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EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”. 

 

Friday, 1st July 2016 saw many 

commemorations – both local, national and 

international – to remember the fallen of the 

Battle of the Somme. Appropriately, our Branch 

Members were involved both at home and 

abroad and also in events that same weekend. 

The Branch was represented at the Service of 

Remembrance at Leicester Cathedral on the 

Friday morning by John Sutton, David 

Humberston and, as pictured right, June and 

John Taylor, Valerie Jacques and Roy Birch. 

Branch Members Lynn and Brian Roffee and 

Denis Kenyon, in other official capacities, were 

also in attendance.  

  

Earlier that morning, John had also attended one of the many “Whistle for the Somme” 

events where, at 7.30 a.m., whistles were blown to replicate the signal for the British Army 

to leave their trench lines one hundred years earlier. At the Police Headquarters at 

Enderby, Michael Woods attended an identical ceremony, also supported by the British 

Legion and the Leicestershire Regimental Association. Michael later gave a brief talk on 

the Battle itself in the Headquarters Lecture Theatre as part of a short Service of 

Remembrance held later that morning.    

 

 
Michael Woods, far right, remembering the Fallen of The Somme at the Leicestershire 

Police Headquarters, Enderby 
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A more lasting tribute is the “Somme Roll of Honour” now on display in the Soldier’s 

Chapel in Leicester Cathedral. Inspired by the haunting Roll of Honour on display at 

Tyne Cot Cemetery near Passchendaele, Valerie Jacques suggested that a similar record 

of the losses for both our counties on the Somme should be created. The project was then 

brought to fruition through the determined efforts of our Chairman, Dr John Sutton, who 

deserves great credit for not only identifying the fallen, but also for the many hours work 

in photographing portrait images from microfilm and arranging their compilation in 

electronic format. 

 

  
John Sutton (above) explains a page from the Somme Roll of Honour at the “Soar to 

Somme” at the “Leicestershire Commemorates” Committee Meeting, 22nd June 2016  

 

Thanks must also be given to Robin Jenkins for his co-operation with searching local 

records, to Joan Rowbottom for sharing with us her excellent spreadsheet, to Richard 

Knox for the loan of the screen and to Jim Boulton of De Montfort University for carrying 

out the technical work. Permission to use images on the “Rutland Remembers” website 

must also be acknowledged.  The Roll of Honour will be displayed at the Cathedral until 

mid-November, thus covering the entire period of the Battle itself. The Cathedral 

Authorities are also to be thanked for their assistance with this project. 

 

 

However, after the anniversary 

commemorations, as on the 

battlefield itself a century earlier, 

there was still a battle to be won! 

The work of promoting the Branch 

continued the following day with 

myself, Valerie (left), Roy Birch 

and June & John Taylor 

representing the Branch at the 

“Oadby Remembers” event held at 

the Brocks Hill Centre. Our thanks 

go to Andy Ball for the loan of some 

of his memorabilia and to all those 

from the Branch who attended.  

A successful day was enjoyed by all and once again “the lads” were remembered  . . . 

 

D.S.H. 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 

 

Your Committee Members  

are: 
 

Dr John Sutton  

(Chairman)  

David Humberston 

 (Secretary)  

Valerie Jacques  

(Newsletter Editor)  

Paul Warry 

 (Treasurer)  

Angela Hall  

(Events)   

Roy Birch  

(Promotion & War Memorials) 
 
 

 
 

 Our Branch Website Address is: 

www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 

 

 

 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service 

Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, 

LE18 2BA 

 7.30 p.m. 
 

 

25th  July 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Robin Jenkins 
- 

 “The 6th, 7th, 8th & 9th 

Leicestershire Battalions in the 

Bazentin Ridge Action, in the 

Battle of The Somme  

 

 

22nd August 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Phil Tomaselli 
- 

“The Royal Naval Air Service”  

 

 

26th September 2016  

  Guest Speaker:  

Dr Jim Beech 
- 

“British Intelligence on the 

Western Front - 1916”  

 

 

4 

http://www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com/


THE COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE START OF  

THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME – 1ST JULY 2016 

by Angela Hall 
 

On 30th June I travelled with a group organised by the War Research Society to France 

for a weekend of activities to commemorate the centenary of the first day of the Battle of 

the Somme. I was unfortunate not to be picked out in the lottery for the main 

commemorative service at the Thiepval Memorial, so what follows is a report on the 

commemorative service at the Lochnagar Crater. 

