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EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of ñThe Tigerò. 
 

One of the advantages of belonging to our Branch is the number of opportunities that 

arise to attend Great War-related events and thus, whilst meeting people with similar 

interests to oneself, promote the existence of the WFA to a new and wider audience. The 

last month has brought forth three such opportunities, which saw in turn a more 

encouraging response than our own overtures to Leicesterôs theatrical giant, ñThe 

Curveò. 
 

Those of our readers who saw the production of ñWipersò in April will hopefully share 

our opinion on the excellence of the production and its value in enlightening its audience 

to the sacrifice (and, indeed, the vagaries) of the Indian Army in the Great War. Contrast 

that, however, to the behavior of the Theatreôs Communications Co-ordinator, who, after 

declining to return phone calls and reply to emails, received a personal visit to enquire 

whether representatives of the Branch could stand in the Theatre Foyer before and after 

productions to promote our cause. The mono-syllabic retorts that followed confirmed 

earlier suspicions our mission was doomed to perish on the altar of apathy and, in spite 

of the job title, nothing more was ever heard  . . . 
 

 

It was, therefore, a pleasure to accept the invitation 

of Sue Mackrell and David McCormack of Crystal 

Clear Creators to join their ñPack Up Your Troubles 

. . .ò journey around the sites of Leicesterôs Great 

War Music Halls and Theatres and learn of Vesta 

Tilley, Gertie Gitana and others through the 

excellent prose of Music Hall Historian and writer, 

Deborah Tyler-Bennett, (shown left, holding 

postcards of the time) who dressed in period costume 

for the morning. 
 

The following day, 25th April, brought challenges of 

its own. Not only was this the Monday of our Branch 

Meeting (with the venue to be prepared by the 

evening) but also the afternoon of the next Meeting 

of the ñLeicestershire Commemorates ï The Sommeò 

Committee (which now includes ourselves as well as 

Branch Chairman, John Sutton). It was also ANZAC 

Day with the Friends of Welford Road Cemetery 

extending their annual invitation to W.F.A. Branch Members to participate in their 

traditional Service of Remembrance.  
 

Thanks to the flexibility and understanding of our hosts at The Elms, it proved possible 

to meet all objectives and it was particularly pleasing to see a substantial Branch 

representation at the Cemetery service, despite, as now seems equally traditional, the 

downpour of rain towards the conclusion of the ceremony. Members may also like to 

know that, as is our custom, a wreath of Poppies was laid on behalf of the Branch by 

Valerie; one of three placed on the Cross of Sacrifice that morning. 
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ANZACS Remembered:  LEFT: An ANZAC Grave marked with Cross and Flag; 

RIGHT: George Mackness lays the Friends of Welford Road Cemetery wreath. 
(Photographs courtesy of Brian Roffee) 

 

The May Day Bank Holiday saw the Branch represented in the May Gala at Bottesford 

VC Hall and Field. With John and June Taylor, not forgetting grandson Matthew, also 

attending, two tables of material and memorabilia were on show within the Hall. Interest 

was considerable and a wide variety of conversations followed.  Outside, in the Field, 

attendees sampled the delights of a variety of stalls and the horsemanship of re-enactors 

of the Scottish Horse and the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry. It was very pleasing to see 

some of our Members amongst the visitors, enjoying both the event and also the treasures 

of the local Parish Church, with its splendid aristocratic tombs, before returning home.  

 

  
Bottesford May Gala: LEFT: The Equestrian Re-enactors; 

RIGHT: John Taylor and his display. 

 

Only the weather served to dampen - literally ï the occasion, with a series of heavy 

downpours increasing the visitors to the Hall itself!  Reflections on a most enjoyable event 

left a warm glow and, from the subsequent feedback, considerable goodwill too. Speaking 

of goodwill, I wonder what was showing at The Curve? 

 

D.S.H. 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 

 

Your Committee Members  

are: 

 

Dr John Sutton  

(Chairman)  

David Humberston 

 (Secretary)  

Valerie Jacques  

(Newsletter Editor)  

Paul Warry 

 (Treasurer)  

Angela Hall  

(Events)   

Roy Birch  

(Promotion & War Memorials) 
 

 
 

 
 

 Our Branch Website Address is: 

www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 

 

 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service 

Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, 

LE18 2BA 

 7.30 p.m. 
 

