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EDITORIAL
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
Having returned from the Armistice commemorations in Ypres with faith in the British
ability to remember its War Dead restored, we were subsequently disappointed to receive
an email from Tiger reader Lynn Roffee advising us of the planned desecration of more
of our country’s heritage – a remarkable series of murals within the Royal Exchange
building in London.
Founded in 1565 by Tudor merchant and financier Thomas Gresham, of “Gresham
Street” fame, the Royal Exchange stands at the heart of the City, being flanked by
Cornhill and Threadneedle Street. The site was notably occupied by the Lloyd’s
Insurance market for nearly 150 years, but today it contains offices, luxury shops and
restaurants. From 1892, twenty four magnificent murals depicting scenes from history
were painted on the first-floor walls by leading artists of the time, running in sequence
and including four depicting scenes connected to the Great War. Two of these – Their
Majesties King George V and Queen Mary visiting the Battle Districts in France, 1917 and
National Peace Thanksgiving on the steps of St Paul’s Cathedral, 6th July 1919, both by
Frank O. Salisbury, appear on the cover of this Newsletter. A third, Women’s Work in the
Great War appears in Valerie’s article about the artist Lucy Kemp-Welch on pages 5 & 6,
whilst the fourth, Blocking of Zeebrugge Waterway, St George’s Day, 23rd April 1918, by
William Lionel Wyllie, is shown below.
Unbelievably, these wonderful tributes to our
history were under threat! If the development
proposals succeeded, these magnificent
paintings would be bisected by a mezzanine
floor and a 10 inch (25 centimetres) horizontal
section of each of the twenty four paintings
masked by a silicon seal where the new floor
meets the surface of the pictures. The lower
parts of the murals would then form the
background to luxurious retail space whilst
the upper parts would decorate an expensive
restaurant or bar. The intended views of the
murals would thus be obscured and another
piece of our artistic heritage vandalized!
Furthermore, the proposed technique of using
a silicon seal against the surface of the murals
was untested and considered likely to collect
dust and dirt, so that, as the mezzanine floor moves subtly with the shifting tensions of
the structure, an abrasive rubbing against the surface of the paintings would occur.
Finally, the respective shopkeepers would be free to place merchandise or other objects
in front of the pictures and there’d be no protection to prevent wear, accidental damage
or the actions of over-zealous cleaners. In short, if the proposed changes occured, damage
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would be unavoidable! There was also no doubt that the visual impact of the murals
would also be destroyed. The traditional view, shown below left, would be lost and
replaced by that shown on the right. Multiple the obscuring of the three murals depicted
by eight and the full scale of the changes becomes apparent.

Unsurprisingly, objections had rained down upon the heads of the instigators of this
madness until, shortly before the issue of this Newsletter, a further announcement
confirmed that the City of London’s Planning Officer has now inspected the murals and
recognised that the concerns voiced were legitimate. He informed the developer that he
would recommend the scheme for refusal which, in turn, has led to the developer
withdrawing the plans. Although the latter will likely come back with a revised plan, the
developer must now recognise that it needs to be one which treats London’s most
important series of murals sympathetically. Sanity prevails . . . for now!
Equally irritating, although without such dire consequences, is the preposterous decision
by football’s ruling body, F.I.F.A. to take disciplinary action against the England and
Scotland sides for wearing poppy armbands, observing a minute’s silence, playing the
Last Post and handing out T-Shirts adorned with poppies to spectators. Other than the
ridiculous statement that the wearing of poppies constituted a “political action”, the main
objection appear to be that other nations who also lost men in the same War chose not to
wear their emblems of remembrance in the same series of matches. Whilst I fully

respect the fredoms of speech and thought so dearly bought by the young men of our
Empire, I cannot resist offering the opinion that it is the other countries who should be
disciplined for their apparent apathy, rather than the England and Scotland XIs who
chose to remember!
D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.
Your Committee Members
are:

28th November 2016
BRANCH A.G.M.
Guest Speaker:
William Spencer

Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)
David Humberston
(Secretary)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Angela Hall
(Events)
Roy Birch
(Promotion & War Memorials)

“The Battle of The Somme:
A Review”

19th December 2016
Guest Speaker:
Jonathan Capewell
“Two Great War Officers of the
Leicestershire Regiment”

