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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of  The Tiger.  
 
Our cover photograph this month, courtesy of  Lynn and Brian Roffee, shows wreaths of  the 
Royal British Legion displayed at the Menin Gate, Ypres, following the 90th anniversary 
commemorations of  their first pilgrimage to Ypres in 1928. The original “Great” Pilgrimage saw 
over 11,000 Great War veterans and War Widows return to, or visit, the battlefields of  France and 
Flanders, the Pilgrimage culminating in a parade and ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres, 
unveiled in July of  the previous year. 90 years later, 1,150 Branches of  the Royal British Legion 
were represented at the Menin Gate to mark the centenary of  the launch of  the 100 Days 
Offensive.  
 

 
ABOVE: Standards at the Menin Gate 

(photograph courtesy of the Royal British Legion) 

RIGHT: The Hinckley Branch Wreath 

(photograph courtesy of Lynn & Brian Roffee)  
 
The splendour of  this occasion is surely an apt reminder that not every anniversary has to be a 
“centenary” to be worthy of  remembrance. One hopes, therefore, that other such events will thus 
continue to be held once the date of  11th November 2018 has passed. The Great War will not 
cease to have happened after this landmark date, although the focus the nation deigns to bestow 
upon it will lessen and the funding available for projects connected to it will cease.  
 
This is when the Branch will be able to do its most worthwhile work in 2019 and beyond. As no 
less an authority than Sir Hew Strachan reminded his audience in a recent lecture at Leicester 
Cathedral, the Great War officially continued for a further six years after November 1918. As the 
battleground changed from one of  military presence to one populated by politicians, the 
ramifications of  their actions shaped the remainder of  the 20th century and beyond. That, too, at 
least in my opinion, is worthy of  remembrance, if  not also commemoration.   
 
 
D.S.H  
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PARISH NOTICES 
 
 

FORTHCOMING BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, LE18 2BA 
 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. (Approx.) 

 

24th September 2018  
Guest Speaker: Dr Jim Beach 

British Intelligence  

& The German Spring Offensives 

 
A valued supporter of  our Branch, Dr Jim Beach, Senior 
Lecturer in 20th Century History at Northampton University, 
makes a welcome return with his latest presentation regarding 
Military Intelligence and the Great War.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

29th October 2018  
Guest Speaker: Greg Drozdz B.E.M. 

Africa & The Great War 
 

Today the story of the conquest of Germany’s colonies 
within the African continent are either forgotten or largely 
ignored. Yet four separate campaigns were waged, with 
varying degrees of success, as Greg will explain in due course.  
 

 

26th November 2018  
BRANCH A.G.M. 

& 
Guest Speaker: Dr John Sutton 

The Unknown Soldier 
 

Our former Chairman presents his revised version of  his 
story of  the Unknown Warrior; a fitting conclusion to the 
Armistice Commemorations that have taken place earlier this 
month.  
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . . 
 

 
 

 

SUNDAY 

23RD SEPTEMBER 

 2018 
 

10.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. 

Admission £1.00 

 

VENUE 

Holiday Inn, Wigston 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

YOUR 
BRANCH 
WILL BE 

AMONGST 
THE 

ATTENDEES 
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SECOND ONLY TO JUMBO? 
by Valerie Jacques 

 
 

Did anyone manage to see any of  “Animal Park Summer Special” on BBC1 recently? I caught a 
glimpse one morning which happened to feature Longleat’s rescued circus elephant, Anne, who, 
on one of  the hottest days of  the Summer, was being treated to a huge ice lolly made from water 
and fruit using a bucket as a mould! In this 250th Anniversary Year of  Circus, Anne reminded me 
of  another circus elephant who valiantly served the City of  my birth, Sheffield, during the Great 
War. This elephant was Lizzie and here is her story . . . 
 

 

Our tale begins with the company of  Thomas William Ward 
Limited, a scrap metal and ship breaking business, established 
in 1873, which became vital to Sheffield’s many foundries and 
steelworks. The firm eventually became the biggest scrap dealer 
in the country and, by the outbreak of  The Great War, 1235 
people were on the payroll all employed in the daily feeding of  
thousands of  tons of  scrap metal to steelmakers throughout 
the land – crucial, of  course, to the nation’s War effort. 
 

Our next addition to the story is one William Charles Augustus 
Sedgwick who’s travelling menagerie, comprising of  a variety 
of  performing animals, waxworks and other fairground 
attractions, happened to be wintering at the Wicker Arches (a 
long railway viaduct and part of  the Great Central Railway) in 
Sheffield. Travelling showmen were, by nature, caravan  

Thos. W. Ward Ltd 

Advertising Poster, 1912 

dwellers, nomadic professionals who provided entertainment 
for the working classes and the outbreak of  War significantly 

disrupted their way of  life. Constrained by the terms of  the Defence of  the Realm Act (DORA) 
which placed restrictions on travel, fuel and food rationing, together with sporadic black-outs to 
avoid being spotted by Zeppelin raids, families were forced into much hardship with many facing 
starvation, both animal and human. The younger men, those most involved in the care and training 
of  the animals, the mechanics, the drivers and labourers, those who moved the equipment and 
built up the attractions, had volunteered or been called up to fight. Their absence also prevented 
the provision of  much needed entertainment and upkeep of  morale at home. 
 