23rd May 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Dr Spencer Jones 
- 

 ñThe Battle of Jutland  

ï 31st May 1916ò 

 

27th  June 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Nigel Atter 
- 

 ñKitchener ï More 

 than a Posterò  

 

25th  July 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Dr John Sutton 
- 

 ñThe Leicestershire Regiment in 

the Battle of The Somme ï July ï 

November 1916ò  

 

22nd August 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Phil Tomaselli 
- 

ñThe Royal Naval Air Serviceò  
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SAVING THE DAYLIGHT 

by Valerie Jacques 
 

ñBenjamin Franklin conceived of it; Sir Arthur Conan Doyle endorsed it; Winston 

Churchill campaigned for it; Kaiser Wilhelm first employed it; Woodrow Wilson 

 and Franklin Roosevelt went to war with it and, in more recent years, the  

United States fought an energy crisis with it. For several months each  

year, like it or not, peoples scattered throughout the globe continue  

to be affected by it and, for 100 years, it has been the subject  

of recurring controversyò. . . . . . David Prerau 

 

As you will know, many hasty Parliamentary decisions, e.g. ñMeatless Mondaysò and 

ñWheatless Wednesdaysò, were rushed through during the Great War but, amongst the 

various emergency measures of 1916, none proved more popular than the ñSummer Time 

Actò, more commonly known as the ñDaylight Saving Actò. Introduced purely as a war 

measure, and for the most part defended on purely practical grounds, it was estimated 

that it would save the nation, in lighting and fuel, particularly coal, the sum of £2,500,000.  

 

It was in 1905 that English builder William Willett , on an early morning horseback ride 

around the outskirts of London, conceived of the idea that Great Britain should move its 

clocks forward by 80 minutes between April and October so that more people could enjoy 

 

                                
William Willett and his pamphlet, The Waste of Daylight. 

By March 1914, the latter had reached its 19th edition. 

 

the plentiful sunlight. He led a vigorous campaign and spent much of his personal fortune 

attempting to ensure its adoption. Year after year, however, despite gaining the support 

of MP Robert Pearce, who made several unsuccessful attempts to get it passed into law, 

and a young Winston Churchill, Parliament continually dismissed the idea. 

 

Ancient civilisations had long ago adjusted their daily tasks to the sun but it would take 

the Great War for Willettôs dream to finally come true. But whilst Britain deliberated, 

Kaiser Wilhelmôs Germany quickly embraced it and, on 30th April 1916, become the first  
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country to introduce Sommerzeit (summer time) to conserve electricity. One newspaper, 

the Frankfurter Zeitung, pointed out that although Britain had had the idea for many 

years, it had not been so in Germany and stated: ñIt is characteristic of England that she 

could not rouse herself to a decisionò. Some weeks later, however, our own Summer Time 

Act was finally passed and, on 17th May 1916, every clock in the United Kingdom was 

advanced one hour beyond Greenwich Mean Time (Dublin Mean Time in Ireland) with 

the hands to be set back one hour on Sunday, 1st October. It was not to affect Astronomy 

or Navigation or to be a permanency but it may, like some other wartime measures, 

survive the return of peace. . . 

 

 

Home Secretary Herbert Samuel (left) assured the 

House of Commons that the Act was essentially 

advantageous for the countryôs wartime economy in 

part due to the huge number of miners enlisting. Coal 

output was, in turn, declining and consumption of fuel  

for artificial lighting had to be redu ced. Likewise, it 

would assist shipping capacity as work on the docks 

would no longer be forced to cease at dusk due to the 

threat of Zeppelin raids and Samuel also contended 

that: ñHealthfulness and cheerfulness, together with 

opportunities for amusement and recreation, will have 

value in maintaining the morale of the nationò. It was 

not, however, popular with farmers. . . 
 

In the aftermath of the war, all countries involved wanted to get back to normal as soon 

as possible and one of the issues facing those who had adopted it was what should be done 

about this peculiar wartime measure. It had proved to be so popular here in Britain that 

it  has continued to this day and William Willett would be pleased to know that Daylight 

Saving Time is now employed in around 70 countries around the world, including almost 

every major industrialized nation. It affects well over a billion people each year and even 

in some countries unaffected by lengths of the day, due to their proximity to the equator, 

DST has been adopted in an attempt to conserve energy. In many locations around the 

globe, it remains a contentious subject since the first day it was proposed - especially with 

the farmers!  

 

Willett had sadly died from influenza on 4th March 

1915, aged 58, without ever seeing his dream come to 

fruition and would undoubtedly have been horrified to 

learn that his countryôs wartime enemy had chosen to 

follow his recommendations before his homeland! 

