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EDITORIAL
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
The magnificent achievement of Chris Froome in winning his second “Tour de France”
title reminded the writer of another cycling event that took place shortly after the signing
of the Armistice in 1918. Numerous sporting events were arranged to celebrate the Allied
victory, but surely none was so symbolic or as emotional as Le Circuit Cycliste des Champs
de Bataille (Cycling Tour of the Battlefields) announced in the Parisian newspaper, Le Petit
Journal, on 19th December 1918.
Destined to take place between 28th April and 11th May 1919, the route of the race was
over 1,985 kilometres (or 1,233 miles) and divided into seven stages along the battlefields
of the Western Front. The total distance was not excessive by the standards of the day; it
would be the condition of the roads that would probably make the Tour of the Battlefields
the most difficult cycle race ever.
Symbolically, the start and
finish lines were in Strasbourg,
Lorraine, which had once again
been “re-conquered” in 1918
and returned to France. Along
the entire route the starts and
finishes, as well as the
intermediate points, were all
carefully selected for their
symbolic value. As can be seen
from the map opposite, some
parts of the route passed
through completely devastated
areas. It was a lunar landscape,
along ravaged roads and
through bomb craters. The
race would be a true test of the
skills of both riders and
mechanics.
The race was open to everyone, except those from the former German and Habsburg
Empires. According to the Union Cycliste Internationale, the former were to blame for the
conflict, which was sufficient justification for their exclusion. To attract the best riders
who had managed to survive the War, Le Petit Journal offered a huge purse. The winner
would return home with 8,500 Francs, the equivalent of four years wages for the average
worker. In a post-war Europe blighted by war and shortages, this was a prodigious
attraction. 138 riders signed up to take part but, with decent racing bikes and spare parts
in very short supply and with Europe in the grip of a Spanish Flu Pandemic, only 87 men
arrived in Strasbourg to compete. It was a varied international group, containing
professional as well as amateur riders.
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The riders ventured forth and soon a strong wind delivered spells of sleet, which turned
to snow as the entrants struggled to complete the 1st Stage. Navigation was also proving
difficult as riders would often have to dismount and search through piles of rubble in the
hope of finding a clue to the identity of the ruins they were passing. The icy weather
continued to be an issue, with spectators at the close of the 2nd Stage witnessing the
extraordinary sight of one cyclist, Charles Deruyter, pedaling over the finish line wearing
a full-length woman’s fur coat, lent by some kindly soul to keep out the cold.

The third Stage brought the riders through the battle-scarred fields of Ypres, Cambrai
and the Somme. With no improvement in the weather and roads now turning into muddy
and shell-cratered tracks, the race became a battle for survival. Expected to reach Amiens
around 3.00 p.m. the leading rider arrived, exhausted, at 11.10, whilst the last arrived
some 18 hours later. One rider spent an uncomfortable night sheltering in a trench on the
Somme!
Thankfully things then improved. Sunshine replaced rain and better times began to be
recorded. The remaining stages, despite passing through the battlefields of Champagne,
Ardennes, Verdun and Saint Michel were completed without major issues. The 7th, and
final stage, saw the remaining 21 riders complete the course, before the overall winner
was declared. The victor was the aforementioned Charles Deruyter, who had already
triumphed in the final five stages of this grueling endeavour and finished with a final time
of 89 hours, 56 minutes and 47 seconds.
It would be the first and last time this Tour was held.
The staged race was unique because of its route, but
also because it was steeped in a strong nationalistic
flush of remembrance. Whilst no-one can argue that
Chris Froome overcame considerable difficulties to
claim his title, surely the performance of Charles
Deruyter (seen right) and his fellow competitors is also
equally worthy of remembrance. . .
D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.
*THURSDAY*
27th August 2015
Guest Speaker:
Aimee Fox-Godden

Your Committee Members
are:
Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)
Michael Woods
(Vice Chairman)
David Humberston
(Secretary)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor & Librarian)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Angela Hall
(Events Co-ordinator)
Denis Kenyon
(War Memorials)
Chris Stephens
(War Memorials)
Roy Birch
(Development & Education)

