
THE TIGER 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

Remembering in Ypres, Armistice Morning 2022 
(Photograph by Tony Doyle) 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF 
THE LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND BRANCH 

OF THE 
WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION 

ISSUE 134 – JANUARY 2023 



CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
As we near the close of 2022, our meeting this month will be the 17th since we emerged from 
lockdown, something the Branch appears to have survived albeit at the loss of some of our then 
regular attendees. New faces have, however, come forward and become new regulars and as I have 
reiterated many times before, the Branch can only survive and prosper with your continued 
support. It was also a delight to see the annual Pilgrimage to Ypres, in which many of you 
participated, return after a three-year absence. Our cover photograph shows Valerie and myself, 
Angela Hall and Paul Bardell about to participate in the Armistice morning commemorations 
beneath the Menin Gate. This month’s Meeting will also see our first Annual General Meeting 
post-COVID and the return of our traditional Christmas Buffet, the latter our “Thank You” to 
you, our loyal members.       
 
2023 will no doubt present its own challenges, but at the time of writing we have a Speaker’s 
Schedule arranged for the first six months of the year (with more to follow) and the prospect of 
attending external history fairs in which to promote our cause. As always, I look forward to seeing 
as many of you as possible at our forthcoming Meeting, bur would like to take this opportunity to 
wish you all “A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year”.    
 
 
D.S.H. 

 
 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

Venue: The Concert Room, The Elms Social & Services Club,  
Bushloe End, Wigston Magna LE18 2BA – 7 p.m. for a 7:30 start 

 

ALL WELCOME - THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANYONE TO BE,  
OR BECOME, A MEMBER OF THE WFA OR THE ELMS CLUB 

 

 

19th December 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: David Humberston 

 

Crowns in Conflict II: 

The Deposed Monarchs & Princes 
 

In a sequel to his original “Crowns In Conflict” presentation, 
David now tells the stories of the deposed Emperors, Dukes 
and Grand Dukes in the post Great War era.  
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

JANUARY 
 

st   1915 Australia Battle of Broken Hill 
1st  1917 Arabia T E Lawrence joins forces of Sheikh Faisal al Husayn  

4th  1918 War at Sea British hospital ship, HMHS Rewa, sunk by German torpedo 

7th    1915 Home Front Kaiser approves Zeppelin raids on Britain, but forbids London 
8th   1918 USA President Woodrow Wilson issues his “Fourteen Points” 
9th  1916 Gallipoli Evacuation of Helles sector completed 

9th  1917 Mesopotamia Battle of Khadairi Bend 
11th  1916 Southern Front Allies occupy Corfu to provide safe haven for Serbian Army 

12th  1916 Germany Max Immelmann & Oswald Boelcke receive Pour le Merit  

13th  1915 Home Front Winston Churchill presents plan for assault on Dardanelles 

14th  1915 Africa Swakopmund occupied by South African Forces 

16th  1917 Germany “Zimmerman Telegram” sent to Mexico 

18th  1919 Aftermath Paris Peace Conference opens  

19th  1915 Home Front First bombs dropped on UK (Norfolk) in Zeppelin raid 
19th  1917 Home Front Silvertown explosion – 73 die when munitions factory explodes 

21st  1916 Mesopotamia Battle of Hanna  

24th  1915 War at Sea Battle of Dogger Bank  

26th  1918 USA  Herbert Hoover calls for “meatless” & “wheatless” days 

27th   1916 Home Front Military Service Act receives Royal Assent 

28th  1915 War at Sea First US ship, The William P Frye, destroyed en route to UK 

28th  1916 Africa German colony of Kamerun (Cameroon) surrenders to Allies 

29th  1916 Home Front First “Mother” (or “Little Willie”) tank trial 

31st  1915 Eastern Front First German Poison Gas Attack on Russian Forces  

 

FORTHCOMING SPEAKERS FOR 2023 
 
David has pleasure in announcing the forthcoming Speakers for the first six months of 2023: 
 

DATE SPEAKER TITLE 

30th January Major (Retd) Phil Watson  Audregnies: Flank Guard of the B.E.F.  
 

27th February Peter Cousins  Tommy’s Mail 
  

27th March Jed Jaggard  The Royal Flying Corps 
  

24th April Dr Jim Beach  Internment Dodger:  
James Roy’s Escape from Germany in 

August 1914 
  

29th May   Robin Jenkins The Base Hospital: 
5th Northern General Hospital  

RAMC (T) 
 

26th June 
 

Dr Rodney Atwood  Rawlinson: A Battle-winning General?   
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SPRING TOUR  

TO THE BATTLEFIELDS 
Friday 28th April – Tuesday 2nd May  

2023 

 

 
 

Would anyone like to join us next year as we pay a 5-day spring coach tour, leaving 
from Leicester, to the battlefields of the Western Front? If so, do take a few 
moments to read further details of our proposed itinerary on Pages 22 to 24 of the 
attached Friends of St George’s Memorial Church, Ypres, Newsletter. Briefly 
though, and as we will have plenty of daylight and, hopefully, fair weather, the 29th 
April will be our “Somme Day” and the 1st May our “Ypres Salient Day”.  
 