 
Lizzie hitched to her Thos. Wm. Ward cart 

(Photograph courtesy of University of Sheffield) 
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Most of  the animals from “Sedwick’s Menagerie” were sent to Belle Vue Zoo in Manchester but 
some, following the requisition of  most horses for the War effort, were leased for haulage 
purposes. In 1916 Lizzie the Indian elephant, intelligent, used to people and trainable, thus found 
herself  a most unlikely war recruit. She was soon harnessed to an adapted heavy duty cart and 
dutifully hauled scrap metal, munitions and machinery around the City, for Thomas Ward’s. Stabled 
nearby at Ladies Bridge, Lizzie proved herself  to be quite a character and, despite being fed daily 
rations of  two buckets of  mixed corn and half  a truss (30lbs) of  hay, she was well known as a 
great forager with tales abounding of  her stealing apples from pockets and helping herself  to 
someone’s dinner by pushing her trunk through any available open window! Fitted with specially 
made leather boots to protect her feet from the metal splinters that littered Ward’s yard, her 
strength was the equivalent of  three horses, her largest day’s haul being 28 tonnes in six journeys 
to and from the railway station, each journey a round trip of  around three miles. She was said to 
have carried out work of  a most satisfactory standard, was easier to handle than the horses and, 
without her, production would undoubtedly have been severely hampered. 
 

 
Lizzie on “active service” 

(Photograph courtesy of Forces War Records) 
 

Working alongside Lizzie was one of  William Sedgwick’s sons, Richard, then aged 41, who’d had 
responsibility for the elephants and lions in his father’s menagerie. Richard had been taught the art 
of  animal training by Carl Hagenbeck, a wild animal merchant from Germany, and became the 

daring and fearless lion-tamer “Alphonzo”. After the war he ran a cinema show and concentrated 
his fairground activities on games and amusements. He attended the first post-war Hull Fair with 
two helter-skelter rides and died suddenly of  a heart attack in 1931. 
   
But back to Lizzie and, having quickly become a well-known and much loved spectacle, there are 
conflicting reports as to what happened to her after the Armistice. There are strong indications 
that she was returned to the Sedgwick family but there is also an urban legend of  her continuing 
to work at Ward’s until the cobble stone streets of  Sheffield damaged her feet forcing her into 
retirement. Whatever happened, her legend most certainly lives on and, in 2016, the City of  

Sheffield named a Community Transport Bus, “Lizzie Ward”, after her.  
 

And finally . . . if  you’ve ever heard of  someone laden like a beast of  burden being described as 

“Done up like Tommy Ward’s elephant”, you now know from where the saying originated!  
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COLONEL JOHN CRIDLAN BARRETT VC, TD, DL, FRCS 
A GALLANT AND DISTINGUISHED SOLDIER 

(PART II)  

by Derek Seaton 
 

In April 1920, at a special ceremony held at Lancaster Gate, Barrett was 
presented with a cheque for £330 and other gifts by General Sir Ian 
Hamilton.  He was acknowledged as Paddington’s second VC holder 
and the presentation, by local people, was a mark of  appreciation of  
his gallantry. Another memorable occasion took place on 26th June 
when he attended the Buckingham Palace Garden Party, given by His 
Majesty King George V, for all holders of  the Victoria Cross. 
 
The attraction of  military life remained with John Barrett and, on 14th 
August 1920 he was approved for service with the 5th Battalion, The 
Leicestershire Regiment (Territorial Force).  He was delighted to rejoin 
his old Regiment. In 1924, he qualified MRCS and LRCP and the 
following year graduated with MB and BS (London) degrees.  St 
Thomas’s appointed him Sir Percy Sergeant’s house surgeon.  In 1928 
he became a fellow of  the Royal College of  Surgeons. Meanwhile,  

 
John Cridlan Barrett,  

further military advancement was gained when Lieutenant Barrett was promoted to Captain on  
1st July 1925 and to the rank of  Major on 1st April 1930. 
 
His connection with Leicestershire was enhanced when, on 13th March 1929, he was elected house 
surgeon to the Leicester Royal Infirmary and honorary assistant surgeon the following year on 30th 
April 1930. By this time he was second-in-command to Lieutenant Colonel John Jamie MC, 5th 
Battalion, The Leicestershire Regiment (Territorial Army).  Colonel Jamie, who served in the 
Regiment in the First World War, was also a professional colleague being a physician at the 
Leicester Royal Infirmary.  Major Barrett continued to be known as Claude to his professional 
colleagues, military counterparts and close friends. 
 

