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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
As the year progresses, the anniversaries continue to arrive! In May 1917 the citizens of nearby
Nottingham were dismayed to learn that their “local hero”, Captain Albert Ball of the Royal
Flying Corps, had been posted as “Missing”. Ball had disappeared during a patrol on 7th May
and his family were made aware of the situation two days later. Not until the end of the month
did the German authorities confirm that Ball had been killed on the 7th and had subsequently
been buried close to where he had fallen.
Ball was widely mourned: his solo assaults on groups of German aircraft had earned him both
the respect of his colleagues and a considerable collection of gallantry awards. At the time of
his death at the tender age of 20, he had accounted for 45 enemy aircraft and held three D.S.O’s,
a Military Cross the French Croix de Guerre and the Russian Order of St George. One month
later, a posthumous Victoria Cross and the French Legion D’Honneur were also announced.
Tributes were many: Maurice Baring, A.D.C. to General Trenchard, wrote in his diary: We got
news that Ball is missing. This has cast a gloom through the whole Flying Corps. He was not
only perhaps the most inspiring pilot we have ever had, but the most modest and engaging
character. Trenchard himself described Ball as one of the most daring, skillful and successful
pilots the Flying Corps has ever had and his loss would be felt not only by his Squadron, but
by the whole Flying Corps.
On 8th September 1921,
Ball was honoured in his
home town with the
unveiling of a memorial in
the
grounds
of
Nottingham Castle, whilst
the Museum of the
Sherwood
Foresters,
housed inside the Castle,
holds a considerable
collection
of
Ball
memorabilia,
currently
enhanced with extra
exhibits to commemorate
the centenary of his death.
The
family
would
continue to suffer, with
Albert Ball
Ball Memorial,
Ball’s younger brother,
Nottingham Castle
Cyril, also a pilot in the
Royal Flying Corps, ending the Great War as a P.O.W. whilst their nephew, Albert Anderson
(son of Albert’s sister, Lois) was killed in September 1943 when his Spitfire’s engine failed
over the Mediterranean and he was forced to bale out at too low an altitude for his parachute
to operate. His body was never recovered and Albert Junior is commemorated on the El
Alamein Memorial to the Missing in Egypt.
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Albert Ball, however, rests in the Annoeullin
Communal Cemetery, German Extension, amidst
hundreds of his former foes beneath a headstone
erected by his father in the aftermath of the War.
Many of Ball’s comrades, of course, lie beneath the
standard headstones of Portland Stone erected by the
Imperial War Graves Commission in the 1920’s and
30’s. A fortnight after Ball’s demise, on 21st May
1917, the Imperial War Graves Commission (IWGC)
was established by Royal Charter, with the Prince of
Wales (the future King Edward VIII) serving as
President and Sir Fabian Ware, the driving force
behind the organization, as Vice-Chairman.
At the outbreak of the War, Ware had tried to join the
British Army, but, at the age of 45, he was rejected as
being too old to fight. Nevertheless, he used his
Grave of Captain Albert Ball,
influence to obtain command of a mobile ambulance
Annouellin.
unit provided by the British Red Cross. He soon
became aware of the lack of any official means to record the graves of the fallen and quickly
established the Graves Registration Commission to rectify the situation.
Officially recognized in 1915, the Graves Registration
Commission was placed under the control of the British Army
and, with the front line largely stabilized, the work was able to
proceed and Ware quickly established his principles for
commemorating the fallen when permanent cemeteries could be
constructed. All the fallen, regardless of rank or social standing,
would be treated in the same manner and rest beneath a
headstone of standard design. Additionally, no further
exhumations for reburial at home would be permitted. A meeting
of the Imperial Heads of State in April 1917 provided Ware with
the opportunity to place his work on a more solid foundation.
The creation of a permanent statutory organisation, Ware
argued, would not only assuage the growing demand for the
Sir Fabian Ware.
suitable, official recognition of the dead but also allow the establishment of a governmentfinanced fund to ensure the maintenance of the cemeteries in a sympathetic manner regardless
of profitability. His arguments were accepted and the Imperial War Graves Commission came
into being . . .
The scale of his task was immense, but no-one who has ever visited any of these Cemeteries,
or the subsequent Memorials to the Missing can surely argue that the care lavished on our fallen
is not of the highest quality. After commemorating the dead of a further conflict, the name may
have changed, but the standards remain unaltered. Happy 100th Birthday, Commonwealth War
Graves Commission!
D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
(Approx..)

