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EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”. 

 

The month of October brings with it two important centennial events, both of which will 

be commemorated prior to the issue of this Newsletter. The first, on 12th October, will 

mark the execution of Nurse Edith Cavell in Brussels; the second, on the following day, 

the heavy losses incurred by the Leicestershire Regiment during their fruitless attack on 

the Hohenzollern Redoubt to conclude the Battle of Loos. 

 

As I write, the day’s issue of the Leicester Mercury carries a photograph and article of the 

efforts of Thrussington Parish Projects Chairman, one Patrick Rendall, to raise 

awareness of the role played by former village Vicar, Sterling Gahan, in the final hours 

of Miss Cavell and to restore his grave in the village churchyard. He is to be congratulated 

on his achievements with this worthy project, which I have been happy to support and   

arrange publicity for in both our Newsletter and the international Bulletin. The appeal in 

the latter actually brought forward more information on the career of the Reverend 

Gahan, which, combined with items from my own personal archives, appeared to make a 

positive contribution to the cause! It appears I am mistaken . . . 

 

Upon forwarding this latest information, I was informed that the Gahan family had now 

decided to lend the Vicar’s diaries to Mr Rendall, who was then in the process of 

transcribing them. Seeing an opportunity to view documents of such importance, 

including the diary for October 1915 with an account of Miss Cavell’s final evening, I 

politely enquired whether I could be permitted to see them. I waited for the reply. And 

waited . . . And waited . . . 

 

Seeking to confirm the presumed rebuttal, I made telephone contact, only to be informed 

that the diaries could not be “exposed to grubby fingers” and that no official invitation to 

the Memorial Service would be forthcoming as “the Church was small and there are 

important guests to accommodate”. I was, however, welcome to attend on the day and 

take my chances as to whether or not I could get a seat!   

 

However, all is not doom and gloom. In the company of John and June Taylor and Andy 

Ball, Valerie and I spent a most enjoyable day at Bottesford Primary School talking to 

youngsters about their recent lessons on the Great War. The children were button-bright, 

polite and well-behaved and eager to talk to us and enjoy the artefacts provided by both 

John and Andy. A demonstration by Ian and Betty Douglas of the Lincolnshire Branch 

was the highlight of the day; Ian’s radio-controlled model of a female Mark VI Tank – 

“Auld Reekie II” delighted her young audience and drew admiring glances from the adult 

attendees! If the enthusiasm displayed that day is a true reflection of the interest of our 

younger generations, then our doubts over the future Remembrance of our War Dead 

may yet prove unfounded. Let us hope that is the case.         

 

Our sincere thanks must go to Andy, John and June for their participation in this 

memorable day! Our cover photograph and gallery below gives some indication of the 

activities of the day. 
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Andy Ball demonstrates  

the firing of a flare pistol. 

Valerie Jacques  

and the W.F.A. table. 

 

 

 

 

 
“Auld Reekie II” prepares to perform before 

her adoring public! 

John & June Taylor 

explain their display. 

 

Finally, may I formally advise all readers that Chris Stephens, Denis Kenyon and Michael 

Woods have all recently resigned from the Branch Committee. On behalf of all Members 

may I thank them for their hard work and support for the Branch during their respective 

terms of office. Their efforts on our behalf are greatly appreciated and we do, of course, 

look forward to continuing to see them at our Monthly Meetings. 

 

This is also the last Newsletter to be issued before Armistice Day on November 11th.  

Valerie and I will be beneath the Menin Gate at Ypres at the eleventh hour: wherever you 

happen to be – Remember Them!   

                                          

D.S.H.   
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PARISH NOTICES 

 

 

 

 
 

Your Committee Members  

are: 

 

Dr John Sutton  

(Chairman)  

David Humberston 

 (Secretary)  

Valerie Jacques  

(Newsletter Editor)  

Paul Warry 

 (Treasurer)  

Angela Hall  

(Events)   

Roy Birch  

(Promotion & War Memorials) 
 
 

 
 

 Our Branch Website Address is: 

www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 

 

 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service 

Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, 

LE18 2BA 

 7.30 p.m. 
 

26th October 2015  

ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 

& 

Guest Speaker:  

Rob Thompson 
- 

 “He’s a Lumberjack  

and he’s O.K. . .  