 

1935 proved to be a memorable year for John Barrett.  On 1st  
January he was gazetted Lieutenant Colonel (Brevet) and on 
3rd September he married Miss Ernestine Helen Wright at the 
Church of  St John the Divine, St Albion Street, Leicester.  His 
bride was the only child of  Ernest and Sarah Wright of  The 
Grange, Birstall, Leicestershire. 
 
The couple were married by Canon Herbert Williams, Vicar of  
Countesthorpe who was Chaplain to the Forces (TA) and a 
Chaplain to the Leicester Royal Infirmary.  The bride was given 
away by her father and the best man was Lieutenant Colonel 
John Jamie MC.  A Guard of  Honour was provided by the 
Sergeants’ Mess of  the 5th Battalion.   

The Wedding of John & 

Ernestine Barrett 

(courtesy of Leicester Mercury) 

The wedding presents included a silver engraved cigarette-box 
from the officers of  the 5th Leicesters, two antique Sheffield 
plate meat plates from the medical and surgical staff  at the  
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Leicester Royal Infirmary and a combined electric clock and lamp, the gift of  the matron and 
sisters. 
 
On 16th February 1937, Major Barrett was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and appointed Officer 
in Command of  the 5th Battalion, The Leicestershire Regiment (TA). In 1939, after nine years as 
an honorary assistant surgeon, at Leicester Royal Infirmary, he was appointed to the post of  
honorary surgeon.  On 1st September he was mobilized, two days before war was declared, but in 
view of  his surgical expertise he was transferred to the Royal Army Medical Corps (TA), on 26th 
January 1940, in the rank of  Major.  He was subsequently appointed Acting then Temporary 
Lieutenant-Colonel and embarked for service in Iceland, on 8th July 1940, as the Officer-in-Charge, 
Surgical Division, No 30 General Hospital. 
 
Following a period of  home leave in 1941, Lieutenant Colonel Barratt was released from military 
service, on 17th July 1941, in order to resume his duties at the Leicester Royal Infirmary where the 
surgeons were hard pressed at that time. From 1945, John Barrett was the senior surgeon.  His 
status changed to that of  consultant with the onset of  the National Health Service in 1948.  In 
1954, he was instrumental in helping to found the Urology Department at the Infirmary and in 
1958 he was elected to the Council of  the Royal College of  Surgeons, he served in this capacity 
until 1966. 
 
In 1951, he was appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for Leicestershire.  To his great joy he was 
appointed Honorary Colonel of  the 5th Battalion, The Leicestershire Regiment (TA) in 1953, the 
Battalion which he had joined as a young subaltern 37 years earlier.  He served as the Honorary 
Colonel until 1958. During this period the Victoria Cross Centenary Review was held in London.  
On 26th June 1956, Colonel John Barrett along with some 298 holders of  the Victoria Cross were 
inspected by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in Hyde Park, London. 
 

 
Colonel Barrett (right) with the Cuneo painting 

Colonel Barrett was further 
honoured in 1958, when The Royal 
Leicestershire Regiment 
commissioned Terence Cuneo to 
paint a picture depicting the action 
in which he won the Victoria Cross.  
He proudly attended the formal 
unveiling of  the picture in the 
Officers’ Mess at the Glen Parva 
Barracks, the Regimental Depot, on 
9th January 1959.  His recorded 
comment on the picture was:  “It 
was not really quite as fierce an 
action as it appears!” He retired 
from the staff  of  the Leicester 
Royal Infirmary in 1962. 

  
John Cridlan Barrett died at the Leicester Clinic, Scraptoft Lane, Leicester on 7th March 1977 aged 
79 years.  At the time, he and his wife who had no children, resided at 10 Southernay Road, 
Stoneygate, Leicester.  His funeral took place at St Mary Magdalen Church, Knighton, Leicester 
followed by cremation. Mrs Ernestine Barrett lived for a further 22 years.  She died on 11th 
February 2000 aged 94 years. 
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By the terms of  his will, John Cridlan Barrett decreed that, upon the death of  his wife, his Victoria 
Cross and other medals should be given to the Regimental Museum of  The Royal Leicestershire 
Regiment.  Accordingly his medals are now on display at the Regimental Museum in the Newarke 
Houses Museum, Leicester with other artifacts including the Terence Cuneo painting. 
 
His military connections commenced as a cadet in 1912 and ended as Honorary Colonel of  the 
5th Battalion, The Leicestershire Regiment (TA) forty-six years later.  As a surgeon and consultant 
he served the people of  Leicestershire for a period of  thirty-three years.  In times of  war and in 
peacetime, John Cridlan Barrett’s service to his adopted county was the hallmark of  a truly 
remarkable man. 
 

The photograph of Colonel Barrett looking at the Cuneo painting of his V.C. action is 

reproduced with kind permission of the Cuneo Estate/Bridgeman Images.  

