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EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”. 

 

With Easter celebrations being held in March this year, those arranging the so-said 

“centennial” commemorations of the 1916 Easter Rising in Dublin appear to have placed 

the religious festival ahead of the calendar, distorting history in the process! For those of 

us who do value accuracy, the Rising began on 24th April, Easter Monday in 1916 and the 

day before this month’s Branch Meeting one hundred years later. 

 

As was well reported in the centennial coverage, the 59th (2nd Midlands) Division of the 

British Army were hastily sent to Dublin to restore order. Consisting of Battalions of the 

Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, North & South Staffordshire and Sherwood Foresters 

Regiments, these inexperienced troops met fierce resistance from well-armed street-

fighters and suffered inevitable casualties, particularly at the so-called “Battle of Mount 

Street Bridge”. 

 

Two days before the rebels finally surrendered on 29th April, Private Alfred Tyler, 2/6th 

Sherwood Foresters and a native of Exton in Rutland, was killed by a sniper bullet. It is 

believed he fell during fighting at the South Dublin Union, a workhouse complex some 

two miles from the General Post Office, the rebel Headquarters. He rests amongst 

comrades in Grangegorman Military Cemetery, Dublin (shown below) and is also 

remembered at Exton village and in the outstanding record of the Rutland fallen, Rutland 

and the Great War (by George Phillips, first published in 1920) in which his portrait and 

biography both appear.  

 
 

 
 

Private Alfred Tyler 

of Exton 

Grangegorman Military Cemetery. The headstone of Alfred 

Tyler is on the end of the second row of graves from the left. 

 

After their service in Ireland, the 59th Division returned to England in 1917 before leaving 

for service on the Western Front. In April 1917, the Division cautiously followed the 

German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, before moving north to Ypres, to participate 

in the battle for Passchendaele, in particular the fighting for the Menin Road and Polygon 

Wood. The Division saw further service during the Kaiser’s Battle of March 1918 and the 

Battle of The Lys the following month. It ended the War on the outskirts of Tournai, 

having taken part in the general advance to victory through Flanders in the October and 
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November. Their service was acknowledged by the erection of identical commemorative 

plaques, unveiled in February 1927, in the Cathedral Churches of Leicester and Lincoln, 

All Saints Church, Derby (now Derby Cathedral), Chesterfield Parish Church and St 

Mary’s Church Stafford. Inscribed: 

 

59th (North Midland) Division (TF) 

To the Glory of God 

in memory of the dead 

and to record the service 

of the Division in The 

Great War 

 

The plaques continue to list individually the Artillery, Infantry and associated services 

Battalions who served. 

 

The passage of time has not been kind to these worthy memorials. That in Leicester lies 

in an unlit corner of the Cathedral adjoining “The Soldier’s Chapel”, where access to it 

is generally denied by the persistent stacking of rows of unused chairs, large notice boards 

and a light box advertising the presence of the tomb of Richard III elsewhere in the 

building. At least the Memorial itself is unharmed. Regrettably the same cannot be said 

elsewhere! 

 

 

The authorities of Derby 

Cathedral have excelled 

themselves in levels of both 

disrespect and, it must be 

ventured, crass stupidity in 

sanctioning the erection of a 

wooden cubicle erected 

perpendicular to the wall 

holding the 59th Division 

Memorial, in such a manner 

that the left hand side of the 

Memorial is now regrettably   

Now you see it! obscured by the cubicle wall,  Now you can’t! 

thus rendering parts of the inscription, including some of the Battalion names, 

unreadable. The decorative edge of the Memorial is, however, on view inside the cubicle 

and the three feet of empty wall space to the immediate right of the now desecrated plaque 

begs the obvious question of why the Memorial was not moved back along the wall before 

construction began?    

 

A letter of complaint to the Cathedral Dean seeking an explanation of this blatant 

vandalism is shortly to be issued. I await the reply with interest . . .  