Canadian Corps Operations” 

 

30th November 2015  

Guest Speaker:  

Julian Putkowski 
- 

 “Murderous Tommies”   

 

14th December 2015  

Guest Speakers:  

Karen Ette 
- 

 “The 1915 Christmas Truce”   

& 

Angela Hall 
- 

 “Brigadier-General James Jack 

of Kibworth Harcourt,  

1880-1962”   
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THE FOUNDING OF THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

DURING THE GREAT WAR 

by Anthea Kenyon 
 

In 1897 the very first Women’s Institute was formed in Stoney Creek, Ontario, through 

the initiative of a local farmer’s wife, Adelaide Hoodless. It was a non-party political and 

non-sectarian organisation through which women could further their knowledge of 

homecraft, domestic science and agriculture. The monthly meetings were not only 

educational but also social and entertaining. 

 

The idea for such a women’s organisation had been 

simmering in this country for some years, but it was not 

until 1914 that the principles of the WI movement were 

brought to England by Mrs Alfred Watt, herself a 

Canadian. She knew that the needs of English village 

women were the same as those in Canada, and she set 

about persuading the British Agricultural Organisation 

Society (A.O.S., a forerunner of the modern DEFRA) to 

co-operate. So it was that as the first anniversary of the 

start of the Great War loomed in the summer of 1915, the 

A.O.S. formed a committee with the express purpose of 

founding the Women’s Institute this side of the Atlantic. 

  
Careful thought was given to the location of the first 

institute. One of the Governors of the A.O.S., Colonel the 

Margaret Rose 

Robertson Watt 

Hon. R. Stapleton-Cotton, suggested it should be in Wales, where acceptance of a non-

party political, non-sectarian organisation would almost certainly be followed by success 

elsewhere. Thus on 11th September 1915 a Women’s Institute was formed in the Anglesey 

village of Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrbwllandysiligo-gogoch (shown below).  
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More institutes followed, and with war continuing in Europe and the desperate need for 

food production, WI members became a vital source of labour to help keep the country 

from starvation. While the men fought on the Western Front and elsewhere they jammed 

and bottled the fruit, canned the vegetables, and cured the hams. They formed knitting 

groups, organised War Savings and soup kitchens, gained committee skills and kept up 

the community spirit in the villages while so many of their menfolk were away. There was 

also the comradeship, when members could meet together to share and discuss their 

hopes and fears – particularly relevant as the First World War dragged on. New friends 

were made, new skills acquired and village life took on another meaning. 

 

By August 1918 twenty-eight institutes a week were springing up, to be drawn into 

County Federations, and by the end of December – just over a month after the end of the 

Great War - there were 760 institutes. By now the organisation of the Women’s Institutes 

had been removed from the A.O.S. as the government could no longer offer its financial 

support. Very soon England and Wales, followed by the Channel Islands and the Isle of 

Man, were joined in one self-governing National Federation, with Scotland and Northern 

Ireland remaining independent. A constitution and rules were adopted, and any 

resolution to change these were voted on by the individual institutes through their 

delegates at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

Although the present day WI is now a Charity Limited 

by Guarantee, with a Board of Trustees rather than a 

National Executive Committee, the members’ voting 

rights have not changed. Apart from being non-party 

political and non-denominational another of the WI’s 

strengths is that it caters for all women in whatever walk 

of life and level of education. This was particularly 

important in those early years when housemaids and 

teachers, ladies of the manor and shop assistants, vicars’ 

wives and smallholders rubbed shoulders together to 

help run and participate in institute life.  

 

The Women’s Institute in this country celebrated its 

Centenary in September 2015. The members’ 

contribution on the Home Front in the First World War 

was considerable, and gave impetus to the development 

of the organisation through those one hundred years. 

Adelaide Hoodless (right) could never in her wildest   

dreams have imagined her wish to learn the basics of domestic life would lead to the 

vibrant organisation the WI has become. 
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LEICESTERSHIRE ANZACS AT GALLIPOLI (Part VII) 

by Lynn Roffee 

 

JOSEPH LAUNDER 
 

Joseph Launder was born in 1870 and the 1871 Census shows him living with his parents, 

John and Jane Launder, at 8 Caroline Street, St Margaret’s, Leicester. He was seven 

months of age. Joseph was 44 years of age when he enlisted, at Liverpool, N.S.W., as 

Private 1571, 3rd Infantry Battalion – 3rd Reinforcements on the 8th December 1914. His 

religion is shown as Church of England. He was a Barber by trade. His medical records 

show that he was 5ft 4 ½ inches tall, weighed 11st 2Ibs, had brown complexion, grey eyes 

and dark brown hair. 