Photo credit: Leicester Mercury. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEEN AROUND THE COUNTY 
 

We are once more indebted to Graham Flatt for sending us the following photographs of the 

“Silent Soldier” at St Andrew’s Church in Leicester Forest East. Provided by Leicester Forest 

East Parish Council, the silhouette is designed to provide a poignant reminder of those lost in 

The Great War.  
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YOUR BRANCH IN ACTION 
  
Your Branch continues to be active in the local community, promoting our cause wherever 
possible. A recent display shown at the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland on 
Long Street, Wigston Magna, proved particularly fruitful as a number of  visitors to the event and 
our stall subsequently attended our August Branch Meeting and expressed their intention to return 
again! 
 

 

There can be no doubt that promoting 
ourselves at such events does pay 
dividends and throughout 2018 we have 
made every effort to spread the word 
throughout both of  our counties.  
 
One month later, the existence of  the 
Branch was again publicised, this time at 
St Michael and All Angels Church in 
Thurmaston, where we were again 
assisted by John Taylor and his wife June. 
Whilst the footfall was more sporadic, 
opportunities still arose to widen our 
profile, particularly through the interest 

The WFA Display Table 

Record Office, 4th August 2018 

shown by the representative of  the local 

Free Press, the Thurmaston Times.  
 
Our thanks must again go to the 
Branch Members and associates 
who attended both these events, and 
in particular to John Taylor, whose 
displays of  memorabilia are a 
constant source of  interest and 
admiration wherever they are 
shown. 
 
John will again be assisting us in our 
final display of  the year, at Leicester 
Grammar School, Great Glen, on 
Saturday 29th September. Full details 
of  what promises to be a 
spectacular day of  wide ranging 
military displays can be found  on  

 

Page 4 of  this Newsletter. There 
will also, of  course, be many local 

John Taylor’s Display Table, 

Thurmaston, 8th September 2018 
Centenary Commemorations taking place across both counties around the weekend of  10th & 11th 
November which you may also wish to consider attending. Again, details of  some of  these can be 
found on Pages 12 to 15 of  this Newsletter. We hope that (as we ourselves will be visiting Ypres 
with our Annual Remembrance Tour) our Members and Readers will, somewhere, “fly our Flag” 
in our absence.  
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CENTENARY CALENDAR COMPILED BY THE EDITOR 

 

OCTOBER 1918 
1st – Palestine: Allied forces, commanded by Sir 
Edmund Allenby and led by the Australian 
Third Light Horse, enter Damascus and take 
20,000 Turkish prisoners – Beirut captured next 
day 
4th – Germany: Prince Max von Baden, a leader 
who supports peace moves, appointed 
Chancellor replacing the aging and conservative 
Georg von Hertling  
5th – France: Allies gain control of the 
Hindenburg Line; Lebanon – French naval 
forces occupy Beirut as a base for expanding 
their influence in Middle East 
6th – Germany: Chancellor contacts US 
President requesting armistice based on 
Wilson’s 14 Points 
9th – France: Allies seize Cambrai 

10th - Irish Sea: RMS Leinster, serving as the 
Kingstown (now Dún Laoghaire) to Holyhead 

mailboat, torpedoed and sunk by UB 123 just 
outside Dublin Bay. Over 500 perish in greatest 
single loss of life in the Irish Sea, including the 
first member of the Women's Royal Naval 
Service to die on active duty, Josephine Carr 
14th – France: Second phase of US and French 
Meuse-Argonne Offensive begins with 
Germans forced to rush in reinforcements. 
Heavy losses but Pershing’s troops will break 
through German third and final line of defence 
by 31st; Turkey: Committee of Union and 
Progress (also known as “Young Turks”) resigns 
and new government headed by Ahmed Izzet 
Pasha seeks armistice  
17th/31st - France/Belgium: British cut through 
German defenders holding line of River Selle 
taking 20,000 prisoners. By 31st Germans are 
pushed back behind River Scheldt on a 20 mile 
front. King Albert of the Belgians’ Groupe 
d'Armées des Flandres (GAF) continues to 
attack east of Ypres  
20th – Germany: Submarine warfare abandoned 
23rd – Germany: US President Woodrow 
Wilson’s 14 Points accepted; Italy: Commander-
in-Chief, General Armando Diaz, supported by 
British and French, launches offensive against 
Austro-Hungarians from his line along River 

Piave in what becomes known as Battle of  
Vittorio Veneto; Mesopotamia: British take 
advantage of  Turkey’s imminent collapse and 
begin advance from Baghdad with intention of  
seizing oilfields around Mosul. After two-day 
battle on 28th/29th Turks surrender their 11,300 
troops and 51 artillery pieces  
25th – Palestine: In the final days of the Sinai and 
Palestine Campaign, Prince Feisal's Sherifial 
Forces capture Aleppo during the Pursuit to 
Haritan from Damascus 
26th – Germany: General Erich Ludendorff 
replaced by General Wilhelm Groener following 
Ludendorff’s quarrel with his superior, Field 
Marshal Paul von Hindenburg, over a suggestion 
that an armistice is sought 
27th – France: Canadian pilot, Wing Commander 
William George “Billy” Barker, attached to 201 
Squadron RAF, survives crash-landing after 
inadvertently running into flight of 60 German 

