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EDITORIAL
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
A recent visit to Bletchley Park reminded us of the invaluable work undertaken by it’s
predecesser in the Great War – “Room 40”. From November 1914 the Naval Wireless
Interception Unit, operating from Room 40 of the Old Admiralty Building, began their
work intercepting and decoding enemy messages.
Initially the Royal Navy had only one wireless station, at Stockton, to intercept enemy
wireless messages. However, as soon as War broke out, other stations belonging to the
Post Office and to the Marconi Company, and also a few private individuals (radio hams)
at once began to pick up and record coded messages of German origin. The Navy also
quickly established “Y” stations (Wireless Intercept, abbreviated to “WI” but
phonetically pronounced “Y”) at Hunstanton, Cambridge and Scarborough when it was
realised that radio transmissions from any source could be listened into and read by
trained operators. These stations were manned by Royal Navy Volunteer Reservists
(RNVR) personnel.

Additionally, Wireless Direction-Finding
Stations or “B” stations were used to
locate the position of German Naval
vessels and Airships by triangulating their
wireless signals. The one depicted left was
situated on the cliffs above Hunstanton
(the photograph dating from 1915).

Accurate information charting the courses and positions of German vessels, including U
Boats was now forthcoming, but Admiralty insistence on keeping the existence of this
information a fiercely guarded secret negated this advantage. The sinking of R.M.S.
Lusitania on 7th May 1915, for example, may have been prevented had information held
on the course of U-Boat U 20 been released to the Captain concerned. Just over twelve
months later, Room 40 staff correctly predicted the course of the German fleet engaged
in the Battle of Jutland, but the information failed to reach the British Fleet Commander
and the Germans subsequently escaped.
By 1917, almost all German Naval transmissions in the North Sea were being intercepted.
Room 40 also intercepted and decoded the infamous “Zimmerman Telegram”, sent by
German Foreign Secretary Arthur Zimmerman to the German Ambassador in Mexico,
the discovery of which directly led to the U.S.A. joining the War. It was also interesting
to be reminded that the code-breakers of the Great War served again at Bletchley in
World War II. The significant contribution of some of these “code-breakers” will be
featured in a future Tiger.
V.E.J. & D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.
30th March 2015
Guest Speaker:
Philip French

Your Committee Members
are:
Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)
Michael Woods
(Vice Chairman)
David Humberston
(Secretary)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor & Librarian)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Angela Hall
(Events Co-ordinator)
Denis Kenyon
(War Memorials)
Chris Stephens
(War Memorials)
Roy Birch
(Education)

-

“Leicester Goes to War”

&
Guest Speaker:
Col. Phil Watson
-

“Moncel – The final
“Lance on Lance” Charge”

27th April 2015
Guest Speaker:
Phil Tomaselli
-

“MI5 and the struggle against
German espionage”

Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com

18th May 2015
Guest Speaker:
Andy Lonergan
-

“21 Division – 1914-1918;
A Divisional History
st
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COVER STORY
On the afternoon of 12th March, one of the national Victoria Cross Commemorative
Paving Stones was unveiled at St Andrew’s Church, Countesthorpe, in honour of Private
William Buckingham. Members of the Committee were amongst the invited guests and
Valerie Jacques laid a wreath on behalf of the Branch.

Valerie prepares to lay our Wreath & the Memorial Plaque and Branch Wreath
It was also a pleasure to meet three relatives of William Buckingham, who had travelled
from Northamptonshire and Lancashire to unveil the plaque, beside the War Memorial.
At the later reception, they were presented with a framed portrait of William as a souvenir
of the day.