 

 

D.S.H. 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 

 

Your Committee Members  

are: 

 

Dr John Sutton  

(Chairman)  

David Humberston 

 (Secretary)  

Valerie Jacques  

(Newsletter Editor)  

Paul Warry 

 (Treasurer)  

Angela Hall  

(Events)   

Roy Birch  

(Promotion & War Memorials) 
 

 
 

 
 

 Our Branch Website Address is: 

www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 

 

 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service 

Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, 

LE18 2BA 

 7.30 p.m. 
 

25th April 2016  

Guest Speaker:  

Dr Karen Ette 
- 

 “How Leicestershire Mourned; 

How Leicestershire Remembered” 

 

23rd May 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Dr Spencer Jones 
- 

 “The Battle of Jutland  

– 31st May 1916” 

 

27th  June 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Nigel Atter 
- 

 “Kitchener – More 

 than a Poster”  

 

25th  July 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Dr John Sutton 
- 

 “The Leicestershire Regiment in 

the Battle of The Somme – July – 

November 1916”  
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THE INDIA GATE MEMORIAL 

by Valerie Jacques 
 

“TO THE DEAD OF THE INDIAN ARMIES WHO FELL HONOURED IN FRANCE 

AND FLANDERS MESOPOTAMIA AND PERSIA EAST AFRICA GALLIPOLI AND  

ELSEWHERE IN THE NEAR AND THE FAR-EAST AND IN SACRED  

MEMORY ALSO OF THOSE WHOSE NAMES ARE RECORDED  

AND WHO FELL IN INDIA OR THE NORTH-WEST  

FRONTIER AND DURING THE THIRD  

AFGHAN WAR” 

 

Many of you will not have escaped the 

recent news footage of The Duke and 

Duchess of Cambridge’s recent visit to 

India and Bhutan during which they paid 

their respects to the fallen at The India 

Gate Memorial in New Delhi (our cover 

photograph this month). I, too, had the 

honour of visiting Lutyen’s masterful 30ft 

wide Gate just a few weeks ago, access to 

which, for security reasons, was restricted 

although I was able to walk close enough 

to read many of the 13,218 names 

inscribed thereon and to consider the 

sacrifice of the thousands of soldiers of the 

Indian Army who gave their lives in the 

Great War. 
 

In 1911, architect Edwin Landseer 

Lutyens, had been commissioned by 

Britain to design India’s new grand 

imperial capital, New Delhi, as the 

showcase of her Empire which, together 

with his colleague, Herbert Baker, would 

take 20 years to complete. Lutyens was 

also a member of the Imperial War Graves 

Commission and a foremost designer of 

War Memorials including, in 1919, the 

first national memorial to be erected after 

the war, The Cenotaph, Whitehall, 

London.  
 

He designed his 138ft high All India War 

Memorial (as it was then named) in the 

secular style, purposefully free of religious 

iconography or ornamentation. It stands 

on a low base of red Bharatpur stone rising 

in stages to a huge moulding. 

 

 
Valerie at the India Gate, New Delhi 

 

Atop is a shallow domed bowl designed to 

be filled with burning oil, although this 

now happens only rarely, and the whole 

complex, surrounded by beautiful flowers 

and lawns, is certainly an impressive site. 

 

Of those commemorated by name on the 

memorial, just over 1,000 lie in cemeteries 

to the west of the River Indus, where 

maintenance was not possible. The 

remainder died on active service on or 

beyond the North West Frontier and 

during the Third Afghan War of 1919.  
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They have no known grave. The India 

Gate Memorial also acts as a national 

memorial to all soldiers of pre-partitioned 

India who died during the years 1914-

1921, the majority of whom are 

commemorated by name in foreign fields. 

 

 
Arthur, Duke of Connaught 

 

The Gate’s foundation stone was laid on 

10th February 1921 by the visiting Duke of 

Connaught, uncle of the King and third 

son of Queen Victoria. (The Duke was also 

the father of Crown Princess Margaret of 

Sweden and Princess Patricia, of PPCLI 

fame, both of whom were featured in 

David’s “Women in the Great War” talk at 

last month’s meeting).  
 