aircraft. His Sopwith Snipe is hit by 300 enemy 
bullets before being forced down but not until 
he’d downed three enemy aeroplanes taking his 
tally of air victories to 52. He was awarded the 
VC and, together with his DSO & Bar and MC 
& two Bars, becomes the most decorated 
serviceman in the history of Canada 
29th – Germany: Sailors of German High Seas 
Fleet mutiny at Kiel’s naval base following 
suggestions they should make one last “death 
ride” against British Home Fleet. Some 40,000 
naval personnel will take over Kiel itself on 4th 
Nov prompting government, fearing a 
revolution, to sue for peace  
30th – Italy: In ongoing Battle of Vittorio Veneto, 
British, French and Italian forces continue drive 
against Austro-Hungarians and capture city of 
Vittorio Veneto, effectively dividing A-H forces 
who are disintegrating. Fighting will end on 3rd 
November with 300,000 A-H troops taken 
prisoner. Italian casualties total 38,000; Turkey: 
Following negotiations on Greek island of 
Mudros government agrees to an armistice under 
which terms Constantinople to be controlled by 
victorious powers and Turkish forces withdrawn 
from Trans-Caucasus region   
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QUORN COMMEMORATIONS 
 

The village of Quorn will be marking the centenary of the end of the Great War and paying tribute to 
its fallen with several village wide events over the remembrance weekend in November. As well as the 
annual Remembrance Services led by the Churches and the British Legion, The Quorn Local History 
Group have joined with numerous other local groups to create events across the village. The local 
historians have researched the lives of the 78 soldiers from Quorn who were lost in WW1 and have 
created a ‘trail’ in tribute to them. A free leaflet with a map is to be distributed prior to the weekend and 
Quorn residents and visitors will be invited to follow the trail which will take in the many events and 
will also lead participants to the surviving homes of the soldiers who did not return. 
 
The Great Central Railway in Quorn is holding an event called 'Great War, Great Central' that will tell 
the story of the railway’s involvement during the First World War and the stories of Great Central 
railwaymen who lost their lives. Quorn & Woodhouse Station will be taken back in time to when the 
station was run by the original GCR Co. at the time of the First World War. Other attractions will 
include: a collection of railway vehicles including the line’s resident centenarian locomotive 04 No. 
63601 and a First World War tank. There will be displays, talks, music, WW1 re-enactors and a vintage 
shuttle bus into Quorn village to tie in with the village events. Entrance to the event will be free with 
standard train travel prices applicable. Tea and coffee will be available in ‘a Voluntary Aid Detachment 
Mess Room’. 
 
The New Quorndon Shakespeare Company will be recreating a Field Hospital in Quorn Village Hall on 
Saturday 10th November from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm, where VAD’s, nurses, wounded soldiers, orderlies 
and doctors will give visitors a taste of what it must have been like for those who volunteered to care 
for the wounded in France. But it is not all doom and gloom as the hospitals were visited by professional 
performers and the staff themselves often created their own entertainment. You might even be offered 
a cup of Camp Coffee and a Number 4 Standard Huntley and Palmer’s biscuit! Also, on Saturday from 
10am to 4pm the Quorn W.I. will be paying tribute to the Suffragettes in Quorn Church Rooms, as well 
as marking the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Leicestershire Women’s Institute. 
 
In the village, St. Bartholomew’s Church will be open from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm on Saturday 10th 
September (with refreshments available) and will house an in-depth display detailing much about the 
lives of the Quorn Soldiers who gave their lives in the Great War. The Baptist Church will also be open 
from 11.00 am to view their history display and to visit their war graves. On Sunday the main services 
in the morning at St. Bartholomew’s Church (10.30 am) and in the Memorial Gardens (11.00 am) will be 
followed by a ‘Thankfulness Lunch’ organised by the Village Events Group. This was an event that 
many villages across Britain held in 1918 and Quorn will be offering their own version in Quorn Village 
Hall, including singalong entertainment and a ukulele band! Tickets for this very special end to the 
Quorn Remembrance weekend will be free of charge and available on request prior to the event. Many 
other local groups will be involved in the events over the weekend and hope that residents and visitors 
to Quorn alike will join us as Quorn remembers and pays tribute to those who gave their all. 
 

Full details of all events can be found at www.quorndon.com  and 
https://www.facebook.com/quorndonvillagehallandoldschool 

OR CONTACT: Sharon Scott on 01509 413067 or via adminassistant@quorndon.com. 
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SYSTON REMEMBERS . . . 
 

REMEMBRANCE 
WEEKEND  

 

You are invited to commemorate the 
end of World War One during 

Remembrance Weekend,  
10th and 11th November 2018, 

 at the Parish Church of St Peter and 
St Paul, Upper Church Street, 

Syston. 
 

The church will be open all day on 
Saturday 10th from 10.30am to 5.00pm 
and just in the afternoon of 
Remembrance Day (11th) from 2.30pm 
until 4.30pm. 
 

