and sympathy to they who are mourning the loss of their nearest and dearest. 

The British Empire will never be able to repay the debt owed to the women for their calm self-

sacrifice in this great struggle”  
 
On that day, about 100 women in Adelaide, dressed in white, carried trays of small posies of violets 
and raised over £700.00. The women sold them to raise funds to establish a permanent club for 
returned soldiers for the Cheer-up fund. Later the poppy would become the recognised flower of 
remembrance. The last Violet Day was in 1970 and commemorated in 2015 for the 100th 
Anniversary. 
 
During the First World War, Lady Galway (right) became a 
tireless and compassionate charity worker, travelling widely 
in Australia. Her friendly demeanour and enthusiasm 
gained her a lot of respect and she had a natural ability as a 
public speaker. She quickly integrated herself into public life 
when she arrived in South Australia. Lady Stanley, wife of 

the Governor of Victoria, thought her a “wonder” and 

commented that Lady Galway could converse on “any 

subject, religious, philosophical, Political, artistic, or 

scientific”. She was an active letter writer and raised over a 
million pounds for patriotic causes. Despite being half-
German, the Australians thought of Lady Galway very well. 
 
Lady Helen Munro Fergusson was the wife of the 6th 
Governor General of Australia and was the President of the  
Australian Branch of the British Red Cross Society. On 14th August 1914, upon Lady Helen’s 
request, Lady Galway founded the S.A. Division of the Red Cross at a large meeting held at 
Adelaide Town Hall. Its purpose was to assist sick and wounded soldiers, their dependents, and 
allied civilians overseas and to establish a missing person bureau. The S.A. Division’s headquarters  
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and depot were established at Government House on North Terrace, Adelaide, where volunteers 
sorted and packed items for the Australian Imperial Forces overseas.   
 
Lady Galway was also the founding President of the Loyal League of Women and directed the 
Belgian Relief Fund. She inaugurated the Adelaide Branch of the Alliance Francaise and gave literary 
and historical talks to the Poetry Recital Society and the Victoria League in S.A. Her lectures in 
modern languages at Universities in Adelaide and Melbourne were said to have captivated 
audiences. 
 
Lady Galway inspired the S.A. Women's League to seek greater public recognition. She did a lot 
of work to make Catholics more socially acceptable in S.A., which was Australia’s most Protestant 
State at the time. For example, lady Galway persuaded the Institute of Accountants in S.A. to train 
sixty female bookkeepers as temporary replacements for enlisted male clerks. She also supported 
the Young Women’s Christian Association and the District Trained Nurses Society and supported 
children's hospitals and orphanages.  
 
In her role as President of the Red Cross, Lady Galway coordinated the collection of clothes to be 
sent to the front, and by the end of October 1914, there were 210 cases shipped. The appeal by 
Lady Galway for the Belgian Relief Fund was not only to collect items for the refugees but also to 

provide “sorely needed help to the heroic people of Belgium . . . add fresh support to cause 

which appears in the light of a duty and a debt of gratitude”. The S.A. public knew there were 
many Belgian Refugees needing assistance, so each girl attending public school was asked to make 
at least one garment for a refugee. In addition, schools asked boys to donate at least a penny. In 

1916 Lady Galway published the “Lady Galway Belgium Book”, which comprised various articles 
and stories by Lady Galway and others, including Admiral Creswell, Sir Douglas Mawson, and 
Winifred Cross. It cost seven shillings and sixpence, and the gross sale proceeds went to the 
Belgian Relief Fund.  
 

 

The Lady Galway Red Cross Convalescent 
Home (shown left), also known as the Lady 
Galway Clubhouse for Soldiers, and later 
Nurses, was located at Henley Beach South 
in Adelaide and was formally opened by 
Lady Galway on 8th January 1916. Messrs A 
E Robinson of Norwood and H Hutton of 
Henley Beach donated the land for the 
home. The land was on the Esplanade, 
enjoying magnificent views of the ocean, 
and the men granted permission to 
establish a seaside recreation home for 
convalescent soldiers. The first building  

comprised a dining room and a lounge furnished by gifts or donations. Shortly after the building 
opened, it became apparent that it was insufficient to meet the number of convalescent men in the 
military hospitals. However, the health benefits to the soldiers were noticeable. A few days later, 
on 21st January 1916, authority was given to add dressing rooms.  
 
