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EDITORIAL
A Happy New Year to all our readers and welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the
latest edition of “The Tiger”.
As we now enter the third year of centennial commemorations for the Great War, it is
becoming apparent that, predictably, the main focus of public attention will be focused
on the Battle of the Somme (fought between 1st July and 18th November) with
acknowledgement of the sacrifice of the Royal Navy at the Battle of Jutland (31st May
and 1st June). The anniversary of Lord Kitchener’s demise, with the sinking of H.M.S.
Hampshire on 5th June 1916 may attract some comment, as may the longest battle of the
entire War, albeit between French and German forces at Verdun, between 21st February
and 18th December.
On a local level, the sacrifice of the 2nd Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment, part of
the 7th (Meerut) Division of the Indian Army, in the Mesopotamian campaign of 1916,
will not be officially commemorated. Transported to Mesopotamia in late 1915, the 2nd
Leicesters advanced along the banks of the River Tigris in the unsuccessful attempt to
relieve existing Allied forces under siege at Kut-al-Amara.

The Battalion incurred 335 fatalities in 1916, the majority (248) remembered on the Basra
Memorial, originally situated five miles north of the city, in the naval dockyard at Maqil.
In 1997 the Memorial was dismantled and then rebuilt 20 miles along the road to
Nasinyah, in the middle of a major battleground of the First Gulf War (as shown above).
Another potential omission may be the involvement of the 2/4th and 2/5th Battalions of the
Leicesters in the policing of Ireland following the Easter Rising of April 1916. Whilst the
centenary of the Rising itself will no doubt make headline news, the role of British forces
in its aftermath will, I suspect, be too much of a political “hot potato” for many to want
to handle and will, therefore, be conveniently ignored.
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With the Middle East consistently in the news at present, attention may also be drawn to
the Sykes-Picot Agreement, concerning the post-war division of Ottoman territories and
finalized on 16th May 1916. Whilst usually condemned as the catalyst for all current evils
in that region, Sean McMeekin has informed readers of his recent book The Ottoman
Endgame, that the considerable influence of Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Sazonov
must not only be appreciated, but also fully understood before any blame can be truly
apportioned.

The much maligned Sir Mark Sykes (left) and Francois Georges-Picot (centre)
with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Sazonov (right).
The Battle of the Somme is so fixed in popular legend as to demand inclusion in any
programme of events, with the focus firmly on the casualties of 1st July. Neither the losses
of the 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th Battalions of the Leicestershire Regiment at Bazentin le Petit
(14th July) nor those of the 1st Battalion near Ginchy (15th September) will receive
individual attention. However frustrating this may leave the military enthusiast, the
dangers of further alienating an already predominantly ignorant and apathetic public
with a constant series of on-going events has obviously won the day.
Remembrance, however, is very much a personal matter and is not, of course, limited to
commemorations imposed upon us by Government, Church or Military bodies, who, it
must be noted, then select or exclude invited participants to suit their own criteria. Each
and every one of us can mark any or all of the centennial anniversaries as we see fit, either
amongst others of similar inclination or, if necessary, with a moment of individual
reflection. It is the Act of Remembrance itself that matters, not who has organized it or
who is paying for it . . .
D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.
25th January 2016
Guest Speaker:
Mel Gould

Your Committee Members
are:
Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)
David Humberston
(Secretary)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Angela Hall
(Events)
Roy Birch
(Promotion & War Memorials)

“The Loughborough Zeppelin
Raid – 31st January 1916”

29th February 2016
Guest Speaker:
Sue Barton
“World War One Internees”

21st March 2016
Guest Speaker:
David Humberston
(Branch Secretary)
“Women in the Great War”

25th April 2016
Guest Speaker:
Dr Karen Ette
Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com
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“How Leicestershire Mourned;
How Leicestershire Remembered”