Refreshments will be served all the 
time the church is open in the Church 
Hall, Upper Church Street. 

 

VIEW THE DISPLAY OF MORE 
THAN 80 LARGE POPPIES IN THE 
CHURCH-YARD, REPESENTING 
THE MEN FROM SYSTON WHO 

DIED IN WW1, AND MANY OTHER 
DISPLAYS IN THE CHURCH. 

 
 

We aim to offer a quiet place for people to 
remember, even if they are not church -
goers. Displays will include: 
 

 A Power Point presentation of the 
Syston WW1 memorial book will be 
shown on the large screen throughout 
the day, alternating with a presentation 
showing what Syston was like in 1914 
when the men went off to war. 

 Brief history of WW1 with map.  

 Syston WW1 and WW2 memorial 
books available to look at. 

 Brief history of the carved wooden war 
memorial under the tower. 

 A display of WW1 medals, and other 
memorabilia.   

 Memorial boards for two soldiers from 
Syston who were killed. 

 Display of reproduction ‘sweetheart 
pincushions’ as made by recuperating 
soldiers. 

 A chance to add your memories and 
prayers about loved ones who died in 
(any) war in the last hundred years to a 
‘memory board.’ 

 Display of WW1 poems around the 
church.  

 A display in honour of the men from our 
French twin town who died. 

 Display about ‘Animals at War’. 

 Display about the Royal Flying Corps, 
which became the R.A.F.   

 Life on the Home Front in WW1, 
including the role of women.  
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A MAN TO REMEMBER: WILLIAM WARD ODELL  
by Roy-Anthony Birch 

    
To be writing about cricket at almost any time or season of  the year can hardly be regarded as 
unseasonable in the so-called “Modern Era”.  With an increasingly crowded programme of  county 
or inter-state and international fixtures, hardly a day and seldom if  ever a week goes by without 
teams taking to the field somewhere in the world, with players and officials alike being subjected 
to unprecedented media exposure. 

  

Yet there was a time, a hundred or more years ago, when the visit of  an overseas touring team, if  
not quite a novelty, was something to be relished as a comparative rarity - it didn’t happen 
automatically every year, and when the game was played, as some saw it, according to the values 
of  an irretrievably vanished age.  This was what the one-time doyen of  cricket correspondents, 
E.W. “Jim” Swanton, not without his own tinge of  nostalgia perhaps, characterised as cricket’s 
“Golden Age”.  Most of  its players - even the “internationals” have long since been forgotten: 
barely a handful survive as present-day household names.  My object here is to celebrate the service 
of  one who ought never to be forgotten, and is supremely worthy of  our remembrance still. 
 

 

William Ward Odell was born in Leicester on 5th November 
1881, the fifth of six sons, in addition to their only daughter, of 
The Reverend Joseph Odell and his wife Henrietta Maria, of 
Bishopstone in Buckinghamshire; only daughter of William 
Thomas Baker, “Surgeon, of St. Thomas’s Hospital 
London”.  Born in Houghton Regis (Dunstable) Bedfordshire 
in 1846, Joseph Odell became a minister in the self-styled 
“Primitive” arm of the Methodist movement and served, 
amongst other places, at Abergavenny, Gravesend in Kent, 
Brooklyn U.S.A. and Birmingham, back in England, as well as 
in Leicester.  Known as a somewhat vehement “Evangelical”, 
he became President of The Primitive Methodist Conference (or 
Connection) for 1900-01.    
 

William Ward Odell 

Having seceded from the Wesleyans at the beginning of  the 19th century (c. 1807), The Primitives 
or “Prims”, as they were often known, had become the largest of  Methodism’s parallel strands as 
the century drew to its close.  They enjoyed particularly strong support in the north and in the 
English Midlands, so much so that in Leicester, for example, their ministry was sub-divided into 
two distinct “circuits” with The Reverend Joseph Odell being one of  two ministers appointed to 
Circuit II.  He officiated (or was “stationed”) in Leicester from 1880-1885, when both William and 
his younger brother Edwin Freame Odell were born, with the family living at 11 Norfolk Street, 
running between Leicester’s Hinckley and King Richard’s Roads.  Judging by the locations of  the 
two chapels within Circuit II in relation to the addresses of  its respective ministers, the likelihood 
is that The Reverend Odell ministered mainly, if  not exclusively, from the St. Nicholas Street 
Chapel rather than from the Aylestone Park Mission Room. 
  
By the time of  the 1891 Census, the family had moved in Aston “in Warwickshire”, long since 
subsumed into Birmingham, where Mrs Odell presided over a seemingly busy and demanding 
household.  Nine-year-old William, naturally, remained at home, with three of  his four older and 
his two younger siblings, together with four male lodgers, some if  not all of  whom may have been  
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under the tutelage of  The Reverend Odell.  With just two teenage female servants ”living-in”, one 
wonders to what extent, if  any, William’s entering a new school in the following year may have 
lightened the load of  those charged with the often irksome domestic duties.  Either way, in 1892, 
William was enrolled at the King Edward VI Camp Hill School for Boys in Birmingham; one of  a 
handful of  late 19th century satellites of  the original 1552 King Edward VI Foundation, with Camp 
Hill Grammar dating from 1883.  William’s time at Camp Hill covered his adolescence and young 
adulthood.  The six years prior to his leaving in 1898 marked not only the perhaps to be expected 
developments in personality and temperament, but also significant strides towards the realisation 
of  no mean sporting prowess.  
  