“Not Invented Here? The impact
of inter-theatre command
appointments on the British
Army’s learning process in the
First World War”

28th September 2015
Guest Speaker:
Dr Simon Peaple
“Hohenzollern Redoubt,
October 1915”

26th October 2015
A.G.M.
Guest Speaker:
Rob Thompson

Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com
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“He’s a Lumberjack
and he’s O.K. . .
Canadian Corps Operations”

LEICESTERSHIRE ANZACS AT GALLIPOLI (Part V)
by Brian Roffee
CLARENCE ARGUILE
In the Census of 1901 Clarence Arguile is shown as being one of eight children born to
Mr Joseph and Mrs Alice Arguile of 14 Albion St, Anstey Leicester. His date of birth was
2nd January 1892. The 1911 census shows him at the Royal Marine Barracks, Dunsford
St, East Stonehouse. When he emigrated to New Zealand he was a bachelor and, when
he had settled, was listed as a farmer living at Monrad Street, Palmerston North. His next
of Kin when he enlisted in the Australian army was his Father, shown as living in Park
Road, Anstey, Leicester.
Clarence enlisted at the age of 22 years and 10 months, joining up at Trentham, New
Zealand having stated he’d had previous military experience as a Lance Corporal with
the Royal Marine Light Infantry. He signed up on 20th December 1914 in the Wellington
Regiment ‘B’ company 3rd Reinforcements as Private 10/1398A . He was 5 feet 9 inches
tall and weighed 145 lb. His complexion is stated as being dark, with brown eyes and
brown hair. Clarence’s religion was listed as Congregationalist.

On the 23rd Jauary 1915 he was promoted to Corporal, prior to leaving New Zealand.
He sailed on 14th February 1915 from Wellington aboard H.M. New Zealand Transport
No. 17, S.S. Maunganui, shown above setting sail for Egypt. He was vaccinated against
typhoid on 31st January and 13th March whilst onboard ship. He arrived at Suez in Egypt
on 26th March, too late to participate in the initial Anzac landings on Gallipoli on the 25th
April. Once he was on the Peninsula, he took part in the Second Battle of Krithia on 9th
May.
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Under the casualty listings in the Horowhenua Chronicle dated 10th September 1915 (page
3) Pte C Arguile, was reported as missing. It wasn't until a Court of Enquiry held at
Moascar Camp in Egypt, on the 16th January 1916, that he was found to have been killed
in action in the August offensive around Chunuk Bair.
The battle and subsequent capture of
Chunuk Bair, between the 7th and 9th
August was the only success of the
whole campaign for the Allied forces.
However, the success was very brief as
the position proved impossible for the
Allies to hold. The Turks retook the
peak after only a few days and never
relinquished again.
Recorded as “Missing” on 5th August
1915, Clarence Arguile, once of Anstey,
Leicester is commemorated as Pte C.
Arguile on Panel 18 of the Chunuk
Bair Memorial. The entry in the
Memorial Register gives his date of
death as 8th August.
Medals issued to Private Arguile were
the 1914-15 Star, the British War
Medal & the Victory Medal.

The Gallipoli Peninsula: Chunuk Bair is to
the right of the largest yellow arrow.

The Chunuk Bair Memorial to the Missing.
The New Zealand National Memorial and Ataturk Statue are in the rear.
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LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND LANCERS
by Peter Spooner
At the outbreak of the First World War the British Cavalry of the Line was made up of
twenty-eight regiments. These consisted of seven Dragoon Guard Regiments, three
Dragoon Regiments, twelve Hussar Regiments and six Lancer Regiments. At first glance
it would appear that the men of just six regiments were armed with lances but this was
not the case.
In his book “The Hell They Called High Wood – The Somme 1916”, Terry Norman refers
to the involvement in that action of two regiments of the Secunderbad Brigade, 2nd Indian
Cavalry Division, these being the 7th (Princess Royals) Dragoon Guards and the 20th
Deccan Horse. To my surprise there is a comment that the men of B Squadron 7th Dragoon
Guards, along with the men of a Squadron of the 20th Deccan Horse, were armed with
lances. The lance is a Light Cavalry weapon so it was not something that I expected
members of a former Heavy Cavalry Regiment to be armed with. Their use of the lance
is supported by a reference to the same action contained in the history of the 4/7th Dragoon
Guards, which states that the men of B Squadron unslung their lances. In addition, there
is a footnote stating that, at this time, all Dragoon Guard and Dragoon Regiments were
required to maintain one squadron armed with lances. So, taking into account the
footnote, whilst six regiments were fully armed with the lance, a further ten regiments
each had a squadron armed with the lance.