Your Committee Members
are:
David Humberston
Chairman
& Speakers List

22nd May 2017
Guest Speaker:
Dave Dunham

Valerie Jacques
Secretary
& Newsletter Editor

“Sniping in the Great War”

Paul Warry
Treasurer, Vice Chairman
& Website
Angela Hall
Events

26th June 2017
Guest Speaker:
Keith Jackson

Roy Birch
Promotion
& War Memorials

“Take Only Photographs,
Leave Only Memories: A Visit to
the Salonika Front”

Your County Town Representatives
are:
Greg Drozdz (Hinckley)
David & Karen Ette (Loughborough)
Derek Simmonds (Melton Mowbray)

31st July 2017
Guest Speaker:
Adam Prime

Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com
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“India’s Great War”

THE LIONS RETURN!
By David Humberston
Australian troops first arrived to serve in the Ypres Salient in August 1916. Their participation
and subsequent sacrifice during the Battles of Messines (June 1917) and Passchendaele (July
– November 1917) resulted in some 14,200 Australian fatalities, approximately half of whom
lie to this day in unidentified graves in Belgian soil. These “Missing” are, of course,
commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres, a focal point of Australian
Remembrance on the Western Front.
As many of our readers may know,
two stone Lions, each holding a
shield bearing the town coat of
arms, had stood on either side of the
Menin Gate since 1862, when the
original “gate” was demolished and
a wider causeway constructed
through the town ramparts.
Like the rest of Ypres, the two lions
suffered considerable damage
during the constant German artillery
The Menin Gate Lions, pre 1914.
shelling of the town, one losing a
leg and its shield whilst only the head and shoulders of the second survived. It is believed the
remnants of the lions lay buried amongst the rubble of the Menin Gate until 1920, when they
“re-appeared” in the ruins of the Cloth Hall. In the early 1930s they were moved to the yard of
a local stonemason.
In the spring of 1936, the Mayor of Ypres, received a
request from the Australian authorities to donate the two
lions to the newly established Australian War Memorial in
Canberra. In June of that year the Ypres Town Council
approved the request and on 30th July, the two Lions left
Ypres by train en route to their new home. The Australian
War Memorial was inaugurated on ANZAC Day 1939,
but, due to the Second War, was not opened to the public
until 11th November 1941. In one of the corridors, the less
damaged lion flanked the painting entitled The Menin Gate
at Midnight by Will Longstaff, which attendees of my talk
in February may recall. The other, more damaged lion was
not displayed.
In 1985, the decision was made to restore both of the Lions
and the work was carried out during 1987 and 1988. The
missing pieces were added in such a way that they could
clearly be identified and in December 1988 the restored
statues were placed on either side of the Memorial’s main
5

The Lions in the
Stonemason’s Yard

entrance. In 1993, to mark the 75th anniversary of the Armistice, the body of an unknown
Australian soldier was exhumed from Adelaide Cemetery, near Villers-Bretoneux in France,
and returned to Australia to be reinterred in the Memorial’s Hall of Memory. The ceremony
took place on Armistice Day and subsequently the two Menin Gate Lions have stood guard at
the entrance to the tomb, as shown below.

However, to mark the centenary of the Australian actions around the Ypres Salient, the Lions
have now temporarily returned to their original home, to stand on two temporary brick plinths
in front of the Menin Gate. They were officially unveiled during the Last Post Ceremony on
the evening of 24th April 2017 (the eve of ANZAC Day) and they will remain until Armistice
Day in November, after which they will be returned to Australia.

