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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”. 

 

By coincidence, the date of this month’s Branch Meeting falls on 31st July, the centenary of the 

beginning of the Third Battle of Ypres, or, as it is more popularly remembered, Passchendaele.  

Haunting images of men and horses toiling through a sea of mud have, rightly or wrongly, 

come to define the popular perception of a battle that raged from the end of July to mid-  

 

November in 1917. However, despite its ever 

growing casualty list, it was a battle that very 

much needed to be fought, as I have already 

alluded to in my column of the January issue of 

this Newsletter. With the anniversary now upon 

us, some further detail will hopefully elucidate 

further. . . 

 

As far as Great Britain was concerned, her 

principle war aim had always been to ensure the 

long-term security and survival of the Empire. 

To achieve this, it was not only necessary to be on the winning side, but also to be the dominant 

force in the victorious group of Allies. In 1917, both of these aims gave cause for concern. The 

political and military capabilities of Britain’s two main Allies, Russia and France were now in 

doubt, with Russia in the grip of revolution and the French Army now refusing to fight. It was 

obvious that any continuation of the War now rested firmly in the hands of the British Army. 

 

The German Army in France had already retreated to a series of newly-prepared defensive 

positions, known to the Allies as the Hindenburg Line. Similar defences now awaited any 

Allied advances against the German front lines around the Belgian town of Ypres, where a 

series of inter-supporting concrete pill boxes and blockhouses were constructed to defend the 

German front lines. Furthermore, whilst the German Army were concentrating on defence, 

their Navy were very much on the attack. Since the winter of 1916, a policy of “unrestricted” 

submarine warfare had seen British Merchant Shipping losses increase from 109,954 tons in 

December 1916 to 516,394 tons in April 1917, German aspirations of starving Great Britain 

into surrender appeared to be fully justified.  

 

Faced with the responsibility of leading the 

Allied efforts, the Commander in Chief of 

the British Army, Sir Douglas Haig, 

proposed an attack in Flanders. The British 

Royal Navy shared his enthusiasm. An 

offensive here was an obvious choice as it 

would threaten Germany’s ability to 

continue its submarine warfare from its 

bases at Ostend and Zeebrugge and thus 

potentially reduce the losses being inflicted 

on British merchant shipping. What, 

therefore, was the plan of attack? 

 
German U Boats in Kiel, 1914 
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Sir Douglas Haig 

 

As can be seen opposite, the 

forthcoming offensive was 

designed not merely to drive the 

Germans off the commanding 

heights around the Ypres 

Salient but, once the village of 

Passchendaele and the town of 

Roulers had both been secured, 

an amphibious landing and a 

strike along the coast would 

begin, aimed at triggering a 

German withdrawal out of 

Belgium. In turn this would 

then entirely remove the U boat 

menace from the Channel ports. 

In the event, it would prove an 

over-ambitious plan destined to 

be fatally undermined by the   

tenacity of the German defenders, and the unexpected effects of the weather.    

 

The advance towards the village of Passchendaele and the ridge on which it stood began on 31st 

July 1917, and would consist of eight distinct battles fought in varying conditions with varying 

degrees of success. By the time Canadian forces finally reach the coveted ruins of Passchendaele 

on 10th November, it was obvious there could be no further advance towards the coast. Continuous 

Artillery bombardments had destroyed the delicate water table of the battlefield and the exceptional 

– and, it must be noted – totally unpredictable heavy rainfall, the worst in August for 75 years - 

created a flooded lunar landscape that made further progress nigh impossible. All plans for an 

amphibious landing were thus abandoned and the Battle ground to a close.  

 

The valour of the British and Empire forces who endured this long struggle in often squalid 

conditions was a form of heroism hard to comprehend, their stoicism to be admired. Their suffering 

questioned the value of why the battle continued, and a legend was subsequently born . . .    

 

D.S.H 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 

 
 

Your Committee Members  

are: 
 

David Humberston 

 Chairman  

& Speakers List 
 

Valerie Jacques  

Secretary  

& Newsletter Editor 
  

Paul Warry 

 Treasurer, Vice Chairman 

& Website  
 

Angela Hall  

Events   
 

Roy Birch  

Promotion  

& War Memorials 
 

Your County Town Representatives  

are: 

Jonathan Capewell (Coalville) 

Greg Drozdz (Hinckley) 

David & Karen Ette (Loughborough) 

Derek Simmonds (Melton Mowbray) 
 

 Our Branch Website Address is: 

www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 

 

 

 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service 

Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, 

LE18 2BA 
 

 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

(Approx...) 

