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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
With no news to impart since our last Meeting, may I draw the reader’s attention to Pages 8 and 9 
of this issue, giving details of three events that hopefully will be of interest. The value of a Branch 
presence at History Fairs organised by other local groups has long been established and with the 
resurrection post-Covid of two such events in Wigston and at Beaumanor Hall, it is anticipated 
that our participation will once more be of benefit to all concerned. 
 
I also know from previous experience that several readers, like myself, are keen collectors of post 
cards and attend the twice-yearly Leicester Post Card Fairs, now taking place at a new venue in 
Glen Parva. Alongside the interaction with the various dealers, the other advantage of these fairs 
against internet purchases is the safety element of taking immediate possession of the purchased 
items, which are not left in the hands of the Royal Mail to deliver. One’s purchases cannot, 
therefore, be mislaid in delivery, as is the case with two recent items I have tried to add to my own 
collections. 
 
Having now escalated the most recent loss to the Royal Mail Postal Review Panel, at the fourth 
level of their complaint process, I still await confirmation that any, never mind adequate, 
compensation will be offered as reparation for their careless error. Collectors be warned! 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our next Meeting, if not before.    
  
D.S.H. 

 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

Venue: The Concert Room, The Elms Social & Services Club,  
Bushloe End, Wigston Magna LE18 2BA – 7 p.m. for a 7:30 start 

 

ALL WELCOME - THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANYONE TO BE,  
OR BECOME, A MEMBER OF THE WFA OR THE ELMS CLUB 

 

27th February 2023 
 

Guest Speaker: Peter Cousins 

 

“Tommy’s Mail- the Postal Service to the Western 

Front in the Great War”  
 

A well-known local historian with the Leicester Research and 
Family History Services, Peter, on his debut presentation to the 
Branch, explains the huge logistical exercise required to deliver 
morale-boosting letters and parcels to “Tommies” serving on 
the front lines.  
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

MARCH 

 
 

1st  1916 War at Sea Germany begins attacking ships in the Atlantic 

2nd  1916 Home Front Military Service Act comes into force – Conscription! 
2nd  1915 Gallipoli Bombardment of the Dardanelles Forts begins 

3rd  1918 Eastern Front Treaty of Brest-Litovsk  

5th  1916 Africa British advance on Kilimanjaro begins  

8th  1917 Germany General & Inventor, Ferdinand von Zeppelin, dies age 78 

8th  1917 Eastern Front  Russian “February Revolution” begins in earnest 

9th  1916 Western Front Germany declares War against Portugal 

9th  1916 Italian Front Fifth Battle of the Isonzo 

10th    1915 Western Front Battle of Neuve-Chapelle 
11th  1915 Home Front British declare blockade of all German ports 

11th  1917 Mesopotamia Capture of Baghdad 

11th  1918 USA Kansas - First documented case of Spanish ’flu 

13th  1918 Eastern Front Leon Trotsky gains control of the Red Army 

15th  1917 Russia  Tsar Nicholas II abdicates 

17th  1917 Western Front Bapaume captured 

18th  1915 Gallipoli Attempt to force The Narrows  

21st   1918 Western Front Operation Michael – Germany launches Somme offensive  

23rd  1915 Egypt Zion Mule Corps formed 

23rd   1918 Western Front Paris shelled by long-range gun from Crépy-en-Valois  

23rd  1918 Western Front Germans advance 14 miles towards River Somme 

25th  1915 War at Sea Neutral Dutch steamer SS Medea sunk by U-28 

25th  1917 Western Front Canadian flying ace, Billy Bishop, claims first victory 

26th   1917 Palestine First Battle of Gaza 
26th  1918 Western Front Ferdinand Foch appointed Generalissimo 

28th  1918 Western Front Mars Offensive – an attack along River Scarpe 

28th  1917 Palestine Jews expelled from Tel Aviv & Jaffa by Turkish authorities 

 
 