GUNNER 777 GEORGE ANNIS
by Peter Spooner
With an interest in the Leicestershire Yeomanry I undertook research in respect of Percy
Annis who, having initially served with the Regiment, was killed in action whilst serving
with the 8th Squadron Machine Gun Corps (Cavalry) in 1918. Whilst doing so I learnt
that, two years before Percy's death, his brother George had died whilst serving.
Luckily George's service record had survived and this identified that he had enlisted in
the Royal Field Artillery at Woolwich on the 4th September 1914 and embarked for
France on the 16th March 1915. On the 21st January 1916 he was admitted to 4th London
Field Ambulance suffering with jaundice and transferred to No. 16 General Hospital four
days later. With his condition listed as “Serious”, George was evacuated to England on
the 18th February 1916, being admitted to the University College Hospital London.
George died there on the 24th April 1916, the cause of death being recorded as pneumonia
following an operation for appendicitis and he was buried in Highgate Cemetery London.
Having discovered this information I decided to check his entry on the C.W.G.C. Register
but he was not recorded.
An enquiry with the C.W.G.C. resulted in confirmation that he was not recorded within
their records and that an application for this to be done would be considered. However, I
would need to provide the C.W.G.C. with evidence that his death was linked to military
service, along with evidence concerning his burial. This evidence would be considered by
staff at the C.W.G.C. and, if deemed worthy of further consideration, it would be
forwarded to the National Army Museum. I now felt a responsibility to provide the
necessary evidence.
My first step was to contact Highgate Cemetery to obtain details as to the burial.
Volunteers very kindly located the grave and provided me with details as to the location
of the grave and the information about George that was recorded on the headstone of the
family grave.
As I already had supporting extracts from his service record I just needed a copy of his
death certificate to provide the last link in the chain. This provided the required
information recording the cause of death as jaundice and peritonitis.
Having collated the necessary documentation I submitted it to the C.W.G.C for
consideration. It was first considered by the C.W.G.C. Commemorations Section before
being submitted it to the National Army Museum for adjudication. Taking 7½ months it
was a slow process, the delay resulting from the increased work generated by interest in
the centenary of the First World War. However, in due course I was notified that my
application had been accepted. Gunner George Annis is now Remembered with Honour
in the United Kingdom Book of Remembrance. He is also recorded with his brother on
Edith Weston War Memorial.
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

FEBRUARY 1916
1st – English Channel: British merchant 21st – France: Battle of Verdun begins,
with a 10 hour artillery bombardment
along the eastern bank of the River Meuse.
22nd – France: French command agrees
to create a route from Bar-le-Due to
Verdun for supplies and reinforcements
which becomes known as La Voie Sacrée
(The Sacred Way).
23rd – Britain: Government forms a
Ministry of Blockade under Lord Robert
Cecil. Its role to coordinate efforts to cut
supplies by sea to Germany.
Portugal: Britain requests 70 German
vessels be interned and all German
demands for their release refused. Their
compliance leads to a declaration of War
by Germany, forcing Portugal to officially
join on the side of the Allies.
24th – Russia: Decision taken to launch
offensive on Eastern Front to relieve
pressure on French at Verdun.
25th - France: Fort Douaumont, four
miles from Verdun, falls. French Army
requests 400 armoured fighting vehicles.
from manufacturer Schneider.
26th – France: General Henri Philippe
Petain takes command at Verdun
invigorating French troops and issuing
slogan “Ils ne passeront pas” (They shall
not pass). French morale does not break.
28th – France: Sudden thaw turns shellblasted Verdun battlefield into a morass.
29th – Italy: 32 year old Benito Mussolini
promoted to rank of Corporal for “his
exemplary conduct and fighting quality”.

ship Franz Fischer becomes first to be
sunk by air power succumbing to attack
by Zeppelin L-19. She is one of only three
to be sunk by airship during entire
conflict.
2nd – North Sea: Zeppelin L-19 lost at sea.
Her orders were “to attack England,
middle and south, and to concentrate on
Liverpool”.
7th – Britain: First ever single seater
fighter plane squadron deployed.
9th – Balkans: Evacuation of remnants of
Serbian Army from various Albanian
ports completed.
Lake Tanganyika, Africa: British ships
Mimi and Fifi fight a three hour duel with
German steamboat Hedwig von Wissman,
the latter being sunk.
11th – Germany: The Kaiser permits Uboats to attack armed steamers but
forbids attacks on passenger liners.
13th – Britain: 400,000 women recruited
for agricultural work.
14th – Britain/France: Allies confirm that
there can be no peace with Germany
without restoration and guarantee of
Belgian neutrality. The Somme offensive
scheduled for around 1st July.
16th – Armenia: Russian General Nikolai
Yudenich continues winter offensive
capturing Turkish-held city of Erzurum.
18th - West Africa: The surrender of the
German garrison at Mora completes the
conquest of the German Cameroons.