While his achievements on the Rugby field and the athletics track seem comparatively modest, we 
can easily imagine his eager anticipation in the approach to a new cricket season.  For the summer 
game was indeed his forté.  As a member of the Camp Hill First XI for an unprecedented five 
successive seasons - 1894-98 - and as skipper in ’98 (William’s last), the side was led to the summit 
of success as never before.  Testimony to this success comes mainly from the September 1898 

edition of the Camp Hill Old Edwardians magazine, where, in reviewing “the best season in the 

history of the Camp Hill School”, we read that “The success achieved by W.W. Odell, the 

Captain, is very remarkable: batting, 340 runs in 17 innings with an average of 20: bowling, 

90 wickets for 261 runs at an average of 2.9 per wicket”.   
  
As the leading wicket-taker for the Camp Hill Old Edwardians (Old Boy’s) side, in 1899 (51 at 7.4 
runs per wicket), his form was quite undiminished.  Hardly surprising then, that he should step 
into the arena as a full-time player in the “Golden Age” of  King Edward VII’s reign.  Leicestershire 
would be the chief  beneficiary of  his cricketing talents, although 21 of  his 193 First-Class 
appearances were made for other teams.  Born of  an apparently modest though financially sound 
family, William was able to play for several consecutive seasons as an amateur or what we might 
call “a gentleman cricketer”; so typifying a clear majority of  players of  his day.  Latterly, however, 
with the increased responsibilities of  his own burgeoning young family, he was obliged to become 
little more than on occasional player.  But he always held to his amateur status within the game.    
 
William Odell would have made no serious claims to be anything 
other than “a workaday batman” at First-Class level.  His best with 
the willow was 75 in 1908, as one of  nine career half-centuries, 
although he did participate in a record-breaking stand of  160 for 
Leicestershire’s ninth wicket, against Worcestershire in 1902.  His 
abiding strengths and reputation lay in his consistent facility with 
the ball.  As a right arm medium pace bowler, he made his First-
Class debut playing for Leicestershire against London County C.C. 
at Crystal Palace Park (County’s home ground) on 22nd July 1901 
and could hardly have made a better or a more headline-grabbing 
start.  His first ever “victim” was none-other than the legendary 
W.G. (William Gilbert) Grace; then aged over 50 but still a 
formidable figure (and not only in the cricketing sense), who was 
caught on the long-on boundary off  Odell for 83. 

 
Dr W. G. Grace, 1902 

   
The great “W.G.” had every reason to remember W.W. Odell within a fortnight of  their first 
encounter, with William catching “The Doctor” in the deep in the return fixture at Leicester’s 
Aylestone Road ground, dismissing him now for naught.  (Odell’s overall analysis for the match, 
on 5th August 1901, was 9 for 73).  Possibly on the principal of  it being better to have him “on  
 

17 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjvqsrcir3dAhXGaFAKHWhED1wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._G._Grace&psig=AOvVaw3-_zVuqcMoOf-RJqhgRgfI&ust=1537103369975481


side” rather than against him, W.G. invited Odell to play for his London County side (which W.G. 
had founded) in a match against the M.C.C. in 1902.  This certainly proved a shrewd selection by 
“The Doctor” and enabled Odell once again to capture the headlines.  As if  his haul of  six second 
innings wickets wouldn’t have been enough, he had the distinction of  sending a certain Arthur 
Conan Doyle back to the pavilion “without troubling the scorers”.   Something of  a leveller for 
the famous author, perhaps, during the year in which he was knighted! 
  
Odell was to take a total of  737 First-Class wickets at an average of  23.59 during his career.  While 
statistics alone cannot convey the full picture, yardsticks such as the number of  times a bowler, for 
example, took 100 or more wickets in a season, testify to his true pedigree.  Odell achieved the feat 
four times during his own “Golden Age”: in 1903, 1904 - his most successful season with 112, 
1905. & 1907, the only year in which over a hundred were taken exclusively for Leicestershire.  Best 
bowling figures of  8 for 20 (in a single innings) were returned for Leicestershire versus the M.C.C. 
at Lord’s on 28th May 1906, while outstanding match analyses (both innings) included 10 for 103 
against Warwickshire in 1901 and 10 for 140 for Gentlemen v. Players at the Oval in 1905.  1908, 

however, marked the end of  his full-time career.  The Times of  21st October 1908 carried the 

following under SPORTS IN BRIEF; Cricket “Owing to business engagements, Mr W.W. Odell 

will not be able to play for Leicestershire next season except during holidays.  He joined the 

side in 1901 and has rendered the County valuable help both as bowler and batsman”. 