Indian Lancers on the Somme, Illustrated War Record, July 1916.
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It should not be forgotten that some men serving with the 1/1st Leicestershire Yeomanry
were also to be armed with lances. On the 4th April 1918 “A” Squadron was attached to
the 5th (Royal Irish) Lancers and “B” Squadron was attached to the 16th (The Queen's)
Lancers. Once attached to these Regiments the men would have been armed with the
same weapons as their new colleagues, to support this see the photograph of Private J. W.
Cleaver, which can be viewed at www.paoyeomanry.co.uk/PM/LYWW1.htm. This
photograph shows a re-badged member of “A” Squadron armed with a lance.
The 1914 reprint of the 1912 edition of Yeomanry and Mounted Rifle Training (Parts 1 &
2) makes it clear that Yeomanry are Cavalry trained to use the rifle as their principal
offensive and defensive weapon. It was only when they were fully trained in the use of the
rifle that they could be trained in mounted shock action. As the Leicestershire Yeomanry
was part of the Corps of Hussars, any such training would involve the sword and not the
lance. This meant that those who were to serve with Lancer Regiments would require
additional training. The need for training is supported by the 5th Lancers' Regimental
History, which states that, on the 6th April, the Regiment marched to Bellancourt where
it refitted and trained new reinforcements until the 10th. As the 16th Lancers were out of
the line until the 10th, it is likely that they undertook the same role.
The 1915 amended 1912 edition of Cavalry Training contains a section headed The Lance
on Foot, which is divided into three elements (i) Lance Drill (necessary for ceremonial
purposes), (ii) Lance Practice (to teach points, parries, butts and waves) and (iii)
Preliminary instruction in fighting with the lance.
Lance Drill consists of 'stand at ease', 'carry', 'shoulder', 'support' and 'order' lance.
Whilst these may not have been of importance on the Western Front, they might have
been taught as a means familiarising the men with lance handling. Lance Practice would
no doubt have been of greater importance as it taught the men how to use a lance as a
mounted fighting weapon. The exercises taught include 'Front First Point' and 'Right
Front Feint and Second Point', the names of these exercises and the others included in the
section are probably meaningless to the reader and reading the descriptions of the
exercises do not make the matter any clearer. Luckily the lance exercises are still
performed by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Musical Ride and can be seen on
YouTube. An item entitled RCMP Musical Ride by breyercollector24, whilst not the best
filmed, clearly shows the lance exercises.
Having mastered the lance exercises dismounted it would have been necessary to mount
a horse with a lance in hand, being mindful that the point of the lance did not become a
danger to men and horses. Not only does the section Riding With The Lance deal with
mounting and dismounting whilst holding a lance, it includes 'carry', 'order', 'trail' and
'sling' lance. Once the rider was safely mounted he could start to put into practice the
exercises learnt in Lance Practice. Although the above may focus on men serving with the
Leicestershire Yeomanry, it should be remembered that men from Leicestershire and
Rutland served with all regiments of the Household Cavalry and Cavalry of the Line,
some of whom were wounded or killed.
Our cover portrait is the 9th Lancers in action at Elouges, 24th August 1914
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 1915
6th – Bulgaria: Chief of the German 24th – Caucasus: Russia’s Grand Duke
General Staff, General Erich von
Falkenhayn, and Austro-Hungary’s Chief
of Staff, General Franz Conrad von
Hotzendorf,
meet
with
Bulgarian
representative, Colonel Gancev, to sign a
pact that binds them to crush Siberia.
Bulgaria will issue a mobilization order on
the 22nd.