 

Willett is, incidentally, a great-great-grandfather of 

Coldplay singer Chris Martin and on their 2002 album 

ñA Rush of Blood to the Headò (right) are songs entitled 

ñClocksò and ñDaylightò. . . . . . Coincidence? 
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CENTENARY CALENDAR 
 

JUNE 1916 
 

1st - North Sea: Battle of Jutland (known as 

Battle of Skaggerak in Germany) ends. 

British losses are three battleships, three 

cruisers and eight destroyers ï German 

losses are one battleship, four cruisers and 

five destroyers. Amongst the combatants 

were the then 20-year-old Prince Albert, 

second in the line to the throne, who would 

serve as King George VI from 1936 and 

Henry Allingham RNAS,  who died 18th 

July 2009, aged 113, by which time he was 

the oldest documented man in the world 

and one of the last surviving veterans of the 

war. 

2nd ï Belgium: A German attack against 

the Ypres Salient, which becomes known as 

the Battle of Mount Sorrel, sees high 

ground gained at Mount Sorrel, Hill 61 and 

Tor Top (Hill 62).  

5th - North Sea: British cruiser HMS 

Hampshire sunk by mine laid by U-boat U75 

off the Orkney Islands en route to Russia. 

Amongst many dead is Secretary of State 

for War, Lord Kitchener, who was to meet 

with Tsar Nicholas II to discuss flow of 

supplies between Russia and Britain. 

Incident blamed on rough seas, poor mine-

sweeping operations and ill-coordinated 

rescue operation; Arabia: The Arab Revolt 

begins with the aim of securing 

independence from the ruling Ottoman 

Turks  and creating a single unified Arab 

state spanning from Aleppo in Syria to 

Aden in Yemen. 

6th ï Balkans: British and French Navies 

begin a 17 day blockade of the Greek coast. 

They demand that the perceived pro-

German Greek Government be replaced 

and her army mobilised.  

7th ï Verdun:  After weeks of bitter fighting, 

Major Sylvain -Eugene Raynal surrenders 

Fort Vaux to the Germans.  

8th ï Italy: Austro-Hungarians withdraw 

two divisions from forces committed to on-

going Trentino Offensive and rush them to 

Eastern Front where General Aleksy 

Brusiloffôs Russian Offensive is making 

considerable territorial gains. 

10th ï Germany: Chief of General Staff, 

General Erich von Falkenhayn, orders four 

divisions in northern Russia and five from 

Verdun to move by rail to reinforce defence 

against Brusiloffôs Offensive which is close 

to totally defeating Austro-Hungarians;  

New Zealand:  Government passes Bill 

permitting compulsory military service. 

12th - Ireland:  After six days deliberation, 

the Ulster Unionist Council accept David 

Lloyd Georgeôs Home Rule compromise. 

Belgium: In the Ypres Salient, Canadian 

forces recapture most of the ground around 

Mount Sorrel and Tor Top lost on the 2nd. 

17th - France:  Henri Navarre, Franceôs 

first fighter ace shot down & badly wounded 

18th ï France: German ace, Max 

Immelmann, killed whilst flying over Lens.  

Italy : Austro-Hungary calls stop to Trentino 

offensive in face of mounting Italian 

counterattack.  

23rd ï Verdun:  Intense German attacks 

concentrate on French positions north-east 

of city advancing between Forts Douamont 

and Vaux moving ever closer to Fleury and 

Fort Souville.   

24th ï Somme: British begin bombardment 

of German trenches. 2,000 artillery pieces 

fire around 1.7 million shells but a third fail 

to explode or are too light to inflict much 

damage on German defences and barbed 

wire. Barrage continues over following week 

alerting enemy to impending offensive. 

27th ï Greece: Under pressure from Britain 

and France, Greek Government agrees to 

mobilize its Armed Forces. 

 (To be continued) 
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FOREVER BUBBLES . . . 

by David Humberston 
 

Our cover portrait this month features a young, golden-haired Victorian boy admiring  

bubbles he has just created with a clay pipe. Painted by Pre-Raphaelite artist, Sir John 

Everett Millais and sold to Sir William Ingram, proprietor of The London Illustrated News 

in 1886, the model for the young boy was the painterôs five year old grandson, William 

Milbourne James. When the colour image was published, its potential was immediately 

recognised by marketing pioneer Thomas J. Barrett, Managing Director of A. & F . Pears, 

who quickly purchased the painting and exclusive copyright. The addition of a bar of 

Pears Soap created an image (shown below) that was to achieve immortality and the 

young William James a predictable nickname ï ñBubblesò. 