 
31st July 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Adam Prime  
- 

“India’s Great War” 

 
WEDNESDAY 

23rd August 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Nigel Atter  
- 

“The 8th Lincolns  

at the Battle of Loos” 

 
25th September 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Greg Drozdz  
- 

“Togo Bolesworth 

 – The Best Soldier in the  

Leicestershire Regiment” 
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YOUR BRANCH AT WORK . . . 
 

Ever since its inception three years ago, the Branch has supported and attended the Military 

History Live Event at the Adult Education Centre in Belvoir Street, Leicester. This year was 

no exception, with David Humberston, Valerie Jacques, Roy-Anthony Birch and John Taylor 

manning display tables throughout the day, with David delivering a presentation entitled 

“Passchendaele in Perspective” in the afternoon. The Branch was also represented the same 

day at the Armed Forces Day Service at Leicester Cathedral, with Valerie being granted “leave 

of absence” to represent the Branch, accompanied by June Taylor and Jane Welsh. 

 

      
                       The Branch Display                                         John Taylor’s Display 

 

 
David presenting “Passchendaele in Perspective” 

 

Our participation in the unveiling of a headstone for Private Archibald Toach at Belgrave 

Cemetery on 9th July has already been recorded in a special commemorative edition of “The 

Tiger”. This event received wide publicity, even being featured on BBC News Online, and 

several relatives of Private Toach have now come forward, including three who live in 

Australia. As all present would hopefully agree, it was an occasion that will live long in the 

memory and our sincere thanks go to all who participated or attended that morning. The  
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reputation of the Branch has been considerably enhanced and our profile raised in a very 

positive manner. 

 

Raising the Branch profile was also the objective of our collaboration with the Hinckley & 

District Museum over the weekend of 15th & 16th July at the museum’s Western Front 

Association Open Days. Organised by our County Town Representative, Greg Drozdz, the 

Branch was also represented by Andy Ball and John Taylor, whose excellent displays of 

memorabilia considerably enhanced the occasion. Higher than average attendances were 

recorded on both days and our thanks go to Andy and John for their participation in this event.  

 

  
Andy Ball’s excellent exhibits at the Hinckley & District Museum. 

      

 

The existence of 

the Branch was 

again brought to 

the fore on 19th 

July when 

Members were 

invited to meet at 

the Freemason’s 

Hall on London 

Road, Leicester. 

This was an 

excellent 

opportunity for 

guests to visit a 

Grade II listed 

Georgian building 

not usually open to   
the public and in particular the magnificent memorial to the Freemasons of Leicestershire & 

Rutland who both died and served in the Great War, shown above. Talks on the fallen Masons 

were delivered by both W.F.A. member Worshipful Brother Jonathan Varley (right) and David 

Humberston and the sum of £137.00 was raised for the Masonic Charitable Foundation. Our 

thanks go to Jonathan for arranging a most enjoyable evening and to all Members and guests 

who attended. 
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FREEMASON’S HALL, LONDON 

by David Humberston 
 

A recent visit to London provided Valerie & myself with the opportunity to visit Freemason’s 

Hall in Great Queen Street, London, the headquarters of the United Grand Lodge of England 

and the Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of England. Inspired by our pending 

event at Freemason’s Hall in Leicester, of particular interest was the War Memorial Window 

and Roll of Honour, in the vestibule area outside the Grand Temple. As this area is not open to 

the general public, it was necessary to join one of the official guided tours of the building, 

which are run up to five times a day on Mondays to Fridays free of charge (although group 

visits require advance booking).  

 

  
Freemason’s Hall, 

Great Queen’s Street, London 

The Memorial Window,  

& bronze Shrine  
 

  
The Roll of Honour, guarded by the bronze figures 

   

The Hall itself was constructed as a Peace Memorial Building and dedicated on 19th July 1933. 

A magnificent Art Deco building, its interior decoration, particularly the mosaics within the 

Grand Temple, does not disappoint. The theme of the War Memorial Window is the attainment 

of peace through sacrifice and its main feature, the Angel of Peace holding a model of the tower 

facade of the building, is our cover illustration this month. Beneath the window is a bronze  
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memorial shrine above which is a roll of honour, guarded by four smaller bronze figures 

representing the Royal Navy, the Royal Marines, the Army and the Royal Flying Corps.   