Nicholas arrives in the region as overall
commander but retains General Nikolai
Yudenich as his main senior officer. In
1916 they will begin planning a major
offensive against the Turks.
25th – France: The Second Battle of
Champagne opens as does the Third
Battle of Artois.
General Sir Douglas Haig’s First Army
launches an attack between Lens and the
La Bassee Canal, opening the Battle of
Loos and the British, short of artillery, use
gas for the first time. The aim of these
three major Anglo-French offensives on
the Western Front is to give aid to Russia,
which is under ferocious attack, and wear
down the German forces.
27th – Greece: The Greek government
agrees to allow 150,000 Anglo-French
troops to occupy Salonika which will act
as a base for operations in support of
Serbia. The force will be commanded by
two generals, France’s Maurice Sarrail
and Britain’s Bryon Mahon.
27th/28th – Mesopotamia: British
General, Sir Charles Townshend launches
his forces against the Turks defending
Kut-el-Amara. The attack succeeds with
the Turks suffering 5,300 casualties and
1,300 men taken prisoner. The Turkish
commander, Nur-ud-Din Pasha, makes a
measured retreat to the next blocking
position south of Baghdad, Ctesiphon.
British losses reach 1,230 men.
30th – Turkey: The British 10th (Irish)
Division is withdrawn from the stagnating
battle for Gallipoli and sent to Mudros, en
route to Salonika, Greece.

8th – London: Zeppelin, L13, drops 15

high-explosive and 55 incendiary bombs
killing 20 and wounding 106. One of the
bombs weighed 660 lbs and was the
heaviest dropped on Britain thus far.
14th – London: Admiral Sir Percy Scott
appointed to take charge of the gunnery
defences against attack by enemy aircraft
which, at the time, were totally inadequate
to protect the capital.
15th – Great Britain: Lord Kitchener
announces that Sir John French has
received
eleven
divisions
of
reinforcements and about 17 miles of
additional front has been taken over from
the French. The provision of men to keep
up the strength into 1916 “has caused
anxious thought and will require large
additions”.
18th – Germany: Bowing to mounting US
protests about its unrestricted submarine
campaign, the German government
decide to withdraw its U-boats from the
south-west approaches to Britain and the
English Channel. Many are transferred to
the Mediterranean where they begin a
major campaign in early October.
Russia: The Germans capture Vilna,
marking the high point of the offensive
against the salient around Warsaw which
began in June.
(To be continued)
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STAFF NURSE NELLIE SPINDLER
by Karen Ette
Nellie Spindler was born in September 1891,
the daughter of George and Elizabeth
Spindler of 104 Stanley Road, Wakefield in
Yorkshire. George was a Sergeant, and then an
Inspector, with the local police force. She was
baptised on the 11th November 1891 as Nellie
(not Ellen or Helen). She had a sister, Lillie,
who was five years younger.
In 1911 Nellie was a hospital nurse at the City
Fever Hospital, Park Lane, Wakefield and
from 1912 to 1915 was working at the
Township Infirmary, Leeds. From November
1915 until May 1917 she was a staff nurse at
Whittington
Military
Hospital
in
Lichfield. Nellie then worked as a Staff Nurse
with Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military
Nursing Service, which had been formed in
1902 from the Army Nursing Service of
1881. From May 1917 she was a staff nurse at
Stationary Hospital in Abbeville, France.[1]
Nellie Spindler also worked as a staff nurse in
No. 44 Casualty Clearing Station; a British
evacuation hospital located at Brandhoek, a
small hamlet between Poperinghe and
Vlamertinghe. It specialised in abdominal
wounds that needed to be treated urgently
because of the amount of blood loss and
infection. It had a high mortality rate and No 44 Casualty Clearing Station was closer
to the front line than most and was near to a railway line and munitions dump. It was
shelled often as the enemy tried to destroy the rail network thus preventing more
munitions reaching the front line.
On the 31st July 1917 the Third Battle of Ypres began and on that day a total of 6,869
casualties were registered in the four Casualty Clearing Stations and surgeons carried
out 582 operations.
On Tuesday, 21st August, 1917, private communications from Abbeville stated that the
hospital was shelled all day and at 11 o’clock in the morning Nellie had been hit, it is
thought in the back, but other reports say in the chest, by shrapnel. She became
unconscious immediately and although tended by her fellow nurses she died just twenty
minutes later in the arms of Nurse Wood, who was also from Wakefield.[2] The Field
Hospital at Brandhoek was evacuated immediately and 321 patients plus Nellie’s
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body were taken to Lijssenthoek. She was buried, with full military honours the next
day, Wednesday, 18th August 1917. ‘The Last Post’ was sounded and it is thought
that over one hundred officers, four generals and the Surgeon-General attended the
funeral.
Staff Nurse Nellie Spindler is the only woman amongst 10,784 men in Lijssenthoek
Military Cemetery, the second largest Commonwealth cemetery in Belgium (the largest
being Tyne Cot). 9,901 British and 883 Commonwealth casualties rest there. She is also
one of only two women members of the Q.A.I.M.N.S. to be buried in Belgium, the other
being Sister Elsie Mabel Gladstone who died on 24th March 1919 aged 32 and is buried
in Belgrade Cemetery, near Namur, Belgium.