Second Lieutenant Walter Daniel John Tull 
5th Bn, attd 23rd Bn, Middlesex Regiment 

Killed in Action 25th March 1918  
 

Born in Folkestone and orphaned at the age of nine, Walter Tull 
was of Afro-Caribbean and English descent and only the third 
mixed heritage professional footballer to play in England’s top 
Division during a career in which he represented Clapton, 
Tottenham Hotspur and Northampton Town. During the Great 
War, Tull served in both “Footballer” Battalions of the 
Middlesex Regiment in France and Italy, becoming one of the 
earliest non-white Officers in the British Army in 1917. Killed 
in action the following year, Tull is remembered on the Arras 
Memorial to the Missing.      
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FRANK PERCY HAINES 
AN OFFICER OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT   

by Mark Gamble  

 
Frank Percy Haines was born in Leicester during 1888. When he was an infant he lived with his 
parents at 267, Humberstone Road, Leicester. His father, Joseph Haines, was a schoolmaster, and 
his mother was called Lucy, neé Horsley. They had been married in Leicester during 1883. Their 
daughter, Nellie May Haines, had been born in about 1886 and their son, Charles Ernest Haines, 
was born during 1887. The family were still resident at the same address in 1901. During that year 
Mrs. Haines was safely delivered of a baby boy, who was named Reginald Joseph Haines. 

 
By the time Frank Percy Haines was eight years old he was playing the organ at St. Saviour’s 
Church, Leicester. Such was his accomplishment that he was awarded the organ scholarship at 
Clare College, Cambridge, 1907-1910. By 1911 the Frank Percy Haines’ parents had moved to a 

ten-roomed house called Bayreuth, Morland Avenue, Knighton, Leicester. His father was a 
schoolmaster at a National School, and his sister, Nellie May, was a teacher. In 1911 Frank was 
not at home, but was boarding at a private school in Ore, Sussex, where he was working as a tutor. 

 
In 1912 Frank Percy Haines was appointed sub-organist at King’s 
College, Cambridge. Whilst at the college he joined the Officers 

Training Corps (O.T.C.). On the 26th July 1912 The London Gazette 

reported - Frank Percy Haines (late Cadet, Cambridge University 

Contingent, Senior Division, Officers Training Corps) to be Second 

Lieutenant, for service with Leys School Contingent, Junior 

Division, Officers Training Corps. Dated 19th June, 1912. 

 
Soon after the declaration of war in 1914 men with previous military 
service were recalled to the colours. Similarly, those with officer 
experience were brought back to duty or given commissions. Frank 
Percy Haines was amongst a number of individuals, both cadets and 
ex-cadets of the O.T.C. that were made temporary Second Lieutenants 

on the 23rd September 1914; the notice of which appeared in The 

London Gazette six days later. 

 
On the 16th November 1914 Frank Percy Haines was made a 
temporary Lieutenant with the 8th Battalion of the Leicestershire 
Regiment; this was announced in the London Gazette on the 15th 
December 1914. By June 1915 Lieutenant Haines was serving with 

 
2nd Lieutenant  

Frank Percy Haines, O.T.C.,  

at Hyderabad Barracks, 

Colchester,January 1913 

‘D’ Company, 8th Battalion, part of the 110th ‘Tigers’ Brigade, at Perham Down Camp, on Salisbury 
Plain, near Tidworth.  He was with the officers and men of the battalion when photographs were 

taken of the unit by the London based photographers Elliot & Fry. 
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On the 29th  July 1915 the 8th Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment 
sailed to France aboard the S.S. Golden Eagle, there to become part of 
the British Expeditionary Force (B.E.F.). 
 
On the 15th June 1917 Lieutenant Haines was with the 8th Leicesters 
in the vicinity of Croisilles. On the night of the 15th the battalion was 
moved to Lincoln Trench, to take part in a renewed assault on the 
Hindenburg Line. At 2.30 in the morning on the 16th June 1917 
Lieutenant Haines was with his men when the battalion went over-
the-top for a frontal assault on German positions. The battalion 
suffered an intense machine gun barrage. Lieutenant Haines was 
amongst those who were cut down in the attack. 
 