2017
30th January 2017
Guest Speaker:
Jim Walton
“A General’s Son”
Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com
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LUCY ELIZABETH KEMP-WELCH
WAR ARTIST AND LOVER OF HORSES
by Valerie Jacques
Born in Bournemouth in 1869, the eldest daughter of
Edwin Buckland Kemp-Welch, Lucy showed an early
excellence in art, exhibiting for the first time when she was
only 14 years old. Always fond of animals, she began to
prepare for her future career by taking anatomical lessons
from a local veterinary surgeon, a birthday present from
her mother. At the age of 19 she moved to Bushey,
Hertfordshire, to study at Hubert von Herkomer’s art
school. It was said that she lived in a little house so white
and green and old fashioned, that one could imagine Jane
Austen writing her novels there. She became one of
Herkomer's best and most favoured students and was able
to set up her own studio in an old former inn known as
'Kingsley' and took over the direction of the School in
Lucy Kemp-Welch
1905, running it until 1926. During this time she spent
several summers following Sanger's Circus illustrating the horses.
She herself became the owner of a horse of some note which had originally been gifted by
the Australians to Sir Robert Baden-Powell after the Boer War. Named “B.P.”, he had a
dangerous reputation but soon became devoted to his new mistress who rode him, hunted
with him and painted him as often as possible. Lucy believed in painting outdoors
whenever possible and would make numerous hasty oil sketches of her favourite equine
subjects which included the wild ponies on Exmoor, the last horse-launched lifeboat being

Forward The Guns (1917)
hauled into a rough sea, heavy working horses pulling felled timber and hard-working
farm horses trudging home at the end of the day. Her interest extended to the use of
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horses during the Great War and she exhibited Big Guns to the Front and The Leaders of
a Heavy Gun Team. Possibly her best known war painting is Forward the Guns (shown
above). For this picture, painted in 1917, she sat with her easel on Salisbury Plain while
eight batteries of horse artillery were driven towards her so that she could sketch the
general outline of their movement.
In 1921 she was engaged to paint a panel for
the Royal Exchange, London, entitled
“Women’s Work in the Great War”. It was
unveiled on 29th April 1924 by Princess
Mary, Viscountess Lascelles, in the
presence of the Lord Mayor of London and
a number of prominent people associated
with the City. In this, as in all her work, she
sought the actual, making studies from
many directions with her ever practical eye
on the subject matter. The picture suggests
the broad outlines of the part women played
in taking the place of men during the war.
Set against a background of sea and sky,
with warships and aircraft, are men in
uniforms going off to the front leaving ten
figures each representative of women
taking up the tools that the men have just
laid down. A gift of the Empress Club, the
picture fills the last panel in the ambulatory
thus completing a notable series of
historical paintings there.
“Women’s Work in the Great War”

Mr. C. Williamson Milne, Chairman of the club, spoke for the donors: “When war broke
out in August 1914 few of us dreamt of the magnificent reserve of fortitude and sheer ability
which existed in the womanhood and girlhood of Great Britain. The importance of
mobilising the forces of womanhood for patriotic service soon became apparent and once
the call was made the number of volunteers exceeded all expectations.”
The Empress Club had association with war work through the Emergency Voluntary Aid
Committee which had been formed there during the first month of the war. Started as a
simple work-room, it soon provided a constant stream of items required at the Front not
least of which were thousands of tin baths and hot water heaters for use by the troops.
They were sent as far afield as Palestine and Mesopotamia as well as the Western Front.
As well as her preferred paintings of horses, Lucy Kemp-Welch painted other animals,
flowers, and landscapes and she is also remembered for her illustrations in the 1915
edition of Anna Sewell's Black Beauty. Having first exhibited at the Royal Academy in
1894, she continued for nearly 50 years, often showing two large pictures each year. She
died in hospital in Watford in 1958 aged 88.
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YOUR BRANCH REMEMBERS
Remembering our Glorious Dead is a fundamental part of Branch activities every November
and members may wish to know that wreaths were laid on behalf of the Branch at both the
Menin Gate at Ypres and at Oakham Memorial, as shown below:

David Humberston, Angela Hall &
Valerie Jacques at the Poppy Parade,
Ypres. Angela would later lay the
Branch Wreath at the Menin Gate.