(To be continued)
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MONTENEGRO – THE FORGOTTEN ALLY
By David Humberston
According to Balkan legend “God, when creating the world, carried in a sack the stones he
needed to fashion its mountains and valleys. Weakened by wear, the sack burst open one day,
loosening a cascade of rocks. The chaos where they fell was Montenegro”. This tiny
country, its greatest length just 55 miles and its widest breadth just 38, had no industry
of its own, no natural resources to excite explorers and agriculture that fought a continual
losing battle against infertile mountain soil. What wealth it did possess came, almost
comically, from the sale of postage stamps, which were therefore issued on a very regular
basis.
For all its poverty, Montenegro possessed two advantages; the first its strategic position
on the Balkan coast and the second its remarkable ruler, King Nicholas I, whose portrait
appears on our cover this month. Within his stocky frame lurked, according to one writer
at least “delusions of power, wild ambition, an obsession with conspiracy, martial bombast,
economic ignorance and political naivety”. Blessed with ten children who survived to
adulthood, seven of them healthy daughters, King Nicholas used every ounce of his inbuilt
intrigue and flashy showmanship to secure them royal partners of note. By the first
decade of the twentieth century, he found himself father-in-law to the King of Italy, two
Russian Grand Dukes, a German Princess and two members of both the rival Royal
Houses of Serbia.

The wily
King
Nicholas
of
Montenegro,
seen with
various
members of
his family in
1910.

By 1914, with King Nicholas still playing his diplomatic fiddle for all its worth, Russia
offered both friendship and much needed foreign investment in the Montenegrin Army.
This, in turn, led to stronger ties with Russia’s principal protégé, Serbia, whose Armies
would resist conquest by Austro-Hungarian forces in the early months of the War. In late
1915, the Austro-Hungarians invaded again, this time assisted by both German and
Bulgarian allies, who collectively forced the Serbians to retreat to the Mediterranean
coast of a hostile Albania, where the few who survived waited for evacuation by the
French Navy. The Montenegrin Army, who had fought alongside the Serbs, had retreated
behind their own borders and not followed the Serbs into Albania. They now found that
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they faced two Austrian Army Corps, who prepared to advance over the country’s eastern
and western borders.
The eastern border was crossed on 5th
January 1916, with the AustroHungarians enjoying a superiority in
numbers of three to one. Despite
numerical inferiority, lack of food
and shortages of ammunition, the
Montenegrins won a surprising
victory two days later at the Battle of
Mojkovac. The following day the
Austro-Hungarians invading from
the west began a heavy artillery
bombardment against the key
Montenegrin stronghold at Mount
Lovcen, which fell on 11th January.
With Austrian forces reaching
Cetinje, the country’s capital, on 13th
January, King Nicholas began negotiations for peace, to which the Austro-Hungarians
demanded unconditional surrender. On the 16th, the Montenegrin Government agreed
the Army would “lay down its arms unconditionally” but refused to hand over Serbian
troops still on Montenegrin territory. On the 18th, the Montenegrin Prime Minister left
for exile followed on the 19th, without the prior knowledge of his Government, or before
issuing any instructions for future resistance, by King Nicholas himself. Both fled to
Skadar in Albania, with the King then travelling to Italy before settling in France in 1918.
At the end of the War, Nicholas
was officially deposed, with
Montenegro formerly annexed by
Serbia.
A few months later,
Serbia (including Montenegro)
merged with the former South
Slav territories of AustriaHungary to form the Kingdom of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, which
was renamed Yugoslavia in 1929.
Nicholas continued to claim his
throne until his death in 1921. His
remains, along with those of his
Queen, were finally reburied on
Montenegrin soil in 1989.
Nicholas and family in exile, 1916
Ironically, all his family connections had failed to secure either his own dynasty or some
of those his children married into. In one instance it had proven fatally destructive, for it
was his daughters Grand Duchesses Militza and Anastasia of Russia whose interest in
mysticism was responsible for Grigori Rasputin first arriving at the Russian Imperial
Court . . . . . .
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

The Branch still has a supply of
2016 WFA Calendars for sale to
its members/meeting attendees
at our next meeting.
As this will be the last Meeting
the Calendars will be offered
for sale, if any member would
like to obtain a copy, please see
Valerie Jacques at the meeting
interval.

