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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of The 

Tiger. Earlier in the year I was invited by Austin Ruddy – “Mr 

Leicester” of the Leicester Mercury - to write my personal 

thoughts on what “Remembrance means in 2017”. The article was 

published on Saturday 11th November, when Valerie & I were in 

Ypres with several of our Branch members. I also appreciate many 

other readers may not have seen the published article and I 

therefore summarise the piece below:  

 

Remembrance of our War Dead is a decision reached between 

one’s brain and one’s conscience. It is an individual choice . . . 

Some chose to ignore it all together which, of course, they are  

entitled to do as they have a freedom of choice to make that decision. The very fact that that 

freedom was won on the battlefields by the men whose sacrifice is now being ignored may not 

have entered their thought process. 1.1 million men from Britain and her Empire each gave 

between thirty to fifty years of their own lives in the belief that their descendants, myself 

included, could live in a free world. To me, that is certainly worthy of Remembrance. I would 

even suggest that two one minute silences every November is nowhere near adequate 

Remembrance for a sacrifice of that magnitude. 

 

Education remains crucial. The study of the Great War is fundamental to the continuance of 

Remembrance. Again each individual has a choice: how much do they know; how much do 

they want to know and how are they going to react once they do know? Then it becomes a 

question of personal prioritisation. People have demanding employers, families and other 

responsibilities to balance and their time and money is precious. That said, those who feel 

strongly enough will find a way of managing. For those wanting more, The Western Front 

Association is one group that plays a vital role.  

 

The local Branch provides a focal point for those wanting to know more about the Great War. 

We offer a programme of speakers on various topics throughout the year and our attendees – 

and non-WFA members form a significant percentage of that number – have proven loyal over 

the five years we have been in existence. Alongside our own meetings, we are also able to 

collaborate with other local history groups at their events, a prime example being the recent 

dedication of a headstone to Private Archibald Toach at the invitation of the Friends of 

Belgrave Cemetery, an event featured in these very pages. 

 

Our members prove very supportive. Three willingly exhibit their personal collections of 

memorabilia whenever the Branch is invited to attend events where displays are required. 

Another innovation this year has been the establishment of County Town Representatives for 

Loughborough, Hinckley, Melton Mowbray and Coalville, the idea being to involve more 

members in the running of the Branch and to give us “eyes and ears” around the County in 

order that opportunities to promote the cause outside the City are not missed.   

 

There is no substitute for actually visiting the battlefields themselves and the ease of reaching 

them, with the advent of the Channel Tunnel and the Eurostar, has contributed greatly to  
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keeping Remembrance alive. With many people actively researching their family history, a 

greater number of War Dead are being “discovered” and visits to the Battlefields inevitably 

follow. My personal “eureka” moment came in June 1992 during a four day visit to Ypres and 

Waterloo. Whilst I had always had an interest in history, I came away ashamed that I knew 

nothing about what had happened at Ypres and made a conscious decision to do something 

about it. My interest in the Great War began from that moment and with Valerie joining me, 

we began to make more and more trips to northern France and Belgium, the former Western 

Front. Nine years ago, we had the opportunity to take over the clientele of a small Battlefield 

Tour Company and “Friends of Flanders Tours” came into existence.  

 

 

Our Armistice Day will therefore be spent in Ypres, 

architecturally a beautiful city, completely rebuilt in the 

aftermath of the War. The centrepiece of the morning will 

be the Service of Remembrance at the Menin Gate, a 

magnificent Memorial Arch commemorating by name 

some 54,500 men who fought in the area and who lie in 

unknown graves. A daily service of Remembrance takes 

place there at 8 o’clock each evening when men of the local 

Fire Brigade, in ceremonial attire, play “The Last Post” 

on silver bugles prior to a minute’s silence being observed. 

Hundreds of people attend every night and on Armistice 

Morning they come in their thousands. To take part in such 

a ceremony is something very special and to share it with 

our “Pilgrims” – many of whom are WFA Members, only 

adds to the experience.  

 

With due respect to the many Remembrance Services in 

Britain, Ypres is the only place I ever want to be on 

Armistice Morning. The local people are receptive and the  

Valerie & David: 

Armistice Morning 2017 

numbers at the Services speak for themselves. Whilst for 

some attendees there is an element of “I was there” 

present, the people of Belgium, unlike the British, have been under German occupation twice 

in the past 100 years and their debt to our War Dead, their liberators, is therefore much 

greater. With 185 British War Cemeteries within a seven mile radius of the city of Ypres, there 

are plenty of reminders of the sacrifice made by our servicemen and, unlike most of the 

domestic cemeteries in Britain, all are magnificently maintained by the gardeners of the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Britain, thanks to the English Channel and our 

brave Armed Forces, was occupied in neither War, a fact that may further explain the apathy 

displayed by some towards Remembrance. In their eyes, it was a War that happened 

somewhere else a long time ago and is nothing to do with the present. That is an attitude I 

cannot and will never share.     