Painting of Staff Nurse Nellie by Soren Hawkes
See www.passchendaeleprints.com

The village of Lijssenthoek was close to the Frontline, but out of range of most of the
German field artillery. It was situated on the main communication line between the Allied
military bases and the Ypres battlefields and an ideal site for casualty clearing stations to
be placed. The French 15th Hopital D’Evacuation first used Lijssenthoek cemetery. It was
then used by the Commonwealth forces from June 1915 onwards. From April to August
1918 the casualty clearing stations were moved further back prior to the German
advance; field ambulances replaced them.
Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield, who also
designed the Cross of Sacrifice and, of course, The Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing.
Staff Nurse Nellie Spindler is in Plot XVI, row A, Grave 3 (shown above left). Of the
10,784 burials here, only 24 graves are unidentified.
[1]

Early on in the war 3,000 nurses with the QAIMNS were mobilised for duty with the
British Expeditionary Force. (By 1918 there were 23,000 nurses.)
[2] Nurse Nellie Spindler, ‘Our Roll of Honour’ in The British Journal of Nursing, 179,
September 8, 1917.
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
KEW NATIONAL ARCHIVES
COACH TRIPS
Trips Depart From
The Premier Inn,
Narborough Road, Leicester
At 6.45 a.m.
Arrive at Kew around 9.00 a.m.
Depart 4.30 p.m.
You Can Book By E-Mail At:
kewtrips@lrfhs.org.uk

£25 PER PERSON

NEXT TRIP
SATURDAY 3RD OCTOBER 2015

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS
At Risk War Memorials Project
Open Days
for viewing the Memorials have been
arranged for:
FRIDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2015
3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.
SATURDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2015
10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
SUNDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2015
2.30 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.
Further information is available from Project
Director, Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on
denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk.
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WIGSTON REMEMBERS
AN EVENING OF COMMEMORATION OF WORLD WAR 1
SATURDAY 31st OCTOBER 2015 AT 7.30 p.m.
ABINGTON ACADEMY,
STATION ROAD, WIGSTON
LE18 2DH
Arranged by
The Leicestershire & Rutland Family History Society,
The Wigston Civic Society & The Greater Wigston Historical Society
Masters Of Ceremonies: Peter Cousins and Colin Towell
PART ONE
Derrick Pearce, a.k.a. “Banjo Des” - WW1 Music & Songs
Marion Morley - Poetry & Readings
The Harmonics Choir - Songs
Dave Andrews (BBC Radio Leicester) - WW1 Poetry
Robin Jenkins (Leicestershire Record Office) - “Humour in the Trenches”
Robin Jenkins – “Lights Going Out”
INTERVAL
Drinks In the Foyer (Included In the Admission Price)
PART 2
Derrick Pearce, a.k.a. “Banjo Des” - WW1 Music & Songs
Marion Morley - Poetry & Readings
The Harmonics Choir - Songs
Dave Andrews - WW1 Poetry
Menin Gate Last Post Ceremony - Video & Two Minutes Silence