 

 

Young James embarked on a career in the Royal Navy 

and completed his training on H.M.S. Britannia. 

Promoted to Lieutenant in 1902, James went on to gain 

wide acclaim for the invention of the ñJames Calculatorò, 

designed to assist in the aiming of torpedoes. During a 

spell as Gunnery Officer on H.M.S. Natal, he also began 

an association with the then Captain, William Reginald 

ñBlinkerò Hall, that would be renewed with great success 

in later years.  

 

In December 1912, he was described as ñthe cleverest and 

most accomplished Gunnery Lieutenant in the Navy. I hear 

on every side that he is quite an exceptional manò. In 

January 1913 he attained the rank of Commander. The  

 outbreak of the War in August 1914 found him serving as Executive Officer on board  

H.M.S. Queen Mary. By a fortunate twist of fate, he was appointed Flag Commander to 

Vice-Admiral Doveton Sturdee, commanding the Fourth Battle Squadron from HMS 

Benbow.  James left HMS Queen Mary the day before she   sailed to her doom at the Battle 

of Jutland, with 57 Officer and 1,209 Other Rank fatalities. 

 

James was also more fortunate than his elder brother, Captain George Millais James, of 

ñThe Buffsò (East Kent) Regiment. The latter, whilst acting as a Brigade-Major to the 

22nd Infantry Brigade, had been killed by a sniperôs bullet on 3rd November 1914. 

Georgeôs widow, Hylda Madeleine, was the daughter of Sir James Heath of Oxendon Hall, 

Market Harborough. Her brother, Lieutenant Percy Heath, Royal Horse Guards, had 

fallen in action two months earlier.  

 

In June 1917, James took up a new appointment, working for the Intelligence Division of 

the Naval Staff. Here he renewed his acquaintance with ñBlinkerò Hall, (who had used 

all his powers of persuasion on The Admiralty to secure his man) taking responsibility for 

ñRoom 40ò. The transition was not easy for either James or his new staff: James 

commenting that ñaround me were a number of civilians and RNVR officers, all talking a 

strange language and doing strange thingsò whilst one of the code-breakers, William 

Clarke, would later write: ñHe was very pushing and very self-confident. He had been a 
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remarkable success as a Commander at sea but he came to a job which required other 

qualifications which, in my opinion, he did not possess. But luckily by then everything was 

so organised that we required little but a figurehead and for that he was admirably suited.ò  
 

David Ramsay, Hallôs modern biographer, leaves no doubt that in this role James was 

responsible for both enhancing the influence of Room 40 and, once it became fully 

integrated into the Naval Intelligence Division in May 1917, increasing its effectiveness 

by dividing its staff into three sections; cryptography, direction finding and intelligence. 
 

 

LEFT: Commander 

William ñBubblesò 

James, R.N. as 

depicted in the 

Sunday Pictorial, 

1916.  

 

 

 

RIGHT: Admiral Sir 

Reginald ñBlinkerò 

Hall, the Director of 

Naval Intelligence 

from October 1914 

to January 1919.  
 

The growing influence of Room 40 was further confirmed by the development of positive 

co-operation between Naval Intelligence and the previously hostile Naval Operations, 

with Hall and Admiral Sir Alexander Duff working in harmony to counter the U-boat 

menace in 1917. They established an effective and durable working relationship, 

enhanced by the fact that James had married Duffôs daughter, Dorothy Alexandra, 

known as ñRobinò, in January 1915.   
  
Post-War, James continued his Naval Career, holding a 

variety of posts, including Deputy Director of Naval 

Intelligence, Director of the Royal Naval Staff College 

at Greenwich and Naval Assistant to the First Sea Lord. 

Promoted to Admiral in 1938, he returned to Naval 

Intelligence during the Second World War before 

retiring in 1944. 
 

He became a prolific author on Naval history, one critic 

writing ñHis knowledge of Naval History is exceptional, 

and he has an unusual faculty for expressing himself on 

paper - provided that it is type-written!!ò Briefly a 

Conservative MP for Portsmouth, in retirement James 
 

William ñBubblesò James. 

was active in his support for ventures relating to  1881-1973 

seafaring. The Elie and Earlsferry Sailing Club, in honour of their esteemed benefactor, 

predictably named their dinghy ñBubblesò in his honour . . . 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD 
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