In heraldry a lion traditionally symbolises bravery, nobility, strength and valour, all attributes
displayed in abundance by the Australians forces in 1917. How fitting, therefore, that the
original “guardians” of the Menin Gate return home to stand once more as sentinels in
commemoration of this most auspicious of anniversaries . . .
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

JUNE 1917
2nd – London: Mass investiture held in Hyde
Park during which King George V gives
decorations to Commander Sir Edward R
Evans and heroes of HMS Broke for their
defeat of six German destroyers; Western
Front: Canadian fighter ace Billy Bishop
carries out single handed attack on German
airfield for which he will be awarded a VC.
3rd – Italy: Protectorate proclaimed over
independent Albania.
4th – Britain: King George V establishes The
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire
(OBE) to fill gaps in the British honours
system; Russia: General Aleksy Brusilov
replaces General Mikhail Alekseev as
Commander-in-Chief although it is clear that
army deteriorating.
7th/14th – Belgium: Field Marshall Sir Douglas
Haig’s BEF launches attack against German
troops holding high ground of Messines Ridge.
He plans to stage major offensive between
North Sea and River Lys. German defences
under constant artillery barrage from 2,000
guns for 17 days and, shortly prior to British
infantry advance, 19 huge underground mines
explode. Allied troops drawn from General Sir
Herbert Plumer’s second army capture ridge in
a day’s fighting at a cost of 17,000 casualties
paving way for Third Battle of Ypres
(Passchendaele). Germans suffer 25,000
casualties of whom 7500 and this is first time
enemy losses exceed those of British.
8th – Italy: Tenth Battle of the Isonzo ends –
Italian losses total 157,000 men, AustroHungary 75,000.
12th – Greece: King Constantine I, brother-inlaw of the Kaiser, abdicates. His second son
Alexander becomes the new king and appoints
Elefthérios Kyriákou Venizélos as Prime
Minister. Allied forces now allowed to move
into Thessaly.

13th – Britain: Fourteen enemy long-range
Gotha bombers attack central London in broad
daylight killing 104 and wounding over 400.
Anti-aircraft defences improved forcing
Gothas to mount future attacks in darkness;
Hooley Hill Rubber and Chemical Works at
Ashton-under-Lyme catches fire and explodes.
Factory engaged in TNT production and is
completely destroyed. 43 killed and much of
surrounding area left devastated.
14th – Britain: Admiralty approves plan for
convoying of merchant ships.
17th – Britain: Zeppelin L48 shot down over
Theberton village in Suffolk by Flight
Commander Robert Saundby, 37 Squadron
RFC, during a bombing raid aimed at London.
17 crew members killed. Saundby becomes an
ace with this win and is awarded a Military
Cross; France - Portuguese troops in action for
the first time.
19th – France: General Arthur Currie appointed
to command Canadian Corps, the first and only
Canadian soldier to occupy the post, and under
whom the Canadians would cement their
reputation as an elite assault formation.
21st – Ukraine: Mutiny breaks out in Russian
Black Sea fleet at Sevastopol.
23rd – Austria: Dr Ernest Ritter von Seidler
appointed Prime Minister.
24th – France: US General John “Black Jack”
Pershing lands with first contingent of
American Expeditionary Force. Other units
will follow totalling 180,000 by year end.
27th – Greece: War declared on Central Powers.
29th – Britain: Government replaces
commander of its forces in Egypt, General Sir
Archibald Murray, with General Sir Edmund
Allenby. Murray’s failure to cut through
Turkish forces holding Gaza-Beersheba line
has brought about his downfall. Allenby
ordered to “take Jerusalem by Christmas”.
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YOUR BRANCH AT WORK . . .
As always, your Branch remains committed to promoting our cause throughout our counties
wherever possible. To this aim, the Committee has approached certain members residing in
some of the principal towns of Leicestershire to act as “County Town Representatives” and
keep the Committee informed of any events planned to take place in which the Branch could
advertise, participate or promote.
We are pleased to announce that Greg Drozdz (for Hinckley), David & Karen Ette
(Loughborough) and Derek Simmonds (Melton Mowbray) have agreed to act in this capacity.
The Branch continues to remains active around Leicester and has attended the ANZAC Day
commemorations organised by the Friends of Welford Road Cemetery on the morning of 25 th
April. Also present this year was a contingent of members of the Leicestershire Branch of The
Britain – Australia Society, led by Chairman Barry Wilford.