 

At 0345 on 1st July we were on the coach! A very early start, with no breakfast but the 

Lochnagar Service was timed to begin at 0728. The coach was driven to a parking area 

near Albert where our trip through French security was to begin. We were all scanned 

and searched and the coach was searched thoroughly inside, outside and underneath with 

several police officers and dogs, the luggage lockers then had to be sealed and we were 

allowed back on. A French police escort took us in convoy to the Lochnagar Crater where 

further security checks were made. We then were allowed up to the crater and had to 

stand for two hours before the start of the service.  

 

 

The scene at the Crater was 

incredible, it seemed as 

though thousands of people 

were gathered and a huge 

poppy had been placed right 

at the bottom of the crater. 

The service began at 0728 

precisely with the firing of a 

maroon and the blowing of 

whistles exactly the time 

when the whistles first blew 

100 years earlier and the men   
The Poppy at the base of 

the Crater 

climbed out of their trenches. 

This was then followed by  

The Centenary Service 

Booklet 

welcome speeches in English, French and German as Reconciliation was one of the main 

messages promoted by the service. Prayers and various musical items then followed and 

also an occasion where many wreaths were laid to pay respect to men who had died at 

Lochnagar but also throughout the First World War. 

 

We then sang the hymn “Abide With Me” and then prayers and the Lord’s Prayer were 

said in French, German and English. A blessing was given by a local clergyman, 

Exhortations were read in French, German and English, followed by the Last Post, two 

minutes silence and Reveille. A particularly moving part of the service then followed, with 

everyone having earlier been given a handful of poppy petals to scatter into the crater, 

“Where Each Petal Falls a Young Soldier Fell”. A lone piper played the Lament and 

everyone who was stood on the rim of the crater joined hands in a final act of 

reconciliation. A final maroon was then fired to end the service. 
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I found the whole thing a 

particularly moving experience, the 

hairs on my neck stood up at the 

start of the service when the whistles 

blew, to think that I was stood on the 

spot where this had happened 

exactly 100m years ago! I had 

achieved one of my life ambitions to 

be on the Somme exactly 100 years 

after the start of the battle!  
 

The rest of the weekend was spent 

visiting sites associated with the 

Battle of the Somme including 

Newfoundland Memorial Park and 

Some of the wreaths laid at  

the Lochnagar Service 

Thiepval, where on 3rd July I was 

able to attend a brief ceremony , 

very similar to the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. A day was also spent in the 

Ypres area including visits to Tyne Cot where I was able to place a cross in respect of Fr 

William Doyle, a Jesuit Catholic army chaplain who was killed in 1917 while out 

ministering to some wounded men. He has no known grave but is commemorated on 

panel 160. We also attended the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. 

 

The whole weekend was a wonderful experience. While out touring the battlefields we 

also came across many independent ceremonies involving people dressed in authentic 

uniforms. I’ve also met some very interesting people on my trips to the Western Front, 

but I’ve never had a tour with Chelsea Pensioners, one of whom was a woman (see below)! 

 

   
You never know who you might meet on the Western Front! 

 

Having been on one previous tour with the War Research Society which was also 

excellent, I fully recommend the Society for anyone wishing to visit the Western Front.  
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A POTTERED HISTORY 

by Valerie Jacques 
 

July 2016 marks 150 years since the birth of one of the world’s best-loved children’s 

authors - one who has captured our imagination for much of that time with her 

beautifully illustrated tales - Helen Beatrix Potter. Warfare is a topic that might not 

readily spring to mind at the mention of that name or that Peter Rabbit, Beatrix’s most 

famous creation, was used for political purposes prior to The Great War. Indeed few 

maybe aware of the fascinating woman that Beatrix was or the achievements she 

accomplished in her lifetime during an era when ambitious women were firmly 

discouraged from flourishing. . . 