MEMORIAL TO THE VICTIMS OF THE
1916 ZEPPELIN RAID ON LOUGHBOROUGH
The Loughborough Carillon Tower & War
Memorial Museum and Charnwood Arts
are still raising funds for the Memorial to
honour the victims of the raid and to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
outrage.
The Branch has already sent £75 on behalf
of our Members, whilst Zeppelin Systems
UK Ltd, of Annersley, Nottinghamshire,
donated a further £1,000 in December.
With only £900 now to find, any further
donations can be sent by cheque, payable
to ‘Loughborough Carillon Museum’ and
posted to Loughborough Carillon
Museum, House, Wards End, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3HA. For further
information email: carillonmuseum@gmail.com .
Or
you
can
donate
through
Paypal.
Use
carillonmuseum@gmail.com . Please leave your name.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES AT WAR
BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD
by Roy-Anthony Birch
In wishing all our readers a very happy New Year, I invite them to accompany me in
bidding farewell to what would have been “The Old Year”, one hundred years ago. A
handful of pieces from 1915 editions of The Leicester Daily Post remind us of some of the
wider impacts of the 1914 War: of how even children had become embroiled in what was
rapidly developing into an all-embracing, total, conflict.
A report headlined “RESPIRATORS FOR LEICESTERS”, from May 1915, for example,
has particular resonance for what we might well call “the year of the gas”. Here, we learn
that pupils of four Leicester Council Schools had completed the first half of an order for
10,000 respirators “needed by our brave fellows to ward off the insidious effects of
German poison bombs”. Working to patterns supplied via The War Office, the children’s
“nimble little fingers turned out 5,000 well made respirators consisting of a wadding pad
covered with gauze, fitted with elastic to fasten to the soldier’s caps”. Given the somewhat
rudimentary nature of these protectors, by comparison with what was to follow, one only
hopes that the children’s “nimble little fingers” were not employed entirely in vain.
Working during school hours and with costs of around £60 met by the Lady Mayoress’
(Mrs J. North’s) Equipment Fund, the numbers of respirators made by the four local
schools were; Narborough Road, 2,410, Medway Street 809, Avenue Road 994, and Moat
Road 1,000.
Having featured the wartime activities of Leicester’s Boy Scouts in recent issues of “THE
TIGER”, we now cross The Channel to learn of the extraordinary pluck of one of their
French fraternity. The Leicester Daily Post of Friday August 20th 1915 carried the
following:

BOY SCOUT DECORATED;
“CONSPICUOUS COURAGE” ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE
The whole town of Morlaix, in Brittany, turned out the other day, says the Paris correspondent
of the Daily Chronicle, to witness the decoration of a brave Boy Scout who, scarcely 16 years of
age, has won the Croix de Guerre on the field of battle.
Young Yves Mevel, early in the war, found a way to accompany a battalion of the 72nd Infantry
Regiment to the Front. He distinguished himself and was mentioned in the orders of the day
of his Regiment for his conspicuous courage. Wounded by six bullets, he was sent to a hospital
in Paris.
The ceremony of decoration took place in the boy’s native town in the presence of the troops of
the garrison. After the Major had pinned the cross on the lad’s breast and embraced him,
according to the customary ceremonial, his mother and father came forward and kissed him
amid the cheers of the crowd. The nurse who had tended him in hospital was also present and
offered him a bouquet of flowers, after which the troops and a section of Boy Scouts filed past
the young hero.
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A further dispatch tells of a “touching scene” at Blois, where a ten-year-old orphan,
Hubert de Montaign, was presented with the Medaille Militaire won by his father; a
Captain, killed while charging at the head of his cavalry squadron at Attigny. Heroism
on something of a lesser scale here than that of the exemplary Yves Mevel. Yet
bewildering enough, perhaps, for “the little orphan”; exposed to public adulation –
hurrahs from the crowd and kisses from the officer presiding, while coping with the
untimely demise of his distinguished papa. Although too young to engage in the 1914-18
conflict, he was of just the age to be called to arms a couple of decades later to learn
something of his father’s struggles to rid France of the reviled Boche. So too, of course,
were thousands of men born in the immediate aftermath of the “Kaiser’s War”: sons of
the victors of Verdun etc. with so much to live up to. One can only wonder at how they
fared.
The Investiture ceremony of
Yves Mevel at Morlaix, as
described above.
Taking place some six months
after Mevel suffered six wounds
to his head, arm and leg, the
former Boy Scout also received
the Croix de Guerre at the same
ceremony.
More information, albeit in
French, can be found at
http://72emeri.pagespersoorange.fr and then searching for
“Yves Mevel”.
Wartime life is so often as much a struggle for civilians as for the soldiery, even for those
supposedly out of range of the “big guns”. Some of the most admirable souls, striving to
carry on as usual, became denizens of a form of No-Man’s Land entirely their own, set
between characteristically static battle lines and a broadly unaffected hinterland
beyond. They belonged to the now heavily depleted army of agricultural workers,
especially those supporting small-scale enterprises, rapidly becoming “family affairs” in
every sense. Their predicament is tellingly portrayed in a letter published in The Leicester
Daily Post of Friday August 13th 1915, headlined “WAR HARVEST IN FRANCE”
In this “Striking Tribute to the Allies’ Children”, an erstwhile inspector with The
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, now serving as a Battery
Sergeant-Major “somewhere in France”, takes stock. He opens with reassuring words
typifying soldier’s letters from the Front: “All the troops here are wonderfully fit and
lack nothing in the way of supplies” etc., and sounding a defiant note in anticipation of a
new winter campaign: “If it comes, we shall give the Germans a good thumping”. He
continues with what must surely be a comment to ring true for rankers on all sides and
in all ages; “It is surprising what little one knows of what is taking place, although you
are on the spot”.
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Yet what the N.S.P.C.C. inspector sees with his professional eye lifts his letter far above
the ordinary. He writes; “It is surprising what a fine lot of children you meet here. I
have not seen a single case of what we should call neglect. No matter how poor the family,
or the size of it, the children are always clean, well shod, and adequately clothed. They
feed them well. Another thing I noticed: they all have splendid teeth. What the children
are like in the towns I cannot say as I have only been in a town of any size once, and then
only for a couple of hours. Comparing the children of the agricultural districts of our
country, the children here are far better cared for”. We might observe that this was just
as well, with all hands, sometimes literally, being summoned to the plough.
Continuing, we read that “Taking into consideration
the shortage of labour, it is simply wonderful the way
things are kept going. Everybody in the farming line
has to do their share. In a few weeks from now,
everybody here will be harvesting the crops. There are
splendid fields of wheat, oats, peas, beans, and
beetroot; plenty of potatoes and also maize. Every
inch is under cultivation; most of it done by the women
and children, a few old men, and unfits thrown
in. Also a few men who have 6 or more children, who
have been sent out of the firing line by the
French”. Even the dogs, apparently, were harnessed
for additional duties, drawing carts of fodder for the
cattle, most of whom were stall-fed, “there being very
little grazing except in the orchards”.
If only it was the booming of the guns that distracted the workers – even the peasantry,
toiling in the fields. But no! We read on: “Speaking of the crops, many of them were
sown by men, women, and children, when under shellfire and they go on attending them
under the same conditions, even now. We shall all be helping to get them in
shortly”. Even allowing for a degree of self-interest on the soldier’s part – additions to
the stores were unlikely to be rejected, however come by, the farmers, in turn, doubtless
welcomed the helping hands extended by the Tommies: a practical demonstration, surely,
of the entente cordiale? At the same time, the children’s inspector turned sergeant-major
is clearly sincere in sympathising with a workforce determined to stay put, irrespective
of harsh realities. With genuine admiration, he writes: “The people in this country have
suffered terribly: no one can realise it unless they have seen it for themselves. They never
know from one minute to another whether the farm will be shelled and flattened out. It
is quite a common thing to pass a farm almost intact, and the next day to find it a heap of
ruins”. . .
Thus incensed, he targets those he sees as the laggards languishing at home, in terms
again typical of many a man in the line: “If the men of England could only realise what
would happen to our country if the Germans got a footing, there would be no difficulty
in getting recruits”.
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CONTACT US
We thank once again those readers who contacted us following the production of previous
issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always open to
suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that
the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her
associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend,
condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via email, upon request. Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact
us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

A loaded dog-cart during The Great War
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