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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”. 

 

The high number of Antipodean guests encountered at the Ariane Hotel during our recent visit 

to Ypres was a timely reminder of the pending centenary of the Battle of Messines, which, as 

many readers may recall, commenced with the detonation of 19 underground mines beneath 

the German frontlines along the entire Messines Ridge, at 3.10 a.m. on the dawning of 7th June 

1917. Unsurprisingly in the circumstances, the German defenders offered little resistance and 

all Allied objectives were swiftly achieved. The success of this assault was due to its meticulous 

planning and the collective use of Infantry, Artillery, Tanks the Royal Flying Corps and the 

Royal Engineers, the latter both upon and beneath the battlefield. In effect, it was one of the 

first examples of what today we recognize as a “combined operations”. 

 

The roles of the ANZACS and the men from both the North and South of Ireland is rightly 

recognized and both have memorial parks on the outskirts of Messines itself. Less remembered 

is the role of the British troops advancing south from Hill 60 and the Ypres-Comines Canal, 

where German resistance was more substantial and heavier casualties were incurred.  

 

 

On the edge of Messines itself, 

two German machine guns were 

destroyed due to the gallantry of 

Corporal Samuel Frickleton, 3rd 

Battalion, New Zealand (Rifle) 

Brigade. Twice wounded during 

his exploits, Frickleton was 

awarded a Victoria Cross for his 

gallantry that day. A plaque 

recording his actions can be found 

close to Messines Church and, 

since November 2014, a statue of 

a “Kiwi Soldier” , believed to be 

modelled on Frickleton, has stood   
Samuel Frickleton, V.C. on one side of the main square.  The Kiwi Soldier 

Frequently covered in cobwebs, its position next to a bus stop on the route to Ploegsteert village 

has provoked predictable criticism on the reliability of the Belgian public transport system! In 

fact, we can personally vouch that the opposite is the case: the local Bus Services are so reliable 

one can set one’s own watch by their appearances.  

 

The 3rd (Rifle) Brigade, in which Frickleton and his comrades fought, was part of the New 

Zealand Division, a uniquely New Zealand formation created in Egypt on 1st March 1916. Sent 

to France the following month, the Division quickly earned a reputation as an outstanding 

fighting force. As part of II ANZAC Corps, the Division played a leading role in the Battle of 

Messines and fought again in two of the eight offensives that are collectively remembered as 

the Third Battle of Ypres or, more simply, Passchendaele. With New Zealand forces remaining 

active in the Salient until mid 1918, some 3,600 of their number now rest in the 171 C.W.G.C. 

Military Cemeteries that lie in Flanders Fields. This figure appears to include, however, some  
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of those graves marked “Known Unto God” who could be identified by nationality, if not by 

name. Beyond doubt, however, is the number of New Zealand “Missing”; the 2, 384 who are 

remembered, not, as one may expect on The Menin Gate, but on separate Memorials at The 

Buttes New British and Messines Ridge British cemeteries and the central apse of the Tyne Cot 

Memorial to the Missing.  

 

The Menin Gate, however, still remains a focal point of remembrance and readers may be 

interested to learn that a Belgian model enthusiast, Jan Vanden Burghe has re-created the Menin 

Gate and surrounding ramparts in Lego, complete with buglers, a pipe band and many pilgrims. 

Apparently constructed using some 54,500 individual bricks (one for each named man on the 

Gate) this magnificent work is currently on display in the foyer of The Ariane Hotel, where it 

will now stay until after Armistice Day this year.  

 

 

As can be seen from the photographs, 

the modeler is certainly to be 

congratulated on his achievement, 

which attracted considerable attention 

from children of all ages, particularly 

those over the age of 21. No wonder the 

Hotel have created a warning sign 

politely asking all children to keep their 

daddies firmly under control! Other 

admirable features are the internal 

lighting of the model at night – just like 

the real Gate – and the inclusion of the 

field of red poppies on the Ramparts, as 

shown below. 

 

The extension of the loan of the model is 

another triumph for the Hotel owners, who 

are celebrating their 20th anniversary this 

year. Always conscious of the Great War 

interests of many of its guests, the 

comprehensive displays of military 

memorabilia in the hotel foyer, not to 

mention the continued presence of the 

statue to the “Angels of Pervyse” in the 

hotel garden, are now enhanced by this 

magnificent replica of the Menin Gate! 