 

My words appear to have struck a chord in unexpected quarters judging from the 

complimentary messages subsequently received. More importantly the Branch, and of course 

the men and women it exists to commemorate, have received considerable publicity, complete 

with accompanying illustrations, on the most important weekend of our year. . .  

 

D.S.H.  
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 
 

Your Committee Members  

are: 
 

David Humberston 

 Chairman  

& Speakers List 
 

Valerie Jacques  

Secretary  

& Newsletter Editor 
  

Paul Warry 

 Treasurer, Vice Chairman 

& Website  
 

Angela Hall  

Events   
 

Roy Birch  

Promotion  

& War Memorials 
 

Your County Town Representatives  

are: 

Jonathan Capewell (Coalville) 

Greg Drozdz (Hinckley) 

David & Karen Ette (Loughborough) 

Derek Simmonds (Melton Mowbray) 
 

 Our Branch Website Address is: 

www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 

 

 

 

 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service 

Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, 

LE18 2BA 
 

 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

(Approx.) 

 
27th November 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Harry Richards  
- 

“Room 40 and  

German Intrigues 

In Morocco” 

 
18th December 2017  

  Guest Speaker:  

 John Overton  
- 

“Tiger Jack’s Tale” 

 

2018 
 

29th January 2018  

  Guest Speaker:  

 Robert Elverstone  
- 

“Farewell to the Horse” 
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . . 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THE 

ROBERT GEE V.C. 

MEMORIAL TABLET 
 

will be unveiled  

at 2.00 p.m. 

on 

Thursday, 30th November 2017 

at 

Leicester Town Hall 

Town Hall Square 

Leicester 

LE1 9BG 
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YOUR BRANCH IN ACTION . . . 
 

Remembering our Glorious Dead is a fundamental part of Branch activities every November 

and members may wish to know that wreaths were laid on behalf of the Branch at both the 

Menin Gate at Ypres and at Oakham Memorial. The Service at Oakham took place in bitterly 

cold weather on Remembrance Sunday, with the Branch wreath laid by Brian Smith. 

 

On Armistice Day itself, beneath the Menin Gate at Ypres, the Branch was represented by 

David Humberston, Valerie Jacques, Angela Hall and Paul Bardell, all of whom laid wreaths 

during the traditional Morning Service. Angela once again laid the Branch wreath. By 

coincidence, the “Branch Party” were also able to stand in close proximity to the official guests, 

which on this occasion included H.R.H. The Princess Royal and her husband, Vice Admiral 

Tim Lawrence, who is Vice-Chairman of the C.W.G.C. Their centenary, of course, was 

celebrated earlier this year.    

 

  
LEFT: Valerie Jacques with “the lads” prior to participating in the Poppy Parade. 

RIGHT: The Princess Royal & Vice Admiral Tim Laurence at the Menin Gate. 

(Photographs by Paul Bardell) 

 

  
LEFT: Valerie Jacques (far left) and the Royal Dignitaries beneath the Menin Gate. 

(Photograph courtesy of Online BBC News – World/Europe) 

RIGHT: Standard Bearers before the many wreaths laid during the Service 

 

The cascading of poppy petals through the skylights of the Memorial provided a fitting climax 

to a memorable morning’s events and those present departed, content that once again our 

Glorious Dead had been remembered . . . 
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GUN No. 5 

by Peter Spooner 
 

Whilst undertaking research to prepare the item about the Leicester Borough Police, I became 

aware that two of the men who died, PC 180 Frederick Hutson and PC 183 William Woodward, 

died on the same day whilst serving with the Royal Marine Artillery. This raised a question, 

was this a coincidence or were the deaths connected?  

 

Wrongly thinking that the men had died whilst crewing a gun turret on a Royal Navy warship, 

I turned to the CWGC website in the hope that I might be able to identify the warship they had 

been serving on. To my surprise, both men were buried in Steenkerke Belgian Military 

Cemetery Belgium and the cemetery contained the graves of seven members of the Royal 

Marine Artillery, all of whom had died on the 9th November 1917. The men’s unit was given 

as the Royal Marine Artillery Howitzer Brigade and I noted that the original grave registration 

form recorded the date of their deaths as the 8th and not the 9th. Of interest was the fact that 

another of the deceased Gunners came from Leicester, 23 year old Walter Taylor. The 

information I gained from this search encouraged me to continue with my investigation. 

 

 
The British graves at Steenkerke Belgian Military Cemetery: The graves of Gunner 

Woodward (C7) and Gunner Taylor (C5) are on the first row, third and fifth from the left 

respectively, whilst that of Gunner Hutson (B1) is on the far end of the row behind.   