 

He embarked on 11th February 1915 from Sydney aboard the H.M.A.T. A9 Seang Choon. 

On 5th April 1915, Joseph embarked on the Derflinger to join the M.E.F. After this he 

appears to have been admitted to hospital on at least four occasions and for convalescence 

prior to reaching Gallipoli. A letter in Joseph’s service records show that he was shot in 

the head during the charge at Lone Pine on 6th August 1915. The dead and the wounded 

after the charge had been left lying out between the trenches. In a statement made by Pte. 

J.M. Ash 2509 3 A.I.F “E Horse D. Coy” had told him that he had seen Joseph killed. 

However, officially records show that he was reported missing between 7th & 12th August. 

 

There are letters from his wife, Lillian May Launder, seeking information about her 

husband. Lillian is shown as living at “Clifton’s”, 31 Hume Street, Crow’s Nest, North 

Sydney. Lillian was granted £52 per annum with effect from 16th March 1916, their son, 

Noel Arthur was granted £13 per year from the same date, though this was later increased 

to £1 per fortnight. This may have been as a result of Lillian writing again, asking for 

information about her husband and stating that she was in “very poor health”. However, 

a Court of Inquiry was held in the Field in France on 5th June 1916 to determine the 

circumstances of Joseph’s demise. 

 

Despite the reported sighting of Joseph being shot on the 6th August, he is shown as being 

killed between 7th & 12th August on nearly all the paperwork in his service file. The 

Commonwealth War Grave Commission shows Joseph as being killed in action on 7th 

August. He is buried at Lone Pine Cemetery Grave III. B. 21.  His Epitaph reads “He died 

for Freedom and Honour”. Interestingly, on the Grave Registration document it shows 

the date of death as being between 7th & 14th August. 

 

The Australian Red Cross Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau File shows that Joseph 

was originally buried at “Brown’s Dip. H. Cemetery Row 1,500 yds. S. Anzac Cove. M 6 -

9/9/15. Witnesses knew a man in 3rd Btn named Launder. He was in B Coy 8 Platoon. 

Witnesses both say he took part in the charge at Lone Pine on 6/8/15, but they have not seen 

him since”. Joseph's remains were reinterred at Lone Pine in 1923. 
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CENTENARY CALENDAR 
 

NOVEMBER 1915 
 

5th – Serbia: Bulgarian First Army 

captures city of Nis, a vital railroad 

junction. Its fall means that a rail line now 

stretches unhindered from Germany & 

Austro-Hungary to Turkey.  

7th – Mediterranean: Austrian U-boat, 

U38, shells then torpedoes Italian 

passenger steamer SS Ancona bound for 

New York from Messina. Among the 208 

dead are 25 US citizens and Austrian 

response to US government protests are 

considered inadequate. 

22nd – United States: The administration 

rejects German offer of $1000 dollars for 

each US passenger killed following 

torpedoing of RMS Lusitania on 7th May. 

Gallipoli: Lord Kitchener, who has been 

on fact-finding mission since 10th, advises 

evacuation of the peninsula, which will 

involve taking off more than 93,000 

troops, 200 guns and more than 5,000 

animals as well as vast quantities of stores 

and ammunition. He sails home on 24th but 

no firm decision made until 7th Dec. 

10th – France: Indian Corps begins to 

leave France for Mesopotamia. 

Italy: Fourth Battle of the Isonzo 

commences, with Italian forces aiming to 

capture the town of Gorizia.  

22nd – London: General Sir Horace 

Smith-Dorrien appointed Commander-in-

Chief of British forces in East Africa. 

(Illness would prevent him from taking 

the post.) 

11th – Mesopotamia – British continue to 

advance on Turkish held positions around 

Ctesiphon. Turkish commander, Nur-ud-

Din Pasha has 18,000 men supported by 45 

artillery pieces. In contrast British 

commander, Sir Charles Townshend, has 

only 11,000 men and 30 artillery pieces 

with which to attack. 