What may we expect  next, one speculates, 

in eager anticipation . . .   
  

Commemorations, of course, continue unabated. With this in mind, I would like to take this 

opportunity to refer readers to the programme of forthcoming events listed “On the 

Noticeboard” on pages 9 and 10 of this Newsletter. All members and readers and, of course, 

their guests are most welcome to join us on any of these dates. Come and remember, but also 

enjoy . . . . 

 

D.S.H. 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 

 
 

Your Committee Members  

are: 
 

David Humberston 

 Chairman  

& Speakers List 
 

Valerie Jacques  

Secretary  

& Newsletter Editor 
  

Paul Warry 

 Treasurer, Vice Chairman 

& Website  
 

Angela Hall  

Events   
 

Roy Birch  

Promotion  

& War Memorials 
 

Your County Town Representatives  

are: 

Jonathan Capewell (Coalville) 

Greg Drozdz (Hinckley) 

David & Karen Ette (Loughborough) 

Derek Simmonds (Melton Mowbray) 
 

 Our Branch Website Address is: 

www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 

 

 

 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service 

Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, 

LE18 2BA 
 

 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

(Approx...) 

 
26th June 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Keith Jackson  
- 

“Take Only Photographs,  

Leave Only Memories: A Visit to 

the Salonika Front” 

 
31st July 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Adam Prime  
- 

“India’s Great War” 

 
WEDNESDAY 

23rd August 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Nigel Atter  
- 

“The 8th Lincolns  

at the Battle of Loos” 
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YOUR BRANCH AT WORK . . . 
 

On Thursday, 25th May, the Branch was represented at Leicester’s War Memorial in Victoria 

Park, when tributes were paid to the men of the Indian Labour Corps as part of “The 

Unremembered” initiative jointly arranged by the High Commission of India, Leicester City 

Council and the Big Ideas Company. The Service was well attended and the highlights included 

a radio link-up with the India Gate Memorial in Delhi, (also designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens) 

where a simultaneous service was being conducted. A haunting rendition of “The Last Post” 

was played by Sandeep Kandola on a Sarangi (pictured below) and readings from 

contemporary letters were given by schoolchildren.  Pupils from Falcon Primary School, 

splendidly dressed as Sikh Soldiers, are our cover illustration. 

 

 

A wreath of Marigolds, the 

Indian flower of remembrance, 

(shown left) was laid at the 

Memorial by His Excellency, 

Mr. Yashvardan Kumar Sinha, 

the Indian High 

Commissioner. The event later 

concluded with those present 

holding up names of the fallen 

in an act of Remembrance. The 

event also received welcome 

publicity on local radio,   

Marigolds for 

Remembrance 

television and in the pages of 

The Leicester Mercury.  

Sandeep Kandola and  

the Sarangi 

 
 

 

 
The following Saturday saw the official launch of the 

“Hinckley Walking Trail”. Created by Sue Mackrell and David 

McCormack the trail was unveiled by Branch Secretary Valerie 

Jacques before an invited audience, as shown above. An 

excellent brochure (left) has also been produced illustrating the 

trail, copies of which were available from our Hinckley County 

Town Representative Greg Drozdz at our last Branch Meeting. It is hoped that WFA Open Days 

will be held at the Museum shortly. 

 

In concluding, may we also offer our thanks to Jonathan Capewell for agreeing to act as our 

County Town Representative in Coalville. 
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THE LEICESTER BOROUGH POLICE 

by Peter Spooner 
 

In writing this article I must acknowledge the assistance provided by retired Inspector Ben 

Beazley who, whilst undertaking research for his book, found time to answer my questions and 

collect information for me. 

 

On the outbreak of the First World War and assuming that the War would be over in a matter 

of months, the Leicester Borough Corporation made two decisions that they were later to regret, 

one related to allowing any man who wanted to enlist, the other was that the men would be 

treated as being temporarily absent. This decision was to relate to the Police Force, Fire 

Brigade, Tramways, Gas and Electricity Departments. The initial impact on the Leicester 

Borough Police was that reservists were recalled to the colours and men volunteered, this was 

followed by the need to recruit and train replacements. Later in the War the Force had to cope 

with conscription. 