 

In October 1914 the Royal Marine Artillery was restructured and an Anti-Aircraft Brigade and 

a Howitzer Brigade were formed for service on the Western Front. The Howitzer Brigade did 

not serve as a whole unit but as individual gun teams deployed as required. Coventry Ordnance 

built the 9.2″ howitzer used by the Army and, as a private enterprise, built a 15″ breech loading 

siege howitzer. The work’s director used his naval connections in the hope that the Admiralty 

would be able to help with an introduction to the Army. However, the First Lord of the 

Admiralty, Winston Churchill, decided to ensure that the guns were placed in the hands of the  
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R.M.A. In total twelve guns were built and, after much thought, were identified by numbering 

them 1 to 12. Eleven of the guns were deployed on the Western Front, with one gun going to 

Gallipoli but it would seem that it did not fire a round. It is Gun No. 5, which arrived in France 

in December 1915, which is of interest to me. 

 

 

There were drawbacks in respect of the 

howitzer, which weighed 94 tons, especially 

with regards to transportation, as it had to be 

dismantled into eight sections and required 

large caterpillar tractors to move the sections. 

In addition, the gun’s range was less than 

other howitzers and each gun required a crew 

of 60 men. A possible positive outcome of 

manufacturing the howitzers was that 

Winston Churchill claims that, seeing the 

caterpillar tractors, resulted in consideration 

being given to a trench crossing vehicle and  

A Royal Marine Artillery Unit ultimately the development of the tank. 

 

The three men from Leicester enlisted in the R.M.A. in Nottingham, Hutson and Woodward 

on the 7th April 1915 and Taylor on the 29th August 1916. Woodward joined the crew of No. 5 

Gun on the 20th November 1915, followed by Hutson on the 6th December 1915. Taylor first 

served in France with the R.M.A. Anti-Aircraft Brigade from the 10th March 1917 to the 28th 

May 1917, joining the crew of No. 5 Gun on the 10th October 1917. In less than a month he 

would be dead. 

 

On the 15th October 1917 No. 5 Gun was deployed in Oostkerke and came into action. When 

circumstances permitted, the crew carried out work to prepare dug-outs and shelters to improve 

the battery position and unloaded and stored ammunition. At 6pm on the 31st October the gun 

was temporarily knocked out of action when the loading derrick and electric circuits were 

smashed by shell fire and the loading tray was damaged. The gun was back in action on the 1st 

November but was knocked out of action that day. Normal service was resumed on the 3rd but 

the gun was again knocked out of action by shellfire on the 6th. The decision was then taken to 

dismount the gun during the night of the 8th – 9th and it was whilst this was taking place that 

one officer and six men were killed and eleven men were wounded. The service records of 

Taylor and Woodward record that they were killed in action, whereas Hutson is initially 

recorded as wounded in action and then killed in action.  

 

Following the incident resulting in the casualties, the remaining crew members were withdrawn 

to rest and it was not until the 14th that the dismounting process could be completed; the gun 

was then transported to No. 4 Heavy Mobile Workshop for repair. The gun was out of the 

workshop by the 28th November but was not required to return to action until February 1918.  

 

Sources: 

Service Records and War Diary held by the National Archives 

Royal Marine Historian, Naval History Branch, National Museum of the Royal Navy 

www.1914-1918.net 

www.revolvy.com 
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SISTER ELISE MARGARET KEMP 

by Dr. Karen Ette 
 

Sister Elise Kemp is the only nurse from New Zealand to be 

killed in action and buried on the Western Front during World 

War I. She was born on the 19th June 1881 in Wellington, New 

Zealand. Her father was Dr William Kemp and her mother, 

Charlotte (nee Greenwood). William Kemp was originally 

from Northumberland and attended Durham University where 

he qualified as a doctor of medicine. He went to work in 

Nelson, New Zealand, as a surgeon. It was whilst he was 

working here that he met his wife, Charlotte and they were 

married in 1870.  

 

By this time William had moved to Wellington hospital and 

the couple settled there. It is thought that William became 

New Zealand's Chief Medical Officer. Not long after Elise 

was born, the family travelled to London. Elise was William  

and Charlotte's third daughter and she had five siblings. In the Sister Elise Margaret Kemp 

1901 census, William (54) and Charlotte (52), together with four of their children, Violet (23), 

Elise (19), Kathleen (17), Charles (16) together with a domestic servant and a cook, were living 

at 38 Alwyn Road, West Dulwich, London. Although Elise's elder sister and brother are not 

listed, so they may have stayed in New Zealand. 

  

Elise Kemp entered King's College Hospital's nursing school when she was twenty-three and 

qualified after four years of training. When war broke out, on the 4th August 1914, Elise became 

a member of the Territorial Forces Nursing Service and her brothers joined the Royal Army 

Medical Corps. Elise served in London until January 1916 when she was posted to the Western 

Front and worked in the 58th Casualty Clearing Station, known as West Riding CCS, which was 

located in Lillers, France between October 1915 and April 1918. 