Josie Hamer, her husband Alan and Angela Smith are presented with a portrait of
William Buckingham V.C. Alan and Angela are children of William’s cousins.
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HE MUST HAVE DONE SOMETHING GOOD!
By Valerie Jacques
In 1894, aged 14, Georg Johannes von
Trapp followed in his father’s footsteps
and entered the Naval Academy of the
Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungarian
Navy at Fiume (where the newly invented
torpedoes were being manufactured)
graduating four years later. His rise was
swift and by 1908 he was licensed as an
aviator and had also begun to envision the
importance of submarine navigation,
seizing the opportunity for a transfer to
the Navy’s newly formed U-boot-Waffe
(Submarine Arm). A year later, at a
society ball, he noticed a young lady
playing the violin and decided that she
would be his wife! The sweet natured
nineteen-year-old was Agathe Whitehead
(granddaughter of Robert Whitehead,
inventor of the first self-propelled naval
torpedo) and, in 1911, they were married
settling in Pola, the seat of the Imperial
Navy, overlooking the Adriatic. Together
they created a secure and loving
environment for themselves and the
children who followed until, in June 1914,
world events shook their cosy existence
when Archduke Franz-Ferdinand was
assassinated and war on Serbia was
declared. . .

Captain Georg Von Trapp
50 years ago this month the hugely
successful film “The Sound of Music” was
released to enraptured audiences
throughout the whole world, only flopping
in Germany and Austria. The previous
year, actor Christopher Plummer, in his
own words, was behaving like a
“pampered, arrogant, spoiled b*****d”
such was his concern as to what taking the
part of Baron Georg von Trapp would do
to his reputation! As we’re all aware, the
film continues to enchant and, decades
later, Plummer bluntly admitted: “My
behaviour was unconscionable”. But, who
was this Austrian who’d headed an
unhappy family, healed by a former
postulant, which provided the inspiration
for the musical adaptation and would
Christopher Plummer, had he known the
true story of the history of the man he was
almost bribed to play, have reacted with
such disinclination?

All civilians were soon ordered to leave
Pola and Agathe and the children moved
to the relative haven of peace and beauty
of her mother’s house at Zell-am-See. The
now Captain von Trapp had been given
command of one of Austria’s primitive
submarines, SM U-5 and, under the
extremely poor living conditions afforded
to U-boat patrols, became a respected
leader,
providing
support
and
encouragement to his crew of a mixed
ethnic group of specialists and seamen.
His brief leaves home gave him the
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opportunity to become acquainted with
his ever expanding family but he was all
too soon called back to the dismal business
of war.

class, with all the rights and privileges
that accompanied it. Awardees were
automatically ennobled with the title of
Ritter (Knight) and, upon further
petition, could claim the hereditary title of
Baron. Always self-effacing, the new
Baron von Trapp accepted his honour
modestly.

His greatest single naval feat occurred in
April 1915 when, with a full moon rising,
von Trapp and his crew risked their lives
to launch an attack on the French
battleship Leon Gambetta resulting in the
loss of the ship and 684 of her 821 crew.
Although a staunch patriot, he always
regretted the loss of life that transpired
and downplayed his significant leadership
role. Nevertheless, he became a national
hero, his name a household word and he
headlined in the newspapers as “the dread
of the Adriatic”. In October of 1915, he
took over command of the captured
French submarine Curie which the
Austrian Navy had re-fitted and
commissioned as SM U-14 after she had
become ensnared in the defensive nets of
the harbour at Pola. In November 1916,
the
vessel
underwent
extensive
modernisation following damage by a
depth-charge earlier that year. Resuming
duty under von Trapp, she went on to sink
five ships including the Italian bulk
carrier SS Milazzo, reportedly the largest
cargo ship in the world, in a six day span.
In total, von Trapp was responsible for
the sinking of over 60,000 tons of enemy
(Allied) shipping.

S M U-14
By the end of the war, Trapp’s record
stood at 19 war patrols but the AustroHungarian Empire had collapsed and, in
the process, Austria was reduced in size to
her land-locked German speaking
heartlands. She was now a Republic, her
last Hapsburg emperor deposed and the
Treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye had
stripped her of her sea coasts. She had no
further need for a Navy and Baron von
Trapp was without vocation or
employment. . . His career over, the warweary Captain assumed the position of
head of his family and in early 1921 they
moved to a large house, Martinschlossel,
in Klosterneuburg, near Vienna, the
former Summer home of Austria’s
beloved Empress Maria Theresa. The
following year tragedy struck when
Agathe von Trapp, adored by all who ever
knew her, contracted Scarlet Fever and
died leaving her bereft husband and seven
children. . .