Lieutenant Frank Percy Haines has no known grave. His name appears 
in bay 5 of the Arras War Memorial, Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
In late 1921 Frank Percy Haines’ father and mother, who were then 

living at The Morlands, Syston, Leicestershire, applied for the medals 
to which their son was entitled - these were the 1914-1915 Star, the 
British War Medal, and the Allied Victory Medal. 
 

 

Lieutenant  

Frank Percy Haines, 

 ‘D’ Company, 8th Bn., 

Leicestershire Regiment, 

  at Perham Down Camp,  

June 1915 
Notes: 

Frank Percy Haines, musician, 1888-1917. 
 

Clare College, Cambridge, is possessed of two boxes of archival material, dating between 1905 and 1917, that was once the property 
of Frank Percy Haines, the archive includes music manuscripts received from Tim Brown, Music Director at Clare, 1989 and 1991 
(Acc 1989/9 & 1991/15). Papers were probably received via Nellie Haines, sister of Percy Haines. Ongoing contact with Dr John 
Porterfield (Clare 1956) about further Haines material with Haines family, Dec 2004 and April 2006. See also photographs of 
Haines at CCPH/1/HAINES http://www.concertprogrammes.org.uk/html/search/verb/GetRecord/8242 
 
CCPP/HAI/3: Frank Percy Haines (1888-1917). 
 
Baritone and Organ Scholar at Clare, Haines’s tutors were Charles Stanford, A. H. Mann and Charles Wood. In 1912 he was made 
sub-organist at King’s College. During service in WWI he formed the first Concert Party and the 37th Division Band (all of whom 
were professional musicians). He was killed in action on the Hindenburg Line on 16th June 1917. 
 
The majority of the 50 programmes in the collection are for University Music Club Saturday evening chamber concerts, but there 
are also a few for Clare Music Society smoking and May Week concerts. Performers included Arthur Bliss, E. J. Dent, Eugene 
Goossens, Frank Haines, A. H. Mann, Cyril Rootham and Sedley Taylor. 
 
Clare/CCPP/HAI contains: 
 
Music manuscripts. Includes Elegy for full orchestra, Canzone for string orchestra, Rhapsody, Sonata for violin and pianoforte; 
also photograph of Haines and album of concert programmes with short biography (by sister). 
Creator: HAINES, Frank Percy.  
1 box; paper. 1905-1917. 
 
Old Ironsides, song for baritone and orchestra. Orchestra parts, full score and concert programme for first performance at St 
Leonard's, Sussex 1911. 
Creator: HAINES, Frank Percy.  
1 box. 1911. 
 
Scrapbook of concert programmes. Also contains list of members of CU Music Society, printed photograph of Haines, postcards 
of Clare and short biographical note on Haines.  
Creator: HAINES, Frank Percy.  
1 vol; paper. 1908-1913.  
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RESCUED FROM THE RUINS 
A SECOND MADONNA OF ALBERT   

 
Our cover illustration this month features the Basilica at Albert, the major town behind the Allied 
lines during the Battle of the Somme in 1916. German artillery shells subsequently reduced the 
town to ruins, including the town Basilica, topped by a golden statue of the Madonna holding her 
child above her head, a landmark that could be seen for miles. After the shelling, the statue was 
left at a precarious angle, leaning forward towards the ruins beneath. It was said that the War would 
end only when the “Leaning Virgin” finally fell, 
a prophesy fulfilled when British artillery finally 
caused the statue to fall in 1918, some three 
months before the Armistice was signed. 
 