 

An undated list records the names of 121 officers who served in H. M. Forces, of these 25 

served with the Royal Marine Artillery, two served with the Royal Naval Division and the 

remainder served with various Army units. The first men recorded as leaving the Force did so 

in August 1914, the names of fifteen reservists who re-joined the Colours are recorded in the 

Watch Committee Minutes. The Watch Committee decided that their periods of military service 

would count for superannuation purposes and the wives of nine of the men were to receive half 

of their husband’s police pay. In addition, the widowed mothers of two of the men were to 

receive 7/6p (38p) per week. This display of financial generosity was to continue for those who 

were to enlist at later dates but, the Watch Committee could present a sterner face. Three 

constables are recorded as unlawfully joining up when they re-joined the reserves without the 

consent of the Head Constable. The men were to face disciplinary action on their return to the 

Force and their war service would not count towards superannuation but the Committee did 

agree to allow their wives to receive half pay. The men’s punishments, if awarded, could not 

have been too severe, as two of the men were to continue to serve into the mid-1930s.  

 

On the 10th October 1914 the Watch Committee resolved that ‘no obstacle be placed in the way 

of Leicester Borough Police joining the Colours, that they be not asked to resign and that they 

be reinstated on their return from the war’. Shortly after this decision two more officers were 

allowed to enlist. As the War continued the rising need for more recruits resulted in the Chief 

Constable issuing an order on the 28th March 1915; this order read ‘An urgent appeal has been 

made to Local Authorities for further recruits for the Army. In consequence of this a meeting 

of all men under 35 years of age, married or single, will be held in the Muster Room at 4.30pm 

on Tuesday next, the 30th inst’, when the Chairman of the Watch Committee will be present. 

Any dress may be worn’. Was the Chairman of the Watch Committee present to generate 

“encouragement” to volunteer? 

 

On the 1st April 1915, as a result of the meeting, the Chief Constable issued an order informing 

members of the Force that, ‘At a meeting of the Watch Committee held on the 31st ultimo, the 

following resolution was passed with regards to those members of the Force who have enlisted 

since the 22nd ultimo (44 officers) and those officers to whom permission has been given to 

enlist Tuesday next (34 officers). The resolution being that the officers be granted leave of  
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absence during the duration of the War and that married men have their separation allowance 

made up to their police pay and that single men secure one third of their police pay in addition  

to Army Allowances. The relevant entry in the Minutes in the Watch Committee Minutes also 

records that, ‘henceforth no members of the Force must enlist without the sanction of the Watch 

Committee. Any member, who does so, will join as an ordinary recruit and will not be entitled 

to the privileges granted by the Committee.’ In October 1915 the Watch Committee refused a 

constable permission to enlist and resolved that ‘no further applications for permission to join 

the Army or Navy from members of the Force be considered’ but in November they agreed to 

six men, who had to be single, being released to enlist.  

 

By now 30% of the Force had enlisted, this was below the figures for Brighton and Portsmouth, 

where 40% of their officers had enlisted. On the outbreak of the War there was a need for the 

shortage of officers being met by those who remained working on rest days. Initially this 

additional work was compensated for by a payment between 5/- (25p) and 6/- (30p) for each 

day worked. This payment was later replaced by a War Bonus of between 1/- (5p) and 2/- (10p) 

per week. The impact of rising costs as the War progressed can be seen by the fact the War 

Bonus had been raised to 16/- (80p) per week by 1918. Another impact of the loss of officers 

was the introduction of the Police Emergency Act 1915. This Act meant that, for the duration 

of the War, other than for medical reasons, police officers could not retire.  To compensate the 

police officers who were not able to retire, they received an additional 10/- (50p) per week non-

pensionable pay.  

 

In May 1918, following the introduction of conscription, 18 members of the Force were 

conscripted. Ironically the claim to fame for one of the police officers conscripted, PC (later 

Detective Superintendent) Ashburner, was that he had reported several licensees in the 

Belgrave area for selling alcohol to wounded soldiers on leave from France. No surprise 

perhaps that someone else decided that the licensees should be prosecuted. I wonder if, once 

conscripted, PC Ashburner was to reconsider his earlier course of action! In December 1918 

the Home Office directed that police officers who had left to serve with the Armed Forces had 

ceased to be constables and had to be re-attested. This did not mean that they were no longer 

treated as members of the Force but they had to sworn in before a Magistrate. Of the 121 

members of the Force who served with H. M. Forces, 11 died and 35 were wounded. Due to 

the extent of their injuries, at least three of the wounded officers were not fit enough to return 

to police duties and retired from the Force. Where possible, the Force tried to employ these 

men in non-police roles, such as cleaners, gaolers, telephone operators etc. The War service of 

the police officers resulted in the award of three Distinguished Conduct Medals, five Military 

Medals, two Meritorious Service Medals, three foreign decorations and four Divisional 

Commander’s Certificates. 