At the suggestion of military authorities, it was decided to extend the building adding a dormitory 
to accommodate 60 soldiers on a short-term basis. This additional facility benefited hundreds of 
convalescing soldiers who needed more time to recuperate. It is said that those that stayed there  
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enjoyed “the recuperative powers of the home and its surrounding”. Medical Officers paid a 
visit twice a week and at other times when necessary. The facilities included billiard tables, reading 
and writing rooms, a smoke room, a library of books and magazines and a bathing hut on the 
beach. There was also a workshop, which was used all hours of the day and night to make fancy 
baskets, and those patients confined to bed could also participate. In addition, the Red Cross 
provided the men with woollen items, including cardigans, jackets, mufflers, shirts, slippers, socks 
and toiletries. 
 
The Y.M.C.A. ran the home until September 1919, when it was handed to Sir Henry Galway in 
the name of the Red Cross, which ran the facility under the management of the Repatriation 
Department. Red Cross Nurses and V.A.D.s staffed it. By June 1921 there were 38 men still 
convalescing, and the home was there until 1946 when it moved to Glenelg, Adelaide. 
 
In 1919 the Lady Galway Hospital was officially opened by Lady Munro Ferguson, accompanied 
by Sir Joseph C Verco*, the Vice President of the Australian Division of the British Red Cross 
Society. The Hospital could accommodate 75 men and had a well-equipped surgery and dispensary 
under the charge of a Matron and seven Voluntary Aid Detachment qualified nurses. 
 
Before Lady Galway left Australia in January 1919, women war 
workers in South Australia presented her with a diamond and 
black fire opal necklace. Sir Henry, shown right, was to follow 
her home to England fifteen months later when his term of 
office expired on 30th April 1920. The Colonial Office which 
refused him another post and Labor parliamentarians boycotted 
his farewell. Upon his return to England, Sir Henry retired but 
remained active as Chairman of the Big Brother Committee, an 
emigration scheme to settle British youths as farm labourers in 
Australia. 
 
When Lady Galway returned to England, she served on 
governing bodies of hospitals, schools, and universities and 
chaired the Mothercraft Training Society and the Consultative 
Committee of Women’s Organisations. In addition, she helped   

found and later chaired a committee that advised on proposed parliament legislation affecting 
women and children. 
 
The D’Erlanger’s first child, Henry D’ Erlanger, served during the First World War. Known as 
Henry, he was Gazetted on 5th January 1915 as a temporary Second Lieutenant in the Motor 
Machine Gun Corps. Although he was reportedly wounded twice, it has not been possible to find 
details of his military records or where he served. However, a document shows that he went to the 
Machine Gun Corps Training Centre in Grantham on 17th January 1919. 
 
After the war, Henry was, for some years, a well-known racing driver known by the nickname 

“Andre” when racing. He was known as “one of the Bentley Boys” between 1927-1930. In 1928 

he drove a Lagonda in the first T.T. race run over the Ards Circuit. He participated in several 24 

hours of Le Mans and finished third in 1929 with his teammate Dudley Benjafield, driving a 

Bentley 4½ litre Registration YW2557. Henry also wrote a book, The Last Plague of Egypt, 
published in 1936. It was about the Egyptian hashish and heroin trade and the work of the Central 
Narcotics Intelligence Bureau, which Thomas Wentworth Russell Pasha ran. 
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The Northern Whig & Belfast Post reported on 9th January 1937 that on 4th January 1937, Henry, 
aged 41, had been killed when the plane he was piloting crashed in Italy. Henry was known to have  
only bought the plane, a G.A.L. Monospar ST.25 Jubilee Registration G-ADMD, a short time 
before. He had taken off from London's Gatwick Airport, flying to Le Bourget, although he was 
forced to land at Romescamp, France, due to fog. Henry was an experienced pilot, was unhurt, 
and the plane was undamaged. He set off when the fog cleared on the fateful flight. 
 
Lady Galway was quoted by the Northern Daily Mail as saying that her son “was flying from Paris 
on his way to winter sports at Lomaso, near Trento ... he had only flown this plane once before 
on a long flight… from what I have heard it appears that his petrol gave out, and he made a forced 
descent on a now disused landing ground and crashed into a tree”. The paper reported two local 

peasants saw the aircraft circling and one said, “we rushed to the plane and found him with a bad 

head wound”. However, he was alive, spoke to the peasants in English, and died. Henry’s burial 
took place in Trento on 6th January 1937. A stoppage of the petrol supply was the cause of the 
fatal crash. 
 