This, however, is the story of a second golden 
Madonna and child, shown right, eventually 
returned to the Basilica many years after it was 
removed from the rubble by a British “Tommy”. 
Although some of the details have now been lost 
to history, what can be gleaned begins with a 
letter penned by a father to a daughter in 1990, 
seventy two years after the conflicts ended. It 
reads as follows:   

 

 
 

This Madonna is for my daughter Leonora who has strong religious beliefs and requested that 

I give as much information from whence it came and how it came into my possession. 

 

My father was killed in the First World War in 1917 and when the War was over in 1918 my 

mother was being courted by a Sergeant in the Royal Garrison Artillery. They never married 

because of my mother’s beliefs so after living together he eventually died in 1965 aged about 

79 years. During his lifetime with us he often told me how he came by the Madonna. He was 

stationed in Northern France in 1917, then outside the town of Amiens, when the Germans 

made their offensive (for the Somme) his company had to withdraw as the bombardment was 

so severe. It was about this time they went along the road past the town of Albert. History tells 

us the Albert Cathedral was demolished to the ground, during a lull in the battle he went into 

the Cathedral and prized off the altar with his bayonet the Madonna. He carried it all over 

France until demobbed. On returning to England, he lived with us until he departed.  

 

I have done a little research into the history of Albert Cathedral and have found that it was 

rebuilt in 1939 and finished in 1945, but as to the history of the original Albert Cathedral I 

know very little. I suppose one could find out if you could return to the town of Albert. 

According to Sgt Charles Edward Underwood nothing of any value was saved and I can only 

assume that this Madonna was the only part left of the original Cathedral of Albert when it 

was rebuilt. 

 

To my dear daughter I can only say, I wish you luck whatever you may choose to do with it. 

 

From your old Dad 

John Ellison 

17/5/1990.  
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At this stage, the chronology of this tale becomes somewhat uncertain, but both the letter and the 
Madonna subsequently came into the possession of one Chris Ormonde, a member of a military 
re-enactment society who regularly attended ceremonies at Comines on the Franco-Belgium 
border (the town actually straddles the border between both countries) commemorating the 
actions that took place there in 1940 during the Allied retreat to Dunkirk.  
 
It is believed that by 2014 Chris had already returned the Madonna together with the Elison letter 
to the Basilica at Albert where, though not on public display, it can be produced upon request via 
the local Tourist Office. During one of the commemorations, whilst also acting as an Interpreter 
between members of the Dunkirk Veterans Association and local dignitaries, Chris recounted the 
story of the Madonna to a group of Veterans and a visit to view the statue was subsequently made. 
This in turn resulted in the photographs shown below.  
 

              
  
Amongst those present were two regulars from our earlier Armistice Tours who have kindly shared 
this story with us. They subsequently made a second visit to Albert and, through the local Tourist 
Office, revisited both the Madonna and a framed text in both English and French explaining the  
  

  
 
history of the piece. Although specifically requesting not to be named in this article, they have 
provided the illustrations shown above, including that shown above left from their later trip. 
Rebuilt by 1931, the Basilica is once again crowned by a replica of the original Golden Virgin, as 
shown above right. But, as we have seen, this is far from being its only treasure . . . 
 

V.E.J. & D.S.H. 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD  
 

 
 

HISTORY AND HERITAGE SHOW 2023 
SATURDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2023 

at 
MENPHYS HUB, BASSETT STREET 

SOUTH WIGSTON,  
LEICESTERSHIRE  

LE18 4PE 
10.00 AM till 4.00 PM 

 

£1 ADMISSION 
Under 15s Free 

Tea, Coffee & Snacks Available Until 1.00 PM 
Parking Via Timber Street or on Countesthorpe Road 

 

THE BRANCH WILL BE AMONGST THE EXHIBITORS 
POSTCARDS AND SECOND HAND BOOKS  

WILL ALSO BE ON SALE 
 

Further details can be found at www.lrfhs.com 
 

 
 

LEICESTER POSTCARD FAIR 
 

The next Leicester Postcard Fair is due to take place on  
 
 

 

Sunday  
26th February 2023 

Open from 10.00 a.m. till 3.00 p.m. 
Admission Free 

at 
Glen Parva War Memorial Hall 

50 Dorothy Avenue 
Glen Parva 
Leicester 
LE2 9JD 

 

PLEASE NOTE  
NEW VENUE 
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THE BRANCH WILL BE AMONGST THE EXHIBITORS  
 

 
 
 

INFORMATION WANTED! 
 