 

The outbreak of the Second World War would see members of the now named Leicester City 

Police again serving in H. M. Forces, which by now included the RAF. Unfortunately this time 

fatalities occurred on home soil as well as abroad, with three detectives being killed following 

a bombing raid on Leicester in November 1940.  

 

Sources: 

Leicester Borough Police Chief Constable’s Special Order Book and Leicester Watch 

Committee Minutes held by the Leicestershire and Rutland Records Office. 

Peelers to Pandas, An Illustrated History of the Leicester City Police by Ben Beazley, published 

by The Leicester Mercury. 
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CENTENARY CALENDAR 
 

JULY 1917 
 

 6th – Transjordan: The attacking forces of the 

Arab Revolt, led by Auda abu Tayi and 

advised by T E Lawrence (Lawrence of 

Arabia), were victorious over the Ottoman 

defenders and captured the Red Sea port of 

Aqaba. This victory, and the subsequent 

linkage of Faisal’s Arab army with the British 

command in Cairo, allowed the Arab Revolt to 

grow and demand serious attention from 

Constantinople. 

7th – Britain: London attacked by 22 Gotha 

bombers which formed up over Epping Forest 

and proceeded to bomb East End and the City 

of London killing 57 people. Raid causes 

much anger over lack of effective warnings 

and defences and prompts anti-German riot. 

9th – Scotland: Shortly before midnight whilst 

anchored in Scapa Flow, HMS Vanguard 

suffers a series of magazine explosions which 

blow ship apart caused, not by enemy attack, 

but by faulty cordite. She sinks almost 

instantly, with loss of 843 of the 845 men 

aboard. Incident remains one of the most tragic 

accidents in the history of the Royal Navy. 

11th – Belgium: British begin major air 

campaign over Ypres. Intention is to sweep the 

Germans from the skies prior to opening of 

major offensive at month end. 

13th – France: King George V and the Prince 

of Wales greeted by General Julian Byng as 

they arrive at the Butte de Warlencourt near Le 

Sars 

17th – Britain: Due to anti-German sentiment 

around the British Empire, King George V, by 

Royal Proclamation, changes name of British 

Royal Family from the German Saxe-Coburg 

and Gotha to Windsor. 

18th – Belgium: British begin preliminary 

bombardment in Ypres Salient. Some 1400 

artillery pieces unleash high-explosive and gas 

shells on German trenches outside city. 

Barrage badly damages low-lying ground, 

which has high water table, and destroys 

natural and manmade drainage systems.  

19th – Germany: Members of Reichstag 

(parliament) pass a peace resolution which 

effectively backs plans for end to war as 

proposed by President Woodrow Wilson. 

20th – Balkans: In a move that paves way for 

formation of Yugoslavia, Serbian government-

in-exile agrees Pact of Corfu which calls for 

Croats, Montenegrins, Serbs and Slovenes to 

be united in a single state to be headed by 

Serbian Royal Family.  

22nd – Romania: The Battle of Marasati begins 

and is a joint offensive with Romanian and 

Russian Armies intended to encircle and 

destroy the German 9th Army. Subsequent 

victory (1st Aug) represents important turning 

point in evolution of military operations on 

Romanian Front and raises morale of troops. 
24th – France: Dutch national Margaretha Zelle 

(Mata Hari) stands trial on charges of spying 

for the Germans. Although evidence 

ambiguous she is convicted and sentenced to 

death. 

26th – Germany: Germany reorganizes her 

aerial fighter forces by amalgamating various 

squadrons. One combines Jastas 4, 6, 10 & 11 

to become Jagdgeschwader 1 (JG 1) and is 

nicknamed “Richthofen’s Circus” after its 

commander, the charismatic ace Baron 

Manfred von Richthofen.   

27th – Britain: The Tank Corps is formed from 

the Heavy Branch Machine Gun Corps, each 

Tank Battalion having a complement of 32 

officers and 374 men. 