 

 

Born into a privileged household in West Brompton, 

London, on 28th July 1866 it would have been difficult to 

have grown up in the Potter household and to not absorb 

the issues and personalities of late-Victorian and 

Edwardian politics. Beatrix’s flirtation with both began in 

1902 when she began cutting out a calico pattern for a 

Peter Rabbit doll which she later made from velveteen (fur 

being difficult to sew) using bristles pulled from a brush to 

make his whiskers insisting he must also have a “lovely” 

expression! She registered her design at the patent office 

(making him the oldest licensed literary character) as she 

had deduced that the dolls would prove popular amongst 

children. She felt passionately that they must be of the 

highest quality but was horrified to learn that it was 

impossible to locate an English manufacturer who could 

compete against a market which had been flooded with  

Beatrix Potter cheap, unauthorised imports, copied from her drawings,  

                                                  and made in Germany! 
  

By 1910 merchandise was a huge part of Beatrix’s royalty income and the British 

Government’s adherence to Free Trade was having an adverse impact on her business 

interests and the protection of her copyright. She thus became politically active and was 

involved in The Tariff Reform Campaign in a year which saw two General Elections held 

at a time of rising tensions between Britain and Germany. It was, of course, disappointing 

to her that she could not vote, although she did not join or become involved with the 

Suffragette movement. The Conservatives had put Tariff Reform at the heart of their 

manifesto but many feared it would lead to higher food prices and the first election, held 

that January, resulted in a hung parliament. The second, in the December, also ended in 

deadlock, but Herbert Asquith’s Liberal Party were able to form a government with the 

support of Irish Nationalists.  
 

Reflecting the anti-German protectionist sentiment which prevailed at the time, as well 

as her own commercial interests, Peter Rabbit, her most famous character, featured in a 

poster produced by Beatrix as part of a campaign calling for a restriction on the import 

of German goods. She supported calls to impose higher duties thereon with the money 

raised to be used on social causes. She also produced a further poster which read: “Poor 
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Campbell Dolly is Dead etc. . .” The “Campbell” reference privately alluded to a long 

extinct butterfly, as the British doll making industry would likely become, the wax doll 

depicted in her drawing being a favourite of little girls, particularly in London. “Peter” 

has an expensive price tag in his ear with the words “Made in Germany” written 

mockingly beneath.  

 

Matters of the countryside also attracted her attention. That same year Beatrix designed 

and produced a leaflet entitled “The Shortage of Horses” appealing against their likely 

requisition by the British Army in the event of a future war. In it, she wrote “No doubt 

we should be paid for our horses, but what about our ruined crops?” It also featured her 

own black and white illustrations of working farm horses and was signed “Yours Truly, 

A North Country Farmer” as she insisted that “. . . it must not be let out that the horse leaflet 

is written by a female”.  

 

 

 

  
The political drawings of Beatrix Potter: An illustration for “The Shortage of Horses” leaflet 

flanked by the Camberwell Dolly and Peter Rabbit posters. 

 

By August 1914, with Beatrix now married and living permanently in her adopted county 

of Westmorland, her worst fears were realised as The Great War began and changed the 

life of the British countryside forever. During this period she wrote few books and those 

which were written alluded to the entwinement of land and war and served as sources of 

escapism for her readers. Her private watercolours of the period depicted the British 

countryside in a state of serenity, perhaps as the troops might have remembered the 

homeland they were fighting for . . . The fear of the loss of her horses again caused 

concern: “I feel nervous about the horses that are down on the Police list, but at a pinch we 

can use cattle. The ploughman got his calling up in the very middle of ploughing. I’m afraid 

I am not in a particularly good temper”. 

 

In March 1916, Beatrix wrote to The Times to complain that the high wages being offered 

to women for munitions work was attracting them away from taking the place of men on 

the land. Her letter did, however, bring a response from one Eleanor Louisa Choyce, a 

governess seeking new employment, who was appointed to help Beatrix the following 

month and a lifelong friendship began. Later in the War, with the introduction of 

rationing in 1918, rabbits were raised for human consumption to help alleviate food 

shortages and Beatrix, no doubt with “Peter” in mind, confessed she did not like having 

them killed.  
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On another occasion she criticized the management of food supplies by writing “. . . the 

hens are about to be killed as they are due to lay again – we are governed by idiots . . .” 