Please note that this will not be a religious tour but you will have the option to 
attend the Sunday Service, at St George’s, on the morning of the 30th April. 
Following lunch in the rarely accessible adjacent Church Rooms, which also contain 
many memorials of interest, we will visit Talbot House in Poperinghe. The rest of 
the itinerary will be entirely built around your own requests which will give us all a 
unique opportunity to visit cemeteries, memorials, or sites of action which are often 
rarely visited – something not always possible on other Battlefield Tours.       
 

With the events of 1914 to 1918 now being beyond living memory, the concept of 
personal remembrance is assuming greater significance and never has it been so 

important to say: “We will remember them”. Furthermore, with the Menin Gate 
Memorial to the Missing shortly to undergo a lengthy period of restoration, St 
George’s Memorial Church will be the only British War Memorial in Ypres 
accessible to battlefield visitors, an opportunity that cannot be missed.  
 

“Tide and time”, however, “wait for no one” and, with the water rising and the 
clock ticking, we are taking this opportunity to let you know that places are still 
available but Bookings need to be finalised by 20th January. Although we are 
approaching an extremely busy time of year, please do not delay in contacting us as 
any queries you may care to raise will be promptly answered.  
 

We look forward with great anticipation to our long-awaited spring return to the 
fields of conflict where our ancestors gallantly fought and, in many cases perished 
and very much look forward to sharing this with you should you choose to come 
and join us! 
 

Valerie and David 
  

Email foft@live.co.uk 
 

David’s Mobile: 07745 563296 - Valerie’s Mobile: 07908 003398 
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THE  

BRITAIN-AUSTRALIA  

SOCIETY 

 

 

 
Observed annually on 26th January, Australia Day is the official National Day of  Australia. It marks 
the landing in 1788 of  the First Fleet at Sydney Cove and the raising of  the Union Flag by Arthur 
Phillip following days of  exploration of  Port Jackson in New South Wales. It is also an ideal month 
in which to remember the sacrifice of  the men of  the A.I.F (Australian Imperial Force) many 
thousands of  whom gave their lives in The Great War. Additionally, it provides us with the 

opportunity to let you know that there exists The Britain-Australia Society and Leicestershire has 
its own Branch. 
 

Their Chairman, Barry Wilford, writes as follows: 
 

The Leicestershire Branch was formed in 1985 to ‘encourage and support’ those in our area 

who have Australian connections, or who are interested in strengthening the relations between 

our two countries.  We also welcome those who are thinking of visiting for the first time and 

invite them to come and meet with our members who will be pleased to help with advice and 

information where possible. 
 

We have a number of local events throughout the year for members and guests; talks and 

PowerPoint presentations, outings to local places of interest, an ‘Australia Day’ Lunch, an 

ANZAC Day service and, where possible, visiting speakers from Australia.  We also benefit 

from being part of the National Society with events in London at the Australian High 

Commission, the House of Lords Reception, reciprocal membership of the Australia-Britain 

Society when visiting Australia, plus ticket ballots for Lords & Wimbledon to name but a few. 
 

Our aim is to strengthen and expand the existing rich friendship and cultural understanding 

between Britain and Australia and we welcome anyone who shares this aim.  Why not come 

along to one of our meetings/events and see for yourself? A warm welcome is guaranteed. 

Enquiries are most welcome so please do not hesitate to contact either myself or our 

Membership Secretary – details given below: 
 

Barry Wilford, Chairman – Telephone No: 0116 2714683  

Email: bwwilford@yahoo.co.uk 

Marie Tebbutt, Membership Secretary – Telephone No: 0116 2874531 

Email: marie22@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: Several readers of “The Tiger” will know 

Barry from our recent Armistice Tour which David and I 

run annually as “Friends of Flanders Tours”. Barry was 

honoured to lay a wreath at VC Corner Australian 

Cemetery and Memorial, Fromelles, France, on behalf 

of the Britain-Australia Society and where the 

exhortation was recited.  Barry hopes that many of those 

he met on the tour will come along, renew their 

friendship and enjoy the several talks and events which 

he organises each year. He also hopes that many of you 

will join The Society in your own right – a bargain at 

only £10.00 per person, per annum! 
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FRANCIS WILLIAM CHEESEMAN, M.M.   
by Mark Gamble  

 
Francis William Cheeseman, who was known as Frank, was born in Alvaston, Derby, on the 14th 
November 1880, and baptised at St. Peter’s church, Derby, on the 30th March 1881. He was the 
son of Charles Cheeseman, a labourer, who hailed from London, and his wife Matilda, nee Stevens, 
who had been born at Newark, Nottinghamshire. When Frank was a baby he lived with his parents, 
and older siblings, Sydney and Julia, at 56, Traffic Street, St. Peter’s parish, Derby. 
 
In 1891 the Cheeseman family lived at 28, Chamber Street, New Town, Derby. At the time of that 
year’s census Frank had two more siblings, sisters Catherine, aged eight years, and one year old 
Ethel. On the 25th May 1894 Sydney Cheeseman, Frank’s elder brother, who had been living at 
Boulton, Derbyshire, was attested to the 3rd Militia Battalion of the Sherwood Foresters. 
Following a medical examination he was approved for service the next day. The following year 
Sydney transferred to the regular army. On the 25th September 1895 he was approved for service 
with the Royal Artillery. In about 1896 Frank moved with the rest of his family to Leicester.  
 