The D’Erlanger’s daughter, Charlotte married Lieutenant Colonel Roderick Peter George 
Denman. During World War One, he served with the Royal Signals and was Mentioned in 
Dispatches. He also served during World War Two, was killed on 20th/21st November 1941 and is 
buried at Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery, Egypt. Charlotte and Roderick had a son, Peter Arthur 
Frederick Denman, who served in the Intelligence Corps during the war. 
 
Lady Galway (right) was awarded the Belgian Medaille de la 
Reine Elisabeth and the Medaille de la Reconnaissance 
Francaise, and was appointed Dame of Grace of the Order of 
St John and  Commander of the Order of the British Empire 
(1926). She published a memoir in 1953 titled “The Past 
revisited”. She died on 21st June 1963 at Windover House, 
Treyarnon Bay, near St Merryn, Cornwall.  
 

It has proved elusive why the sign “Lady Galway Ambulance 

Road” was so named. It is thought that the Anzacs at Gallipoli 
named a tunnel and road after her. The Australian War   
Memorial's collection has three photos taken at Anzac Cove on 31st August 1915. The first shows 
an Australian soldier digging next to Lady Galway Road in Allah Gully. The second shows a deep 
trench known as Lady Galway Road in Allah Gully, which leads to a tunnel that communicates 
with Artillery Road. The third is the entrance to Lady Galway Tunnel, which leads from Artillery 
Road in Victoria Gulley to Allah Gully. The mid-ground is Silt Spur's end, and the sandbagged 
positions are next to it. So the men from S.A. and possibly other Australians at Gallipoli would 
have known who Lady Galway was and the work she did on their behalf. All indications suggest 
the Anzacs named them after her as a sign of respect. She was a clever and talented lady who used 
her skills and experience for the benefit of others, particularly at a time when women were 
considered trophy wives or domestic servants. 

 
*By coincidence, I came across Sir Joseph Verco’s some months ago, together with the name of his 

father, James C Verco, a builder from Cornwall, whilst researching the owners of a heritage-listed 

house (cottage) in North Adelaide built in 1876. The house now belongs to my son and his partner. Sir 

Joseph, a philanthropic man, had at least two cottage homes built. However, he didn’t live in either 

cottage but in a grand house in the same suburb.  
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A NEW LEICESTER WAR MEMORIAL UNVEILED 
by Roy-Anthony Birch  

 

So many plans have had to be laid aside or even abandoned in the wake of what I might have 
called “recent events”, except that the origins of the most devastating event in our peacetime 
history are no longer so very recent. Even so, its impact on so many lives, sadly, is with us still, so 
that it must be to the credit of people and organisations alike that something resembling normality 
has now been restored, and across so many sectors, Sporting fixtures, with crowds in attendance, 
are once again very much to the fore, with organisers, players, and fans, eagerly “picking up the 
pieces” from where they were left, and sometimes with an awareness extending far beyond the 
playing field. 
 

An organisation which surely epitomises the “never give in” philosophy is “The Tigers 
Foundation”, whose name is derived from the internationally renowned Rugby Union Football 
Club, of which Leicester, its native city, is rightly proud. One of the more tangible results of the 
Foundation’s resilience was revealed in an event at the Welford Road Stadium, home of “The 
Tigers” R.F.C., on Armistice Day this year, through the unveiling of what the Foundation call their 
“Heritage Monument”. This same structure is sometimes referred to as “The Tigers Foundation 
War Memorial Monument” and it seems that, while the designation “Monument” is strictly 
speaking correct, the term “War Memorial” is generally acceptable to describe what, in the eye of 
most beholders and for all practical purposes, it actually is. And I will use both terms, 
interchangeably, so to speak, as I continue to write about it; something I intend to do more 
thoroughly in the new year, describing the thinking behind the creation of the Monument; the 
efforts of The Tigers Foundation to bring the Project to fruition, and after some final fact-
checking. 
 