The King’s message, read by the Duke, 

said "On this spot, in the central vista of the 

Capital of India, there will stand a 

Memorial Archway, designed to keep, in the 

thoughts of future generations, the glorious 

 sacrifice of the officers and men of the 

Indian Army who fought and fell." During 

the solemn ceremony, the Deccan Horse, 

3rd Sappers and Miners, 6th Jat Light 

Infantry, 34th Sikh Pioneers, 39th 

Garhwal Rifles, 59th Scinde Rifles 

(Frontier Force), 117th Mahrattas, and 

5th Gurkha Rifles (Frontier Force), were 

honored with the sobriquet "Royal" in 

recognition of their distinguished service 

and gallantry during the Great War.  
 

It would be ten years later, 12th February 

1931, that The Gate was inaugurated by 

The Viceroy, Lord Irwin, who on that 

occasion said ". . . those who after us shall 

look upon this monument may learn in 

pondering its purpose something of that 

sacrifice and service which the names upon 

its walls record . . ."  

 

 
 

Illuminated every evening from 19:00 to 

21:30 and situated on the majestic Rajpath 

(Kingsway) at the eastern end of the main 

ceremonial processional route in New 

Delhi, their sacrifice is most certainly not 

forgotten . . .  
 

           

 

Approximately 1.3 million Indian soldiers served in the Great War with over 74,000 losing 

their lives. The names of the 13,218 commemorated on India Gate can be viewed on the 

CWGC website which includes one woman, Staff Nurse Ethel Saxon of the Territorial Force 

Nursing Service, from Herefordshire, who died on active service 3rd September 1917. 
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CENTENARY CALENDAR 
 

MAY 1916 
 

1st – Holland: Dutch-national Margaretha 

Zelle, who performs under stage name Mata 

Hari, is allegedly recruited as a spy by the 

Germans;  

Germany: Radical politician, Karl 

Liebknecht, and a founder of communist 

Spartacus League, Rosa Luxemberg, 

arrested during anti-war protest by 10,000 

Berlin workers. 

2nd – Britain: Zeppelin raid along east coast 

causes 39 casualties. L20 wrecked by fierce 

storm near Stavanger, Norway;  

Greece – French forces occupy Florina. 

5th – Arabia: Grand Sharif of Mecca, 

Hussein bin Ali Pasha, begins uprising. 

Early attack on Medina by his son, Feisal, 

repulsed but Turks forced to withdraw 

some of their troops. 

9th - Britain/France:  With Russian 

agreement, secret Sykes-Picot Agreement 

signed which agrees plans for 

dismemberment of Ottoman Empire 

following Allied victory. 

11th – Britain: Joint War Air Committee, 

chaired by Lord Derby, formed to aid lack 

of co-ordination RNAS and RFC. 

13th – Adriatic: Austro-Hungarian U-6 

becomes only confirmed victim of warships 

manning Otranto barrage;  

Arabia – In first success of their rebellion, 

Arabs capture holy city of Mecca. City of 

Jeddah falls on 16th following naval and air 

attacks. 

14th – China: Government agrees to supply 

France with 200,000 labourers to support 

war effort. 

15th – Italy: Austro-Hungary launches 

major offensive in Trentino region catching 

Italians unprepared but by 20th Italian 

commander-in-chief, General Luigi 

Cadorna, orders men of 1st Army to “fight 

to the death”. 

17th - USA : President Woodrow Wilson 

announces that US may have to intervene in 

the war and should have role in any peace-

making process. 

20th – Italy: Government asks Russians to 

launch immediate diversionary attack on 

Eastern Front due to crisis in Trentino 

region. 

21st – Britain: British Summer Time 

introduced. 

