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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 

 
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of  The Tiger. 

 
As stated at our last Branch Meeting, my 
column this month will give an account of  
the events of  the WFA AGM at which 
those who joined our Branch visit to RAF 
Cosford were present. Firstly, however, 
can I take this opportunity to thank all 
those who travelled for supporting our 
first Branch trip for a number of  years and 
both Valerie & I are delighted that you all 
seemed to enjoy either the preceeding talks 
or the Museum itself.  
 Our party and others enjoying a welcome break 

(Photograph by Mike Rawson) 
The official Agenda of the AGM was swiftly concluded, with apologies for absence, 

confirmation of previous Minutes etc, being only a prelude to the “Question & Answer” 

sessions that were to follow. The confirmation of the Election of the Trustees (the Executive 

Committee) was already a “fait accompli” as, with no new candidates offering their services 

(or being prepared to serve alongside the existing officials, depending on your point of view), 

the current Constitution of the WFA allows those already in office to remain in Office a,nd, in 

this instance, to even bring back certain parties who had already resigned in the aftermath of 

the sale of the Butte de Warlencourt.  

 

The Approval of the Annual Accounts brought that same issue to the fore when I questioned 

the transparency of the sale in the accounts. The Butte had been sold for 10,000 Euros, but only 

a net gain of £895 was recorded in the notes to the Accounts. Accepting that 10,000 Euros 

would convert to approximately £9,000, where had the other £8,105 gone? Apparently in 

“Legal Costs”! Unconvinced that 90% costs were either necessary or correct, I chose to vote 

against the Accounts, to loud comments from certain parties sitting close by.  

 

In the following “Question and Answer” sessions that followed, the loud comments from the 

same parties continued unabated, either shouting down those with valid points against the 

actions of the Executive Committee or talking over them so most of those sitting nearby were 

unable to hear what was being said. The first session was devoted to “non-Butte related 

questions” and attempts to take the Committee to task for poor publicity during the Centenary 

years, falling membership figures over the same period and large expenditure on overseas 

publicity events that achieved little in terms of raising the profile of the Association, were 

countered by carefully prepared answers, to loud approval from the “certain parties”. One 

questioner also queried the actions of the Committee through reference to the Association’s 

Constitution. His objection to a particular action forbidden by one clause was countered by 

reference to a later clause allowing the Association to “undertake any other actions it saw fit” 

– an obvious contradiction that surely must merit correction?   

 

Following a comfort break, the second session – that relating to the sale of the Butte – began. 

After appeals for a calm and sensible discussion, the re-instated Legal Officer came to the  
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podium to deliver  a carefully prepared report on why the Butte had to be sold. Appearing 

suitably contrite, he explained in great depth his responsibility to his fellow Trustees (the 

Executive Committee) to minimise any “risk” they may incur in being responsible for owning 

a potentially dangerous site in a foreign country where a different legal system operates. 

Whether or not he was brought forward as a “sacrificial lamb”, he received a fair hearing from 

all present, who were surprised to learn that, apparently, similar doubts had been raised as early 

as the 1990’s – another piece of information suddenly “brought forward” to support the 

Executive Committee action.  

 

Questions then followed on the way the sale was conducted. Why, when the Butte was 

purchased by individual donations, were the Members not consulted prior to its sale?  Firstly, 

it was openly admitted, to avoid a split decision amongst the members and secondly to expedite 

the sale to the proposed buyer (former Executive Committee Chairman Bob Paterson) who may 

change his mind on the purchase if objections were raised. The first point must surely be 

questionable and be more likely an attempt to avoid the uproar that did, indeed, follow whilst 

the second, given that the WFA will “repay” Bob his purchase money in future sponsorship, 

may be considered highly unlikely. An apology was given for the poor way in which the 

decision was announced, but not for the way in which the sale was conducted. . . 