22nd-26th – Mesopotamia: British attack 

Turkish positions at Ctesiphon, some 20 

miles south of their main objective, 

Baghdad. Situation stabilized but 

Townshend orders withdrawal back to 

Kut-el-Amara when Turks receive 

reinforcements. Turks lose 6,200 men, 

Britain 4,600. 

17th – Dover Strait: HMHS Anglia sinks 

after striking mine laid by U-boat, UC5, 

whilst returning from Calais with 390 

injured men. Nearby torpedo gunboat 

HMS Hazard, assisted by collier SS 

Lusitania, helps evacuate passengers and 

crew but 134 lose their lives. 

23rd – Serbia: Badly mauled Serbian 

Army, some 200,000 men, begin 100 mile 

retreat aiming to reach Albania. Four 

columns cross snow-covered mountains 

separating both countries. Thousands die 

through shortage of food and warm 

clothing. 

19th – Bulgaria: Squadron Commander 

Richard Bell-Davies, R.N.A.S., lands his 
Nieuport 12 in enemy territory to rescue a 

fellow Officer. For his valour he is 

awarded a Victoria Cross 

23rd – Ypres: Corporal Alfred Drake, 

Rifle Brigade, sacrifices his life to save his 

wounded Officer, Lieutenant Henry 

Tryon, of Oakham, Rutland. Drake is 

posthumously awarded a Victoria Cross.  

20th – Canada: War declared on Turkey 

and Bulgaria. 

27th – France: German gas attack fails to 

the west of the River Meuse between 

Forges and Bethincourt.  

 

(To be continued)  
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A HERO OR A COWARD? 

THE STORY OF PRIVATE S/8428 JOHN T. PANTLING 

By Martin Pantling 
 

John Thomas Pantling was my Great Uncle. His story has a ‘Dickensian’ feel to it . . . 

In 1876, at the age of 27, Susan Pantling (John’s mother), signed herself over to the 

Workhouse in Wellingborough. Her four children, all under 9 years old, entered with 

her. The bottom had fallen out of her life when her husband, an Agricultural Labourer, 

was diagnosed with tuberculosis. The family were living in Oundle at the time. Susan’s 

husband, John Pantling, could no longer work and had to return to his parents in 

Irthlingborough to be cared for. He died in 1881. His wife and children had to find a 

means of survival and the Workhouse appeared to be the only answer. They stayed 

together at Wellingborough Union for over a year but then Susan was offered the 

opportunity to become the domestic help at a lodging house in Wellingborough owned by 

George Rivett. Sadly she was only allowed to take her two-year old son with her. The 

three older children remained in the Workhouse.  

 

After only a short time Susan entered into a relationship with George Rivett and between 

1878 and 1891 she had six children with him. All were registered as ‘Pantling’. One of 

these children was John Thomas, born in 1887. In 1891, whilst pregnant with her 7th child 

by George Rivett, Susan became estranged from him and ended up giving birth to her 

baby, my Grandfather, in Wellingborough Workhouse. The younger children, the ones 

who could not work, joined her. So John Thomas Pantling had his first taste of life in the 

Workhouse before the age of five.  

 

In the 1890’s Susan’s eldest son, one of those who had experienced the hardship of life in 

the Workhouse, was working in a shoe factory in Kettering. Through his work he met an 

older man called James Thomas Chapman who had recently become a widower. James 

had a young daughter who needed to be looked after. She was to become Susan’s lifeline 

and passport out of Wellingborough Workhouse. The situation would lead to a new home 

for her very young family in Kettering and eventually, a new husband for Susan.  

 

Around 1896 the group were once again in difficulty. Those who were of working age had 

been labouring in shoe factories in Kettering but work had become short and the family 

income was not enough to sustain everyone. They decided that work prospects might be 

better in Leicester and so the family set out on foot with the few belongings they could 

carry in search of a better life. John Thomas was about ten years old at the time. They 

found accommodation firstly in Shirley Street Belgrave and then Linden Street. James 

Chapman and Susan Pantling were married at St. Peters Church, Belgrave in 1898. 

Family members, including John Thomas, also found work in Leicester shoe factories. 