24th – France: First Sopwith 1½ Strutter 

two-seater fighters, arrive. They form No 70 

Squadron’s “A” Flight and are equipped 

with interrupter gear, allowing a machine 

gun to fire through the propeller.  

25th – Britain: Military Service Act comes 

into force and all men aged between 18 & 41 

liable for military service. Those previously 

rejected, on whatever grounds, are to be re-

examined. 

26th – Italy: Austro-Hungary maintains 

momentum of their Trentino offensive by 

shifting focus towards Asiago Plateau which 

Italians abandon on 29th. Enemy slowed due 

to problems moving heavy artillery through 

mountainous terrain. 

27th – USA: President Wilson suggests 

creation of international body with 

authority to maintain peace and freedom of 

the seas. 

30th - North Sea: Forewarned by 

intelligence from Room 40, British Home 

Fleet commanded by Admiral Sir John 

Jellicoe sails from bases at Scapa Flow and 

Invergordon  to intercept German High 

Seas Fleet. Strong force of battlecruisers led 

by Admiral Sir David Beatty sets sail from 

Rosyth. They plan to rendezvous at the 

Jutland Bank off the coast Denmark. 

31st - North Sea: The Battle of Jutland 

begins early afternoon. . . 

 (To be continued) 

7 



ON THE NOTICEBOARD 
 

 

Pack up your troubles...... 

 

Join us for a walk through the Music Halls 

of First World War Leicester 

***Starring  Deborah Tyler- Bennett*** 

Music Hall Historian and Writer 

 

Meet Leicester Railway Station concourse 

11am  - Sunday 24th April 2016 

Finish at The Globe pub on Silver Street  - 1pm 

Free of charge - Contact us to book a place 

email suedavidmac@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel. – 01455 631230 

 

 

 

                                             
Image courtesy  

of IWM 

 

 

 

FRIENDS OF WELFORD ROAD CEMETERY 

ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS 
 

 

 

 

will take place on  

Monday, 25th April 2016 
 

Please assemble at the Welford Road 

entrance at 10.45 a.m.  

The Service will commence at 11.00 a.m.  

 

 

Light Refreshments will be available at the 

Visitors Centre following the 

Commemorations  
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AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS 
 

An At Risk War Memorials Project Open Day 

for viewing the Memorials has been arranged for: 
 

 

 
 

 

SATURDAY 21ST MAY 2016 

at 

The Chancel, Rear of All Saint’s 

Church, 

Highcross Street, Leicester 

from 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
 

Further information is available from Project 

Director, Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on 

denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

 

 
 

 

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM TRIP 
 

 

Janet Grant, of Loughborough, has 

advised us she is arranging a Coach trip 

to the Imperial War Museum in London 

on Monday, 4th July 2016.  

 

The Coach will call at St Margaret’s Bus 

Station, Leicester and the cost of a seat is 

a nominal £5! 

  
If anyone is interested in joining her, please e-mail Janet for further details on:  

janet.grant@gmail.com  
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FAREWELL TO GALLIPOLI; “SO LONG” TO ALL THAT  

(PART III)  

by Roy-Anthony Birch 

 

In bringing this mini-series to a close, I draw again on the audio diary of the indefatigable 

Rupert Walter Westmacott of the Auckland Infantry Battalion within the ANZAC 

Forces, who first sighted Gallipoli on April 25th 1915.  In February’s opening installment 

we learned how the young subaltern had been held back on the actual day of the landings 

and subsequently ordered south from Anzac Cove to Cape Helles where he arrived 

shortly after the carnage at The Charge of The Daisy Patch. 

 

 

While Mr Westmacott’s attitude to soldiering and to life in 

general seems to be to make light of both, and perhaps such 

an approach is desirable as a means of survival, there is no 

doubt that he experienced the ravages of war in their 

rawest forms.  We have already seen how so many of his 

friends failed even to set foot on Turkish territory on the 

momentous 25th April and how Allied troops struggled to 

approach – never mind to conquer, the perpetually 

brooding Heights of Achi Baba as 1915 dragged on. 