 

The latest addition to the building is a series of commemorative stones bearing the names of 

the 64 Freemasons who were awarded the Victoria Cross during the Great War. These have 

been laid outside the Hall and were unveiled on 25th April 2017 by the Duke of Kent, Grand 

Master of the United Grand Lodge of England. Also in attendance were Lord Dannatt, a Deputy 

Lieutenant for Greater London, the Mayor of Camden, senior officers from the military 

services, a group of Chelsea Pensioners and representatives from the VC and George Cross 

Association as well as some of the Regiments in which the VC holders had served. Specially 

invited were the families of those who were being commemorated. Radio and television 

presenter Katie Derham narrated the first part of the ceremony. 

 

 
The Memorial shown immediately after its unveiling. 

Leicestershire’s Captain Robert Gee is amongst those remembered here. 

 

Whilst visiting, we were also able to purchase various items 

from the shop within the building. Of particular interest was 

the publication shown right, English Freemasonry and the 

First World War, produced by the Library and Museum of 

Freemasonry, with a cover price of £14.99. Very well 

illustrated, this excellent book gives an insight to many 

unusual aspects of Freemasonry during the conflict. How 

widely is it known, for example, that two Lodges were 

established for British Prisoners of War in the Netherlands? 

Or that requests from interned German civilians to establish 

Lodges were refused as “enemy aliens” had already been 

barred, since 1915, from attending Masonic Meetings? One 

Lodge even changed its name and insignia to remove all 

reference to the German Prince after whom the Lodge was 

originally named. As with all aspects of the Great War, the 

tangents are many!    
 

If any reader has time to devote to a visit to this magnificent building, you will not be 

disappointed. Enjoy . . . 
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CENTENARY CALENDAR 
 

AUGUST 1917 
 

1st – Belgium: Germans counter-attack east 

and north-east of Ypres compelling British to 

withdraw from St Julien; Vatican City: Pope 

Benedict XV issues seven-point peace plan to 

each of the belligerent nations.  Ignored by 

most powers, only Austro-Hungary regard it 

with any degree of seriousness. 

2nd - North Sea:  Mutiny on German battleship, 

Prinzregent Luitpold, with 800 men going on 

hunger strike due to poor quality food and 

meagre rations; Scotland: Squadron 

Commander Edwin Harris Dunning, DSC, 

RNAS, becomes first pilot to land an aircraft 

on a moving ship when he lands his Sopwith 

Pup on HMS Furious in Scapa Flow. He is 

killed five days later; Belgium: British 

offensive around Ypres, begun 31st July, 

suspended due to heavy rain with heavily 

cratered battlefield turning into sea of thick 

mud. Battle of Pilckem Ridge ends; Russia:  

General Lavr Kornilov replaces Brusilov as 

Commander-in-Chief; Pacific: German 

merchant raider SMS Seeadler wrecked off 

Mopelia Island.  

4th – France: Reshuffle in Belgian-

Government-in-Exile as Baron Charles de 

Broqueville becomes Minister for Foreign 

Affairs. Baron Napoléon-Eugène Beyens 

replaces him as Minister for War; Liberia: War 

declared on Germany. 

5th -  Belgium: Germans gain a footing at 

Hollebeke but are immediately driven out by 

counter-attacks; USA: Entire US National 

Guard is taken into national service, subject to 

presidential rather than state control. 

6th – Romania: Second phase of Battle of 

Marasesti begins as Germans launch counter 

attack against Russian and Romanian forces. It 

will last until early September. 

9th – Canada: Opposed by many French-

Canadians from Québec, Parliament passes the 

Compulsory Military Act. 

14th – China: War declared on Germany & 

Austria. 

15th – Britain: US troops parade in London; 

France: Lasting ten days, Battle of Hill 70 

begins near Lens as Canadian Corps launches 

tactical offensive.  

16th – Belgium: British offensive, halted on 2nd, 

recommences focusing around Langemarck 

which is attacked by Gough’s 5th Army. 

Progress limited to a few hundred yards due to 

difficult conditions. 

17th – Britain: General Jan Christian Smuts 

proposes creation of single air force 

independent of British Army or Navy which 

will involve amalgamating RFC & RNAS. 

This is immediately accepted and Air Marshal 

Sir Hugh Trenchard will be appointed first 

commander; Italy: War declared on Turkey. 