He conducted ten further war patrols and,
in May 1918, was promoted to
Korvettenkapitän (equal to Lieutenant
Commander) and given command of the
Submarine Base in the Gulf of Kotor, a
winding bay of the Adriatic Sea in
southwestern Montenegro. For his war
service he was recognised as one of the
greatest heroes of the Imperial Navy and
awarded, amongst others, his country’s
highest national honour, the Military
Order of Maria Theresa – Knight’s Cross

By 1925 a move to Salzburg was
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them to leave freely on the guise of a
holiday to the southern Tyrol. In early
October 1939 they boarded the SS
American Farmer on her voyage to New
York with tickets advanced by Charles
Wagner eventually settling in Stowe,
Vermont in 1941. The rest, as they say, is
history. . .

discussed to which the children readily
agreed and, that Autumn, the von Trapps
settled into their remodeled twenty two
roomed mansion at the foot of Gaisberg
Mountain. It was here, at Villa von Trapp,
that Maria Augusta Kutschera, was sent
from Nonnberg Abbey on a temporary
attachment to teach one of Captain von
Trapp’s children, also called Maria,
following her removal from school
through illness. On 26th November 1927,
the 22 year old governess and the Captain
were married. She was completely
accepted by the children and of all the
influences Maria brought to the family,
music was the favoured pastime. The
Salzburg Trapp Choir sang all over
Europe but, ever since the rise of the Nazis
in neighboring Germany, the Captain had
watched the political climate warily, his
patriotic sensibilities becoming greatly
disturbed.
On 11th March 1938 the inevitable
happened and Nazi boots marched into
Austria. Hitler announced the Anschluss
(union) of the two countries and the
Captain was heard to remark: “We are
standing at the open grave of Austria” and
refused to hang a large silk Nazi flag
which had been sent to show recognition
of the Fuhrer. He was, though, acutely
aware that he should remain silent with
regard to his personal beliefs and, with the
tense situation heightening and an offer of
a commission in the German Navy firmly
declined, a decision to leave Austria was
inevitable, exile and persecution being
preferable to serving the Nazis. Their
ticket out had come in 1937 when, during
the Salzburg Festival, a concert
impresario named Charles L Wagner had
visited and offered the family a tour of
America. . .

Baron Von Trapp
Baron Georg Johannes von Trapp
enjoyed the peace and tranquility of his
newly adopted home for only a further six
years, the toxic fumes inhaled on his many
U-boat patrols having irreparably
damaged his lungs. He died from lung
cancer on 30th May 1947 and at his funeral
the family sang one of his favourite
lullabies, his coffin was covered with a flag
from one of his submarines. He had lived
the life of an extraordinary man and out
of all the medals he was awarded, his
Order of Maria Theresa (below) was the
one he was most proud of and the only one
he was able to smuggle out of Austria.

Although staunch Austrians, a post-war
technicality had given them Italian
citizenship and passports which enabled
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THE BRANCH LIBRARY

YOUR COMMITTEE
It is with great regret we announce the
resignation of Brian Smith from the
Branch Committee. We thank Brian for
all his work on behalf of the Branch and
look forward to being able to welcome him
to future meetings when circumstance
permits.
We wish to reassure our Rutland
Members that we remain fully committed
to promoting our Branch within your
county and are continuing to seek ways of
achieving this objective.

Following the dissolution of the Branch
Library, I am pleased to report that
around a third of the books have now
found good billets amongst yourselves.
There remains, however, many more
awaiting release from their underground
bunker (aka several cardboard boxes!)
All are in excellent/very good condition
and I ask you to please, again, take a few
moments to scan down the list in the hope
that at least one of the titles will take your
fancy. I will continue to bring a selection
to future meetings for any of you to help
yourselves during the evening and a few
may continue to form part of the Raffle
Prizes.