On the 14th June 1898 Frank, who had been working as a labourer, was attested to the army, 
having enlisted with the intention of serving in the ranks of the Leicestershire Regiment. The terms 
of his engagement required Frank to serve for seven years with the colours and five years on the 
reserve. At 18 years of age Frank was recorded by the recruiting authority as being a young man 
of fresh complexion, having both dark brown eyes and hair. He was 5 feet, 3⅛ inches in height, 
with a chest girth of 34 inches, which he could puff-out to 35½ inches, but he only weighed in at 
8½ stones. However, on the day of his enlistment he was passed as medically fit and duly passed 
for service with the Leicestershire Regiment – The Tigers. He reported for duty at Glen Parva 
Barracks on the 17th June 1898.  
  
Having completed his training Private, 5302, Cheeseman, was transferred to the 2nd Battalion of 
his regiment on the 14th October 1898, and subsequently served at Curragh Camp, Ireland. On 
the 7th February 1900 Frank sailed from Ireland, via Queenstown, with the 2nd Battalion - bound 
for foreign parts. The battalion arrived in Alexandria, Egypt, on the 18th February 1900. 
 
On the 1st August 1900, in Cairo, Frank, who had by then gained his 1st Good Conduct badge 
with the Tigers, was transferred to the Royal Field Artillery (R.F.A.), and became Driver, 12780, 
Cheeseman of the 56th Battery, R.F.A. His transfer to the 56th Battery R.F.A. meant that Frank 
was then serving alongside his brother, Gunner, 11348, Sydney Cheeseman, who had been serving 
with the same battery in Egypt since late October 1898. 
 
In 1901 Frank’s parents were living at 7, Thorpe Street, Leicester, along with Frank’s widowed 
grandmother, 81 year’s old Ann Cheeseman, and Frank’s three sisters, Catherine, Ethel, and 
Martha Ann.  
 
During March 1903 Frank’s brother returned to England and by the end of the month he was 
placed on the army reserve, having completed the terms of his engagement. On the 1st April 1904 
Frank extended his service arrangement to complete 8 years with the colours, on which day he was 
also granted his second good conduct badge and an increase in pay. During March 1905 Frank 
sailed for England and on his return was sent to Bulford Camp on Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire. On 
the 22nd April 1905 Sydney Cheeseman, who had returned to Leicester, married Frances Amelia  
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Sketchley at St. Mary’s church. Later in that same year, on the 1st June, Frank was transferred to 
the 24th Battery R.F.A., and on the 14th June 1906 he was placed on the army reserve. On his 

transfer to the reserve Frank was said to be a soldier of very good conduct, he was also said to be 

a good groom, having been a groom to an officer. 
 
Having returned to 7, Thorpe Street, Leicester, on the 12th April 1909 Frank married spinster 
Ellen Spencer. The wedding, like that of his brother’s, took place at St. Mary’s church. On the 30th 
September 1910 Ellen Cheeseman gave birth to a daughter Edith Minnie Cheeseman. In 1911 the 
three of them were living at 120, Leamington Street, Leicester. At that time Frank was working as 
a blacksmith’s striker. By 1911 Frank’s brother, Sydney, and his wife, had three daughters, Evelyn, 
Dora, and Gertrude. Sydney Cheeseman, who worked as a labourer for Leicester Corporation, 
lived with his family at 133, Great Holme Street. Frank’s parents, two of his sisters, and two 
nephews were still living at 7, Thorpe Street. By 1911 Frank’s mother had given birth to ten 
children, of which five had died, including the aforementioned Julia.  
 
On the 13th June 1914 Frank was discharged from the army reserve, having completed the terms 
of his engagement. However, on the 4th August 1914 Britain declared war on Germany. This 
resulted in a great call to arms. Across the country Regular Army and Territorial Force units were 
mobilised, and soldiers of the Army Reserve were recalled to the colours. During the early months 
of the war vast numbers of men would also volunteer for service with Lord Kitchener’ New 
Armies – spurred on to do so by newspaper reports about the army’s engagement with the 
Germans, and how men were needed to punish the Huns that had defiled innocent little Belgium. 
 
It was not until the 3rd April 1915 that Frank re-rejoined the army. He was in the Bristol area 
when he put himself forward for service. Two days later he was approved to serve with the Army 
Service Corps (A.S.C.) Remounts Service, and joined-up at Shirehampton, which was the home of 
one of the four A.S.C. remount depots. The Remounts Service was responsible for the 
provisioning of horses and mules to all other army units. A Remount Squadron consisted of 
around 200 men, who obtained and trained horses. The Shirehampton depot looked after animals 
received at Avonmouth. Joining the remount service was, perhaps, a natural choice for Frank as 
he had undertaken some work as a groom after leaving the army. Although at the time of joining 
the A.S.C. Frank, who was living at 124, Leamington Street, Leicester, with his wife and daughter, 

was employed as a labourer by W. Scott and Sons, timber merchants; who operated a sawing, 
planing and moulding mill, at 79, Sanvey Gate, Leicester. 
 