 

 

Although Sister Kemp was attached to the 58th CCS she was 

on duty at the 37th CCS, which was temporarily at 

Godewaersvelde from July to November 1917. During the 

evening of the 20th October 1917, and without warning, the 

37th CCS was targeted and bombed by German aeroplanes. 

Sister Kemp and three of her patients were killed when a 

shell landed close to the tent they were in. Three orderlies 

died that night too and many were wounded. Sister Elise 

Margaret Kemp was said to be "a splendid nurse who was 

loved and admired by all who were privileged in knowing 

her." She is buried at Godewaersvelde British Cemetery, 

which is in Northern France, very close to the Belgian 

border. Her grave (left) is in Plot I Row M Grave 1 

 

Photograph of Sister Kemp courtesy of Sue Robinson of 

“Wenches in Trenches” 
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CAPTAIN ROBERT GEE, V.C, M.C, M.P. 

A REMARKABLE SOLDIER & POLITICIAN 

By Derek Seaton 
 

 

This month marks the centenary of the action in which 

Captain Robert Gee was awarded the Victoria Cross for 

great gallantry on the Western Front. Robert Gee was 

born at 29 Metcalf Street, Leicester on 7th May 1876.  His 

parents were Robert Gee (snr) and Amy Gee (née Foulds) 

both framework knitters from Anstey in Leicestershire.  

The youngest of nine children, Robert became an orphan 

just before his ninth birthday. In due course he was 

admitted to the Leicester Union Workhouse on 20th July 

1887 prior to being sent to the Countesthorpe Cottage 

Homes two weeks later.  The Homes provided care, 

schooling and trade training for “pauper children of the 

Leicester Union.” 

 

Robert Gee was discharged from the Cottage Homes on 

8th March 1890 and, following two short uncompleted  

Captain Robert Gee, V.C, M.C. apprenticeships, firstly as a shoemaker and then as a  

blacksmith, he decided to join the Army.  Initially, he enlisted into the 4th (Queen’s Own) 

Hussars in April 1893.  Six months later, on 18th October 1893, he went absent without leave 

and the following day enlisted into the The Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) under 

an assumed name.  Meanwhile, a Court of Enquiry declared him to be a deserter from the 4th 

(Queen’s Own) Hussars. 

 
Ultimately, his former service came to light and he received a punishment of 42 days 

imprisonment for fraudulent enlistment.  Upon release from custody, Private Gee returned to 

duty with the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Fusiliers stationed in Guernsey.  Following this 

inglorious commencement to his military career, Private Gee quickly went on to demonstrate 

his ability and determination to make a success of his chosen profession.  He was promoted to 

Lance-Corporal on 1st January 1896 and served in India for four years during which time he 

attained the rank of Corporal.  After returning to the United Kingdom he was promoted to the 

rank of Sergeant on 1st August 1900. In 1902, Sergeant Gee married Miss Elizabeth Dixon of 

Huntingdon, the couple had two daughters. 

 

By the outbreak of the First World War, Robert Gee had reached the rank of Regimental 

Quartermaster-Sergeant.  On 29th January 1915 he was promoted to the rank of Warrant Officer, 

Class II (QMS). Meanwhile, the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Fusiliers was heavily engaged in the 

ill-fated Gallipoli campaign.  The battalion had suffered calamitous losses and it became 

necessary to commission and despatch long-service senior NCOs in an effort to rebuild the 

depleted unit.  Accordingly, WOII Gee was commissioned and he arrived in Gallipoli on 5th 

September 1915 as a Second-Lieutenant.  Three weeks later he was promoted to Acting 

Captain. In November, the 2nd Battalion was involved in the horrors of Suvla Bay where they 

faced relentless Turkish attacks carried out in the most appalling weather.  Snow, frost and  
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floods decimated the British troops desperately trying to vacate trenches where, at times, the 

water-level was chest high.  By 30th November, the battalion numbered only 11 officers and 

105 other ranks.  In December the decision was taken to evacuate the Gallipoli peninsula. 

 

Following the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the 2nd Battalion spent two months in Egypt, on route 

to the Western Front, where Captain Gee was appointed Staff Captain at the Headquarters of 

the 86th Brigade, 29th Infantry Division.  However, in addition to his staff appointment, he was 

soon back in action again with his battalion which was involved in the opening day of the Battle 

of the Somme.  On that fateful day, 1st July 1916, the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Fusiliers went 

into action near Beaumont Hamel. Captain Gee was seriously wounded whilst showing 

distinguished leadership.  He suffered shell-shock and a wound to his thigh.  For his gallantry, 

in this engagement, he was awarded the Military Cross. 