 

It is against this background of social hardship and the struggle for survival that John 

Thomas Pantling’s character and temperament was formed. As a young man he was a 

member of the Union of Boot & Shoe Operatives and he developed a growing loathing for 

what he saw as injustice. John was a lifelong socialist and was actively involved in the 

local ‘Temperance Movement’. He had connections with St. Marks Church in Belgrave 

and that could explain where his later radical tendencies were first nurtured.    
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John was living at 53 Victoria Road North, Belgrave with the 

rest of the Chapman/Pantling family a few months before war 

was declared on Germany in August 1914. He was a shoe 

pressman by trade. John had married his long term girlfriend 

Edith Annie Culley in April 1914 at Leicester Register Office. 

She lived in Archdeacon Lane - very close to St. Marks Church! 

Sadly John’s service record is one of those that were lost in 

WWII bombings and so the detail of his involvement is sketchy. 

However he did enter the Theatre of War in France at the age 

27 on 9th September 1914 with the Leicestershire Regiment and 

so was part of the British Expeditionary Force who were sent 

out early to assist the French in holding back the Germans 

whilst new recruits could be trained. This meant that he was 

John Pantling almost certainly already a trained soldier: John’s location has 

has yet to be found in the 1911 Census and this would suggest that he was serving overseas 

with ‘the Tigers’. It is also likely that he was still held in the Territorial Reserve in 1914 

and therefore would have been called up immediately.  

 

John later served with the London Regiment and ended up with the Royal Army 

Ordnance Core on munitions duties towards the end of the war. His regimental 

movement indicates that he would have fought at the front and, at some stage, was 

wounded/injured or taken ill or both and ended up on lighter duties. He certainly served 

overseas for the majority of the war. John was a seasoned soldier and, being in his thirties, 

he would have been respected by the men who served with him. On return to the 

battlefield after injury he will almost certainly have been subjected to the same kind of 

bullying and oppressively inhumane treatment by officers that the new recruits suffered 

at the Etaples Base Camp. The Camp became known as ‘The Bull-Ring’ to the men, the 

training designed to not only ‘knock them into shape’ but also to put the fear of God into 

them about the consequences of cowardice and insubordination. John would probably 

have been angered by what he saw and humiliated by what he had to endure.    

 

The family story that was passed down to me by an elderly cousin of my father who I met 

in the early 1990’s was that John was shot as a deserter in 1919 after the authorities found 

him hiding in a field at the end of the war. His death certificate could not confirm this. It 

said that he died of influenza. The reality of his story is very different and it makes him 

something of an unsung hero rather than a coward. References to John can be found in a 

book called 'The Unknown Army' written by social historians Gloden Dallas and Douglas 

Gill in the 1980’s. The book is about the unrest amongst British troops during WWI – 

something that the authorities were at pains to cover up. The social historians had 

advertised for information in the national press and many ex-‘Tommys’ came forward to 

give eye witness account of the social unrest that was emerging towards the end of WWI. 

The book reveals that John Pantling was a leader in the biggest mutiny in British Army 

History (The Calais Mutiny of 1919).  

 

In 1919 John Pantling was a private in the Royal Army Ordnance Core based at Calais 

and apparently was both well-known and popular with the men. Towards the end of the  

war he had been distributing copies of the banned 'Daily Herald' to troops in the 

Ordnance Depots around the area through an arrangement with a local newsagent. 
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At the end of the war demobilization was on the minds of everyone and there was concern 

among the men about who would go home first. It had been a hard, bloody 

and inhospitable experience for all and of course, those who went first were most likely 

to get the best jobs. Government priority was to send the miners home first 

(understandable really), those who had the promise of a job to go to and finally those that 

were at the front. The problem with the latter priority was that the average life 

expectancy at the front was only a matter of weeks and so those in that position as war 

ceased were likely to have only been serving King and Country for a short time. The 

longer term soldiers like John Pantling, many of whom had been wounded, were placed 

on munitions/ordnance duties away from the front. The prospect of them going home was 

highly unlikely. 