After a few months training, on the 25th October 

1915 Frank was embarked aboard the S.S. City of 

Lucknow (1) at Southampton, and was disembarked 
the following day at Le Havre, France. Frank served 
as a Rough Rider, breaking and training horses with 
31st Remount Squadron of the A.S.C. at its No. 3 
Base Remount Depot, which had landed at Dieppe 
at the beginning of 1915 and established itself 
nearby.  
 

 
S.S. City of Lucknow 

On the 30th August 1916 Frank Cheeseman was appointed as a Lance Corporal with his unit, but 
reverted back to Rough Rider on the 24th February 1917, having been admitted to the 5th 
Stationary Hospital, Dieppe, suffering from the effects of influenza. He rejoined his unit on the  
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1st March 1917. On the 24th September 1917 Rough Rider, R4/066837, Cheeseman, A.S.C., was 
compulsorily transferred to the ranks of the Cheshire Regiment – he duly became Private, 51248, 
Cheeseman, and served with the 1st Battalion of the regiment, which he joined on the 7th 
November 1917.  
 

The following month the 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment, as part of the 15th Brigade of the 5th 
Division, was deployed to the Italian Front to bolster Italian resistance after the rout of the Italian 
Army by Austro-Hungarian and German forces at the Battle of Caporetto. The 5th Division was 
positioned along the River Piave. However, the following the year, in April 1918, it was returned 
to France. The 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment, as part of the 5th Division, then took part in the 
Battle at Hazebrouck and the defence of the Nieppe Forest. Between the 12th and 26th August 
1918 Frank was allowed Furlough. He returned to his regiment which was then to play its part in 
the battles of Albert, Bapaume, Drocourt-Queant, Epehy, and the Canal du Nord.  
 
On the 17th October 1918 began the Battle of 
the Selle, which followed a pursuit of German 
forces to the River Selle, as they withdrew to 
the line of the river. On the 23rd October 1918 
Frank Cheeseman was wounded in the right 
thigh by shrapnel. He was treated for his 
wounds at the 19th Casualty Clearing Station 
at Boisleux au Mont, some 6 miles south of 
Arras. He was then removed to the 22nd 
General Hospital at Dannes-Camiers, just 
north of Étaples, France. Frank Cheeseman 

 
A.T. Princess Elizabeth 

spent a few days in the hospital before being put aboard the Auxiliary Transport Princess 

Elizabeth (2) which landed him back in England on the 30th October 1918. 
 

That same day Frank was admitted to the Pavilion General Hospital, Brighton. Brighton Pavilion 
had been transformed into a hospital in the early months of the war, and from April 1916 had 
been primarily involved in treating servicemen with limb wounds. Whilst Frank was in hospital the 
Armistice was announced, and on that same day, the 11th November 1918, his commanding 

officer recorded that Frank had been awarded the Military Medal, for Bravery in the Field. The 
award would be confirmed in New Year editions of the London and Edinburgh Gazettes.  
 
In hospital, at Brighton, Frank had his wound re-sutured on the 16th November 1918. Just after 
Christmas, on the 27th December 1918, Frank was sent home to Leicester, with an allowance to 
be at home until the 7th January 1919. He was discharged from the books of the Brighton hospital 
on the 20th January 1919, and placed under the 5th Northern General Hospital, Leicester, for any 
future care. He was later medically examined at Leicester and found to be suffering from no 
disabilities as a result of his wound.  
 
Frank was discharged from the army on the 19th February 1919, and transferred to the Class Z 
Army Reserve. After the war, in recognition of his overseas service Francis William Cheeseman 
was awarded the 1914-1915 Star, the British War Medal and Allied Victory Medal to complement 
his Military Medal. 

 
In 1939 Frank Cheeseman was living with his wife, Ellen, and his niece, Margaret Lilian Cheeseman 
(3), at 14, Mavis Avenue, Leicester, having moved from Leamington Street sometime after  
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1930. Frank’s brother, Sydney, lived with his wife, Frances, at 79, Braunstone Avenue, Leicester. 
During 1942 Margaret Lilian Cheeseman married Kenneth Joseph West. 
 
Frank Cheeseman died in Leicester during 1967, he was 86 years’ old. His widow, Ellen, died in 
about 1973. 
 

Principle Sources: 
 
1 GRO Births, Marriages and Deaths 
2 TNA Census Returns 1881, 1891, 1901 & 1911 
3 TNA British Army Attestation and Discharge Papers 
4 TNA Medal Index Card 
5 TNA 1939 National Registration Index 
6 LG Supplement to the London Gazette 13/06/1919, Page 7689 (See also Supplement to 
            the Edinburgh Gazette 19/06/1919, Page 2195.) 
7 BL Electoral Rolls and Absent Voters Lists 
8 LU Special Collections - Historical Directories 
 
BL British Library 
GRO General Registry Office 
LG London Gazette (online) 
LU Leicester University (online) 
TNA The National Archives, Kew, London 
 
 
Notes: 
 

1. The SS City of Lucknow was a British Cargo Steamer of 3,669 tons, built in 1896 by Barclay 
Curle & Company, Glasgow, Yard No 404 for Caw Prentice & Clapperton, Glasgow, as 
the SS Guyana. She was powered by a triple expansion steam engine built by the 
shipbuilder. In 1897 she was purchased by City Line (G. Smith & Sons), Glasgow and 
renamed the SS City of Lucknow. In 1900 the ship was purchased by G. Smith & Sons, 
Glasgow. On the 30th April 1916 the ship was torpedoed by the German submarine U-
21, she sank when 60 miles east of Malta, en route from Alexandria to Liverpool. 