 

Following medical treatment and sick leave, Captain Gee returned to action. In November 

1917, a new offensive mounted by the British Army at Cambrai resulted in a German counter-

attack.  A fierce exchange took place in the twin villages of Masnieres and Les Rues Vertes, 

France, either side of the St Quentin Canal. On 30th November, a surprise attack by the enemy 

captured 86 Brigade Headquarters and ammunition dump. Captain Gee finding himself a 

prisoner, managed to escape and organised a party of brigade staff with which he attacked the 

enemy, closely followed by two companies of infantry. 

 

  
LEFT: Captain Gee leaving Buckingham Palace after receiving his Victoria Cross from His 

Majesty King George V. (Courtesy of IWM London) RIGHT: Captain Gee showing his Victoria 

Cross to a group of young boys when he visited Countesthorpe Cottage Homes on 11th July 

1918. (Courtesy of Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland) 

 

He cleared the locality and established a defensive flank, then finding an enemy machine gun 

still in action he went forward with a revolver in each hand and captured the gun, killing eight 

of the crew.  He was wounded but would not have his wound dressed until the defence was 

secured. The official report, issued by 86 Brigade, described his action as “a magnificent 

exploit.”  On 11th January 1918 it was announced in the London Gazette that Captain Gee had  

been awarded the Victoria Cross. Captain Gee, then aged 41 years, was decorated by King 

George V, at Buckingham Palace, on 23rd February 1918.  He had also been Mentioned in 

Despatches on three occasions and wounded three times. 
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Following the war, this distinguished officer embarked upon a political career. Initially, he 

unsuccessfully fought the Consett Division of Durham parliamentary constituency as a 

Coalition candidate. In February 1921, he was chosen as the Coalition Unionist candidate to 

contest a by-election in East Woolwich.  His opponent, and only other candidate, was James 

Ramsay MacDonald.  In a hard-fought contest Captain Gee emerged the victor.  MacDonald, 

although the loser on that occasion, went on to become the first Labour Prime Minister in 1924 

As a Member of Parliament, Captain Gee spoke on issues important to him, particularly on 

military matters including Army estimates and questions relating to ex-servicemen.  He worked 

to secure better pensions, especially for those who had been gassed and to obtain financial 

assistance for war widows.  Often he would leave the chamber, during late night sittings, owing 

to the effects of his war wounds. He lost his seat in the General Election of November 1922, 

and then fought two further unsuccessful campaigns at East Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Bishop 

Auckland before returning to Parliament as the Conservative member for Bosworth, 

Leicestershire, in the 1924 General Election. 

 

In July 1925, Captain Gee was honoured by his native city when the Leicester City Council 

conferred the Honorary Freedom of the City upon the former workhouse boy. Following further 

bouts of ill-health, Captain Gee suddenly decided, in April 1926, to emigrate to Australia.  He, 

together with a former comrade and Fusilier, Sergeant Frederick Hills, applied for and obtained 

a 1600 acre block of virgin land in Mullewa, north-east of Perth.  Together they successfully 

grew crops of wheat until the Great Depression of the 1930s resulted in Captain Gee walking 

away penniless, from his farm, in 1934. After being unemployed for the following three years, 

he was offered the post of Staff Welfare Officer at Boans Limited, a large departmental store 

in Perth and he remained with the firm until his retirement in 1951, aged 75 years. 

 

  
LEFT: En-route to London in 1956 Captain Gee (centre, front row) with other Western Australia 

and Victoria V.C. holders RIGHT: Captain Gee (second from right) with Alderman Hill, Harry 

Gee and Leicester’s Lord Mayor, Alderman Halkyard, Leicester, 1956. 

 

In June 1956, Captain Gee took part in the Victoria Cross Centenary Review, held in London.  

During a brief visit to Leicester he was invited by the Lord Mayor Alderman Alfred Halkyard, 

to a reception at the Town Hall attended by the two other surviving holders of the Honorary 

Freedom of the City. On 26th June he, together with holders of the Victoria Cross from all over 

the world, took part in the review which was inspected by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in 

Hyde Park. By the late 1950s Robert Gee’s health had begun to decline.  This remarkable hero 

and politician died in Perth, Western Australia on 2nd August 1960 aged 84 years.  He remains 

the only Leicester-born man to be awarded the Victoria Cross. 

12 



CENTENARY CALENDAR 
 

DECEMBER 1917 
 

1st - German East Africa: Last German forces 

driven out into Portuguese territory 

3rd – France: Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig 

withdraws troops back to lines occupied prior 

to beginning of Battle of Cambrai (20th Nov). 

Fighting effectively ceases on 5th with both 

British and German forces suffering equal 

casualties – around 40,000 men.  