TICKETS £7.50 PER PERSON
AVAILABLE FROM:
COLIN TOWELL (0116 2889638)
PETER COUSINS (0116 2884638)
JANE CALLIS (07983 614989)
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LOCAL BOY SCOUTS AND TRAM DRIVERS REMEMBERED
by Roy-Anthony Birch
Two of the most recent arrivals at “The Orphan War Memorials Project” at All Saints
Church, Highcross, Leicester, stand at either end of the spectrum, both in size and
sturdiness. What is now by far the largest and probably the heaviest of these tributes to
those who laid down their lives “For King and Country” from 1914 to 18 is dedicated to
“The Men of The City of Leicester Tramways and Electricity Department”, and to
employees of “Leicester City Transport” who made the same sacrifice during The Second
World War.
By contrast, the memorial to
members of The Leicester Boy
Scout’s Association (left) who lost
their lives in the 1914-18 conflict
takes the form of a hand-written
document housed in a plain timber
frame behind glass. The appeal of
this modest memorial is enhanced
by an artist’s impression of a
woman pointing to the lists of
names, with a young scout looking
on, as if both are united in
admiration and respect for those
who have gone before.
The Scout’s memorial measures 19½ ins. (c. 50 cms) in length – along the horizontal, by
15½ ins. (c. 39 cms) in width. The 73 names are sub-divided into Scoutmasters (2),
Assistant Scoutmasters (9), Instructors (1), Senior Patrol Leaders (2), Patrol Leaders
(13), Seconds (15), and Scouts (31). Although the troops to which these members of The
Association belonged are not specified, I know that a good handful were pupils of
Leicester’s Wyggeston Boys Grammar School, raising the suggestion that the school may
have had its own troop.
One of the Old Wyggestonians was Claude Dudley Dixon, only son of Edwin and Nellie
Agnes Dixon of “Sekondi”, Westhill Road, in the Western Park area of Leicester. Claude
was enrolled at “The Wyggy” as an 11-year-old in 1908 and remained until
1913. Thereafter, he entered the firm of Donisthorpe and Co., one of Leicester’s leading
wool and worsted thread spinners and textile enterprises, which had occupied the historic
Friar’s Mill in Bath Lane since the middle of the 19th century. As 2nd Lieutenant Dixon
of 6th Leicesters, Claude was severely wounded in the attacks on Bazentin-le-Petit Wood
and village on July 14th 1916; a date that lives long in the memory and in the annals of 6th
7th 8th and 9th Bns. of our own “Tigers” Regiment.
These Service Battalions suffered unprecedented casualties in four days of fighting that
served as a prelude to the second phase of the Battle of The Somme, each one losing some
100 officers and men killed and 200 wounded. Our 19-year-old subaltern died in hospital
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in Rouen a fortnight after sustaining his injuries, and now rests in that city’s St. Sever
Cemetery, grave reference; Officers Plot A Row 5 Grave 4. Locally, his is one of 19 names
inscribed on the memorial to “Officers and Men of Donisthorpe & Co. Ltd. Who Gave
Their Lives in The Great War”. His name also appears on the Wyggeston Boys Grammar
School’s permanent War Memorial still to be found on the site of what is now The
Wyggeston & Queen Elizabeth I College in University Road, Leicester.
Another of the names on the Wyggeston Memorial is Arnold Victor Keene, with the
surname, at least, being familiar to many, possibly for several reasons. Although not
native to Leicester, the family made their mark on the civic and commercial life of the
town - and city, as it became in 1919, for much of the 20th century. Readers may recall
Keene’s carton and cardboard box-making company, founded by our WW1 casualty’s
father, Charles Edward Keene, with premises at one time in Wheat Street, Leicester. This
was just one amongst many commercial ventures begun by the Keenes, another being the
electrical retailers Kingstone & Co. of Belgrave Gate, Leicester, established in 1937 and
still flourishing today.