 

Family matters also caused sorrow and anxiety. With Beatrix’s brother Bertram rejected 

for service in 1914 on grounds of poor health, concern was focused on her nephew by 

marriage, 2nd Lieutenant Hilary Loraine Heelis of the 10th Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers, 

who was taken prisoner during a trench raid in June 1918. He would, however, survive 

the experience.  

 

 

LEFT: 

Mrs Gladys 

Crompton and 

her six children, 

all victims of 

the sinking of 

the “Lusitania”. 

 

RIGHT: 

George 

Llewellyn- 

Davies, 

Killed in action 

in Flanders in 

1915 
 

 

 

Less fortunate was her third cousin, Paul Crompton who, together with his wife Gladys, 

their six children and their governess, were all drowned in May 1915 following the sinking 

of the RMS Lusitania. A further third cousin, George Llewellyn-Davies (the inspiration 

for J.M. Barrie’s “Peter Pan”, another classic of children’s literature) had fallen in 

Flanders two months earlier. 

 

With the coming of peace, Beatrix continued to 

participate fully in country life and in particular 

the efforts of the National Trust in preserving 

places of outstanding natural beauty. She also 

became an authority on traditional Lakeland crafts 

and when she died in 1943, aged 77, she left her 

property to the National Trust – over 4,000 acres of 

land, sixteen farms, cottages and herds of cattle and 

sheep. She is credited with preserving much of the 

area which now comprises the Lake District 

National Park.  Most of the original illustrations for 

her books were also donated to the Trust, with the 

copyright for her stories then being held by her 

publishers until its expiry in 2014.   Even 150 years 

after her birth, conservationists and children alike 

have much to remember her for  . . .  
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CENTENARY CALENDAR 
 

AUGUST 1916 
 

1st – Somme: British offensive is a month 

old and casualties total 158,000 plus 40,000 

elsewhere on the Western Front. German 

losses on the Somme amount to 160,000; 

Balkans: Some 5,000 Russian troops arrive 

in Salonika adding to their ever growing 

presence in the province. 11,000 Italian 

troops arrive on the 11th. 

4th – Italy: 6th Battle of the Isonzo launches 

after Austro-Hungarian front line pounded 

by artillery for 9 hours. Italians gain some 

ground, chiefly Gorizia, which falls on 8th; 

Egypt: Turks attack British-held rail 

junction at Romani, east of Suez Canal. 

They are halted by New Zealand & other 

mounted forces. Turkish casualties high – 

5,000 men – Allied losses total 1,100.  

5th/6th – Armenia: Mustafa Kemel’s 

Turkish troops capture Bitlis and Mus from 

Russian forces. Gains, however, soon lost. 

8th – Portugal: Government agrees to 

increase military backing for war against 

Central Powers. 

10th – Britain: Propaganda film “The Battle 

of the Somme” premieres in London and is 

viewed by 20 million people in first six 

weeks. 

12th – Russia: General Brusilov announces 

details of continuing offensive – 375,000 

German & Austro-Hungarian prisoners, 

much artillery etc. taken plus 15,000 sq 

miles of territory. Russian casualties total 

550,000. Many of these troops loyal to Tsar 

but replacements less loyal in support of 

Russian monarchy. 

17th _ Italy: 6th Battle of Isonzo ends, their 

most successful to date; Greece: Bulgarians 

launch pre-emptive attack into Macedonia. 

Town of Florina falls next day & enemy 

forces pushed back to line along River 

Sturma;  

Romania: Government agrees to join war 

against Central Powers with aim of gaining 

territory.  

18th - North Sea: German High Seas Fleet 

launches what will be its final attack on 

Britain planning to shell port of Sunderland 

& lure Home Fleet into several groups of 

waiting U-boats. Thanks to intelligence 

gathered in Room 40, Admiral Jellicoe has 

already set sail to counter attack but British 

cruisers Nottingham & Falmouth torpedoed 

next day. British break off confrontation 

and enemy fleet heads for home ports; 

Germany: Coalminers in Ruhr region strike 

to protest against inflation & food shortages.  

20th – Mediterranean: U-boat U-35 returns 

to base at Cattaro following record-

breaking 25-day mission during which 54, 

mostly Italian ships, sunk. Her captain, 

Lothar von Arnauld de la Perière, will become 

most successful submarine ace of all time.  