 

The discussion on these points proceeded, becoming more noisy as, time after time, those 

attempting to obtain answers were shouted down. A personal attack launched on Taff 

Gillingham, Chairman of Suffolk Branch, by a particularly vocal attendee brought the 

anticipated defence from the abused and at that stage the Meeting was halted for tempers to 

cool. Upon its resumption, it continued in similar vein – two warring parties continuing to circle 

each other, trading blow for blow until the discussion was finally halted after a further plea for 

peace and a suggestion that the matter be laid to rest for the sake of the Association. 

 

One glimmer of hope remains. Working parties, albeit chaired (again as demanded by the 

Constitution) by members of the Executive Committee have been established to consider the 

future business practices of the WFA. We can only hope that, with some degree of “new blood” 

involved, they recommend that changes are implemented for the greater good. 

 

In conclusion, may I therefore offer the following points. Firstly, regardless of the wisdom 

behind the sale of the Butte, the secrecy and lack of communication with the Membership 

surrounding this transaction is something I personally find unethical. Having attended the 

Branch Chairmans Conference in February 2018, I came away convinced that, despite 

assurances to the contrary, the Branches and their Members are not respected by the Executive 

Committee, as they deserve to be. Nothing that has occurred since has altered my opinion.  

 

However, given that we as a Branch receive little direct contact (or interference) from the 

Executive Committee, I see no reason why we cannot exist parallel to each other, with the 

Branch continuing to benefit from the advantages gained from being part of the Branch 

network. Even if this situation alters, I am confident that our Branch  is a strong and vibrant 

entity in its own right, thanks to the continued and valued support of you, our Members, and 

will survive as such well into the future . . .  

 

D.S.H.  
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

FORTHCOMING BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, LE18 2BA 
 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. (Approx.) 

 

27th May 2019  
Guest Speaker: Megan Kelleher  

The Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission 
 

Regular visitors to the Great War battlefields are familiar 
with the beautifully maintained Military Cemeteries cared 
for by the staff  of  the C.W.G.C. In her presentation, Megan 
Kelleher will recount both the the history and the on-going 
work of  the Commission, one century after its founding. 

  
 

 

24th June 2019  
Guest Speaker: Dave Dunham 

The Great War German Air Raids  

on Britain 
 

Advances in aviation technology saw Germany launch a 

series of strategic bombing raids against Great Britain from 

December 1914, thus bringing the war to the “home front”. 

Making a welcome return to our branch, Dave Dunham tells 

the story of these raids. 

 

29th July 2019  
Guest Speaker: Ross Beadle 

Sir William Robertson:  

Architect of Victory?  
 

Having enjoyed a unique rise through the ranks of the 

British Army, by 1918 William “Wully” Robertson served 

as Chief of the Imperial General Staff between 1916 and 

1918. A close ally of Sir Douglas Haig, was it actually 

Robertson who laid the foundations for eventual victory? 
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . . 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 
2ND JUNE 

2019 

 
 

LEICESTER  
POST CARD FAIR 

 

Holiday Inn  
299 Leicester Road 

Wigston Fields  
Leicestershire 

LE18 1JW 

 

10.00A.M. – 4.00P.M. 
Admission £1 

 

 

 

See www.paperandplastics.co.uk  
for further details 

  

 

 
 

SATURDAY 
22ND JUNE  

2019 
 

 

 
 

ARMED FORCES DAY PARADE 
March off  at 11.40 from the top of  High St, 
Leicester, led by the Seaforth Highlanders Pipe 
Band towards the Clock Tower where the Lord 
Lieutenant, supported by the Lord Mayor and 
Chairman of the County Council, will take the 
salute. 

 
 
 

SATURDAY 
6TH JULY  

2019 

 

 

 

 

AT RISK  
WAR MEMORIALS  

OPEN DAY 
 

The Chancel,  
Rear of  All Saints Church, 
Highcross Street, Leicester 

 

11.00A.M. – 4.00P.M. 
 