 
2. This vessel is almost certainly the Princesse Elisabeth, which was owned by the Belgian 

Government, of 1767 tons, and built in 1905. She was loaned for use as a 300 berth hospital 
ship on the cross-Channel service between 8th November 1916 and April 1917 and again 
between the 11th January 1919 and September 1919. Hired by the British government, like 
most hospital ships, she was not part of the Royal Navy or the army. 

 
3. Margaret Lilian Cheeseman was born on the 15th September 1921, the daughter of George 

C. Fletcher and his wife Martha Ann, neé Cheeseman, who had married in Leicester during 
1915. Martha Ann Fletcher, Frank Cheeseman’s youngest sister, died during 1921. After 
her mother’s death Margaret Lilian Fletcher, was brought-up by her uncle and aunt, Frank 
and Ellen, as Margaret Lilian Cheeseman. 
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NEW TO THE BOOKSHELVES  
 

Robin Jenkins has advised us of two recent publications that may be of interest to our readers: 
 

 

 

Mobilised in 1914, this unit of the RAMC took over 
an old asylum (now Leicester University) and was 
soon running dozens of other hospitals and 
convalescent homes. To locals it was always 'the 
Base Hospital'; a focus of charity and a tangible 
symbol of their and the nation's sacrifice. This is a 
story of courage and of pain; of bureaucracy and 
imagination, hard work, generosity and loss - told in 
the words of those who served, or suffered and 
were made whole again. The story of Leicester's 
Base Hospital may be applied to all the mainland 
hospitals: what was true of Leicester was repeated 
throughout the kingdom. Every aspect of life in the 
hospital is examined: the staff of the hospital, 
RAMC and nursing, as well as the VADs (both men 
and women), the patients and facilities. There is a 
detailed account of the growth of the buildings and 
a tour of the site, as well as chapters on the North 
Evington War Hospital and other satellite hospitals 
and convalescent homes. 

 
ISBN 978-1-7395815-3-4 

Available from Amazon or through www.heritageco.co.uk 
 at £15 (post free) 

 
 
 
The tale of an ordinary woman in extraordinary 
times. The story of one nurse who found herself 
alone, thousands of miles from home in an alien 
country and culture, nursing three hundred typhus-
stricken prisoners of war. Part of a much greater 
story - that of the courage and commitment of a 
small band of women and men, now largely 
forgotten, who joined her in the uneven battle 
against disease and suffering and triumphed, 
sometimes at the cost of their own lives. 
 

ISBN-10: 1739581504 
Available from Amazon or through 

www.heritageco.co.uk 
at £13.50 (post free) 
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Two more recent publications are:  

 
 

 

 

In what he describes as “a lovely book and superb 

research” our Hinckley County Town representative, 
Greg Drozdz, has advised us of the recent publication 
of:  

 

Burbage Fallen of the Great War: 
The personal stories of those  

who fell in the Great War 1914-1919 
 

Produced by the Burbage Heritage Group, copies can 
be obtained, price £12 plus postage, from the Heritage 
Group via sylviawhitworth@hotmail.com. Please ask 
for postage rate with your request. 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 

The Last Days of the Ottoman Empire 
 

The Ottoman Empire's fateful decision to support 
Germany and Austria-Hungary in 1914, despite 
successfully defending itself for much of the war, 
doomed it to disaster, breaking it up into a series of 
European colonies and what emerged as an 
independent Saudi Arabia. 
 
Ryan Gingeras' superb new book, published for the 
centenary of the last Sultan's departure into exile, 
explains how these epochal events came about and 
shows how much we still live in the shadow of decisions 
taken so long ago. The story of the creation of modern 
Turkey is an extraordinary tale, brilliantly told here. 
 

Cover Price £30, this book is also available via 
Amazon at £25. 
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CYPRUS STREET WAR MEMORIAL  
BETHNAL GREEN  

by Lynn Roffee  
 

Cyprus Street in Bethnal Green E.2., in East London, was laid out in around 1850/51 and was 
originally named Wellington Street, then in 1879 was changed to Cyprus Street. Towards the end 
of the street is No. 52, the former pub called the Duke of Wellington which was originally No. 36 

in 1881 and then in 1884 was renumbered 52. The pub “called time” in 2005 and found a new 
lease of life as residential flats.  
 