  

The nature of  Mr Odell’s “business engagements” might well be linked to his father’s time in 
America.  The 1911 Census shows William W. as “A District Manager with The International 
Correspondence School Ltd. in Birmingham, Warwicks”.  This was indeed an American long-
distance learning enterprise, founded in Pennsylvania in 1889, which established its first British 
branch in 1904.  Continuing now as the Penn Foster Career School and retaining strong links with 
Britain, it has a worldwide reach via the internet.  

   
William Ward Odell made his final First-Class appearance at the Aylestone Road ground in the 
match against Nottinghamshire beginning on 29th August and ending on 1st September 
1914.  (Strictly speaking, therefore, the September date is that of  his last appearance).  The 32-
year-old’s contribution was minimal (1 for 24) and the visitors won by 208 runs.  But rather more 
pressing matters no doubt prayed on the minds of  many of  the players and William, for one, 
prepared to fight on an infinitely more exacting field.  
  
By 1915, Odell had joined the ranks of  the Sherwood Foresters (Notts. & Derby) Regiment as 
Private no. 6424.  But leadership qualities such as those he had displayed in abundance on the 
cricket field are likely to have been noticed sooner rather than later so that he entered the Inns of  
Court O.T.C. within a year.  His commission as Temporary 2nd Lieutenant (on probation) as of  5th 

September 1916 was announced in The Supplement to The London Gazette of  20th September 
’16 and confirmed on 16th April 1917.  Sources vary over the precise date of  his joining the 9th 
“Foresters” on The Somme, one showing 18/11/1916, now officially designated the closing day 
of  The Battle or, more realistically, perhaps, “The Campaign”.  That Odell was wounded soon 
after his arrival, at St. Pierre-Divion on 19/12/1916, however, is not disputed.  Yet he was 
sufficiently restored not merely to rejoin his unit but to show his initiative and esprit de corps at 

Messines in June 1917.  From The Supplement to The London Gazette 17th September 1917 under 

awards of  the MILITARY CROSS: “Temp. 2nd Lt. William Ward Odell Notts. & Derby Reg.  For 

conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in taking out a patrol at a critical moment and 

gaining very valuable information which resulted in bodies of the enemy, who were massing 

for an attack, being dispersed by our artillery fire.  Throughout all operations he has 

consistently displayed the utmost courage and coolness”. 
18 



The 9th Bn. Sherwood Foresters moved into trenches near Ypres on 15th July ’17 as part of  33rd 
Brigade (11th Division), to safeguard the line until the Battle of  Pilckem on 31st July, the opening 
day of  the Passchendaele Offensive.  (The Battalion HQ was at Essex Farm and the reserve 
trenches were at La Belle Alliance, where several Notts. & Derby men now rest).  On 4th October 
1917 the Battalion attacked Poelcapelle, east of  Ypres, in what is officially known as The Battle of  
Broodseinde; one of  several initiatives at around that time aimed at destroying enemy machine-
gun positions, some in shell holes, and similarly stubborn strongholds.  The plan was to move up 
to the western edge of  the village and then, circumstances permitting, to press the attack still 
further eastwards towards the Flanders Line, running due north of  Gravenstafel.    
  
The attack was launched at 6 a.m. on the 4th, over sticky and rain-sodden ground, behind what one 

commentator calls “a hurricane bombardment”.  Significant sniper activity as well as machine-
gun fire threatened to impede the advance until Sergeant C.H. Coverdale of  the 11th “Manchesters” 
intervened, capturing two snipers and accounting for a team of  machine-gunners, seizing their 
weapon and turning it against the retreating Hun; an action which helped earn him The Victoria 
Cross.  Corporal Fred Greaves of  the 9th Sherwood Foresters received the same award for 
broadly similar heroics on the same day.  Meanwhile, 2nd Lieutenant W.W. Odell M.C. had been 
shot in the chest by a sniper at approximately 6.30 a.m.  His batman, Pte. Edgar Spencer, came to 
his aid almost immediately but the 35 year-old subaltern, knowing he was dying and being 
characteristically alert to the situation to the last, waved him away to ensure that as many men as 
possible should be free to maintain the attack.  Private Spencer was hit by Shrapnel shortly 
afterwards but seems to have survived what was an ultimately successful though costly 
operation.  The 9th “Foresters” alone lost 15 officers and 234 O.R.s.  Second Lieutenant Odell’s 
body was never found and he is named on the Tyne Cot Memorial (panel 99) at the cemetery of  
the same name near Zonnebeke, Belgium and on the 1914 War Memorial at Camp Hill School in 
Birmingham. 
 

 

 
 

ABOVE: William Odell’s name on the Tyne Cot 

Memorial to the Missing. 

LEFT: The Medals, Death Plaque and Cap Badges 

of William Odell, as displayed when auctioned in 

July 2014. 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 19th October 2018 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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