Visit www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk  
for further details 
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YOUR BRANCH IN ACTION 
 

 
As always, we continue to advertise the existence 
of  our Branch and our presence at the Open 
Day and AGM of  the Leicestershire & Rutland 
Family History Society on 24th March provided 
another occasion to raise awareness of  our 
cause. Once more we are indebted to John & 
June Taylor for another excellent display of  
Great War memorabilia (shown right) and to all 
Members who attended on the day. Such events 
are ideal opportunities to engage with the 
general public and remain an excellent way of  
attracting new attendees to our own Branch   
Meetings. 
 

Three days before our Branch visit to RAF Cosford, as described in the Chaiman’s Column, 

members of  the Branch joined the Friends of Welford Road Cemetery to commemorate ANZAC 

Day and the fallen Australians who lie within the Cemetery.  

 

     
Valerie lays the Branch Wreath The Cross of Sacrifice with Standards 

 

As always it was pleasing to see a number of  Branch Members amongst those present and our 
thanks go to those who attended. Wreaths were laid by the Friends of  Welford Road Cemetery, 
our Branch (as shown above) and also by the Leicestershire Branch of  the Britain-Australian 
Society, like ourselves a county branch of  a national Association.  
 

As some of  our Members have connections with Australia, readers may wish to know that the 
Leicestershire Branch of  the Society was formed in 1985 to encourage and support those who 
have Australian connections and who wish to maintain contact with Australia. For an annual 
subscription of  only £10, Members can attend a number of  local events throughout the year, 
including illustrated talks, outings and an annual “Australia Day” Lunch. They also welcome any 
new members and further details can be obtained from Branch Chairman Barry Wilford by 
telephone on 0116-2714683. 
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WAS AN AUSTRALIAN SOLDIER EXECUTED BY THE 
BRITISH ARMY IN THE GREAT WAR? 

by Lynne Roffee 

 
Whilst visiting the State Library in Melbourne, Victoria I noticed a book called “World War One - 
A History in 100 Stories” written by B Scates, R Wheatley and L James which was published in 2015.  
Scates was formerly a Professor of  History & Australian Studies at Monash University, whilst 
Wheatley and James were PhD candidates at that time. The introduction states that each story is 
“a microhistory in itself  but all relate to large issues during and after the fighting”. 
 
One story that caught my interest was that of  Samuel Rowley Mellor which centres on his mother, 
Elizabeth Mellor, writing in 1917 for the first time to A.I.F. Base Records, in Australia. She hadn’t 
heard from Samuel for a long time and thought something must have happened to him. I read the 
words of  her letter: “it has come to my knowledge that he is in an asylum badly shell-shocked and 

suffering from loss of speech. He is in a place 100 miles from London called Leicester, it is the one on 

a hill near the cemetery. Would you kindly investigate this matter for me.”  The description of  the 
asylum is of  the former 5th Northern Hospital, which was located (“on a hill”) near Welford Road 
Cemetery in Leicester. This is now the Fielding Johnson Building, at the University of  Leicester. 
 
Mrs Mellor was informed that he was “illegally absent” and by June 1919 she was still writing and 
had sent a photograph and details of  his scars and moles. Samuel’s file had been marked “Secret” 
and remained locked away at the Base Records Office of  the A.I.F. and his fate kept secret. He 
had deserted the A.I.F., had assumed another name, and then joined the British Army as Gunner 
Frank Oswald Wills, Royal Field Artillery.  
 
In 1919 he was arrested in Paris following a drunken brawl where he shot and killed a military 
policeman. He was tried and found guilty and sentenced to death by firing squad. His last request 
was to speak with an Australian Officer. The story ends with Samuel seemingly making no attempt 
to save his life but wanting his mother to be told what had happened to him. He was shot at dawn 
on 27th May 1919. This is where the story in the book ends. As I had many unanswered questions 
about Samuel’s story, I decided to undertake some of  my own research to find out more. 
 