Valerie Jacques lays the Branch Wreath
(Photograph by Anthony Doyle)

Barry Wilford and Valerie Jacques
before the Cross of Sacrifice.

As a friend and former colleague of Valerie’s, Barry was delighted to learn from her of the
existence of the Service and was pleased to attend. Here we see an excellent example of the
W.F.A. mantra of “Explore, Learn, Share” in operation, with the Branch gaining goodwill from
another Association. It was pleasing to see so many of our members in attendance, whilst others
also present were standard bearer, Roy Sherwin, and Bugler, Bobby Crick from Rushden,
Northamptonshire, who has kindly accepted an invitation to attend our commemorations for
Private Archibald Toach at Belgrave Cemetery on Sunday, 7th July.
The importance of events such as these is not to be underestimated and it is hoped that the
Branch profile can be further raised further by the very welcome participation in our efforts to
“spread the word” by our new County Town Representatives.
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS
An Open Day for viewing the Memorials has been arranged
for
SATURDAY
27th MAY 2017
at
The Chancel,
Rear of All Saints Church,
Highcross Street, Leicester
from 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Further information is available from Project Director,
Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on
denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk.

SUNDAY
4th JUNE 2017
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . .
LETTERS FROM BAGHDAD
A documentary bio-pic
on the life of Gertrude Bell

Friday, 19th May 2017 –
Tuesday 23rd May 2017
Phoenix Theatre,
4 Midland Street
Leicester, LE1 1TG
See www.phoenix.org.com for details

Military History Live
Adult Education Centre,
Belvoir Street, Leicester.

Saturday, 24th June 2017

WFA Branch Evening at:
The Masonic Chapel,
Freemason’s Hall
Devonshire Place
80 London Road,
Leicester,
LE2 0RA
Wednesday,
19th July 2017

An evening event in the Masonic Chapel, a
spectacularly decorated room not usually open to
the public which houses the War Memorial to the
Freemasons of Leicester who fought in the Great
War.

Further details to be announced
JONATHAN VARLEY & DAVID HUMBERSTON WILL BE
DELIVERING TALKS
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CASTLE HOWARD EXHIBITION
Greg Drozdz , our County Town Representative for Hinckley has provided the following
for our information:
I was recently at Castle Howard in Yorkshire and there is an exhibition called "Duty Calls".
It features the Howard family at war and their estate workers as well. One of the latter was
Captain James Thornburn Mitchell of the 7th Battalion Leicestershire Regiment. He was an
orphan taken under the wings of the Howard family and worked in the estate office as a
Clerk of Arms. The exhibition includes mementos associated with him. He was killed
accidentally according to the CWGC and is buried in Bethune Town Cemetery.
Anyone in the vicinity of Castle Howard this summer might be interested in a visit. The
exhibit also harks back the Howards (the Dukes of Norfolk) at the Battle of Bosworth.
Further details of the exhibition can be found on www.castlehoward.co.uk .
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NOT AT ALL A WELSHMAN, NOT ALTOGETHER A POET,
BUT ALMOST ALWAYS EDWARD THOMAS
by Roy-Anthony Birch
To think of Edward Thomas purely as “a War Poet” does him a great disservice, not least in
overlooking his extensive pre-1914 literary output: essays and literary criticism, on the poet
Algernon Swinburne, for example, with wide-ranging travelogues and a book on British
flowers. Moreover, to think of him as a prosaic purveyor of the English idyll is to misread his
wartime verses; to miss the subtlety of work in which a love of nature and rural landscapes and
the pathos of loss and suffering are so poignantly combined.