Brian Smith at
Oakham War Memorial.
The Branch wreath is visible
on the left

“Friends of Flanders Tours” Pilgrims at Dickebusch New Military Cemetery, near Ypres.
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THE BELLS OF ST GEORGE’S
Many of our members who regularly visit the battlefields of the Western Front will
doubtless have included a visit to St George’s Memorial Church in Ypres as part of their
itinerary. Some of you may also have been able to attend the Armistice Morning Service
held there every 11th November. By next November, however, it is hoped that a peal of
bells will be able to summon pilgrims to worship. The following extracts from a recent
article in the “Daily Telegraph” explains:
Opened on Palm Sunday in 1929, the Church was
designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield and called St
George’s Memorial Church. Amongst the residents
of Ypres it became known as the “English Church”
and is even recognised in Belgian Law as a Church
of England Parish. But the old brick church tower
lacked that most English of sounds; a peal of
church bells. Funding ran out before they could be
made.
Now a group of English bell-ringers plan to install
a full peal of eight bells, the first of its kind in
Belgium. They will be sounded to remember not just
the 500,000 who fell all along the Western Front
commemorated here, but the 1,368 bell-ringers
killed during the First World War.
The appeal is being led by Alan Regin, steward of
the rolls of honour for the Central Council of
Church Bell Ringers, who for the past 25 years, has been researching the lives of the fallen
bell-ringers from the Great War. “It is a peculiarly English thing in an area where the
British fought so hard”.
The new bells are being cast by John Taylor & Co of Loughborough - one of only two
specialist manufacturers left in Britain, and will consist of eight bells, the heaviest a tenor
weighing a quarter of a ton. The overall cost of the project will be £195,000 and, despite
launching the appeal only a few weeks ago, £66,000 has already been raised. It is hoped the
bells will be in place for Armistice 2017.
11th November is a national holiday in Belgium and the morning service at St George’s is
ticket-only. Alan Regin reminds us that to have the church bells ringing out will be the most
powerful of tributes. “When you hear those chimes, you think: we will remember them”.
Our thanks go to WFA members Teddy Noyes and Malcolm Smith and The Friends of St.
George’s Memorial Church, Ypres, for bringing this appeal to our attention. More
information and donation details can be found at www.bells4stgeorges.org The “Daily
Telegraph” article was written by Joe Shute and published on 6th November 2016.
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

DECEMBER 1916
1st – Greece: Government refuses Entente and heavy rains slow British advance.
demands; Romania: Government abandons 15th – France: French attack northeast of
capital, Bucharest, and moves to Jassy.
Verdun and Germans forced away from key
3rd – Britain: First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir positions including Forts Douaumont &
Henry Jackson, resigns and is replaced by Vaux effectively ending main battle
Sir John Jellicoe.
although fighting continues into 1917.
th
5 – Britain: Prime Minister Herbert Losses enormous – 360,000 French &
Asquith resigns as head of coalition 336,000 Germans and German plan to
government; Germany: Auxiliary Service destroy French Army at little cost has failed.
Law comes into effect and all males between 19th – Britain: Prime Minister David Lloyd
17 & 60 ordered to work in war-related George makes his first speech and rejects
recent peace proposals stating “We shall put
industries.
6th - Romania – German Field Marshal our trust rather in an unbroken army than in
August von Mackensen makes triumphant broken faith” and Government decides to
entry into Bucharest following three day institute National Service.
truce to allow Romanians to evacuate. 21st – Egypt: Australian and New Zealand
Romanian forces retreat to northeast in mounted units force Turks to abandon their
direction of their border with Russia and positions around El-Arish.
worsening weather slows German advance. 26th – France: General Joseph Joffre
7th – Britain: Liberal David Lloyd George promoted to rank of Marshal.
accepts King’s offer of post of Prime 27th - France: General Ferdinand Foch
made chief military adviser to French
Minister and First Lord of Treasury.
th
11 - Salonika/Serbia: French General government.
Maurice Sarrail, nominally commander of 29th – Somme: General Sir Douglas Haig
all forces operating in theatre, ordered to completes his report on the prolonged battle
cease all offensive operations and place and claims that British have fought half the
forces in winter quarters. Monastir remains German Army, taken 38,000 prisoners and
captured 125 artillery pieces of various
under frequent artillery fire.
th
12 – France: General Joseph Joffre calibres.
replaced by General Robert Nivelle, the 30th - Britain: British & Chinese
hero of Verdun, and General Ferdinand Governments conclude agreement for
Foch replaced by General Louis Franchet employment of Chinese labour in France.
d’Esperey. Foch goes into semi-retirement 31st – Britain: General Sir Douglas Haig
but soon returns to active service; promoted to rank of Field Marshal;
Germany: Government sends “peace note” Atlantic: Following a successful month,
to various powers allied against her which German submarines credited with sinking
is rejected as “empty & insincere” on 30th. 167 vessels of which 70 belong to neutral
13th – Mesopotamia: British commander, countries; Russia: Monk and mystic Grigori
General Sir Frederick Maude, begins Yefimovich Rasputin, who many believe has
offensive along River Tigris with 48,000 untoward influence on royal family,
men, 170 artillery pieces, 24 aircraft and particularly Tsarina Alexandra and
numerous armed river steamers. Turks haemophiliac Tsarevich Alexei, is murdered
muster 20,000 troops and 70 artillery pieces by a group of nobles in Petrograd.
(To be continued)
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