18th – Italy: Commander-in-Chief, General 

Luigi Cadorna, orders launch of Eleventh 

Battle of the Isonzo against Austro-Hungarians 

with two Italian armies committed to fight. 

Casualties severe – 166,000 Italians killed, 

wounded or taken prisoner with enemy losses 

totalling 85,000. 

20th – France: French forces commence second 

offensive battle at Verdun which lasts until 

mid-December. Mort-Homme and Cote 304 

quickly recaptured. 

21st - North Sea: German airship L23 shot 

down by solitary short-range Sopwith 2F1 Pup 

fighter launched from HMS Yarmouth and 

piloted by former straw hat maker, Lt Bernard 

Arthur Smart. 

24th – Belgium: Crew of tank F41(Fray 

Bentos), trapped in a shell hole, finally 

abandon their isolated position in no-man’s-

land near Hill 35 after 62 hours of spirited 

resistance. They remain the most decorated 

tank crew in history!   

30th – Belgium: British advance line south-east 

of St Janshoek on Ypres front. 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD 
 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . . 
 

 

 

Monday, 31st July 2017  
 

 

 

LAST DAY TO VOTE FOR 
 

GREEN PLAQUE 

NOMINATIONS 
 

The Drill Hall 

Melton Mowbray 

(nominated by Derek Simmonds)  

&  

Captain 

Robert Gee 

(nominated by Derek Seaton) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday, 9th August 2017 

 

GREEN PLAQUE  

UNVEILING 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Wicklow Lodge 

Burton Road 

Melton Mowbray 

LE13 1DP 

 

2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.  
 

Branch Representatives  

will be in attendance 
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Saturday, 2nd September 2017 

 

SHARRAD GILBERT 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

& HEADSTONE UNVEILING 

 

St Catherine’s Church 

Hinckley Road 

Burbage 

LE10 2DE 
Commencing 11.30 a.m. 

 
 

A Boer War and Great War veteran, Sharrad Gilbert has lain in an unmarked grave since his 

death in in 1961. By this time, both blind and deaf, he fell into the fire at his home suffering 

fatal burns. At 93 years of age, he was the eldest resident of the village. 

 

The Branch has supported an appeal to raise funds to erect a headstone over his grave and 

consequently our members are invited to attend the Memorial Service and the subsequent 

unveiling of the headstone by Jennifer, Lady Gretton, Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire 

 

  

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS 
In conjunction with Leicester’s Heritage Open Days 

the Memorials can be viewed on: 
 

 
 

Further information is available 

from Project Director, Denis 

Kenyon, who can be contacted on 

denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

THURSDAY, 7th SEPTEMBER 2017 
2.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.  

FRIDAY, 8th SEPTEMBER 2017 
3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER 2017 
10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

SUNDAY, 10th SEPTEMBER 2017 
2.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

at 

The Chancel,  

Rear of All Saints Church, 

Highcross Street, Leicester 
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CANCELLATION OF EVENT 

 
Will all readers please note the 

SOUTH WIGSTON 

COMMEMORATIVE GREAT WAR EVENT 
scheduled for 

Sunday 6th August 2017 
has now been cancelled. 

 

Despite an initial plea for help, assistance and participation, no-one from the 

event organisers has thus far given us the courtesy of a reply to our e-mails. We 

have, however, ascertained from the event’s sponsors that Public Liability 

Insurance, in the light of recent terrorist attacks, has proved to be far too 

expensive . . .   
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FATHER AND SON IN PEACE AND WAR 

(PART II)  

by Roy-Anthony Birch 

 

“A shattering but by no means a knock-out blow” was how Captain Milne, chronicler of the 

1st/4th Battalion, The Leicestershire Regiment, assessed the outcome of the engagement at the 

Hohenzollern Redoubt on October 13th 1915.  This is surely a date that will endure for ever in 

the annuls of our “Fighting Tigers”: one of so many in the War of 1914-18 when Allied Forces 

came so close not only to taking but to holding their objective, only for circumstances which 

might have been foreseen to deny them their final goal.  Dash and supreme determination 

characterised the efforts of the 1st/4th and 5th Leicesters.  Yet even, these were insufficient to 

thwart the enemy’s overwhelming counter-attacks.  With No-Man’s Land described as “a 

shambles”, casualties among the 1st/4th Battalion were horrific.  Only 188 O.R.s answered the 

Roll Call on the morning of October 14th, with the entire compliment of 20 officers having 

been killed or wounded in addition to 453 N.C.O.s and men. 