5th - Eastern Front: Russia signs second of two 

ceasefire agreements with the Central Powers 

followed by a full armistice on 15th  

6th - North Sea: “United States Battleship 

Division Nine” joins British Grand Fleet at 

Scapa Flow. This is a division of four, later 

five, dreadnought battleships of US Navy’s 

Atlantic Grand Fleet who serve as the Sixth 

Battle Squadron; Russia: Finland declares 

independence; Former Tsar Nicholas II and 

family imprisoned Nova Scotia: French cargo 

ship, SS Mont-Blanc, en route from New York 

to France and laden with high explosives, 

enters Halifax harbour where she is due to join 

a convoy for her voyage to Europe. She 

collides with Norwegian vessel SS Imo 

causing a large explosion - 2,000 people killed 

and 9,000 injured. This will be the largest man-

made explosion prior to the development of 

nuclear weapons.  

7th – USA: War declared on Austria-Hungary; 

Ecuador: Diplomatic relations with Germany 

severed 

9th - Adriatic Sea: In Italian naval raid on 

Trieste harbour, Austrian battleship SMS Wien 

sunk with loss of her 46 crew; Palestine: 

Jerusalem falls to British forces – campaign 

has cost 18,000 Allies; Romania: Following 

Russia’s withdrawal from the war, truce 

signed with Central Powers at Focsani on 

River Siret which was the site of their main 

defensive line 

10th – Portugal: Cardosa de Paes succeeds A. 

A. da Costa as Premire; Panama: War declared  

on Austria-Hungary 

11th – Portugal: Machado Guimaraes deposed 

as President; Palestine: General Sir Edmund 

Allenby makes formal entry to Jerusalem 

12th - North Sea: HMS Partridge sunk during 

German destroyer raid on a convoy; Madeira: 

German U-boats U-156 and U-157 bombard 

Funchal – 3 fatalities and 17 wounded; New 

York: The “Hero Land” Exhibition brings 

home in vivid pictures the actualities of 

warfare as carried out by Germany - British 

Government supplies Britannia, a Mark IV 

tank 

14th – France: General Maurice Sarrail recalled 

from Salonika by Prime Minister Clemenceau 

to be replaced by Adolphe Guillaumat on 22nd 

15th – France: The second French offensive at 

Verdun ceases, having begun on 20th August 

16th – Cuba: War declared on Austria-Hungary 

17th – Britain: Government gives written 

assurance of independence of Arab people to 

King of the Hejaz; Rationing begins 

22nd – Britain: Lt-General Sir Ronald Charles 

Maxwell resigns at Quartermaster-General of 

BEF - replaced by Lt-General Sir Travers 

Edwards Clarke; Russia: Peace negotiations 

commence with Russia and Germany also 

agreeing secret deal concerning Poland 

23rd – Russia: Independent republic of 

Moldavia proclaimed at Kishinev 

26th – Britain: Admiral Sir John Jellicoe resigns 

as First Sea Lord and is replaced next day by 

Admiral Sir Rosslyn Wemyss; Italy: Twelfth 

Battle of the Isonzo comes to a close; Palestine: 

British defence of Jerusalem begins as Turks 

counter attack - ends on 30th  

28th – Portugal: Sidonio da Silva Paes 

appointed Acting President 

30th – Japan: Much to the anger of Britain, 

France and USA, who doubt her motives, 

Japanese forces occupy Russian port of 

Vladivostok 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

2018 W.F.A. CALENDARS ARE NOW ON SALE! 
 

Priced at £10 these can be purchased at the November Branch Meeting,  

from the WFA Website www.westernfrontassociation.com,  

or by post (order form available from www.foft.live.co.uk upon request) 

  
 

WEBSITES & LINKS 
 

Members may like to visit: 
 

 

charnwoodgreatwararchive.com 
 

The website for the Charnwood Great 

War Centenary Project was launched 

on 11th November 2017 and records all 

the Project’s activities over the past 

four years. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09d4bkp 
 

A BBC Radio 4 programme entitled “Military 

Memory and the Sacred Space” in which Giles 

Fraser explores the concept of sacred space in 

remembering those lost at Passchendaele 

 

https://twitter.com/dighill80 
 

This site gives details of the first ever public-funded campaign to conduct an archeological 

dig in Flanders. In 2015 a team of archaeologists discovered a well-preserved German 

strongpoint at a ridge top known as “Hill 80” near the village of Wijtschate or “Whitesheets”. 

