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CHAIRMANôS COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of ñThe Tigerò. 

 

ñFor Whom the Bells Tollò (to paraphrase the title of the 

novel written by Ernest Hemingway, himself a Great War 

veteran) appears an appropriate sub-title under which to 

update our readers on the project  to install eight bells in 

the tower of St Georgeôs Memorial Church in Ypres (as 

featured in our November 2016 issue). 

 

The casting of all the bells has now been completed by 

the last remaining Bell Foundry in the country, John 

Taylor & Co of Loughborough. They were available for 

viewing by the general public at an Open Day on 29th July 

and, amongst those present, was project leader Alan 

Regin of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, 

who appears with the bells on our front cover photograph. 

Valerie & I were unable to attend on the day but were 

fortunate enough to pay a brief visit to the Foundry last 

week and saw the bells in situ, a magnificent and quite 

moving sight! We were also given the contact details for  

 

 
Alan Regin who has very kindly forwarded to us the St Georgeôs Memorial Church 

timetable for their forthcoming transportation to St Georgeôs Memorial Church in Ypres as 

well as the details and inscriptions for each of the individual bells. (The specifications and 

inscriptions of the bells are tabulated on Page 3). 

 

 
ABOVE: The ñ Soldier of the Great Warò Bell. 

RIGHT: Valerie & David with the ñHarrow 

Schoolò bell and ñ100 years of ANZACò bell. 
 

 

2 

http://www.gdsf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Ypres-Bells-at-Loughborough-Bell-Foundry-Open-Day-29.07.2017-Treble-Bell-Photo-by-Alan-Regin-682x1024.jpg


THE BELL SPECIFICATIONS & INSCRIPTIONS 
 

Bell 1 - Weight: 2 cwts 1 qr 26 lbs Diameter: 21.0 inches 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF PHILIP 

VRACAS, 1959 - 2016 TRUSTEE, 

BELLS4STGEORGEYPRES 

FOR A SOLDIER 

OF THE GREAT WAR 

KNOWN UNTO GOD 

 

Bell 2 - Weight: 2 cwts 1 qr 20 lbs Diameter: 21.5 inches 

ETON COLLEGE AND 

THE OLD ETONIANS 

PRIVATE HARRY MILLETT 

LORD FRASER OF LONSDALE 

 

CORPORAL JOHN JACOBS 

PRAVATE EDGAR E ROGERS 

RIFLEMAN THOMAS GILKES 

PRIVATE ALFRED FLECKNEY 

 

Bell 3 - Weight: 2 cwts 2 qrs 13 lbs Diameter: 22.4 inches 

SECOND LIEUTENANT 

THOMAS W QUARTLEY 

TRIMMER EDMUND STIPETIC 

THE FERRAR FAMILY 

 

SERJEANT JAMES IMRIE 

SERJEANT CHARLES NAYLOR 

CORPORAL GORDON J BARNABY 

COOPERSô COMPANYôS SCHOOL 

 

Bell 4 - Weight: 2 cwts 3 qrs 18 lbs Diameter: 24.0 inches 

THE RINGERS OF THE 

UNITED KINGDOM 

RIFLEMAN BERTRAM PREWETT 

CORPORAL ROBERT H RANDALL 

MAJOR GEOFFREY SMART SOWTER 

 

ACTING BOMBARDIER 

GEORGE H HUTCHINSON 

PRIVATE ERNEST J PORTER 

CAPTAIN ALICK A WALE  

GUNNER ALBERT E C MORETON 

 

Bell 5 - Weight: 3 cwts 1 qr 10 lbs Diameter: 25.4 inches 

THE WORKERS OF THE ROYAL 

SMALL ARMS FACTORY 

S.R.C.Y. 

THE DRAPERSô COMPANY 

MAJOR EGBERT CADBURY DFC 

LAURENCE CADBURY OBE 

 

THE FRIENDS OF ST GEORGEôS 

MEMORIAL CHURCH, YPRES 

LIEUTENANT MICHAEL R FOWLE 

PRIVATE ERNEST J HAMBLIN 

WE SHALL BE RAISED 

 

Bell 6 - Weight: 3 cwts 2 qrs 11 lbs Diameter: 26.4 inches 
CAPTAIN HENRY BASIL KNOTT MAJOR JAMES LEADBITTER KNOTT 

DSO 

+ DEVOTED + IN + LIFE + IN + DEATH + NOT + DIVIDED 

 

Bell 7 - Weight: 4 cwts 3 qrs 5 lbs Diameter: 29.1 inches 
 

 
 

Bell 8 - Weight: 6 cwts 1 qr 11 lbs Diameter: 32.0 inches 

IN MEMORY OF THE SONS OF 

HARROW SCHOOL WHO DIED IN 

THE GREAT WAR 

MCMXIV + MCMXIX  

 

HARROW SCHOOL 

 

HARROW ASSOCIATION 

 

+ STET FORTUNA DOMUS + DONORUM DEI DISPENSATIO FIDELIS 
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On Tuesday, 22nd August, the bells will leave the Foundry on two Lorries, both built in 1915, 

that saw service in the Great War, one a Thornycroft and the other a Dennis. After a ceremonial 

ñsend-offò at the Carillon War Memorial in Queenôs Park, Loughborough,  beginning at 10.30 

a.m, the bells will travel to the Great Dorset Steam Fair at Tarrant Hinton (between Blandford 

and Salisbury) where they will be on display from Thursday 24th August to the following  

 

  
The Dennis & Thornycroft Lorries to be used to transport the bells. 