Edward Thomas

Although his father, Philip Henry Thomas, was very much a
Welshman - from Tredegar, his scrivener son was born in
Lambeth, south London, on 3rd March 1878. Christened
Philip Edward Thomas, he attended St. Paul’s Boys School
in Hammersmith before entering Lincoln College Oxford
and gaining a B.A. 2nd-Class, in history in 1900. His refusal
to emulate his father through the “security” of a civil service
career became a festering sore between the younger and the
older man, for whom literary pursuits were habitually cited
as evidence of the son’s irresponsibility. Add to this the
heaping of accusations of indolence and cowardice, and little
wonder then the aspiring writer spent much of his adulthood
seeking his true self.

The publication of a book of essays during his Oxford time seems to have done little for his
self-esteem and may indeed be said to have set him on a road that fuelled his frustration as a
writer. Ever a restless and introspective soul, his insularity made him a broadly uncongenial
companion, not least for his wife Helen, née Noble, and their children: Mervyn, Bronwen, and
Myfanwy. Not for their father the stifling repression of the domestic hearth. Open country
was his sanctuary - the more open the better, and cycling and walking were his great
release. Not, as some have suggested, a flight from responsibilities, but, as I see it, a
determined quest for space and quietude in which to discover an authentic literary voice. The
influence of the American poet Robert Frost (1874-1963), famed for his poem The Road Not
Taken, was crucial to this discovery. By far the closest that Thomas came to finding a soulmate, his wife Helen notwithstanding, Frost pointed to the poetic qualities in Thomas’s prose
which duly became the springboard for an abundance of late-flowering poetry.
The subtlety of what I prefer to call Thomas’s “wartime” verses has occasioned the comment
that he “wrote few war poems”. Superficial assertions such as this could come only from those
looking for the often lurid, quasi tabloid, imagery of Wilfred Owen, say, hearing “the blood
come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs”, or perhaps from those too readily appeased by
“Mad Jack”, Siegfried Sassoon’s characteristically acerbic side-swipes at “scarlet Majors” who
“speed glum heroes up the line to death”. Vivid as such lines are, and awarded something akin
to iconic status in some circles, they are not the only lens through which to view the complex
and diverse impact of the First World War. Neither, to be fair, might their authors have intended
them to be. What might be seen as their comparatively narrow, even blinkered view, by no
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means invalidates the work. But theirs was far from being the sole perspective.
Thomas’s responses to the conflict are almost invariably more oblique and hardly ever overtly
angry. Seldom if ever does he speak to us directly from the trenches, again, unlike Owen with
the immediacy of his “ecstasy of fumbling” at the cry of “Gas! Gas! Quick, boys!” and the
fitting of “the clumsy helmets just in time”. Yet Thomas was as passionate as any in his
reactions, irrespective of his pondering the War at one remove; not only geographically, as had
to be the case prior to his volunteering, but even after enlistment and while at home in
Hampshire during leave from France. His stance ought never to be mistaken for detachment
or indifference, but rather one of being differently affected or involved. He apprehended the
War’s effects, primarily, on his beloved and familiar countryside (rather than on “his Country”)
and the potential for the traditions of his homeland to be eradicated should Britain lose the
War. This indeed was central to his deciding to enlist and even afterwards, now with first-hand
knowledge of the human toll, Thomas’s chief anxiety was for an even greater loss than that of
men. His feelings are encapsulated in this poem, from May 1916:
AS THE TEAM’S HEAD-BRASS
As the team’s head-brass flashed out on the turn
The lovers disappeared into the wood.
I sat among the boughs of the fallen elm
That strewed an angle of the fallow, and
Watched the plough narrowing a yellow square
Of charlock. Every time the horses turned
Instead of treading me down, the ploughman leaned
Upon the handles to say or ask a word,
About the weather, next about the war.
Scraping the share he faced towards the wood,
And screwed along the furrow till the brass flashed once more.
Even on reading this first verse alone, there can be little doubt that this is indeed a wartime