NOW AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT BRANCH MEETINGS
WHILE STOCKS LAST

The Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and
Rutland Army Cadet Force have produced an
educational video on the life of Khudadad Khan,
shown left, the first Indian recipient of the Victoria
Cross in the Great War. Khan was the sole
surviving member of a machine gun team who
fought to the bitter end on the outskirts of
Hollebeke village, near Ypres, on 31st October 1914.
The aim of the video was to introduce the concept
of the Empire (now Commonwealth) contribution
to the War and was created by the Ulverscroft
Road, Leicester detachment, who fittingly have the
largest number of ethnic varieties amongst their
cadets
Viewers will notice Major Phil Watson, a regular
Branch attendee and speaker, appearing amongst
the cast. The video can be viewed at
https://vimeo.com/185644898 and is free for use by
any reader for educational purposes.
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INFORMATION SOUGHT!
Mr Dave King of Leicester is researching the role of the

CHURCH LADS BRIGADES IN THE GREAT WAR
The Brigade contributed two Service Battalions of the King's Royal Rifle Corps whose
members were comprised entirely of past and present members of the Church Lads'
Brigade. If anyone can provide information on either individual Brigades or
individuals who served in them, please contact Dave on 0780 0746121 or email him on
dave1960king@hotmail.com
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WITH THE CROIX ROUGE FRANCAISE
AT VERDUN
by Roy-Anthony Birch
Although the battles of The Somme and Verdun were strategically linked and are now
incised on the collective memory, the symbolism of the latter is arguably of even greater
importance to the French than the former is to the British. While The Somme should
properly be regarded as an Allied operation, Verdun was entirely a French affair and
delivered the only major exclusively French victory of the 20th century. The survival of
an ancient fortified city on the River Meuse, south-east of The Somme, came to symbolize
nothing less than the survival of a nation.
The offensive was conceived by
the Chief of the German
General Staff, Erich von
Falkenhayn; quintessentially
Prussian – grim of countenance
and supposedly implacable, but
said to be indecisive when the
heat was on. Never had the
heat exceeded the intensity of
the German’s opening barrage
in the prelude to what became
the longest battle of the entire
1914-18 War, lasting until the
week before Christmas 1916.
French Infantry on the Battlefields of Verdun
Falkenhayn’s aim was not simply to deplete the French forces as such, but to shatter his
enemy’s morale through relentless pounding of his defences; bombarding him both
physically and psychologically to death. Although the initial strategy is often
characterised as “artillery heavy and infantry light”, it is grossly misleading to represent
it in such terms. For casualties overall were unprecedented and literally incalculable.
By the time of Germany’s defeat at Verdun in December, Falkenhayn had been dismissed
and the architect of France’s victory, Philippe Pétain, dubbed “The Saviour of Verdun”,
had been promoted and replaced. No fewer than nine local villages had been completely
obliterated, never to be rebuilt, leaving barely a scar on the viscerated landscape.
This “TIGER” article stems from a contribution to the June 1916 edition of The
Wyggestonian, the journal of Leicester’s former grammar school, with the original
written by an unnamed ex-pupil – otherwise referred to below as “the writer” or “the
correspondent”, serving with the motor transport section of The French Red Cross.
While The Wyggestonian article offers more than a glimpse into the hardships of active
service, there is scarcely a hint of the savagery and raw brutality of war. Although the
original was centred on a letter to the correspondent’s father, one senses that it was
written half in the expectation of its being forwarded to his alma mater and deliberately
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“censored” by the writer rather than by the journal’s editors; thus shielding young
readers from the most graphic scenes. Even as published, it exceeded 1,700 words. And
who, in any case or for the most part, had the skill even to begin to convey that which
largely defied description; to evoke the desperate intensity of fighting at its closest
quarters say, or its gruesome aftermath in the literal picking up of pieces from corpsestrewn battlefields? One who clearly felt unequal to the task in spite of being a literary
rising star was W. Somerset Maugham (1874-1965), whose wartime duties doubtless
exposed him to sights and sounds of suffering akin to those experienced by our Old
Wyggestonian, serving in a broadly similar capacity in the field.
Maugham had first trained and become qualified at London’s St. Thomas’ Hospital in
the 1890s and was widely acknowledged as a promising novelist and playwright well
before the First World War. By 1914 he was seriously contemplating marriage, albeit
against his better judgement, and he observed that it was not only his personal affairs
that were approaching “the point of disaster” in that increasingly traumatic year. In
August, and in spite of what he called “my advanced age”; many, of course, were older,
forty-year–old Maugham volunteered for service with an ambulance unit attached to the
Red Cross and was on the Western Front before the year was out. Looking back, he
wrote “I had seen men and women facing death when I studied medicine. But it had not