31st – Belgium: Field Marshall Sir Douglas 

Haig launches what becomes known as the 

Third Battle of Ypres, or Passchendaele. 

Ambitious aims are to destroy German 4th 

Army and swing north to capture the ports of 

Ostend and Zeebrugge from where enemy U-

boats are operating. British 5th Army is to 

attack Pilckem Ridge with support from French 

1st Army to the north and British 2nd Army to 

the south. Strong German counter-attacks limit 

Allied gains to around just two miles. 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD 
 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . . 
 

Saturday, 24th June 2017  
 

 

 

MEET YOUR ARMED FORCES AT 
 

MILITARY HISTORY LIVE 

Adult Education Centre, 

Belvoir Street, Leicester. 

LE1 6QL 

10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
 

THE BRANCH WILL BE 

EXHIBITING 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Branch has made 

a donation towards 

the cost of the 

headstone for 

 

 
Private 

Archibald William Toach 

 

and will be officiating 

at the Service of 

Dedication 
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Leicestershire & Rutland 2022 

Festival 
for the 

Masonic Charitable Foundation 
 

in association with 

 

Leicestershire & Rutland Branch 

 
Wednesday 19th July 2017  

 at 7.30 p.m. 
Holmes Lodge Room 

Freemasons’ Hall 
80 London Road 

Leicester, LE2 0RA 
 

 

 
 

Presentations by  
W. Bro. Jonathan Varley 

and 
David Humberston, Chairman 

Leicestershire & Rutland Branch, 
Western Front Association 

on 
The War Memorial in the Holmes 

Lodge Room 
and 

The Fallen Masons – A Wider 
Perspective of the First World War in 

Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland 

Admission: £3  (all proceeds to Charity);  Bar Facilities Available 

  

 
Parking facilities are available and can be accessed from Prebend Street 

(via the second entrance on the right if approaching from London Road) 
 

EVERYONE VERY WELCOME 
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AN APPEAL FOR INFORMATION 

 
Dear Members and Supporters, 

 

Helion Books have commissioned me to write a new history of the 2nd 

Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment 1914-1918. I am thrilled about this 

project.  Given the proximity of the WFA Branch, the Wigston Records Office, 

Leicester Mercury, Regimental Museum and Association I am blessed to have 

a wealth of material close at hand.   

 

I would very much like to ask Branch members for their help in providing 

material for the book.  This might include amongst other things any 

photographs; letters; diaries; medals and death plaques and newspaper reports 

which members may possess. 

 

If you have any such items and are willing to share these with me, please contact 

me on 07986221319 or nigatt59@gmail.com 

 

With thanks and all good wishes 

 

Nigel Atter 

WFA Leicestershire and Rutland Branch founder member 

 

 
 

Le Touret Military Cemetery and Memorial to the Missing: 

The 2nd Leicesters have 92 men buried and a further 154 men commemorated here.  
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FATHER AND SON IN PEACE AND WAR 

by Roy-Anthony Birch 

 

 
Arthur John Wakerley 

(1862-1931) 

Leicester’s Victoria Road Baptist Church, then just 20 years 

old, was the setting for a significant society wedding on 

Tuesday 19th October 1886.  The bridegroom was a budding 

architect and Liberal politician, recently elected to the 

Borough Council and, by the age of 35, destined to be 

Leicester’s youngest ever Mayor.  This was Arthur John 

Wakerley (1862-1931), the second of four children - two sons 

and two daughters, by the first marriage of John Wakerley, 

“brick and tile manufacturer” of Melton Mowbray in 

Leicestershire.  Arthur’s bride was 22-year-old Bertha 

Elizabeth, second daughter of Thomas Gunn of Gunn & Co., 

“hosiery manufacturers”, her parent’s address then being 

styled “The Lodge, Stoney-gate, near Leicester”.  (The 

property was later re-designated “South Lodge”, at no. 307 

London Road - west side, Leicester). 