Today, this unique battlefield remains a prime target for housing and time is running out to 

save it. 
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UNFURL THAT FLAG; PIN IT ON WITH PRIDE 

by Roy-Anthony Birch 

 

Readers may recall my recent reference to the keenness of Leicester people in supporting 

wartime charities - see my piece in last month’s “TIGER”- and as if to underline the point, I 

offer the following, based on an item in The Leicester Daily Post of Thursday June 14th 1917, 

looking forward to an event held on the 16th: 

 

LEICESTER’S REPUTATION 
 
Leicester people have established a reputation for generosity in supporting Flag Days.  Next 
Saturday’s effort is one which appeals to men and women in every station of life, and it is 
hoped and believed that a new record will be set.  All the money subscribed will go to the 
Leicester & Leicestershire War Hospitals Committee, who provide comforts for over 3,000 
wounded men in hospitals in Leicester and district.  The Tommies say that in few towns 
are they so well treated as in Leicester.  This reputation we want to maintain.  It costs £50 a 
week to supply cigarettes, tobacco, and matches, morning and evening newspapers, 
writing materials and envelopes, gramophone records, and machines and needles with 
which to play them, and equipment for outdoor games.  If this supply is to be kept up, there 
must be a big Flag Day next Saturday and the Committee confidently appeal for a generous 
response.  

 

The article barely began to show the range of “comforts” already supplied to the wounded; 

chiefly, though not exclusively, in hospital. With the War fast approaching its third anniversary, 

the list was indeed impressive and by September 1919 the War Hospitals Committee had 

distributed some 6,000 books, almost 37,000 magazines and periodicals, and 28,000 picture 

postcards - presumably of the less salacious sort, in addition to items mentioned in the 

newspaper.  Further diversions were offered through packs of playing cards, bagatelle boards, 

and billiard tables, with literally dozens of additional vases having to be bought for seemingly 

endless bouquets of donated flowers.  Purchases of spinal carriages, “wheeling chairs”, and 

self-propelled ward chairs, added to the Committee’s outgoings, while the funding of 

Christmas parties etc. at the hospitals was yet another commitment; one which could hardly be 

reneged on once the precedent had been set.  Leicester’s Flag Day on June 16th 1917 would 

clearly have to be “a big one” if supplies were to be maintained, if not increased, and this, in 

spite of reports that average takings were falling slightly by comparison with those of 1916. 

 

“Scores of young and charming ladies were early astir” in the centre of Leicester on that 

Saturday morning, with each one determined “that every person who had current coin of the 

realm to part with” would be decorated with a flag, or sometimes with a miniature cardboard 

shield.  A review in The Daily Post of Monday June 18th told how public interest in the work 

of the War Hospitals Committee had been greatly enhanced by parties of wounded sailors from 

Lady Beatty’s Hospital at Brooksby Hall who accompanied the flag sellers; the presence of 

these Jutland veterans “materially assisting the ladies in coaxing money out of pedestrians”, 

not for flags alone, but for various fancy souvenir trinkets.  

 

Business seems to have been as brisk in the county as in the town, with the Jutland survivors 

again stealing the show during a motorcade tour of Leicestershire villages.  Particularly large  
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crowds assembled at Anstey on Saturday afternoon, while at Quorn, the Chairman of Messrs. 

Wright & Sons (Quorn Mills) Employees’ War Fund Committee, Mr Shenton, presented the 

sailors “with a choice box of cigars".  The generosity of the people of Quorn evidently knew 

no bounds, as visitors were plied with sumptuous refreshments by local shopkeepers and 

residents, and with the surprise presentation of a cheque for £20 bringing to £120 their 

contribution to the Hospitals Appeal so far: equivalent to 10% of 1916’s grand total. 

 

Later in the day, and having progressed through Mountsorrel, Barrow-upon-Soar, Sileby, and 

Syston, the motorcade duly arrived at “The Wigstons”: South Wigston, on the one hand, and 

Wigston Magna with Wigston Fields, on the other.  Here, Mr J.W. Black, Chairman of the 

Urban District Council, pulled no punches.  In addressing an especially attentive audience, he 

spoke passionately of Lady Beatty’s convalescent sailors “whose honourable scars and 

maimed limbs showed them all too clearly the need for the public to do all in their power to 

care for the disabled; not only in hospital, but throughout their lives”.  Meetings were held at 

the “Clarence  Corner” and against the Long Street Schools in Wigston (All Saints C. of E. 

Junior and the senior’s Council School - now the County Record Office, respectively), “where 

a ready response resulted” even as events drew to a close and in spite of the collectors having 

been kept busy throughout the day.                                                                                            

 

“Clarence Corner” alludes to the former Duke of Clarence Hotel on the corner of Blaby Road 

and Fairfield Street in South Wigston.  Raised by noted Leicester and Wigston builder Orson 

Wright in about 1890, the hotel once laid claim to having the longest bar in Europe.  It was also 

a bustling centre of entertainment before during and after the 1914-18 War, with the celebrated 

Gertie Gitana (1887-1957) making regular appearances and helping to raise dizzying sums for 

numerous wartime causes.  Her popularity was such that a room in “The Clarence” was named 

after her.  With hindsight, Gertie has been styled “The Vera Lynn of The First World War”, 

and during the War itself, she was hailed as “The Tommy’s Songbird”. 