The street currently comprises two rows of well-maintained terraced houses, with painted shutters, 
and it is understood that house numbers 40-80 and 43-73 became Grade II listed on 27 September 
1973. It has been widely reported that this London Street suffered the highest number of casualties 
of any single London Street during the First World War. The research for this story has not been 
undertaken to prove or disprove this but to try and identify the fallen, what house number they 
lived at, the regiment they served in and when they died. Whilst researching this memorial, that 
level of detail does not appear to have been reported elsewhere in a complete record so it was a 
case of starting at the beginning – with just their surnames names and initials. This was another 
project that was started some years ago but put on hold hoping that in time more information 
about these men may become available. Not all the men found on the memorial had Cyprus Street 
as their home address on the CWGC website when they died, which made the task even more 
challenging. There are still four men who are alleged to have lived in Cyprus Street whose house 
number is still yet to be found. In the 1900’s the area had a large population and there was a 
considerable number of people living in severe poverty. Whilst many families lived in the street 
for decades, others moved around more frequently as their families increased/deceased, moved 
due to work, or could not pay the rent.  
 
The Cyprus Street War Memorial Tablet (shown right) is 
currently located on the wall between two residential houses, 
No 76 and 78, in Cyprus Street, Bethnal Green in London. 
This is different to the original location. The memorial 
inscription, which includes the names of the twenty-six men 

of the street who had died during the Great War reads “In 

loving memory of the men of Cyprus Street who made the 

Great Sacrifice 1914-1918. Erected by the Duke of 

Wellington’s Discharged and Remobilised Soldiers and 

Sailors Benevolent Club”. The reference to the Duke of 
Wellington is to the pub of the same name at the end of the 
street and not the Duke of Wellington Regiment. 
 
According to the East London Observer of 12th June 1920 the 
money for the war memorial tablet was raised by members of   
the Duke of Wellington Discharged and Demobilised Soldiers Benefit Club. A committee was set 
up and chaired by George Keymer (61), (The ( ) donates the house number these men lived at in 

Cyprus Street, T. Broomhead (46), Vice-chairman, Mr Rawlinson (this was either Edward Henry 

or Edward Herbert) (120), Secretary, Henry George Eagleton (43), Assistant Secretary, Edgar 
Head (52), Treasurer and committee members Messrs. Henry John Beale (49), J. Hodges, A. Keer,  
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Charles Augustus Lyons (47), J. Smith, Arthur Thomas Udy (62), and James Alfred Wolveridge 
(65). If minutes were taken at the meeting/s they do not appear to have survived and/or been 
retained nationally or with Tower Hamlets Archives.  
 
The unveiling ceremony was held on Saturday, 5th June 1920 at which many local people attended. 
The church for the area was and still is St James the Less situated on St James Avenue in Bethnal 
Green E.2. Back then the Church was central to the community and several of the men listed on 
the memorial tablet had been Baptised or married at the church. The erection of the war memorial 
served as a permanent commemoration for the close-knit community. It was only natural that the 
vicar of St. James the Less, the Rev. J.P.R. Rees-Jones, unveiled and dedicated the memorial tablet. 
The St. James Brass Band opened the service and Rev. Rees-Jones gave a “short but inspiring 
address”. The St. James’s Choir sang “What are these arrayed white robes” followed by the hymn 
“Lead kindly light”. This was followed by “The Last Post, The Dead March” and then “Reveille”. 
The original tablet was made of white marble with “imperishable lead lettering” by monumental 
masons Messrs. Levy & Sons Ltd, of Brady Street, Whitechapel.  
 
During the Second World War, the church built in 1843, suffered significant bomb damage by 
enemy action and was forced to close and then reopened in 1961. Each Armistice Day the 
memorial tablet acts as a timeless reminder for family members and the wider community as well 
as residents today, old, and new, who attend the remembrance service held in front of the memorial 
each year. 
 
Despite considerable searching there is little or no information that can be found to accurately 
identity four soldiers and make positive and definitive links to Cyprus Street. In addition, there 
appears to be very few Military Records of the twenty-six men that have been identified. This is 
due to many Military records being destroyed in September 1940 when a German bombing raid 
struck the War Office repository in Arnside Street, London. 
 
A bomb is reported to have fallen on several houses in the street, towards the Duke of Wellington 
pub during WWII, destroying the memorial. It appears it was replaced only to be broken for a 
third time by builders who were undertaking demolition work in the 1960’s. Some years later, three 
pieces of the memorial were spotted leaning against a wall in the back of the Duke of Wellington 
by a local patron and resident Dave Stanley.  
 

In 2014 the BBC made an “at home podcast” and Dave reported he had asked the landlord about 
the three pieces. The landlord recalled builders placing it there in the 1960’s when they were 
undertaking building work.  In the podcast Dave reported he had lived in the street for forty-eight 
years and another resident Ron Sale for fifty-four years. It was Dave who set the wheels in motion 
to replace the memorial tablet and the Cyprus Street Tenants Association funded a third 
replacement tablet in about 2013. The location for the current memorial is not where the original 
one was mounted. The residents maintain the memorial area, paint the flag poles, replace wreaths 
with new ones and hold a service every year at the memorial on Armistice Day. Today, the residents 
in the street are still a close community looking out for one another.  
 
According to the Imperial War Museum (I.W.M.) the original marble tablet was replaced in 1960 
when it was damaged during demolition of the house on which it was mounted and the pieces 
were stored in a local pub. The I.W.M. make no mention that that there was bomb damage to the 
memorial and no mention of a third replacement memorial. The current war memorial tablet has 
several incorrect spellings which no doubt arose when replacing the broken one, although there 
were spelling errors on the original memorial.  
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Names showing on the War Memorial – in alphabetical order 

Note: * Bold indicates the correct spelling of surname 

Name Rank 
Service 
No. 