27th – Romania: War declared on Austro-

Hungary & Transylvania invaded.  

28th – Italy: War declared on Germany.  

29th  - Germany: Marshal Paul von 

Hindenburg replaces General Erich von 

Falkenhayn as Chief of General Staff who 

has been criticized for failure at Verdun, 

German casualties being as high as French. 

General Eric Ludendorff appointed 

Hindenburg’s deputy with both men 

believing that a new strategy is needed on 

Western Front.  

31st – Germany: Hindenburg demands 

doubling of ammunition output by May 

1917 & requests three-fold increase in 

machine-gun & artillery production. He 

meets with leading industrialists to discuss 

armaments & manpower shortages and 

presses for immediate commencement of 

unrestricted submarine campaign.  

 

(To be continued) 
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CAPTAIN CHARLES FRYATT 

by David Humberston 
 

 

On 31st July 1916, British Prime Minister Herbert 

Asquith addressed the House of Commons with the 

following words: “I deeply regret to say that it appears 

to be true that Captain Fryatt has been murdered by the 

Germans. His Majesty's Government have heard with 

the utmost indignation of this atrocious crime against 

the laws of nations and the usages of war”. Four days 

earlier, after trial by court martial in Bruges Town 

Hall, Charles Algernon Fryatt, a 43 year old Captain 

of Great Eastern Railways Steamship S.S. Brussels, 

had been executed by firing squad within three hours 

of sentence being passed. Another Great War martyr 

had been created . . . 

 

Born in December 1872, Fryatt followed his father to 

Captain Charles Fryatt sea and in 1892 joined the Great Eastern Railway to 

serve aboard S.S. Ipswich. Promoted in 1913 to Master, he then began operating on the 

Rotterdam – Harwich cargo route. On 3rd March 1915, Fryatt, commanding S.S. 

Wrexham was attacked by a German U-boat. Electing to try and outrun the submarine, 

he ordered the deckhands to assist the firemen to attain all possible speed and, after a 

forty mile pursuit, reached the safety of Dutch waters, albeit with burnt funnels. He 

reported that had it not been for the good work put in by the Engineers and the men firing 

the boilers, he could not have escaped. His own pluck, however, was recognised and he 

was presented with a gold watch.   

 

Just over three weeks later, on 28th March, 

Fryatt, now captain of S.S. Brussels was 

ordered to stop by U-Boat U-33. Releasing 

escape was not possible, he ordered full 

steam ahead and proceeded to try to ram 

the U-Boat, which was forced to dive to 

escape. This was in accordance with 

instructions issued by none other than Sir 

Winston Churchill, First Lord of the 

Admiralty, to Captains of Merchant Ships 

following the German declaration of 

unrestricted submarine warfare. Once 

more Fryatt’s gallantry was rewarded, and 

a second watch was presented by The   
Admiralty.  Captain Fryatt’s second Watch, now held 

at The Imperial War Museum. 

Now known locally as “The Pirate Dodger”, Fryatt continued to run the U-Boat gauntlet 

without meeting any further mishap until his ninety-eighth trip on S.S. Brussels . On the 

night of 22nd June 1916, he sailed from Hook of Holland with both cargo and refugees  
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on-board. Fifteen minutes after briefly switching on her navigation lights to avoid 

collision with a mystery vessel, the S.S. Brussels was surrounded by a flotilla of nine 

German Destroyers. There seems little doubt that the Germans knew in advance that it 

was Fryatt’s vessel they were apprehending, although sources differ as to exactly how this 

was achieved.  Resistance was pointless and as Fryatt began to burn his Admiralty orders 

a crew of armed German seamen stormed the ship. The crew were rounded up and the 

S.S. Brussels brought to Bruge via Zeebrugge.  

 

With his First Mate, he was taken to the civilian Prisoner of War Camp at Ruhleben, the 

converted racecourse on the outskirts of Berlin. After enduring over three weeks of 

interrogation, Fryatt was taken to Bruges, where, on 27th July, in the Town Hall, he was 

brought before a Court Martial. The charges were as follows: Although he was not a 

member of a combat force, he made an attempt on 28th March 1915 to ram the German 

submarine U-33 near the Maas Lighthouse”.  At half-past-four in the afternoon, he was 

pronounced guilty and sentenced to be shot.  At 7.00 p.m. the Captain was taken to the 

outskirts of the city and executed. 