 

 

THE WREATH – LAYING PARTY 
(left to right) 

Colonel Martin Romilly 
(formerly Leicestershire Regiment); 

Barry Mays; 
Roy-Anthony Birch (WFA); 

Chris Hawes (CWGC); 
Captain Bob Allen 

(Leicestershire Regiment Association); 
Phillip Walden (RBL): 

Colonel Murray Colville 
(Deputy Lieutenant for Leicestershire) 

 

Meanwhile, suffice it to say that, in representing the Western Front Association and as a participant 
in the Welford Road Ceremony on November 11th, I was just one of an impressively large assembly 
who witnessed Tigers’ legend, Peter Wheeler, skipper of the Club’s John Player Cup-winning sides 
of 1979, 1980 and 1981, and holder of 41 England caps, perform the unveiling. It is very much 
the hope of The Tigers Foundation that this splendid Memorial, with its record of Sacrifice and 
acknowledgement of those who also served, will inspire generations yet to come through the 
examples set by those who have gone before. I also had the honour of representing our branch 
during the wreath-laying parade at Welford Road on Saturday November 5th, when Tigers played 
an Italian Select Invitation XV and had the satisfaction of beating them by 33 points to 19. 

Editor’s Note: A photograph of the new Memorial appears on the Title Page of this newsletter. 
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THOUGHTS AND IMPRESSIONS IN LINES 
FROM THE FRONT 
by Roy-Anthony Birch  

 
With more than one research project not yet quite ready to be “written-up”, I take this opportunity 
to make another foray into the wartime postbag to once again share the impressions and indeed 
try to sense something of the emotions of some of our men at arms. 
 

I begin with a letter from Driver Hainsworth of the Royal Horse Artillery – clearly the newspapers 
had no qualms at this early stage in the War over publishing correspondent’s names etc., written 
to his former Headmaster, A.H. Baddeley, of Leicester’s Bridge Road Elementary School. 

Published in The Leicester Daily Post on Thursday January 7th 1915 under the headline 
LEICESTER MAN’S INTERESTING LETTER, the Driver’s thoughts were offered under the 
sub-heading 

BATTLE OF FLANDERS FINISHED 
 

Just a few lines to let you know that I have received the presents from the School. I was very 
pleased to receive them. It is very good of the children, and I am sure the old boys much 
appreciate their spirit in thinking of those at the Front. We have heard of the bombardment of 
Scarborough and we are all sorry to hear of the serious loss of life. But it surely will do one 
good thing; and that is to bring to the mind of every able-bodied man in England that we are 
up against a formidable enemy, and that we must put our millions into the field, the same as 
Germany if we are to bring the War to a speedy conclusion. 
 

We have been doing nothing now for nearly a month, so I expect you know that horse artillery 
and cavalry have practically finished in the Battle of Flanders. It has developed into heavy 
artillery duels and occasional infantry attacks, and both sides are well dug in. I expect we shall 
be used again when the great advance is made – sometime in the early Spring, I expect. We 
have been having bad weather lately, but at this time of the year one must expect it. I wish 
you all a brighter New Year. Please remember me to all old boys. I have received The Post & 
Mercury’s most acceptable gifts. 
 

“The Post & Mercury’s most acceptable gifts” came via public subscriptions to the combined 
paper’s “Soldiers and Sailors Fund”, with an abundance of parcels dispatched not only to troops 
in the fighting field but also to men in “The Senior Service”. As to “when the great advance is 
made”, perhaps this suggests that the true scale of the impending conflict had yet to be grasped, 
even by those who had endured the retreat from Mons and First Ypres. 
 
I turn now to a sequence of letters from Herbert S. Baxter of The Leicestershire Yeomanry, “with 

the B.E.F. in France”, published in The Wyggestonian, the magazine of his alma mater under the 
heading LETTERS FROM THE FRONT, in. February 1915. Mr Baxter’s optimism echoes Driver 
Hainsworth’s as he leads us through the festive season and into the turn of the year 1914-15. His 
first letter is dated November 25th 1914: - 
 

I am getting quite used to this country. Things seemed very strange at first, but I find that I 
can speak French well enough to make quite useful little conversations. I don’t know whether 
you have had any news of how we have been getting on. You need have no anxiety, for 
everything has turned out very fortunately for us so far. We have had the honour of being in  
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the first line of trenches with the ******** for a day and night, and several days in the reserve 
trenches. Luckily, we have so far only had one casualty – an officer rather badly wounded, 
who has since died, although we have been under shell fire times without number. The shells 
are terrifying at first, but after a day or so one gets used to them. We have had about twenty 
horses blown to pieces, but the men guarding them remained unhurt. I think that all the men 
admit that it is bad weather which has the most terrors for us. 
 