Charles Robert Keene
in later life

Perhaps the best-remembered of Charles Edward’s 9
children is his oldest son, Charles Robert
Keene. Born in Bradford in 1891, he served aboard
hospital ships with the R.A.M.C., mostly in The
Mediterranean, during the 1914-18 War and
returned to become Managing Director of
Kingstones, and a City Councilor in 1926. He was a
stalwart of local government and in time, an
Alderman of the City: a long-standing member of its
Education Committee and Chairman of the
Governors of The College of Art & Technology in
The Newarke; a position he held until the 1960s,
following his initial appointment in 1927. What had
been the Painter Street Annexe to the “Art & Tech”
gained its autonomy in January 1963 and was named
The Charles Keene College in recognition of a
lifetime’s devotion to secondary and further
education. Greatly extended, it is now the principal
campus of Leicester College.

Young Charles’ brother, Arnold Victor, was a senior patrol leader in the Scouts. His
military career began with the R.A.S.C. and he subsequently joined the 7th Bn, Royal
Fusiliers as Private; service no. 75833. In the last week of March 1918 his unit mounted
a stubborn rearguard action against the Germans south of the village of Bus and along
the Bus-Rocquigny road. Persistent enemy pressure, however, obliged our units
hereabouts to withdraw; the 7th Royal Fusiliers falling back through Flers and High
Wood into the now obliterated topography of Bazentin-le-Petit. The 7th were again in
forward positions by April 3rd, occupying trenches at Mesnil, south of Bocquoy,
anticipating a determined enemy offensive on the 5th. But 19-year-old Private Keene had
been killed as his comrades moved into the line, on April 3rd 1918. He has no known grave
and is commemorated on the Arras Memorial to The Missing.
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Knowing that Scouts are invariably exhorted to “Be Prepared”, we ought surely to
admire the alacrity of members of the Sileby Troop in obeying the Scout Law in May
1915. A report in The Leicester Daily Post tells how Patrol Leader Caudron came to the
aid of a cyclist who had been felled from his machine by a boy bowling an iron hoop along
the road. No matter that the injured party - “Bugler Dring”, was a fellow-Scouter; he
doubtless received the same attention as would anyone in his predicament, laying on the
ground “unconscious and bleeding”. Scout Smart, true to his name, “commandeered a
bicycle and made off for a doctor and a stretcher”, while Caudron removed his coat and
made a pillow for the casualty, bound his wounds, and administered first aid, as any good
Scout should! The bugler was duly stretcher-partied home and serious as this was, these
same lads may have needed to render similar service in far more harrowing
circumstances within a few years more.
One of their slightly older contemporaries, ex-Patrol Leader W. Maddock of the 1st
Leicester Troop, had already put Scouting principals into practice while serving in
Canada. And with sensational results, according to another item in The Daily
Post. Having doggedly kept two suspicious characters under surveillance for some time,
he organized a posse to corner and arrest the pair and deliver them into custody. If the
paper is to be believed, the dubious duo were subsequently exposed as “German spies” no less! Something of a not altogether dissimilar sort might be had at home at Scout
Camp, with the perfecting of essential skills for survival in “the great outdoors” - tentpitching and open-air cooking etc., allowing scope for more adventurous activities. The
programme of Easter and Summer Camps for 1915 saw Scouts all over Leicestershire;
from Swithland and Cropston to Ingarsby and Loseby; from Kirby Frith to Ashby
Magna and Stretton, with Billesdon, Barkby, and Keyham. Brother Scouts, meanwhile,
held a fund-raising event for their Troop - the 14th, on Saturday June 5th 1915 at
“Brookfield”, home of local business magnate and philanthropist Thomas Fielding
Johnson Snr., in London Road, Leicester.
Our final casualty is one for whom
Scouting was a mainstay in adolescence; a
fact revealed in one of his school
biographies. This was Garth Smithies
Taylor, member of a liberal-minded and
progressive Leicestershire family, who
perished while serving with the Sherwood
Foresters on The Somme in October
1916. We are fortunate in having a fairly
full picture of another life cut all too short,
partly through Garth’s letters from the
Front; sufficient material, in fact, to merit
a separate article in a future
“TIGER”. Next time, however, we shall
remember some of the local tram drivers
currently memorialized at All Saints,
Highcross.
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CONTACT US
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always
open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact us by e-mail at:foft@live.co.uk

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery
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