 

 

 A meeting to declare the 

result of the 3rd annual 

War Hospitals Flag Day 

was held on the evening 

of June 16th in the Art 

Gallery of Leicester’s 

New Walk Museum.  

The Mayor, Alderman 

Jonathan North presided, 

and was delighted to be 

joined by some of the 

apparently inexhaustible 

Brooksby Hall veterans,  
Ethel, Lady Beatty, 1915 ever under the eagle eye Gertie Gitana 

of Miss Mortlock, the Hospital’s Sister-in-Charge.  Local Trades Unions were also officially 

represented for the very first time, having played their part in setting a new record, just as 

organisers of the Appeal had “hoped and believed” that everyone would.  The total to hand 

alone exceeded 1916’s tally by £200.  A minimum of £1,400 was virtually guaranteed, with 

several promises of further subscriptions to come.  Special mention was made of Lady Beatty’s  
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individual efforts to drum up support amongst the hunting fraternity.  Although many were 

currently abroad on war work, Her Ladyship had let it be known that £170 had already been 

pledged and that a minimum of £250 could be expected at the final count. 

 

 In closing the meeting, The Mayor observed that “The squeezing process had been applied 

relentlessly to Leicester lately, but notwithstanding that, they would go on to the end while they 

had such noble causes as this to support”.  And the number of causes proliferated throughout 

1917, possibly accounting in part for the reported fall in average takings.  One appeal seemed 

to follow another almost without a break, with a Salvation Army Flag Day having been held 

on June 9th - the week before the War Hospitals Flag Day, and “Baby Week”, featured in last 

month’s “TIGER”, scheduled for the first week in July.  Then came Leicester’s Alexandra Rose 

Day on Saturday July 21st - (it was held in the county on June 30th , with collections for The St. 

Dunstan’s Hostel for Blinded Soldiers, The Lord Roberts Memorial Workshops, the Scottish 

Women’s Hospitals for Foreign Service, and the local Voluntary Aid Detachment (the V.A.D.), 

coming before the year was out. 

 

What were popularly known as “the Alexandra Ladies” collected 

for a variety of charities within what we might call “the health 

and welfare sector”; encompassing causes dearest to the heart of 

the Dowager Queen Alexandra, the late King Edward VII’s 

Consort, after whom Alexandra Rose Days were named.  

Launched in London in 1912, hospitals, orphanages, and 

institutions for the disabled, naturally, were among the scheme’s 

chief beneficiaries, while many less fashionable or what might 

otherwise have been neglected organisations also received 

support.  Typical of these last, in Leicester, for example, was the 

annual Alexandra Christmas Dinner Fund.  

 

The results of Leicester’s Alexandra Rose Day collection were  

declared at a meeting in the Lecture Hall of the New Walk 

Museum on the evening of July 21st 1917, with the Mayor, as 

almost always, taking the chair.  Alderman North was joined by 

Queen Alexandra and a 

young girl in uniform, 

1916 

The Reverend Frederick Papprill, vicar of Holy Trinity Church, Regent Road, and by many of 

the lady collectors, as Alderman Arthur Tollington, Honorary Treasurer of the local appeal, 

made the announcement.  Sales of the distinctive linen roses had yielded £750; a comparatively 

modest total, possibly explained by people preferring to donate to specific rather than to more 

general charities.  (The collection for the V.A.D. in October made £930).  Even so, the 

Chairman of the Governors of The Leicester Royal Infirmary, Mr T. Fielding Johnson Jnr., 

expressed his gratitude to all involved: their efforts on behalf of “his” and other local 

institutions was of inestimable value.  Mr Fielding Johnson explained that the amount 

contributed by central government for the care of each patient in the L.R.I. fell well short of 

what was needed.  The shortfall of 12 shillings (60 pence in values of the day) per patient per 

week, had to be made good through the Infirmary’s own funds which, in turn, were heavily 

dependant on public goodwill and voluntary contributions. 

 

I shall continue my Flag Day and fund-raising theme in next month’s “TIGER”; featuring what 

was by far the most successful of Leicester’s innumerable wartime charitable schemes. 
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    CONTACT US 
 

We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of previous 

issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always open to 

suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 

All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is always 

made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that the opinions 

expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her associates or the 

Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend, condense or edit any article 

submitted although the full version will be available, via e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact us by e-mail at: 

foft@live.co.uk 

 

Deadline date to ensure inclusion in your next Tiger: Friday, 8th December 2017 

 

“We very much value your continued support” 
 

Valerie Jacques (Branch Secretary & Newsletter Editor) 

David Humberston (Branch Chairman) 
 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE. 

 

 
Ariane Hotel, Ypres 13th November 2017,  

The “Friends of Flanders Tours” party prepare to return to “Blighty” 

(Photograph by Paul Bardell) 
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