poem; not in the sense merely of one written in time of war, but one on which the war at least
impinges. Stronger still are the closer to home repercussions of the conflict delineated in verse
two:
The blizzard felled the elm whose crest
I sat in, by a woodpecker’s round hole,
The ploughman said “When will they take it away?”
“When the war’s over”. So the talk began –
One minute and an interval of ten,
A minute more, and the same interval.
“Have you been out?” “No”. “And don’t want to, perhaps?”
“If I could only come back again, I should.
I could spare an arm. I shouldn’t want to lose
A leg. If I should lose my head, why, so
I should want nothing more. Have many gone
From here?” “Yes”. “Many lost?” “Yes, a good few.
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Only two teams work on the farm this year.
One of my mates is dead. The second day
In France they killed him. It was back in March,
The very night of the blizzard, too. Now if
He had stayed here we should have moved the tree”.
“And I should not have sat here. Everything
Would have been different. For it would have been
Another world”. “Ay, and a better, though
If we could see all, all might seem good”. Then
The lovers came out of the wood again:
The horses started and for the last time
I watched the clods crumble and topple over
After the ploughshare and the stumbling team.
Perhaps Edward Thomas was too absorbed in his prose writing to see its potential for transition
into poetry. His earliest forays into the form, sometimes using the pseudonyms Philip Thomas
and Edward Eastaway, heralded an outpouring of verses just before and during the First World
War. Many of them inspired his own contemporaries and set a benchmark for writers who were
as yet unborn. The poet and composer Ivor Gurney (1890-1937) who, theoretically at least,
survived The Somme, made musical settings of several of Thomas’s poems, while one of the
foremost Modernists, the late Ted Hughes, regarded Thomas as “the father of us all”.
Thomas was far from alone in being unable to fulfil his promise
or to have even an inkling of a reputation which, if anything, has
grown over time. He had joined the Army in July 1915 as
Private no. 4229 in the 28th Bn. The London Regiment – The
Artist’s Rifles. Training on Hampstead Heath and at camps near
Epping Forest brought promotion to Lance Corporal in
November 1915. Skills that had been honed for years now
benefited the Army as Thomas guided his men in the arts of map
reading and interpreting local topography. Official recognition
of his abilities came with his appointment as Map Reading
Instructor and promotion to full Corporal in March 1916, while
2nd Lt. Edward Thomas
still with The Artist’s Rifles. But with a posting to the R.G.A. in
November 1916, newly-commissioned 2nd Lieutenant P.E.
Thomas knew that his road must lead to France. Not content
with more mapmaking and supervising camouflage etc. at
Heavy Artillery H.Q., a position from which his C.O. was
reluctant to release him, Thomas insisted on transferring to a
forward observation post with 244th Siege Battery,
R.G.A. Given that this was on the eve of The Battle of Arras,
he must have known that this was courting almost certain
death. Thus it was that Thomas was killed on Easter Monday,
9th April 1917, when an exploding shell expelled the air from
his body, leaving no marks whatever on his mortal
remains. That same body now rests in Agny Military
Cemetery, some 5 kms. south-west of Arras. Yet he is with us
still, and will endure, via the immortality of his beloved verse.
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CONTACT US
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of previous
issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always open to
suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is always
made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that the opinions
expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her associates or the
Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend, condense or edit any article
submitted although the full version will be available, via e-mail, upon request.
Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact us by e-mail at:
foft@live.co.uk
Deadline date to ensure inclusion in your next Tiger: Friday, 16th June 2017

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Branch Secretary & Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Chairman)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

Captain Albert Ball (right) and the magnificent casket presented to
mark his receiving The Freedom of Nottingham in February 1917
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