 

 

LEFT: The Captain Fryatt 

Memorial Plaque (now 

forming part of the War 

Memorial) at Liverpool 

Street Station, London. 

RIGHT: The now restored 

grave of Captain Fryatt at All 

Saints Churchyard in  

Dovercourt, near Harwich.  

COVER PHOTOGRAPH: A 

Silk Cigarette Card showing 

the portrait of Captain 

Fryatt 
 

 

In Great Britain, condemnation of this act rang loud and long. The Great Eastern 

Railway acted swiftly to secure the financial future of Fryatt’s widow and seven young 

children. A Memorial plaque was also unveiled at Liverpool Street Station, London, in 

1917. At the end of the War, his family approached the British Government to request 

that the body of the gallant Captain be repatriated. Permission was granted and on the 

afternoon of 7th July 1919 the destroyer H.M.S. Orpheus entered the port of Dover with 

Fryatt’s body on-board. The following morning his coffin was taken by train to London, 

where it was taken on a gun-carriage to a packed St Paul’s Cathedral for the funeral 

service. In the afternoon, the body was then taken by train to Dovercourt, where Captain 

Fryatt was finally laid to rest in the churchyard of All Saints Church.  

 

The body of Captain Charles Fryatt was one of only three repatriated after the Great 

War. The stories of the other two – Nurse Edith Cavell and the Unknown Warrior – are 

much better known and therefore remembered. The liberty of Great Britain has long 

depended on the freedom of the seas that surround it. Charles Fryatt knew that well and  

perished as a result of his attempts to defend it.   
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD 
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NEWARKE HOUSES 

MUSEUM, LEICESTER 

 

EXHIBITION AND EVENTS 

PROGRAMME 

 
Great War Handling Sessions 

As part of the nationwide commemorations 

of the beginning of the Battle of the Somme,  

come and find out about a soldier’s rations 

and kit. Also handle replica artifacts on the 

mental health and wellbeing of the soldiers 

Every Monday, 

18th July – 22nd August 2016 

10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon  

1.30 p.m. – 3.00 p.m. 
NO ADVANCE BOOKING REQUIRED 

 

 

HINCKLEY CALLING! 
 

Hinckley W.F.A. member Greg Drodz has contacted us with the following information: 

 

Please let the members of the Branch know that my research into the names on Hinckley 

War Memorial for the First World War is now available on the website of Hinckley and 

District Museum at hinckleydistrictmuseum.org.uk. After opening the website, please click 

on the "Nobody Told Us" icon. Of particular interest may be the "murder" of Flight 

Lieutenant Charles Palmer, the story of Togo Bolesworth, described as “the best soldier in 

the Leicestershire Regiment”, Arthur Beadsworth and George Warren of Leicester Fosse 

and of course a great deal more besides. The photos which appear are those which have 

survived within the families of descendants.  

 

Also, could you let the membership know that the "1916 - A year of Innovations" exhibition 

continues at Hinckley and District Museum, 18 Lower Bond Street, Hinckley until 31st 

October. The Museum is open every Monday in July and August, 11.00am to 3pm, Saturdays 

10am to 3.30pm and Sundays 2pm to 4.30pm. Entrance is only £1!  

 

The posting of the research onto the website is part of the Museum's commitment to the 

commemoration of 1914-1918 and shortly another piece of research will be on the website 

about Hinckley and the First World War – please watch this space! 
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THE BATTLE OF JUTLAND 

NOTABLE LOCAL LOSSES  

& THE ENSUING PROPOGANDA WAR 

by Roy-Anthony Birch 

 

Understandable as it is, in this month especially, for our thoughts to turn to sacrifices 

made on The Somme, I feel bound to pay further tributes to men who died in the clash of 

leviathans in the North Sea Battle whose Centenary we also mark this year.  Knowing of 

60 sons, either native or adopted, of Leicester/shire and Rutland who lost their lives, I 

offer biographical sketches of just two, to represent the rest.  Firstly, of Dr. John Sides 

Davies MacCormac, who went down with H.M.S. Black Prince shortly after midnight on 

1st June; the armoured cruiser succumbing to a concerted enemy bombardment and 

sinking with all hands; a compliment of 862 souls.  