 
The Royal Leicestershire Regiments database Royal Leicestershire Regiment is very much a 
'work in progress' and three volunteers are engaged in adding and updating it. 
 
Could I ask that you give us a line in your newsletter asking for information about the men on 
the database along the lines of: 
 
The database  gives details of over 60 thousand men who have served in the regiment and every 
new piece of information about these men is added to their profile. Do you have anything to 
add to the entries? It is simple just click on the link at the bottom of the man's page.   
 

Best Wishes 
 

Mel Gould 
Loughborough Carillon Tower & War Memorial Museum 
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A NEW LOCAL WAR MEMORIAL REVISITED 
by Roy-Anthony Birch  

 
Rewards from further and quite extensive research now enable me to fulfill my promise to write 

“more thoroughly” about the splendid and still virtually pristine tribute to some of our local 
sporting heroes, whose unveiling I had the privilege of attending on our WFA branch’s behalf last 
year. 
 
The Monument (or Memorial) is situated on the north side of Leicester Tigers R.F.C. Welford 
Road Stadium in the area now officially designated “The Plaza”, standing between the Yodel (or 
Main or North) Stand and the recently completed Hotel Brooklyn. (Slightly older local people 
especially will remember the site now occupied by the Hotel as that for so long associated with 
Leicester’s Granby Halls entertainment and sporting venue). Rising to 20 feet (c. 6.1 metres) 
overall, the tribute we see today is in effect a modification of the original design which envisaged 
an arch at least 25 feet high, leading into the Stadium, with a sculpted tiger toping each of the 
columns to represent, in turn, the renowned local Rugby Union Football Club and The 
Leicestershire “Tiger’s” Regiment, from which the former takes its name. 
 
In my preliminary article on The Tigers Foundation and the unveiling of the Tigers Heritage 
Monument on Armistice Day last year (see December ’22’s branch newsletter issue no. 133 p. 15), 
I wrote of the resilience of those responsible for bringing the Memorial Project to fruition. And 
there was and indeed is much to praise, most markedly in a determination not to be “thrown off 
course” or to abandon the Project altogether in the face of increasingly austere economic 
circumstances, themselves exacerbated by the Covid 19 pandemic. Irrespective of resultant delays, 
the number of organisations that maintained their interest in and support for the Project 
throughout, testifies to the high regard in which both Club and Regiment are held, not only in 
Leicester but nationally and beyond. The Royal British Legion, The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, The R.F.U., The British Lions, The Royal Society of Arts, diverse branches of our 
Armed Forces including Cadet units and, of course, the Leicestershire Regiment itself, plus The 
Dean and Chapter of Leicester Cathedral, have given steadfast support. Likewise, familiars of the 
game such as Rory Underwood M.B.E. and five times England Skipper Peter Wheeler C.B.E., 
whose commitments to the Club and to The Tigers Foundation in particular remained as 
undaunted as was their tenacity in the ruck and maul etc. in their respective and not so distant 
playing days. (Sometime President of the R.F.U. and now member of the Premiership Rugby Hall 
of Fame, Mr Wheeler, it will be recalled, performed the actual unveiling last November). 
 