 

John Pantling was a co-founder of the Calais Soldiers and Sailors Association (a union 

for serving servicemen) and he became their spokesman in negotiations with the 

Army Authorities in sorting out better working conditions for the men e.g. reducing the 

working week from 6.5 to 6 days, better food and accommodation and presenting the 

soldiers view on demobilization. His knowledge of radicalism in Leicester and his lengthy 

army experience would have prepared him well for this role. On two occasions 

however John was arrested for supposedly inciting the men, the second of which led to 

his incarceration at the Bastille in Calais. He had delivered what was termed ‘a seditious 

speech’ to the men and was accused of being a 'Bolshevik'. He faced court martial and 

being shot. John would have been very well aware of what might happen to him. When 

the news of his plight reached the Ordnance Depots in the Calais region 4,000 men went 

on strike, marched on Calais and demanded his release. The authorities, fearing mutiny 

and mass revolution, eventually gave in to the soldier’s requests and Pantling was 

returned to barracks. A fellow mutineer who was considered to be something of a 

‘barrack-room lawyer’ warned that John could be rearrested at any time after the 

hostilities were over, court martialled and shot. The group therefore demanded that he 

was court-martialled whilst they still had some control. With reluctance the authorities 

agreed to the demand and John Pantling was acquitted of any wrong doing.  

 

The social unrest of February 1919 in the Calais 

Ordnance Depots led to John Pantling suffering 

six days in leg irons in a cold prison cell. The sad 

thing is that he died two weeks later from 

influenza, four days after his 33rd birthday. He is 

buried at Les Baraques Military Cemetery, 

Bleriot Plage, Calais. His grave is shown right. 

 

John almost made it home! His comrades said 

that his ill treatment whilst in prison was the main 

cause of his death. £150 was raised through 

collection for his Widow - a lot of money in those 

days. He must have been a very special man to 

have commanded that kind of respect and, in my 

opinion, he was certainly not a coward. 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD 
 

 

WIGSTON  

REMEMBERS 

 

AN EVENING OF 

COMMEMORATION OF 

WORLD WAR 1 

SATURDAY 31st OCTOBER 

2015 AT 7.30 p.m. 

ABINGTON ACADEMY,  

STATION ROAD, WIGSTON  

LE18 2DH 

 

 

Arranged by  

The Leicestershire & Rutland 

Family History Society, 

The Wigston Civic Society & The 

Greater Wigston Historical Society 

 

TICKETS £7.50 PER PERSON 

AVAILABLE FROM: 

 

COLIN TOWELL (0116 2889638) 

PETER COUSINS (0116 2884638) 

JANE CALLIS (07983 614989) 

 

                                                          

 

 

FRIENDS OF 

WELFORD ROAD 

CEMETERY 
 

Annual Service of Remembrance 

will take place on 

Saturday 7th November 2015 

at 11.00 a.m. 

 

Please meet at the  

Visitor’s Centre 

from 10.30 a.m.  
 

Refreshments will be available 

following the Service. 
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  AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS 
 

 

At Risk War Memorials Project  

Open Days 

for viewing the Memorials have been 

arranged for: 
 

SATURDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2015 

11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
 

Further information is available from Project 

Director, Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on 

denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

 

MEMORIAL TO THE VICTIMS OF THE  

1916 ZEPPELIN RAID ON LOUGHBOROUGH 
 

The Loughborough Carillon Tower & War 

Memorial Museum and Charnwood Arts have 

commissioned a new memorial to honour the 

victims of the raid and to commemorate the 100th 

anniversary of the outrage. 

 

The memorial will take the form of a large bronze 

plaque (40 x 48 inches) the artwork was done by Mr 

Paul Gent and the plaque will be cast by Taylors 

Bell Foundry. 

 

The cost will be £6000.00, Loughborough University 

have already donated £750.00 and the Carillon 

Museum have given £1000.00 towards the cost but 

we need your help to raise the remaining money.  
  

Want to help? Then please donate. Cheques should be made out to ‘Loughborough 

Carillon Museum’. Or you can donate through Paypal. Use our email address: 

carillonmuseum@gmail.com Please leave your name.  

 

Our postal address is: Loughborough Carillon Museum, C/O John Storer House, Wards 

End, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3HA. For further information email: 

carillonmuseum@gmail.com 
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LOCAL BOY SCOUTS AND TRAM DRIVERS REMEMBERED 

(PART III) 

by Roy-Anthony Birch 

 

In paying my final visits to the “Orphan War Memorials Project” at All Saints Church, 

Highcross, I feature casualties from two of the most recent additions to this permanent 

exhibition: one each from The City of Leicester Tramways & Electricity Department and 

The Leicester Boy Scouts Association memorials respectively.  
 