 

Victoria Road Baptist is now the Church of The Seventh Day Adventists at the corner 

of present-day University Road and London Road – south side, and Arthur Wakerley played 

his own part in naming some of what are now our city streets.   Many will know that 

Gwendolen, Dorothy, Margaret, and Constance, roads in Leicester’s North Evington district 

(LE5) are named after the Wakerley’s children.  Yet others have assumed that these were the 

only siblings when, in fact, there were another two; neither of whom was similarly 

honoured.  One was the baby of the family, Kathleen Veronica, who died in infancy in 

1904.  She was interred at Gedding in Suffolk, the Wakerley’s country retreat from 1896 until 

the estate was sold, greatly restored, in 1914.  Gedding Road and Suffolk Street, also in North 

Evington, remind us of this connection.  The remaining child was Arthur and Bertha’s only 

son, Arthur John, known familiarly as “Jack” and who I shall refer to mostly here, as “young 

Arthur”.  Born in Leicester on 31st October 1893, he first attended Stoneygate School, then 

situated on Leicester’s London Road - east side, neighbouring Thomas Fielding Johnson Snr’s 

“Brookfield”. 

  

That young Arthur was admitted to the Leys School in Cambridge on leaving Stoneygate 

School was unsurprising, given the Wakerley’s long-standing allegiance to Methodism.  The 

Leys had been founded under the aegis of The Methodist Conference in 1875 and opened with 

an initial compliment of just 12 boys.  It sought to offer an alternative regime to those prevailing 

at the “traditional” and essentially Anglican-orientated public schools, so broadening parental 

choice in private education at secondary level.  It was not specifically Methodist or even 

exclusively non-conformist regarding intake.  Its doors were open to any who endorsed its 

ethos and embraced its less dogmatic religious outlook.   

  

Young Arthur was said to have been “universally liked” during his three years at The Leys; “a 

straight and wholesome boy” whose popularity doubtless stemmed in part from his prowess as 

a rugby footballer, from 1908 onwards.  By the autumn of 1911, however, now on the cusp of 

his 18th birthday, the choice of a suitable career appears to have been rather less  
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straightforward.  One gains a sense of the youngster wrestling on the horns of a dilemma: torn 

between working alongside his father in the partnership of Wakerley & Wells, “Architects and 

Surveyors”, with offices in Leicester’s Market Place, and an irrepressible call to service in the 

Methodist Church.  We can only guess at the possible anguish experienced by young Arthur in 

the approach to 1914, as he passed the preliminary examination of the Royal Institute of British 

Architects while gaining a reputation as an accomplished preacher on the local Methodist 

Circuit.  (The R.I.B.A.’s “Preliminary” was more an assessment of general educational 

attainment than of architectural knowledge per se, with candidates sitting papers on Latin and 

modern languages, geometrical and freehand drawing, and elementary mechanics and physics 

etc.).  Almost inevitably, perhaps, one of these potential career paths had to be abandoned as 

the other took precedence.  Yet it seems safe to assume that, either way, the Wakerley parents 

would have given their blessing to their son in welcoming his closer involvement in the family 

firm or rejoicing over his long-term commitment to the Christian Ministry. 

  

During the coming months, the call to Christian witness became ever more 

compelling.  Young Arthur’s earnest professions of faith brought regular requests for his 

services as a preacher, sometimes, almost certainly, at Leicester’s Bishop Street Wesleyan 

Methodist Church.  Although his mother, Bertha, may have been a Baptist by upbringing, she 

joined the Wakerley’s burgeoning family in worshipping at Bishop Street, as Sawdays and 

Wostenholms were steadily gathered into the fold.  Arthur Snr. became a mainstay of the 

Bishop Street community and remained so for over 40 years.  As a Methodist lay-reader, he 

presented a familiar figure in the pulpit, doubtless helping to inspire an attentive and 

increasingly confident young Arthur in the spreading of The Word.  Such was the ardour of the 

younger man that he took on the role of what we might call “an outreach worker” or “a pastoral 

assistant” in the Leicestershire village of Great Glen.  While his time there may have been brief, 

he evidently made a most favourable impression on the congregation of the Methodist Church 

at The Cross and on the village generally, judging by memorials still to be seen in his adopted 

place of worship and in St. Cuthbert’s Anglican parish church. 

  

His duties at Great Glen convinced young Arthur that he should immerse himself fully in the 

Methodist Ministry.  Now, with a clear sense of direction, he took the initial step 

towards securing the necessary qualifications by entering Peterhouse, Cambridge, in October 

1914.  Qualities that had been seen in embryo at The Leys blossomed at University; his faithful 

adherence to Christian principals being noted by dons and fellow-undergraduates alike.  Few 

men would have been better suited to The Cloth, at least regarding character, 

although academically, he barely made the grade.  He took the first part of what was called 

“the Previous Examination” in the Michaelmas Term of 1914 and the second in the Lent Term 

1915, receiving a third class pass in each.   