  

The need for replacements was urgent, and a fresh batch of ten officers joined the Battalion on 

October 24th.  One of nine 2nd Lieutenants was Arthur “Jack” Wakerley, who had crossed to 

France on the 20th and was promoted Temporary Lieutenant on October 31st, his 22nd 

birthday.  By November 12th, further contingents of officers and men had restored the 

Battalion’s fighting strength to something approaching pre-October 13th levels.  Thus, the 

1st/4th  were returned to the line exactly a month to the day after the Hohenzollern action, now 

in trenches at Richbourg St. Vaast, “a place of no particular interest” but where rats among 

the rations were almost as great an irritant as the attentions of The Hun.  Things were altogether 

quieter by Christmas 1915, doubtless due in part to reflections on Battalion losses since leaving 

England in March that year.  Welcome respite came with troops under canvas at Marseilles in 

January 1916, until the pleasures of sea and sand were supplanted by the heaths and thickets of 

The Somme where, mercifully, the 1st/4th were spared the worst of the carnage. 

  

It was during these “in and out of the line” months of 1916 that A.J. Wakerley wrote to his 

sister Gwendolen in Leicester.  His letters seem to typify those of the privately educated 

“gentleman officers” in penning a strictly sanitised portrait of army life, deliberately intended 

for home consumption.  On 25th September, for example: “I am writing this in our billet; a 

single room in which the seven of us sleep and eat.  The windows are devoid of glass and the 

plaster of the ceiling, loosened by the force of discharge of heavy guns, smothers us at 

intervals”.  And again, on 22nd October 1916, writing from “the actual trenches”: “We are in 

an exceptionally good dugout;, twenty feet underground, containing wire beds, table and seats, 

heated by an oil lamp which we have recently purchased.  The walls, which consist of 

corrugated iron supported by stout wooden frames, are decorated with sundry pictures cut 

from illustrated papers.  The weather is splendidly invigorating and one quite enjoys touring 

the trenches while supervising the different working parties”. 

  

The shielding of the bereaved from war’s most harrowing realities doubtless owed more to 

official policy than to the scruples of officers corresponding from the Front.  Officialdom might 

indeed have argued that confinement to stock phraseology was intended to protect the writer 

as much as the recipient.  But constant repetition of the familiar “killed instantaneously” and 

“suffering no pain”, often almost literally in the face of agonising death, must have taken its  
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toll, especially on the most sensitive young subalterns; having to internalise so much of what 

was known.  And all of this in addition to a diversity of duties and the responsibilities of 

command.  Something of the effects on the ever dutiful Lieutenant Wakerley can be gleaned 

from his letter to Gwendolen of 5th October 1916: kindness goes hand-in-hand with sincerity, 

irrespective of, for us perhaps, a slightly jarring final note: “Since I came out here I’ve had 

many beautiful letters in answer to notes informing parents, friends, sweethearts, that the 

person nearest and dearest to them has perished in the field, and giving what comfort I 

could.  Someday you shall see these letters and from them you will learn something concerning 

other classes of the community than the one to which we belong”. 

  

A willingness always to see the good in others in a guiding principal of Christianity; one to 

which A.J. Wakerley surely subscribed.  His allegiance to Methodism has already been noted 

and his professions of faith were as manifest in France as they had been in Leicester and 

Cambridge just a few years before.  This was indeed an officer who cared as much for the 

spiritual as for the physical welfare of his men, and was recognised across the ranks as such: 

“much loved as an earnest and sympathetic Christian”.  He often conducted religious services 

behind the lines and so drew closer to “classes of the community” other than his own through 

an association which might otherwise have been frowned on. 

 

  
                 A Religious Service behind the lines                             Captain A.J. Wakerley 

 

The reassurance offered by religious ritual, particularly on the eve of battle, ought not to be 

underestimated.  Likewise, the comfort derived from informal prayer meetings - easily 

imagined being led by Lieutenant Wakerley, ought not to be overlooked.  On Easter Sunday, 

April 4th 1915, for example, as the 1st/4th Leicesters prepared for action at Kemmel, more 

officers and men than was customary squeezed into “an inner room of a little house at 

Dranoutre” for two morning services.  Many must have sensed that this was likely to be their 

last Holy Communion.  For them, the familiar words of the liturgy must have been comforting 

indeed.  Others found solace in their own Bible or in the “Khaki” New Testament, a copy of 

which was issued to each member of the British Armed Forces as an integral part of their 

wartime kit.  One of the most moving recollections here returns us to the action of 13th October 