  

John MacCormac enjoyed an impeccable pedigree as a medic.  His forebears included 

Sir William MacCormac (1836-1901), sometime President of The Royal College of 

Surgeons, who volunteered for service during the Franco-Prussian War and was official 

Consulting Surgeon to The South African Field Force during the Second Boer 

War.  Another relative was Sir William’s nephew, Dr. Henry MacCormac (1879-1950), 

whose expertise led to his being appointed Consultant Dermatologist to the B.E.F. and 

Medical Superintendent of The 25th General Hospital during the First World War, with 

the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

 

“Our” Jutland casualty, Dr. John MacCormac, was the oldest son of William and Mary 

MacCormac of Banbridge, County Down.  Born in 1873, he was tutored in medicine by a 

cousin, Dr. William Aylmer Lewin of Oswestry in Shropshire, before graduating from 

Edinburgh University in 1894   Now, with an impressive portfolio of qualifications, 

including a Licentiateship of The Royal College of Physicians, he straightway secured a 

local government appointment as an Honorary Doctor back in his native Ireland.  He 

moved to Leicester at around the turn of the 19th–20th centuries, his practice at Iveagh 

House, in the then village of Belgrave, seeming to have been a stepping-stone en route to 

London and perhaps to the realisation of greater professional rewards.  A long-standing 

interest in anesthesia - he was a published author on the subject, led to his appointment 

as anesthetist to The Royal Dental Hospital in London’s Leicester Square, a post he 

combined with lecturer on ambulance work to The London County Council and 

ambulance examiner of The Metropolitan Police. 
  
Dr. MacCormac had a life-long leaning towards the military, displaying qualities of 

leadership even as a youth.  He was said to have founded a troop and was a Captain in 

the Boy’s Brigade while still in Ireland, and became a trooper in the Oswestry Squadron 

of the Shropshire Yeomanry when aged 17.  He was a 2nd Lieutenant in the 1st Volunteer 

Bn. Leicestershire Regiment, c. 1902, when his chief medical priority would have been 

the care of his brother Robert, returned to Leicester having been severely wounded at 

Tiger’s Kloof, fighting the Boers.  Dr. John offered his services to The Admiralty within 

hours of the outbreak of the 1914 War and was commissioned Temporary Surgeon 

Lieutenant on 6th August.  His first posting, to H.M.S. Statesman in the Mediterranean,  
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preceded his transfer to H.M.S. Black Prince, herself stationed in the Med. prior to 

becoming part of the 1st Cruiser Squadron at Jutland. 

 

Dr. MacCormac was one of a party of officers and men of the Black Prince who visited 

the trenches at the Western Front and saw action at close quarters.  According to the 

Press, three of the company were awarded the D.S.M. for manning a machine-gun and 

holding the position after the regular crew had been killed or wounded.  The doctor 

subsequently gave a series of lectures to the Fleet, illustrated by slides made from 

photographs taken at the Front and shortly after the action. 

 

The doctor’s horizons extended well beyond medicine and the military.  He was said to 

be “a musician of no mean order”, playing the piano and the harp; the guitar and the 

banjo; often taking up the baton to conduct his ship - the Black Prince’s band.  His 

greatest amateur facility was with language: not quite a polyglot perhaps, but amply 

accomplished in French and especially in Armenian, the language chosen for his patient’s 

notes and diary “to ward off prying eyes”.  

 

 

H.M.S. Black Prince 

 

 Dr. MacCormac married well.  His bride, at a ceremony held in Grantham in 1900, being 

Genevieve Muriel, daughter of General Sir Charles MacGregor (1840-1887), who himself 

saw action in The Indian Mutiny of 1857-58 and in The Second Afghan War of 1878-

79.  There was apparently just one child from the marriage; a daughter, Joan, born in 

1909.  Tributes paid to her surgeon father in 1916, portray a figure who seems to have 

been genuinely liked and admired: one with “a sunny lovable nature; generous to a fault, 

and optimistic under the most pessimistic conditions”.   