It was in 2016 that the Tigers Foundation 
launched its appeal for funds for the twin-
columned Gateway Arch of the original plan, an 
illustration of which, as a maquette (or model), is 
shown right. A widely-distributed leaflet published 
to accompany the launch described how the 
structure would commemorate the Sacrifices and 
Service of ex-Tigers’ players who had answered 
Britain’s call to arms predominantly, though not 
exclusively, in two World Wars. The 
Monument/Memorial - the descriptions in   
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practice seem to be interchangeable, would also serve as “a signpost” to inspire future generations 
through their forebears’ example. But today, albeit in an atmosphere of perhaps uneasy peace, the 
call would be to serve and continue to inspire through participation in sport rather than in warfare. 
 
The original intention had been for the Monument (or Memorial) to be unveiled in November 

2018 to mark what we know better than to call “the end of The First World War”, although the 
point is generally understood. But possible disappointments - I might venture to say “shortfalls”, 
in the amount of money collected thus far in the approach to the target date may have been 

discerned via the local press, even by mid-2017. An article in The Leicester Mercury of Saturday 
June 24th 2017 under the main headline CLUB’S TRIBUTE TO WAR HEROES, for example, 
stated that the cost of the Arch as originally envisaged was estimated at £250,000, and that 

volunteers “were hoping to raise £180,000” towards that total. One of the most tangible ways in 

which volunteers could “get involved” was by purchasing a specially minted Tiger’s 
Commemorative Crown coin at £110.00 a time. But in spite of the willingness of a great many 
fans and supporters to do so, it seems that the hoped-for sum may have been slightly over-
optimistic from the start. Then came Covid, heralding the economic downturn whose effects are 
largely with us still, and necessitating a radical rethink of so many plans and projects; not least 
those relating to the Leicester Tigers Foundation. Hence, the modified but hardly less impressive 
tribute to Fallen Tigers we see in The Plaza today. 
 

 

 
 

LEFT: The amended design for the Memorial 

ABOVE: Steve Winterburn (left) and Harvey Gardiner 

(right)with the amended Tiger bronze 

 
Designed by Kibworth-based museum installations specialist Harvey Spencer Gardiner FRSA, in 
a style quite consciously reminiscent of the inter-war - 1930s, art deco movement, the Monument’s 
Corten steel and stainless steel base supports a single tiger’s head in bronze; this last, the creation 

of sculptor Stephen/Steve Winterburn. That the truly iconic head faces east is no accident, any 
more than is my use of a word so often misused as to undermine its true meaning; i.e. a 
representation of something often venerated, whose symbolism is understood on sight, even 
across cultures, or is readily conjured in the mind’s eye. Thinking of the history of both Club and 
Regiment, therefore, one could hardly conceive of a more fitting and obviously relevant symbol: 
equally relevant, that is, to both. Even as I write, it strikes me that the circumstance of there now 
being just one tiger’s head instead of two may not be altogether  
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inappropriate. For what better symbol could there be than what I might call this “two in one 
totem” (or icon), to emphasise the insoluble ties between the two organisations, which date from 
the Club’s inception in 1880? As to the sculpted head’s eastward orientation; again this is a quite 
deliberate aspect of Mr Gardiner’s design. Facing across Welford Road and beyond the Fire 
Brigades’ Lancaster Road old HQ, the tiger looks directly towards the once obliterated city of 
Ypres, where so many Leicestershire men, amongst so many others, Fell, and within whose Salient 
so many remain unclaimed. (One of the many plaques in St. George’s Memorial Church in Ypres 
acknowledges the Sacrifice of members of The Leicestershire Yeomanry who Fell in the 
engagement at Frazenburg Ridge on May 13th 1915. Most of their bodies remain at rest and 
unretrieved in The Salient). 
 
Those who spend perhaps inordinate amounts of time researching the history of war memorials 
and the biographies etc. of those named on them, know only too well that such undertakings, 
however ultimately rewarding, can seem never-ending. This must have applied to those charged 
with collating material for the Tigers Foundation Heritage Monument as they searched for names 
and service records of ex-Tigers players, as I said earlier, from predominantly the 1914-18 and the 
1939-45 conflicts. Albeit by chance, the delay in finalising the Project can now quite literally be 
seen to have been to the researcher’s and, by inference, to the completed scheme’s advantage; 
firstly, in enabling casualties with hitherto undiscovered links to the Club to be identified, and 
secondly, by clarifying areas of ambiguity, for example vis-à-vis units with which men served, or 
simply by correcting previous errors. 
 