’15 when the 1st/4th’s C.O., Colonel R.E. Martin, displayed great courage and profound 

humanity.  Having sustained a shattered knee while in the front line, the Colonel insisted on 

remaining at his post and continued to direct operations.  Later that day, while still exposed, he 

was seen reading the Bible to 19-year-old Lieutenant R.C. Harvey of Salisbury Road, Leicester;  

one of the Battalion’s youngest subalterns, who died with the Colonel comforting him to the 

last. 
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Comforting the bereaved and the dying is of course important.  But the disposal of the enemy 

is any officer’s supervening task.  By Spring 1917, with some 18 months in the field, A.J. 

Wakerley was a seasoned campaigner whose service was recognized in further promotion: 

“Supplement to The London Gazette 29th May 1917: Leicestershire Regiment: 2nd Lieutenant 

(Temp. Lieutenant) A.J. Wakerley to be Acting Captain whilst commanding a company: 31st 

March 1917”. 

  

By mid-April ’17 the 1st/4th Leicesters were billeted near Lens in an industrial area broadly 

reminiscent of Mons, with enemy snipers targeting the British from derelict buildings and 

skulking in cellars to fire “unseen”.  Raiding parties to expel the Germans were primed for 

action by June with orders to launch an assault from Cite Du Riamont towards Hill 65.  Three 

companies of the 1st/4th would act as “moppers-up”, following on the heels of two companies 

of the 5th Leicesters and one of the 4th Lincolns who would spearhead the attack.  Zero hour 

was 8.30 p.m. on Friday June 8th and all went to plan, with a heavy enemy bombardment at 8 

p.m. being satisfyingly ineffective.  The attack was launched under a creeping artillery barrage 

and “B” & “C” Coys. of the 1st/4th duly gained ground in spite of a troublesome machine-gun 

and the proverbial uncut wire.  On their left, however, “D” Company of the 4th Leicesters, 

under Captain A.J. Wakerley, encountered stiffer opposition while supporting the Lincolns and 

suffered heavy casualties; one being the 23-year-old Captain himself. 

 

Although the 1st/4th Leicesters’ Battalion Diary describes 

“B” & “C” Company’s part in the operation as “a great 

success”, it seems that the raid overall was successful only 

up to a point, with troops withdrawing in the early hours of 

Saturday June 9th.  One of the chief benefits, perhaps, was 

the capture of two German officers and 12 O.R.s.  Of “D” 

Coy.’s part, all that was recorded was that “The enemy 

trenches were entered and many dugouts bombed and many 

casualties inflicted”.  But the Battalion’s own losses were 

not insignificant.  While Captain Wakerley was the only 

officer killed, four others were injured and 70 O.R.s were 

either killed or wounded.  Captain Arthur John Wakerley 

was first buried at Caidron Military Cemetery at Lievin, 

south-west of Loos.  He now rests in Loos British Cemetery 

(grave reference XIX. C. 23, shown right).  During a special 

memorial service at Leicester’s Bishop Street Methodist 

Church on Sunday 24th June 1917, the Rev. H. Wostenholm  

echoed the sentiments expressed by the late Captain’s C.O.   
in a letter to Mr & Mrs Wakerley.  The Minster told how the deceased had been “concerned 

that his company should acquit itself nobly as a unit in a fine regiment”, which indeed it 

had.  Individually, the Captain had “put his best into the Service as a man, a soldier, and a 

Christian”.  

  

Ill health had obliged Arthur Wakerley Snr. to retire from public life in 1909.  But he returned 

in 1919 to play his part in post-war reconstruction with designs for new and inexpensive 

housing and practical support for the civilian blind and those blinded by war: topics that will 

feature in a future “TIGER” article.  
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    CONTACT US 
 

We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of previous 

issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always open to 

suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 

All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is always 

made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that the opinions 

expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her associates or the 

Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend, condense or edit any article 

submitted although the full version will be available, via e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact us by e-mail at: 

foft@live.co.uk 

 

Deadline date to ensure inclusion in your next Tiger: Friday, 13th August 2017 
  

“We very much value your continued support” 
 

Valerie Jacques (Branch Secretary & Newsletter Editor) 

David Humberston (Branch Chairman) 
 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE. 
 

 
 

Jonathan Varley & David Humberston before the Memorial to the Fallen Freemasons of 

Leicestershire & Rutland 
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