Regiment Date of 
Death 

Cemetery or 
Memorial 

Comment Hse 
No. 

Amos, 
John 

Private 
354931 

7th Battalion  
London 
Regiment 

20/4/1918 
Aged 26 

Picquigny 
British 
Cemetery 
B.20 

Died of Wounds 
Family has lived in Cyprus 
Street for years 

96 

Boardman, 
A 

      

Cole, 
Herbert 
Arthur 

Private 
14270 

11th Battalion 
Essex Regt.  

28/4/1916 
Aged 37 

Lijssenthoek 
Military 
Cemetery  
VI.6.25 
 

Died of wounds 66 

Combar, 
Edward 
(*Should 
be 
Agombar) 

Lance 
Sergt. 
6390 

1st (King’s) 
Dragoon 
Guards 

1/6/1915 
Aged 28 

Ypres (Menin 
Gate) 
Panel 3 

Name spelt incorrectly on 
replacement memorial 
Siblings George and Ada 
reported he was KIA 

82 

Dilon, 
William 
Henry 
(*Should 
be Dillon) 

AC II 
188021 

No. 8 Aircraft 
Park, 
Royal Air  
Force 

24/7/1919 
Aged 19 

Islington 
Cemetery 
Screen Wall Z 
16472 

Name spelt incorrectly 
when war memorial 
agreed 
Died of Meningitis 

5 

Doyle, 
Thomas 
Albert 

Private 
77155 

1st/7th 
Battalion 
Durham Light 
Infantry 

27/5/1918 Soissons 
Memorial 
Picardie France 

Missing 108 

Dowsett, 
George 
John 

Gunner 
197970 

107th Battery 
23rd Brigade 
Royal Field 
Artillery 

25/8/1918 
Aged 27 

Cerisy-Gailly 
Military 
Cemetery 
France 
II.B.21 

Died of wounds 63 

Dowsett, 
Thomas 
Henry 

Private 
36609 

2nd Battalion 
South Wales 
Borderers 

30/9/1918 
Aged 21 

Haringhe 
(Bandaghem) 
Belgium 
III.C.43 

Died of wounds 63 

Farmer, 
William 
George 

Private 
4141 

2nd Battalion 
London 
Regiment 
(Royal 
Fusiliers  

19/9/1916 
Aged 21 

Grove Town 
Cemetery 
Meaulte 
France 
I.D.27 

Died of Wounds 35 

Fennings, 
Thomas 
Henry 

Corporal 
2732 

1stLondon 
Regiment 
(Royal 
Fusiliers) 

15/9/1916 
Aged 24 

Combles 
Communal 
Cemetery 
Extension 
VI.A.12 
France 

Also served in Egypt 41 

Gadd, 
Albert 
William 

Rifleman 
374047 

2nd/8th  

Battalion 
City of 
London 
(Post Office 
Rifles) Regt. 

6/9/1917 
Aged 25 

Track X 
Cemetery 
Belgium 
B.14 

 51 

Gardner, 
William 
Joseph 

Private 
420776 

2/10th 
Battalion 
London 
Regiment 

11/5/1917 Beugnatre 
Communal 
Cemetery 
3. France 

 25 



Goodwin, 
John 

Private 
28618 

4th Grenadier 
Guards 

1/12/1917 Cambrai 
Memorial 
Louverval 
Panel 2 
France 

 91 

Gray, 
James 

Rifleman 
R/39604 

King’s Royal 
Rifle Corps 

29/11/1917 Cambrai 
Memorial 
Louverval 
Panel 9 
France 

KIA 71 

Hamblin, 
Thomas 

Rifleman 
S/9204 

2nd Battalion 
The Rifle  
Brigade 

1/7/1916 Thiepval 
Memorial 
France 
Pier & Face 
16B & 16C 

KIA 59 

Harris, 
Charles 
John 

Rifleman 
S/29977 

11th Battalion 
The Rifle 
 Brigade 

23/9/1917 
Aged 21 

Dozinghem 
Belgium 
VII.D.2 

Died of Wounds 102 

Hodges, 
 J H  

      

Libka, 
George 
 
(*Should 
be Lipka) 

Rifleman 
1686 

12th Battalion 
London 
Regiment  
(The Rangers) 

21/4/1915 
Aged 18 

Bedford House 
Cemetery 
Enc No. 4 
Belgium 
XVI.B.8 

KIA 
Surname spelt incorrectly 
when original memorial 
agreed 
 

106 

Libka, 
Frederick 
George 
 
(*Should 
be Lipka) 

Sapper 
231691 

234th   Field  
Company,  
Royal 
Engineers 

29/3/1918 
Aged 32 

Pozieres 
Memorial 
France  
Panel 10-13 

Surname spelt incorrectly 
when original memorial 
agreed 
East Yorks Regt.  
40649 

106 

Nash, 
Walter 

Rifleman 
R/32 

2nd Battalion 
Kings Royal  
Rifles Corps 

9/9/1916 
Aged 35 

Thiepval 
Memorial 
Pier & Face 
13A & 13B 
France 

 61 

Parker, C T        

Powis, G       

Simpson, 
Percy 
William 

Private 
233872 

2nd/2nd 
Battalion 
London 
Regiment 
(Royal 
Fusiliers) 