The 2016 “Appeal for funds” leaflet referenced earlier, stated that the Monument/Memorial would 

remember “The 46 members of the regiment who played for the Tigers and lost their lives”; 
clearly suggesting that it was the Leicestershire Regiment with which all 46 fatalities had served. In 
taken advantage of the hiatus in the Project’s completion, as just outlined, and with the Memorial’s 
official “reveal” necessarily postponed, any misinformation was able to be rectified in time for the 
2022 unveiling. Facts and figures are indeed far clearer now and one can have every confidence 
that the information on the Monument’s various plaques is reliable. I shall describe the plaques 
whose inscriptions relate to the former players/servicemen shortly, having first reproduced the 
inscription which appears and is repeated on the backs of the seats surrounding the base of the 
Monument and which are themselves integral to the structure; viz: - 

 
A MASSIVE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FANS, SUPPORTERS, PATRONS, ALUMNI, AND 

SPONSORS. 
WE REMEMBER THE FIFTY FOUR LEICESTER TIGERS PLAYERS 

WHO LOST THEIR LIVES. 
YOUR EFFORTS HAVE MADE THIS MONUMENT POSSIBLE. 

TOGETHER WE HAVE CREATED A SPACE TO INSPIRE FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

 
While the plaques bearing the names etc. of the Fallen and of those who served and survived 
naturally take precedence over the inscriptions shown above – the former being at a higher level 
than the latter, it seems somewhat unusual to find so much space on a memorial devoted to lists 
of sponsors, fans, and supporters - groups and individuals, who have contributed to such schemes, 
in the way we see here. Yet for this to have been done speaks volumes for the Foundation’s 
approach to “inclusivity”, and from a design perspective, this is far from being the only 
distinguishing feature of Mr Gardiner’s work, as we shall see presently. 
 
Meanwhile, I come to the plaques which are likely to be the main focus for visitors to the Welford 
Road Stadium – other than for the games, of course; those honouring the Sacrifices etc.  
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of Tigers of yesteryear and which, unlike the “MASSIVE THANK YOU” plaques, will not be 
obscured when the seats surrounding the Memorial’s base are occupied. On approaching the front 
of the Monument, with the tiger’s head facing eastwards across Welford Road, which would now 
be behind you, we see the following inscriptions, rendered here and subsequently in the line-by-
line layout as per the Memorial, but in upper and lower case lettering to save space in the 
newsletter. All are on the same eastern elevation. viz: - 
 

This monument is dedicated to the fifty four Leicester Tigers players 
who gave their lives in war. In remembrance of their courage and bravery, 

we draw on these memories through the work of The Leicester Tigers Foundation. 
Our aim is to inspire people to create a brighter future by engaging through sport. 

 

[then, in smaller lettering] 
 

The close ties between the Leicestershire Regiment 
and Leicester Tigers goes back to the Club’s formation in 1880. 

Thirteen Leicester Tigers players from the Leicestershire Regiment 
lost their lives as a result of war. 

 

[and in the largest lettering of all] 
 

LEST WE FORGET. 
 

[then follow the names of the 13 who were both Leicester Tigers’ players and members of  
The Leicestershire Regiment]. 

 

From the inscriptions reproduced thus far we see that the number of Fallen ex-Tigers players has 
been augmented from the suggested 46 in 2016 to 54 by the time of the official unveiling, and that 
the number of what I shall call “dual Tigers” – Club and Regiment, constitutes c. 25% of the total. 
The very first of the Thirteen named here is the only Fallen pre-World War Regimental “Tiger”, 
being Lieutenant Arthur Cleghorn Thomson, who was killed in action aged 26, on 26th January 
1897. Edinburgh-born and originally a member of “The Leicester’s” Depot Company, he died at 
the Battle of Bida in what is now western Nigeria. Of the remaining “dual Tigers”, nine are from 
the First World War and three from the Second. 
 