 

Monday. On the afternoon of Wednesday 30th the bells cross the Channel and visit Tyne Cot, 

Hooge Crater, Perth (China Wall) and Railway Dugouts Cemeteries before arriving at the 

Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing to be present at the Last Post Ceremony that evening. 

The following morning at 11.00 a.m. the bells will arrive at St Georgeôs Memorial Church and 

work will begin to hang them in the bell tower. On Sunday, 22nd October, the bells will be 

officially dedicated.  

 

We, alongside those of you joining us on our annual Armistice Tour, look forward to hearing 

the bells ring out across the battlefields on the morning of 11th November. ñFor Whom the 

Bells Toll ï They Toll for Thee!ò 

 

D.S.H.  

 

More information concerning the bells can be found on the following websites: 

 

www.bells4stgeorge.org 

 

www.stgeorgesmemorialchurchypres.com 

 

www.gdsf.co.uk 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 

 
 

Your Committee Members  

are: 
 

David Humberston 

 Chairman  

& Speakers List 
 

Valerie Jacques  

Secretary  

& Newsletter Editor 
  

Paul Warry 

 Treasurer, Vice Chairman 

& Website  
 

Angela Hall  

Events   
 

Roy Birch  

Promotion  

& War Memorials 
 

Your County Town Representatives  

are: 

Jonathan Capewell (Coalville) 

Greg Drozdz (Hinckley) 

David & Karen Ette (Loughborough) 

Derek Simmonds (Melton Mowbray) 
 

 Our Branch Website Address is: 

www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 

 

 

 
 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service 

Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, 

LE18 2BA 
 

 7:30 p.m. ï 9:30 p.m. 

(Approx...) 

 
*WEDNESDAY* 

23rd August 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Nigel Atter  
- 

ñThe 8th Lincolns  

at the Battle of Loosò 

 
25th September 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Greg Drozdz  
- 

ñTogo Bolesworth 

 ï The Best Soldier in the  

Leicestershire Regimentò 

 
30th October 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Cristina Cox  
- 

ñThe 17th (Armoured Car) 

Battalion, Tank Corpsò 
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . . 
 

 

 
 

 

Saturday, 2nd September 2017 

 

SHARRAD GILBERT 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

& HEADSTONE UNVEILING 

 

St Catherineôs Church 

Hinckley Road 

Burbage 

LE10 2DE 
Commencing 11.30 a.m. 

 
 

A Boer War and Great War veteran, Sharrad Gilbert has lain in an unmarked grave since his 

death in in 1961. The Branch has supported an appeal to raise funds to erect a headstone over 

his grave and consequently our members are invited to attend the Memorial Service and the 

subsequent unveiling of the headstone by Jennifer, Lady Gretton, Lord Lieutenant of 

Leicestershire. 
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AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS 
In conjunction with Leicesterôs Heritage Open Days 

the Memorials can be viewed on: 
 

 
 

Further information is available 

from Project Director, Denis 

Kenyon, who can be contacted on 

denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

THURSDAY, 7th SEPTEMBER 2017 
2.00 p.m. ï 5.00 p.m.  

FRIDAY, 8th SEPTEMBER 2017 
3.00 p.m. ï 6.00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER 2017 
10.00 a.m. ï 6.00 p.m. 

SUNDAY, 10th SEPTEMBER 2017 
2.30 p.m. ï 5.00 p.m. 

at 

The Chancel,  

Rear of All Saints Church, 

Highcross Street, Leicester 
 

 

 

 
 

 

SUNDAY 

24th SEPTEMBER 

2017 
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YOUR BRANCH AT WORK . . . 
 

As advised in recent issues of ñThe Tigerò, Branch Member and County Town Representative 

Derek Simmonds has successfully nominated Wicklow Lodge in Melton Mowbray to receive 

a Green Plaque in recognition of its use as a Military Hospital during the Great War. Derek has 

already published the story of the Hospital and the nomination of the building is another 

reminder of its military heritage.  
 

The unveiling ceremony took place on the 

afternoon of 9th August 2017 before an 

audience that included many distinguished 

guests. The Branch was represented by David 

Humberston and Valerie Jacques. After 

speeches by Pam Posnett, Leicestershire 

County Council Leader, Colonel Murray 

Colville TD, DL and Derek himself, Pam and 

Derek then unveiled the Plaque at the entrance 

to the Lodge, which has now been converted 

into residential flats. After photographs, all 

present retreated to the nearby Marquee to 

avoid the threatening weather and enjoy the 

refreshments provided. 
 

Wicklow Lodge 

 

 
The Green Plaque 

 

RIGHT: Pam Posnett, Derek Simmonds, 

Jennifer, Lady Gretton  

and Colonel Murray Colville 

beneath the plaque  
   

Derek has also nominated the Drill Hall at Melton Mowbray to receive a similar plaque. As 

Headquarters of both ñAò Squadron of the Leicestershire Yeomanry and ñCò Company of the 

1/5th Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment, many men who passed through its portals would 

have fought on either the Frezenberg Ridge or the Hohenzollern Redoubt during 1915.  We 

look forward to learning if Derek has succeeded in due course.  
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