One of the most moving articles I have yet found concerns perhaps the very first of our 

local tram drivers to be killed in action during what was often characterised at the time 

as “The Great European War”.  The piece, from The Leicester Daily Post of Tuesday 

December 1st 1914 (p. 6), reads as follows: - 
 

BRIDGE ROAD OLD BOY’S FUNERAL 
FRENCH TOKENS OF RESPECT: TOUCHING LETTER 

 

The little village of Bremy was the scene of a small engagement on the 17th September.  Five 

British soldiers died there.  One was Private Ernest Edwards of The King’s Own Yorkshire 

Light Infantry, an old Bridge Road School boy, who was a tram driver in Leicester.   

 

The other day, his widow received a kind and sympathetic letter from Countess Gleichen who, 

writing from London, said “It may perhaps be some little comfort to you to know that your 

husband lies in a little quiet spot which is tended and cared for by the people living near.  The 

writer of the enclosed is a friend of mine”.  Enclosed were particulars of the burial of the fallen 

soldiers from Monsieur Louis Fleury, the celebrated flautist, who had written; - 

 

“We gave the British soldiers, as far as lay in our power, the tokens of respect which were their 

right.  A curé said prayers, the soldiers joining in, and I myself played, accompanied on a little 

organ by a comrade.  Our officer led us to the graves of your countrymen and there spoke in 

praise of the five gallant soldiers.  Humble wooden crosses with inscriptions were placed on the 

spot. 

 

If the families of those poor lads are only told that their dead ones sleep in a little quiet corner 

of France, and that they have been buried with all honour, and that friendly people are 

watching over them as if they had been their own sons, I feel that it will be a little consolation 

to them”.   
 

How I wish l had been there; primarily, of course, to honour the Sacrifices of Private 

Edwards and his brothers-in-arms, and to witness this remarkable ceremony; its 

exquisite poignancy undoubtedly owing much to the participation of one of the foremost 

musicians of the day.  For the flautist Louis Fleury (1878-1926) was among the most 

revered exponents of his art; renowned for the expressive and mellifluous quality of his 

playing in both the classical and the contemporary repertoires.  Established French 

composers such as Claude Debussy and the youthful Francis Poulenc wrote pieces 

especially for him - most famously, the former’s Syrinx for solo flute, while on this side of 

The Channel, a pre-war friendship led Ralph Vaughan Williams to dedicate his Suite de 

Ballet, for flute and piano, to Fleury.  Such are the exigencies of war, however, that the 

premiere could only be given in March 1920, after the duo had completed their military 

service. 
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Although, as the newspaper article implies, Fleury may have been under orders to attend 

the burials at Bremy, his willingness to play and to organise an accompanist were surely 

born of his own initiative.  This was indeed an exceptional tribute from one so accustomed 

to grander settings; one which, understandably enough, may have been lost on the 

grieving Mrs Edwards back in Leicester.  But as the article also said, “The widow and 

family of the late Private Edwards deeply appreciate the kind action of Countess 

Gleichen, and are much consoled by the knowledge of the facts related by Monsieur 

Fleury”.  

  

Private Edwards’ death was first announced in The Leicester Daily Post of October 9th 

1914.  This former Bridge Road scholar - one of “Mr Baddeley’s boys”, was also one of 

at least 36 Leicester and Leicestershire men who fought and died with The King’s Own 

Yorkshire Light Infantry during the 1914-18 War overall.  Born in Aylestone in 1884, 

Ernest seems to have been the only son and one of five children of Henry and Alice 

Edwards, sometime of 18 Halstead Street, North Evington, Leicester, well within the 

Bridge Road School catchment area. He enlisted in the 3rd (Training) Battalion, The 

Leicestershire Regiment as an unmarried 18-year-old in August 1902, having previously 

been employed as “a hosiery hand”. His Attestation Certificate records him as being of 

“a fresh complexion”, with “brown eyes and hair”, and with what might, by today’s 

standards, seem a fairly slight physique.  This may not, however, have been so unusual 

for lads from his background one hundred or more years ago: 5ft 6¼ inches – 166 cms. 

in height, and weighing 115 lbs. (8 stone 3) or 52 kilos.  Having initially signed-up for 6 

years’ service, Ernest transferred to “The Koylis” in August 1903 after almost exactly a 

year with The Leicesters.  