On progressing anticlockwise round the Memorial, we find an inscription on the northern 
elevation which is repeated word-for-word on the western side. Taken together, these two 
elevations honour former players who Fell in WW1 & WW2 while serving with contingents other 
then The Leicestershire Regiment: - 

 
In the First and Second World Wars, forty one Leicester Tigers players 

served in twenty three various branches of the Armed Forces. 
They lost their lives in fifteen different countries. 

 
There are 16 names – all from WW1 on the northern elevation, given with details of the 
regiments/units in which they served and where they died, and 25 from WW2 on the west side, 
with insignia indicating that several died while with our maritime and airborne services. This 
completes the Roll of 54 Fallen ex-Tigers Rugby players, and by my calculation - not forgetting 
the one fatality from the 1890s West African Campaign, 25 were lost in WW1 and 28 in WW2. 
Taking those named on the Memorial as a whole, including those who survived whichever conflict, 
and in addition to playing for our own Leicester Tigers R.F.C., their ranks included five British 
Lions, eight England and two Ireland Rugby Union Internationals, and ten Barbarians –  
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affectionately known as “the Baa-Baas”. (Replicas of the badges of these Representative Sides 
and/or Clubs appear on the Memorial against the names of the players concerned). 
 

 
 

The unveiling ceremony on 11th November 2022.  

Two of the memorial plaques described in this article can clearly be seen here 

 
On the southern side of the Memorial, as one stands facing the Hotel Brooklyn and with the main 
North Stand behind you, the inscription reads: 

 
We remember the thirty eight Leicester Tigers players 

from the Leicestershire Regiment, along with those who gallantly served 
in other branches of the Armed Forces and survived the conflict of war. 

 

[then more names, but specifically from which war/s, we are not told]. 
 
Also on the southern elevation, and still on the “NAMES” panel, we read the names of the 
Monument/Memorial’s designer, Harvey Spencer Gardiner FRSA. and of the sculptor/artist, 
Stephen Winterburn, together with that of Peter Wheeler D.L, and the date of the unveiling: 
11th November 2022. 
 
Finally, for the moment, I come to what must surely be the most innovative and especially, we 
might suppose, for the young, the most attractive feature of Messrs. Gardiner and Winterburn’s 
design creativity, to which I alluded earlier. For The Tigers Foundation Heritage Monument is 
anything but an inert or static edifice of the traditionally familiar type. It is indeed a structure 
capable, I will say, of being “brought to life” through an adaptation of technology derived from 
that which brought us the now ubiquitous bar code. Provided one has a “Smart ’phone” and is 
actually on site at Welford Road – face-to-face with the Memorial, one can access information on 
many if not all of the players via the in-built inter-active QR technology; the QR symbol being on 
the backs of the seats surrounding the Memorial. Engagement – or “Connectivity”, Inclusivity, 
and Accessibility, here then, at one’s very finger-tips: each one a key component of The 
Foundation’s defining philosophy. 
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CONTACT US  

 
   

 
 

Leicestershire & Rutland 
 

YOUR BRANCH 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 
David Humberston 

 Chairman & Speakers List 
 

Paul Warry 

 Vice Chairman, Treasurer & Website 
  

Valerie Jacques  

Secretary & Tiger Newsletter Editor 
 

 Angela Hall  

Events 
 

 Roy-Anthony Birch 

Promotion & War Memorials 
 

YOUR COUNTY TOWN 
REPRESENTATIVES: 

 

Greg Drozdz - Hinckley 

David & Karen Ette - Loughborough 
 

Branch Website Address: 
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 
 

Branch Twitter Address: 
@WFALeicester 

 

We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 14th March 2023 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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