 
Another of our adopted sons, lost at Jutland, was Robert Graham; born on 31st July 1884, 

a native of Camelon near Falkirk in Scotland.  He had lived in Leicester’s Highfields 

district for half-a-dozen or more years before he died in the epic battle of 31st May-1st 

June 1916.  Yet his name had featured in the footballing columns of the Falkirk press 

long before he came to Leicester, with a promising career developing under the watch of 

supporters and club scouts alike.  Robert rose steadily through the ranks, playing for  

outfits such as Camelon Juveniles and Falkirk Juniors, until he appeared for the Scottish  

Junior International side in the 1902-03 season.  He enjoyed success with Falkirk F.C. for 

some years thereafter, firstly in the Second Eleven and then with the First team in the  
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1904-5 and 1905-6 seasons, playing alongside a certain “Jocky” Simpson, evidently a 

winger of some renown. 

  

But an extended professional career seemed not to be in the offing.  Having completed an 

engineering apprenticeship with Messrs. Sharp & Sons, of Camelon, Robert entered The 

Royal Navy in his mid-twenties, c. 1909.  His initial posting to the armoured cruiser 

H.M.S. Roxburgh, preceded attendance at the Torpedo School in Portsmouth where he 

studied electricity and took the first steps towards his eventual rank of Electrical Artificer 

1st Class; service no. M/843.  In 1912, he was promoted to a senior position in the torpedo 

department of the battle cruiser H.M.S. Invincible on which he first saw action at the 

Battle of The Falkland Islands in December 1914, at what must be seen as Invincible’s 

finest hour.  Here, the Senior Service took its revenge for the loss of the Good Hope and  

the Monmouth at Coronel, just weeks before, duly disposing of Admiral von Spee’s 

mighty Scharnhorst and Gneisenau.  

 

It has been suggested that Robert moved to Leicester before joining the Navy, hoping to 

continue his footballing career with the old Leicester Fosse F.C.  Yet there seems to be no 

evidence to support the claim.  What is certain is that he married Ethel Benn, daughter 

of a pre-war director of the Fosse, at St Peter’s Church, Highfields on 24th March 1913.  It 

is especially sad to recall that both groom and best man later perished in the loss of the 

Invincible; the latter being fellow Electrical Artificer George James North; service no. 

M/1945. 

  

I end my Centenary tribute on a slightly lighter note with an item from The Leicester 

Mercury of Tuesday June 13th 1916, based on a report from the official war correspondent 

with the New Zealand forces.  It shows how the repercussions of the Battle provoked a 

propaganda war between the belligerents on the Western Front, irrespective of 

widespread uncertainty over the true outcome. 

 

NAVAL NEWS IN THE TRENCHES 
HOCH, HOCH, HOCH! 

  
A notable incident showing the eagerness of the German authorities to disseminate false news of 
their alleged victory in the North Sea Battle occurred on a section of the British Front.  With undue 
haste, and before the actual facts could be known, their soldiers in the firing line displayed a 
small hoarding above the parapet with the following notice painted in white letters on a red 
background: - “English defeat at sea.  Seven cruisers sunk; one damaged, 11 other craft sunk.  Hip 
Hip Harrah!”. 
  
This one-sided story was rather more than our men could stand, as they promptly put several 
bullets through the board.  Our soldiers were not supposed to reply to such bulletins, but the next 
day, when they received the news of the actual happenings, they could not resist hoisting details 
giving the actual losses on each side.  Their communiqué ending with “Hoch, Hoch, Hoch!”. 
  
After a few minutes our board was taken down; the Germans apparently having failed to take in 
its true significance, hoisted “Once more, Would you let us see the message?”.  With “Tommy” 
taking no notice of this, the Germans again anxiously signaled “We beg of you to show again the 
table of the Fleet”.  The eagerness of the enemy to learn the actual facts clearly indicated their 
suspicion that they had been misled by their own authorities. 
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    CONTACT US 
 

We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of 

previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always 

open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 

All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is 

always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that 

the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her 

associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend, 

condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via e-

mail, upon request.  Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact 

us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

 “We very much value your continued support” 
 

Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor) 

David Humberston (Branch Secretary) 
 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE. 

 

 

 
 

Wreaths at The Thiepval Memorial to the Missing 

July 2016 

(Photograph by Angela Hall) 
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