  

Cambridge in 1915 was far from being an ivory towered enclave.  The impact of the War would 

have been as pervasive here as virtually anywhere, in the variety of uniforms in the streets and 

at the heart of conversation and impassioned debate within college precincts: not to mention 

colleges whose Halls had been or were even now being turned into supposedly temporary 

hospitals.  Then there were the recruiting drives and those ubiquitous posters - equally 

impossible to ignore.  With more than its proportionate share of fit and ostensibly unattached 

young men, Cambridge is likely to have offered an especially fertile recruiting ground for 

colleges such as Pembroke and Corpus Christi, for example, both of which served as recruiting  
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offices and are known to have organised officer cadet training.  Hundreds if not thousands of 

undergraduates and recent alumni had responded to the call by Spring 1915, and 21-year-old 

Arthur “Jack” Wakerley was about to join them in a further and ultimately decisive change of 

course. 

  

Having placed his trust in The Almighty, as he would have seen it, and with his university 

studies, as we might say, “put on hold”, he joined the Army shortly after leaving Cambridge in 

March 1915.  Appropriately enough, he enlisted in his and our own county’s “Tigers” 

Regiment and was promptly commissioned.  The Supplement to The London Gazette of 21st 

July 1915 carried the following: 4th Battalion, The Leicestershire Regiment; Arthur John 

Wakerley, (late cadet corporal Leys School contingent, junior division O.T.C.), to be 2nd 

Lieutenant, dated 25th May 1915.  While it seems he had been a member of his alma mater’s 

Officer Training Corps, I am currently unable to say whether he belonged to the Cambridge 

University O.T.C., and even to a specific Peterhouse contingent, as some have 

suggested.  Otherwise, one wonders if he might have resumed contact with The Leys O.T.C. 

on his return to Cambridge in October 1914.    

 

It was not until October 1915 that 2nd Lieutenant 

Wakerley crossed to France, by which time the 1st/4th 

Leicesters had already spent seven months at the Front as 

part of The Lincoln & Leicester Brigade within the 46th 

North Midland Division.  Having sailed from 

Southampton to Le Havre in early March, the battalion 

first entered the trenches on the 26th at Le Bizet near 

Armentieres.  Their stay was brief and casualties were 

light; just one fatality and three wounded in a 

comparatively quiet sector: a mild initiation for what was 

to come.  April brought serious fighting near Kemmel, 

while the nauseating filth of “Hell’s Kitchen” – a 

notorious trench akin to a charnel-house and officially 

designated “E.1 Left”, was stoically endured in 

May.  Then to Ypres, with shells bursting on every side, 

in June, and nerve-jangling explosions – or the thought of 

them, at the perpetually tantalising Hill 60 in July. 
 

2nd Lt. A.J. Wakerley 

 

Just as well that the 1st/4th Leicesters were “Ready for the fray”, as reported in The Leicester 

Daily Post in January 1915 with training at Bishop Stortford nearing completion: “Kits have 

all been labelled, blankets rolled up, transport wagons loaded, and billets examined to see that 

nothing is left behind”.  Memories of Christmas and New Year leave during the first winter of 

the War had probably been left behind as the battalion prepared for the historic action at The 

Hohenzollern Redoubt on 13th October 1915, when officers were assured that “the Division 

would meet with little or no opposition in taking the objective”.  Ensuing disappointments and 

unparalleled casualties failed to dispirit our “Fighting Tigers” over time, and I shall follow their 

progress and that of Lieutenant A.J. Wakerley in my next instalment. 

 

 

TO BE CONTINUED . . . 
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    CONTACT US 
 

We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of previous 

issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always open to 

suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 

All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is always 

made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that the opinions 

expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her associates or the 

Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend, condense or edit any article 

submitted although the full version will be available, via e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact us by e-mail at: 

foft@live.co.uk 

 

Deadline date to ensure inclusion in your next Tiger: Friday, 21st July 2017 
  

“We very much value your continued support” 
 

Valerie Jacques (Branch Secretary & Newsletter Editor) 

David Humberston (Branch Chairman) 
 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE. 

 

 
 

 

 

Remembering the 18 infants killed at Upper North Street School, 

Poplar, during the German air raid on London, 13th June 1917 
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