 

June and July saw some of the bloodiest and most costly 

encounters of the entire Gallipoli Campaign, with actions 

at Krithia and Gully Ravine etc. yielding only the most 

marginal rewards.  Few of the gains, if such they could be 

called, advanced the line by above half a mile and casualties  
Rupert Walter  

Westmacott 
on both sides were appalling: over 9,000 Allied and 15,000 

Turkish in June alone.  Most of the attacks were of two or  

three day’s duration, largely because of the oppressive heat, wherein the fat of the bully 

beef ran to a slurry in its tins while metal plates, for the few who had them, became 

literally too hot to touch.  Then, as ever, there were the flies: agents of the dysenteric 

diarrhoea which swept virtually unchecked and indiscriminately through the 

ranks.  Lieutenant Westmacott endured such privations until he was wounded on 24th 

June 1915; so seriously wounded, in fact, that he would certainly have died but for the 

willingness of a comrade to disregard the order that “no wounded were to be carried back”.  

  
Westmacott’s left leg was all but severed by Shrapnel hurled from one of the Turk’s “big 

guns”.  With a heroic fireman’s lift and his puttees, more than anything, just enabling the 

limb to stay on, the Lieutenant was carried to a field dressing station for shots of morphia 

before being hoisted aboard a hospital ship to have the leg amputated above the knee.  He 

was officially reported “out of danger” on 1st July, and none of this trauma seemed to 

diminish his appetite for the better things in life, as befitted an English-born 

officer.  Within days of his operation aboard one of only two hospital ships, according to 

his account, he relished “a very nice dinner with soup and chicken and an ice cream”, and 

remembered the steward asking “What will you have to drink?  You don’t have to pay for  
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any of your drinks; you can order any wine you like”.  The ensuing half bottle of 

Champagne clearly contented the patient! 

  

Years later he recalled his disbelief on being told that his leg had actually been 

amputated; - many of us will be familiar with the idea of “the phantom limb”, and it was 

only when the bedclothes were drawn back to reveal the stump that he accepted that the 

limb was off!  Another of his anecdotes concerned a fellow-patient who lay rigid for days 

on end, apparently paralysed from head to toe.  He ignited great alarm throughout the 

ward by once leaping from his bed, clutching his pillow and with arms fully extended, as 

if to ward off the enemy.  He became impossible to approach or to restrain until what 

must have been a nightmare – almost as harrowing for his fellows as for the man himself, 

subsided.  Only when comparatively becalmed but still walking was he able to be secured 

in his cot, where he returned to a state of complete inertness.   
  
To think of 23-year-old Lieutenant Westmacott being “removed from the active list” in a 

broader, non-military, sense simply because of his amputation would be to misrepresent 

him entirely.  For here was the epitome of an active man.  After a couple of week’s 

enforced stay in the Blue Sister’s Hospital in Malta he accepted the offer of a berth on an 

empty troopship bound for England.  No cause for him to wait for the supposed greater 

safety of a bunk on a hospital ship, nor any thought of passive convalescing in a dull 

backwater.  On being sent to Dover House, Roehampton, to be fitted with a prosthesis, he 

befriended a nursing sister who regularly rode to hounds in Leicestershire’s beautiful 

Vale of Belvoir.  She devised a socket for Rupert’s stump, so enabling him to ride “just 

the same as I ever did” on the placid mount found for him at the local Territorial H.Q. in 

Putney.  
  
Having enjoyed a season’s hunting with The Belvoir and meanwhile been promoted 

Captain, Rupert was placed in command of a homeward-bound contingent of New 

Zealand casualties who brought a somewhat distasteful end to his military career.  Many 

of these men had succumbed to non-military afflictions and they treated their officer with 

unmerited disrespect: “Most unpleasant it was”.  This led directly to Rupert deciding not 

to attend a civic reception for the military in Dunedin.  For by then, he was ready for all 

things new. 