David Humberston

“TIME OFF AND AWAY
FROM THE TRENCHES”
I must thank those who have said how
much they enjoyed my most recent
“TIGER” articles, published in January
and February under the title “Time Off
and Away From The Trenches”. It is
always pleasing to know that one’s efforts
have been appreciated and to learn that
memories of old music-hall favourites etc.
have been rekindled. I had promised to
continue with a piece on Sir Harry Lauder
and a still unresolved wartime
mystery. But, at the request of the
Newsletter Editor, I am happy to stand
aside, for the moment, to allow others a
turn, vowing to return to the Lauders
presently.

An up-to-date list of the remaining books
will continue to be sent as a monthly
attachment to your Tiger and a hard copy
available to view at each meeting.
If you would particularly like to have any of
these books for your own collection then do
let me know and I will be happy to bring
it/them along to the next meeting that you
are able to attend.

Roy-Anthony Birch

Valerie Jacques
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

MARCH 1915
1st – Britain blockades Germany.
2nd – Prisoner of War exchange

20th – France: Champagne offensive
called off
22nd – Dardanelles: Naval attack called
off; Paris: German Zeppelin attacks
railway stations; Poland: Russians take
Premsyl in Poland after a siege lasting 194
days
28th – USA: Leon Thrasher dies as a result
of German U-Boat actions. The “Thrasher
Incident” tests US intent to remain
neutral.

announced.
10th/13th – Battle of Neuve Chappelle –
little advance made at a cost of around
13,000 casualties on each side
14th – German Cruiser SMS Dresden
sunk by the Royal Navy off the coast of
Chile.
18th – Dardanelles: Minefields claim six
British battleships

APRIL 1915
5th

- Meuse-Argonne: French launch Poet, dies of septicaemia off Skyros.
attack against German held St Mihiel 24th – Ypres: The Battle of St Julien
Salient.
17th – Ypres: The Battle of Hill 60 begins.
22nd – The Second Battle of Ypres begins
with the First use of Poisoned Gas on the
Western Front.
23rd – Aegean Sea: Rupert Brooke, War

begins.
25th – Gallipoli: The Allied Landings take
place.
26th – Flanders: The First Aviaton
Victoria Cross action takes place over
Coutrai.

MAY 1915
7th – Atlantic: RMS Lusitania is sunk all enemy aliens who are of military age.
without warning by German U-Boat U-20. 15th – 25th – French Flanders: Battle of
124 U.S. citizens are among the 1,195
dead.
9th – French Flanders: Battle of Aubers
Ridge takes place. The
French
simultaneously open the 2nd Battle of
Artois.
13th – Ypres: The Leicestershire
Yeomanry take heavy losses on the
Frezenberg Ridge.
Britain: The Government agrees to intern

Festubert takes place. The British
shortage of artillery shells becomes
increasingly acute.
19th – Gallipoli: Some 17,000 Australian
and New Zealand troops defeat a major
counter-attack by 40,000 Turks, inflicting
over 3,000 casualties.
24th – 25th – Ypres: Battle of Bellewaarde
Ridge takes place, concluding the 2nd
Battle of Ypres.

(to be continued)
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

“TOGETHER WE WON THE WAR”
An exhibition to commemorate the part played by Asian, African and Caribbean troops
in the Great War
At

The Race Equality Centre
The Ground Floor of the Mizzen & Jubilee Buildings,
Phoenix Yard, 5-9, Upper Brown Street,
LEICESTER.
LE1 5TE
on

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,
1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.
until 20th April 2015

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS

An At Risk War Memorials Project Open Day
for viewing the Memorials has been arranged for:

SATURDAY 28th MARCH 2015
11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Further information is available from Project Director, Denis Kenyon, who can be
contacted on denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk.
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ANZAC BISCUITS
Tasty, nutritious and easy to make, ANZAC biscuits remain a popular snack in
Australasia, particularly on ANZAC Day (25th April) which marks the anniversary of the
first military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during The Great War.
These delicious chewy biscuits were commonly eaten at fetes, galas and other public
events where they were sold to raise funds for the War effort. At the time they were often
called “Soldiers Biscuits”. Why not give them a go and remember the lads!
INGREDIENTS:
85g Porridge Oats
85g Dessicated Coconut
100g Plain Flour
100g Castor Sugar
100g Butter (plus extra for greasing)
1tbsp Golden Syrup
1tsp Bicarbonate of Soda
METHOD:
a) Heat oven to 180c, Fan 160c, Gas 4
b) Butter two Baking Sheets
c) Place Oats, Coconut, Flour and
Sugar in a bowl
d) Melt Butter in a small pan and stir
in Golden Syrup

e) Add Bicarb of Soda to 2 tbsp boiling
water and stir in the Golden Syrup and
Butter mixture
f) Make a well in the middle of the dry
ingredients and pour in the Syrup and
Butter mixture
g) Stir gently to incorporate the dry
ingredients
h) Place dessertspoonfuls of the mixture
onto the buttered baking sheets about
2.5cm/1inch apart to allow room for
spreading
i) Bake for 8-10 minutes until golden
j) Transfer to a wire rack to cool
k) Make a nice cup of tea and enjoy!!!

CAPTAIN JOHN HILL
Steve Bacon, of Syston, has advised us of an item on
the BBC News Website concerning the publication of
some 230 Great War letters of Captain John D. Hills
(left) of 1/5th Leicestershire Battalion. Kerem
Cetindamar, of the Leicester City Arts & Museum
Services is posting the letters online and a
subsequent article in the Leicester Mercury
confirmed the letters can be read at:
www.ww1lettersfromthefront.wordpress.com
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GREEN PLAQUE AWARDS SCHEME
Roy-Anthony Birch writes:
I call on members to help with a matter relating to the recent events at Countesthorpe
mentioned above. Local WFA member and author Derek Seaton was among the guests
at the unveiling of W.H. Buckingham V.C.’s commemorative headstone. Satisfying
enough, we might think, for one who has devoted himself to the promotion of William’s
story. But Derek’s campaigning has not stopped there. He is now lobbying for one of
Leicestershire County Council’s “green plaques” to be placed on the exterior of the
former Countesthorpe Cottage Homes, where William was taken as little more than an
infant and remained ’til on the cusp of his young manhood. “Billy” returned to the
Countesthorpe institution “for the reception of poor children belonging to the Union” as
a modest yet undisputed hero; celebrated then, and widely remembered still, as “The
Leicester V.C.”.
Members are urged to support Derek Seaton’s choice by voting on the appointed website;
www.leics.gov.uk/greenplaques and doing so by Monday 6th April please! There are 12
nominees altogether in the current “green plaque” campaign, of whom two received the
military’s supreme award “For Valour”: Pte. Buckingham of 1st & 2nd Bns. The
Leicestershire Regiment, and Sergeant John Hannah of 83 Squadron R.A.F., who gained
his V.C. as an 18-year-old in September 1940, making him the youngest ever flyer to be
thus recognized. He died in Markfield Sanatorium aged just 25 and now rests in the
churchyard of St. James the Great, Birstall, LE4 4DN. Surely these two are especially
deserving of our personal endorsement (and yes, you can vote for both), just as Derek
deserves support from all our members.

LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND FAMILY
HISTORY SOCIETY
are organizing a coach trip to the

National Archives, Kew
on
th

Saturday 9 May 2015.
Please see www.lrfhs.org.uk for further details
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CONTACT US
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always
open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact us by e-mail at:foft@live.co.uk
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that
the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her
associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend,
condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via email, upon request.

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

***

William Buckingham V.C. and young admirers.
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