 

 
 

The grave of Private Edwards (centre headstone) in the Neuilly-St Front French National Cemetery. 

  

It would have been after this first period of Army service that Ernest Edwards worked 

for what was then the Borough Corporation Tramways Department; a rapidly expanding 

enterprise, following the introduction of electric tramcars in 1904.  These double-deck 

open-top vehicles, in a livery of deep crimson with contrasting white window frames, 

became a familiar sight on Leicester’s arterial roads in the decade preceding the 1914-18 

War.  Their conversion to covered cars came only on the eve of the outbreak of hostilities. 

 As a Private with 2nd Bn. K.O.Y.L.I., service no. 7756 (formerly 8341), Edwards arrived 

in France in August 1914.  The Battalion was to serve on the Western Front for the  

entirety of the ensuing conflict, its officers and men doubtless stiffened in their resolve to  

succeed, at least in part, by their Regimental motto’s exhortation – “Yield to None”.  As 
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we have seen, however, Private Edwards’ time in the fighting line was tragically brief.  He 

was killed on 18th September 1914 and now rests in Neuilly-St. Front French National 

Cemetery, grave reference LXIX 1508. 
 

Earlier mention of “Countess Gleichen” gives us a ready entrée, as it were, into one of the 

most interesting families of the late Victorian and Edwardian eras.  The name Gleichen 

will be instantly recognizable to many, as in Major-General Lord Edward Gleichen 

(1863-1937), who served with distinction in the Second Boer War and as a senior army 

commander during World War I.  Lord Edward was the only son of the German-born 

Prince Victor Friedrich of Hohenlohe-Langenburg, a grandson of Queen Victoria’s 

mother (Victoria of Saxe-Coburg) by her first marriage, and an uncle to the future 

Empress Augusta Victoria of Germany, Consort to Kaiser Wilhelm himself. Prince 

Victor became a naturalised British subject, thereafter to be styled simply as “Count 

Gleichen”.  He entered The Royal Navy as a 15-year-old midshipman in 1848 and rose to 

become flag-lieutenant to Sir Harry Keppel on the far-eastern station prior to retiring in 

1866.  He was a particular favourite of Queen Victoria and a regular habitué at Court, 

who enjoyed some success as a sculptor until his death in 1891. 

 

                     
 

The Countess Gleichen (above left) who acted as a conduit between M. Fleury and the 

Edwards family in Leicester was one of Count Gleichen’s three daughters.  I strongly 

suspect that this was, in fact, Countess Feodora Georgina Gleichen (1861-1922), a life-

long patron of the arts, who inherited and developed her father’s talents as a water-

colourist and sculptor.  She studied at the famous Slade School in London and on the 

continent, but spent most of her time working from a studio in her suite at St. James’s 

Palace, where she eventually died. Her works tend to be on a smaller scale, save for 

exceptions such as the King Edward VII Memorial at Windsor.  Yet the consummation 

of her art is embodied in the splendid memorial to the Fallen of 37th British Army Division 

at Monchy-le-Preux in France, (above right) this being the unit founded by her brother, 

Lord Edward Gleichen, and first commanded by him from 1915-16.  Three life-size 

soldiers, cast in bronze, stand back-to-back as if keeping watch over a now tranquil but 

once war-ravaged land.  The memorial was unveiled in October 1921 and such was the 

impression made that the French Government conferred on Lady Feodora the order of 

the Légion d’Honneur.  (Along with her siblings and numerous other members of the 

Anglo-German aristocracy, the former Countess had renounced her Teutonic titles in 

1917).  Lady Feodora also had the distinction of being admitted as the first woman 

member of The Royal Society of British Sculptors; albeit posthumously. 
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CONTACT US 
 

We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of 

previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always 

open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 

All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is 

always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that 

the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her 

associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend, 

condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via e-

mail, upon request.  Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact 

us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

 “We very much value your continued support” 
 

Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor) 

David Humberston (Branch Secretary) 
 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE. 
 

 
 

 
 

Bottesford Primary School: Andy Ball, June & John Taylor, David Humberston & Valerie 

Jacques are amongst those “On Parade”, anticipating the arrival of “Auld Reekie II” 

 

17 

mailto:foft@live.co.uk