  
Rupert Walter Westmacott was born on 28th March 1892, the 5th of nine sons of The 

Reverend Walter and Mrs Helen Maria Westmacott - nee Madeley, who moved from 

Somerset to Cornwall two years before Rupert’s birth.  The Westmacott family had a 

notable pedigree.  Rupert’s paternal great-grandfather, for instance, Sir Richard 

Westmacott R.A. (1775-1856), belonged to a veritable dynasty of celebrated Westmacott 

sculptors whose works include a monument to the lost Arctic explorer Sir John Franklin, 

several tributes to Admiral Lord Nelson, and busts of Prime Minister Lord John Russell 

and Cardinal Newman.  Sir Richard’s best known piece is probably his statue of the Duke 

of York atop his column in London’s Waterloo Place.  Rupert’s father, himself the son of 

an Anglican clergyman, held prestigious positions within the church as vicar of St. 

Germans from 1890-1913 and of Probus, also in Cornwall, from 1913-28, and as a Canon 

of Truro Cathedral.  

  
Canon and Mrs Westmacott knew full well the price exacted by the 1914-18 War on both  
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their immediate and their extended families.  Seven of their nine sons served in the 

Forces: two were killed, while a third suffered facial disfigurement and lost an 

eye.  Several of Rupert’s cousins also served; one of whom, like Rupert, fought at Gallipoli  

with The Auckland Infantry Battalion.  This was 

Lieutenant Herbert Horatio Spencer Westmacott, who 

actually landed on The Peninsula on 25th April and was 

wounded in that same day.  Rupert recalled how his 

cousin nearly died after being “dumped on the deck of a 

cargo ship and neglected”; the medics being overwhelmed 

by the sheer weight of casualties.  Although Herbert’s 

wounds turned septic, causing the loss of his left arm and 

a permanently game leg, he recovered and died back in 

New Zealand in 1960.  

 

Rupert himself was able to indulge his passion for travel 

in the years following the Armistice.  His is a regular name 

on passenger lists of the 1920s and 30s, where we find him 

circumnavigating much of the globe.  Much of 1922, for  

 

 
Herbert Westmacott 

example, is devoted to what would indeed be the journey of a lifetime for many, even 

today.  Having left New Zealand en route for Vancouver in March, he spent a week on 

Fanning Island in the Central Pacific before breaking his journey again in 

Honolulu.  Accompanied by his personal manservant, the summer and autumn were 

spent traversing mainland Canada until he sailed from Halifax, Nova Scotia, for England, 

which he still called “home”.  Similarly, in the 1930s, Rupert took regular passages to 

England from West Africa where he held office in The Nigerian Political Service in what 

was then a British colony. 

 

 

Standing 5ft 10½ ins. (1.78 metres) tall, with fair hair, 

fair complexion, and blue eyes, and coming from an 

upper middle-class family, Rupert may well have been 

seen as the quintessential eligible bachelor.  He was 

twice married: firstly, in 1927, to Miss Rachel Gorrie 

of Auckland, New Zealand, and secondly, in July 1960, 

to Joyce Watts Leith, widow of the 6th Lord Burg, who 

had died the previous year.  With this second ceremony 

taking place in London, Rupert Westmacott now 

settled in England and spent his final days in 

Somerset.   

 
Rupert Westmacott He died there in June 1989, aged 97; fully 74 years after 

bidding farewell to Gallipoli and having lived life to the full in the intervening decades 

his innate good humour and optimism admirably undiminished to the last. 
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    CONTACT US 
 

We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of 

previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always 

open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 

All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is 

always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that 

the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her 

associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend, 

condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via e-

mail, upon request.  Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact 

us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

 “We very much value your continued support” 
 

Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor) 

David Humberston (Branch Secretary) 
 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE. 

 

 
 

 
 

The unveiling of the 1916 Memorial Wall, commemorating all who fell  

in the Easter Rising, at Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin.  
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