15/5/1917 
Aged 20 

Arras 
Memorial Bay 
9  
France 

 89 

Thorne, 
Joseph 
William 
Thomas  
(*Should 
be Thorn) 
 

Private 
34838 

6th Battalion 
East Yorks 
Regiment 

27/11/1916 
Aged 29 

Englebelmer 
Communal 
Cemetery 
A.12 
France 

Surname spelt incorrectly 
when original memorial 
agreed 
 

88 

Wathews, 
Henry 

Private 
27604 

‘B’ Coy 
1st Battalion 
Wiltshire  
Regiment 

6/11/1918 
Aged 19 

Worms 
(Hockheim 
Hill) 
Germany 
Store 9 

 28 

Wathews, 
William 

Gunner 
926425 

‘B’ Battery 
290th Brigade 
Royal Field  
Artillery 

10/9/1917 
Aged 22 

Duhallow 
A.D.S./ 
Cemetery 
Belgium 
I.C.19 

KIA 28 



As can be seen from the table above, four soldiers have not been positively identified as living in 
Cyprus Street. Sadly, the loss of Military records has impeded the research but it has been possible 
to ascertain a few facts about some of the men and their families. Below is a brief description of 
the information that has been found for some of the men: - 
 
1/ John Amos’s brother Joseph Henry Amos, R.N.V.R. a Telegraphist aboard H.M. Trawler 
Pitstruan was killed by a mine explosion off Wick on 13 April 1917. He is remembered on the 
Chatham Naval Memorial. 
 
2/ Herbert Arthur Cole left behind a widow and three children. 
 
3/ Thomas Doyle was a wheelwright and enlisted in the Royal Engineers in February 1916. He 
married his wife Daisy on 23 April 1916. Thomas transferred to the D.L.I. His service record 
shows he was a Prisoner of War. Daisy was informed that her husband was a Prisoner in Germany. 
However, this was a mistake caused by the D.L.I. Care Committee confusing two soldiers both 
serving in the D.L.I. 
 
Thomas’s father, Mr Doyle last heard from his son on 18 May 1918 who said in a letter that he 
was in Albert, France. Mr Doyle had stated this to Infantry Records Office in York, that his son’s 
wife was dead and he was now next of kin and requested his sons’ medals. 
 
4/ When George John Dowsett married his sweetheart on Christmas eve in 1916, he was working 
as a warehouseman. His Military Records are not available but it would appear, when looking at 
his medal card, he may not have served for very long before his death. His brother, James Joseph 
Dowsett married his sweetheart on 16 September 1917 and working as a book salesman. Their 
father was a cap maker in the 1911 and made military caps during the war and died in 1920.The 
youngest of the four brothers, Albert Edward Dowsett got married in 1924 at St James the Less 
and was still living at No. 63 and working as a salesman.  
 
5/ Thomas Fennings married Florence Sarah Agombar just a few months before his death. 
Florence had a twin sister, Louisa Harriett Agombar, 21 who had a boyfriend in the Army. She 
committed suicide that year in what one paper called a “love tragedy”. The jury returned a verdict 
of suicide whilst of unsound mind brought about by her lover having quarrelled with her as the 
result of a charge of drunkenness.  
 
His medal card and one sheet on the CWGC website shows Service No as 2752 and one copy has 
been amended in pen and altered the 5 to a 3. The other information shows his serial number as 
2732 as does his headstone. The Medal card shows he served in Egypt before going to The Somme. 
A letter has been sent to the CWGC to point this out and to ask them to check which is the correct 
No. 
 
6/ John William Goodwin, a butcher by occupation, married his wife Eliza on 26 December 1903 
at St James the Less. They had seven children and some were Baptised at St James the Less. 
 
7/ James Gray had two children who were both Baptised at St James the Less. When they got 
married in 1929 and 1932 respectively, at St James the Less they were still residing at No 71. 
 
8/ Joseph Thorn first enlisted in the Devonshire Regiment 21 June 1915 his occupation shows he 
was a bricklayer. His first child was born in October 1910 and his second in 1912. He was  
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discharged as a Recruit as not likely to become an efficient Soldier under Para 392 III (c.c.) 

King’s Regulation – Recruits within three months discharged no longer fit for duty – due to a 
medical condition. The character he was awarded was “very good”.  He then re-enlisted in the 
East Yorkshire Regiment. 
 

  
A view of Cyprus Street today showing the Memorial Plaque, which is also shown right 

 
This project is still work in progress – it will be until the other four men who have the connection 
with Cyprus Street are found. There are a couple of men found, who it is thought are men named 
on the memorial, but until tangible links and definitive evidence is found they will not be added to 
the above list. The research has demonstrated the costly loss of life in one street during the First 
World War. 
 
When the current “caretakers” of the memorial hand over the role, hopefully, there are other 

residents willing to take over in the future. As Ron Sale said in the BBC At Home podcast “them 

men died for us”. 
 

               
 

The Graves of Herbert Arthur Cole (Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery) 
and William Wathews (Duhallow A.D.S. Military Cemetery) 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 20th January 2023 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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