The spirit of the English troops all round is splendid: food is plentiful. My regard for the 
British Army and its organisations increases by leaps and bounds every day. I think the 
inhabitants here think an immense amount of the English, for we meet everywhere with the 
most considerate treatment and regard. 
 

Letter of December 5th 1914: I suppose that by now, news of where and how we have been in 
action has reached Leicester. One thing above all I wish to impress upon you: more than one 
case has become known to us, where men have been reported wounded or dead back home, 
while they are still quite safe and sound with us. So believe nothing until you are sure of it; 
whomsoever it may concern! 
 

I am still quite well and happy, and am pleased to say that although the weather continues to 
be very wet, the frost and cold have disappeared for the present. Speaking of the refugees, I 
have seen them myself on the way up here, plodding along in the cold and wet with their 
poor little children, having lost their all. It is such things as these that one will try to forget 
when we return after the war. 
 

As you may have learnt from the papers, we have been inspected by the King, and however 
long his reign may last, His Majesty will never do anything which will be of more value to his 
people, or be more to his credit. We are highly honoured, and it has put renewed vigour into 
those men, every one of whom knows only too well what war really means. 
 

Letter of January 2nd 1915: Speaking of Christmas, for my own part I must say that I managed 
to spend quite a happy time here. At present, all the British cavalry are waiting for the big 
move, when we shall start to drive the Germans right back. So of course, we are more or less 
resting, although we are always on the alert for the order to move, and can say that we are 
never out of the hearing of the incessant booming of artillery. Thus we were able to have a 
small gathering to celebrate the Christmastide, and we all thought frequently of those away 
in England. 
 

The weather was glorious on Christmas Eve – a white frost and a beautiful moon, and I 
thought everything seemed so strangely peaceful but a few miles from the lines. The news 
round here seems to be excellent, and we all await the master stroke, although there will 
doubtless be mush hardship for all of us to face ere it is accomplished. 
 

Letter of January 9th 1915: I am hoping to get leave myself soon. It is all done by drawing lots, 
so I have as good a chance as anyone. But so few can come at a time, that I am fearing that we 
may be called away into action before my luck is in. However, I hope for the best. I should 
like to come home, but only just to see you all again, for it is my earnest desire now to see this 
war through here on the Continent. I can assure you that signs are not wanting here of the 
vast efforts to be made in the spring. The constant arrivals and the fine spirit existing among 
all the troops fills me with very great hopes. 
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Glimpses of life in a more distant theatre; in an ostensibly barren land, were offered by former 

Bridge Road scholars via The Leicester Daily Post of Friday February 25th 1916. Each was of a 
single paragraph, published under the headings IN THE SAND and HOW THE CAMEL 
DRINKS, respectively: - 
 

I am now in Egypt and by the side of the Canal, encamped on a vast stretch of sand. As far as 
the eye can see, it is sand, sand, sand, with not a tree in sight. How we English miss the green 
fields! The conditions, of course, are far different than on the West Front. There, we could get 
little luxuries to eke out the regulation rations. But there are compensations; we are seeing 
sights and enlarging our knowledge of geography. So bully beef and biscuits, with the 
inevitable dose of sand, are swallowed without much grousing – “Sandwiches” eh? We have 
had three sand storms, and although I was told that they were slight, we could not see in front 
of us. A lengthened stay here, and we shall be of good service as “Sandbags”! 
 

We see many interesting sights out here, and the other day I saw, for the first time, a camel 
“at home” drinking from its reserve stock. After trying to tie its neck into a knot, it succeeded 
in filling a kind of bladder which hangs from its mouth. When the bladder is full, the camel 
holds up its head and drains the bladder, and should the thirst be a big one, he simply repeats 
the performance! 
 