prepared me for what I saw when I got to Flanders. I was employed, not as a doctor, but as
a stretcher-bearer and orderly, and with my languages – (he was equally fluent in French
and German) as an interpreter. This meant that I was in close proximity to those whose
limbs and more had been shattered by bullets and Shrapnel. The suffering of these poor
men was so dreadful that I felt it beyond my powers to write about it except in my journal. It
transcended fiction”. Reader; if you remember nothing else; - remember this: that even
some of the most gifted writers found what they had witnessed “transcended fiction”.
Returning to our Old Wyggestonian, his letter of 12th
March evidently followed another in which he
informed his father of his arrival in the vicinity of
Verdun on Wednesday February 21st 1916; the very
opening day of the Titanic struggle. His ambulance
unit was actually in Verdun by 2 a.m. on the 26th, the
day after the downfall of what the French had long
thought of as the invincible fortress of Douaumont and
the calling out of near retirement of General Pétain to
command the French Army. With men of the unit
bedding down “on stretchers in a barracks” in the small
hours of the 26th, at 5 a.m. “we were wakened suddenly
by a French battery just behind our barracks opening
fire over our heads. The noise was terrific, but a few
Fort Douaumont, 1916
minutes got us used to it. Our job there was to empty the
barracks which had been turned into a hospital for the wounded, taking some by road to
nearby hospitals and others to the railway station for dispatch to a hospital some 35 miles
away”.
The correspondent’s first taste of enemy shellfire came later that morning but did little
harm. Greater by far was his frustration at being unable to make real progress through
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an inordinate amount of traffic on manifestly inadequate roads; a far from negligible
cause of loss of both men and material throughout the battle. “The roads were congested
beyond anything you have ever seen; by columns of heavy transport wagons – horse and
motor, batteries of 75.5 ammunition caissons, troops in thousands, and all the impedimenta
of a huge army. It took us until 4 p.m. to do the 35 miles, as all the enormous traffic had
only about 12 feet of practicable road to go on. Here, the mud was ankle deep, but about 2
feet to either side of the road it was so much worse that if a car got pushed into it, there the
car stuck”.
Although I cannot be certain, there
can be little doubt that the writer’s
difficulties were encountered mainly
on what became known as “La Voie
Sacrée” – “The Sacred Way”, the only
local road of any significance, leading
from the railhead at Bar-le-Duc via
Souilly to Verdun itself. Neither can
one avoid a comparison with the
legendary Menin Road out of Ypres;
the vital artery giving on to the
La Voie Sacrée
battlefields of the Salient, just as the
Voie Sacrée led men to the Calvary of Verdun. Again, the comparison is apt, with one
observer likening vehicles traversing The Voie at night to “the folds of some voluminous
serpent” in running the gauntlet of incessant German shells.
With his compliment of wounded duly ensconced elsewhere, our Old Wyggestonian now
took stock of his “first experience of real war”. Having been forced up a side road to make
way for artillery columns, “for about an hour I watched battery after battery pass along the
road until the chief of a British Red Cross convoy said they were not going any further, so
we all manoeuvered our cars to one side of the road and turned into them on stretchers for
the night”. On returning to base, he found that the barracks had been cleared of wounded
and largely abandoned. The enemy had located the battery behind it and opened
fire. French batteries responded in kind, “blazing away all round”, while four enemy
aircraft circled overhead, possibly to confirm the target, only to be subjected to the fury
of French anti-aircraft cannonades until they were either chased or simply went away.
Back on the ground, the writer witnessed a pathetic incident: “I saw a man shot within a
few yards of me. He was a slightly wounded man who was being taken away. Somehow he
managed to fire his own rifle and the bullet passed clean through his head, killing him
instantly. It caused no excitement; a stretcher was fetched in a few minutes and the body
was removed”. Shortly thereafter, the ambulance unit was transferred to another
barracks and the writer described the setting: “It was a big room with many of the windows
broken, straw all over the floor, and I soon found there were rats in the place. We stuck the
holes up with paper soaked in paraffin and were not troubled by them, nor did we find any
livestock. I was able to get my first wash for two days in the barrack washroom in a kind of
horse trough arrangement, and slept fairly well”.
TO BE CONTINUED
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CONTACT US
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always
open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that
the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her
associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend,
condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via email, upon request. Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact
us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

The Branch Wreath at the Menin Gate, Ypres
(Photograph by Paul Bardell)
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