Ultimately, of course, war is a serious business and I suspect that our next correspondent was by 
nature, of a serious turn of mind. Writing to his parents in Leicester on 3rd February 1917, Private 
Guy Pearce Stephenson; 46th Infantry Bn. Canadian Expeditionary Force, gave his impressions of 
winter conditions in northern France and confided his thoughts on the War. His letter was 

reproduced in The Wyggestonian School Magazine of December 1917: - 
 

The weather is still cold, but we are having beautifully sunny days, and we are almost 
convinced that we are back in Canada; so much do the conditions resemble those which 
prevail out West during the greater part of the winter months. The men back from the trenches 
much prefer the day cold, and dread the thoughts of a thaw and the consequent mud. There 
are a bunch of fellows billeted in this village who came from Lloydminster, and they have 
been in the trenches about two months. They seem aged terribly, and most of them are of the 
opinion that two months of winter in the trenches means ten years off their lives, even should 
they survive the war. That will give you some idea of the terrible hardships that are being 
suffered over here. 
 

I suppose it is best to go on until we have a victorious peace, as it would be inane folly to run 
the risk of a reoccurrence of the present dreadful catastrophe. I firmly believe that there will 
be beneficial results accruing from bringing the majority of the young men face-to-face with 
the realities of death such as were never dreamed of. There is nothing like the prospect of an 
immediate introduction into the mysteries of life after death to make anyone think seriously. 
And this is all that is required to bring about the conversion of most people. It is the careless 
way in which all civilized nations have slipped, which has made this awful war necessary.  
I am firmly of the opinion that this war is God’s way of making us realise that there really is 
an Omnipotent Power whose will cannot be defied and, moreover, I believe that as soon as all 
the nations concerned have had their punishment, we shall have peace. 
 

I look for it this summer, as I believe that Germany cannot possibly withstand the “strafing” 
which she most certainly will receive this spring. But all must be prepared for a tremendous 
loss of life, as nothing can be achieved without sacrifice. 
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Peace, as we know, was not to come in the summer of 1917 and, sadly, Private Guy 
Pearce Stephenson was not to witness it when it eventually did. He was killed in action on 
10th April 1917 aged 25, leaving a widow, Mrs D.M. Stephenson, living in his adulthood home 
at Harlan, Saskatchewan, Canada. She later remarried. Her first husband, late of Leicester’s Mantle 
Road Junior and Wyggeston Boys’ Grammar Schools, is buried in Canadian Cemetery No. 2, 
(grave reference Sp. Mem. no. 24), at Neuville-St. Vaast, 6 kms. north of Arras (shown below). 
 

 
 

I end with a letter that I would have included in my articles on Alan E.G. Mason in June and July 
2021’s branch newsletters had space allowed – see “THE TIGER” issue no. 115 pp. 11-13 & issue 
no. 116 pp.11-14. For all that there is so much to admire in the Wyggeston School’s cohort from 
the 1914 War, there seems to me to be even more in the second son of Dr. Henry and Mrs Cecilia 
Florence Mason of London Road, Leicester. This truly admirable young man had been Victor 
Ludorum two years in succession at the School Sports and was generally acclaimed as the most 
popular of The Wyggeston’s School Captains to date. Moreover, he excelled in his academic 
studies; passing all three grades of the Oxford local examinations; gaining a first class pass in the 
senior section, and winning an open science scholarship to Magdalen College Oxford shortly 
before the War. The 2nd Lieutenant died of wounds sustained near Arras on June 30th 1916, aged 
just 20. Even allowing for the probability that the letter to his former Headmaster, The Reverend 
James Went, dated March 16th 1916, struck a deliberately cheery note, one feels that its sentiments 

are nevertheless totally sincere. The letter was published in The Wyggestonian School 
Magazine vol. XVIII of June 1916, and headed simply 7th Leicestershire Regiment B.E.F. – 
 

We are all hoping we have seen the last of the cold weather, for this year at any rate. It is now 
beautifully warm Spring weather. Indeed, trench life is quite pleasant just at present, and I 
can imagine many situations worse than sitting in a warm sun watching our artillery 
attending to the Bosches, with an occasional air encounter thrown in as a diversion. Air fights, 
however, are very disappointing; you see the opposing places circling round each other; you 
hear the distant rattle of their machine guns, but it is only very rarely that anything sensational 
follows the fight. They generally fly around one-another till they get tired of it; they then steer 
off by mutual consent. 
 

I should have been home on leave by now but unfortunately, leave has been stopped 
indefinitely. The struggle at Verdun is the rumoured reason, but the Army is the most 
wonderful institution for producing rumours that I have come across. 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 9th December 2022 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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