 
 
One of  the main questions I had centred on was how the connection was made that Samuel and 
Frank were in fact the same man.  In the UK there are no birth records, Census details or Military 
records for a Frank Oswald Wills. However, there is a CWGC grave for someone of  this name 
(Gunner, TMB, RFA, Service No. 253617). There are two entries in the British Army Register of  
Soldier’s Effects for Frank and one (shown above) states that he was shot on conviction. 
Unsurprisingly, there is no medal card. 
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I found the name of  the murdered policeman using the CWGC 
records. He was Lance Corporal P/7920, Bernard Webster, aged 
37, who served in the Military Foot Police, and was from Derby. 
He died three days after the shooting and is buried in Levallois–
Perrett Communal Cemetery, Paris. 
 
Further research took me to the investigations of  Tim Holmes and 
Sandra Playle and others on the Great War Forum who had 
undertaken considerable research some years ago, to ascertain if  
Samuel and Frank were one and the same man. Tim and Sandra 
had accessed Samuels A.I.F. file which details about what can only 
be described as less than satisfactory conduct on his part. 
 
Samuel was born on 8th October 1898 and enlisted as Pte 1709 11th 
Reinforcement, 1st Light Horse, on 3rd February 1915, under his 
brother Richard Rowley Mellor’s name. Samuel’s A.I.F file (is under 
his assumed military name of  Richard Rowley Mellor) shows he 
left Australia on 23rd October 1915.  Richard had previously applied 
to join the army and had been rejected on medical grounds.  
 

 
The headstone of  

Lance Corporal Webster, 

Levallois–Perrett Communal 

Cemetery, Paris. 

Enlistment papers showed that Samuel was 21 one years old, worked as a mechanic and lived at 
147 Wigram Road, Forest Lodge, Sydney, Australia. After undertaking initial training, he embarked 
for Egypt in October 1915 and arriving in November of  the same year to join his Regiment. In 
February 1916 Samuel was in hospital with mumps and records show that during the next few 
months records show that he was hospitalised on several occasions suffering from a variety of  
ailments. 
 
On 2nd May 1916 Samuel was sent to 4th Field Ambulance in Serapeum, Egypt suffering from 
anaemia and rheumatism. At some point he transferred to the 4th Division Cyclists Company and 
was shipped to England in June 1916. By August that year he was in hospital again suffering from 
a perforated ear drum allegedly sustained whilst in Cairo in February that year. Records show that 
a medical board, held on 22nd August 1916, declared him permanently unfit and that he should be 
sent home. He was suffering from “chronic otitis media” (perforated eardrum) of  the left ear but 
was deemed fit for home service.  
 

 

In October 1916 Samuel was sent to 5th Training Battalion at 
Rollestone Camp. By the 7th November 1916 he had 
absented himself  and was returned on 10th January 1917. 
Why he hadn’t been sent home to Australia remains a 
mystery. There is nothing in his records to show why he 
remained in England. A Court Martial was held and Samuel, 
shown as being eighteen years old, was sentenced to six 
months detention with 2 months being remitted.  In early 
March 1917 he again absented himself. In February 1918 he, 
and a fellow absentee, wrote a hand written letter to the 
authorities asking to collect both of  them.   
 
In a hand written letter, (date stamped 18 Feb 1918 by the 
Military and shown left), “Sir - please send Mr Bunnery(?) to 

the above address between the hours 10am to 1pm for the 
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purpose of giving ourselves up as we are two Australian Deserters of long time away. Names are Private 

George Bainbridge of the 45th Batt, Bathhurst Camp N.S.W. and the other name R Mellor F.ALHR. We 

will give further details when we come to camp. Don’t fail for we are anxious to get with our own boys 

again.”  

 
The records do not show that this was acted upon by the authorities. However, Samuel was 
apprehended and returned to Rollestone Camp, whereby an Officer was sent to identify him due 
to such a long absence. There is no mention in his records about the outcome of  this action. On 
the 29th May 1918 he again absented himself  and was never to return or officially be heard of  
again. There is no official record of  his death under his real name of  Samuel Rowley Mellor in UK 

or Australian records. 
 
My research then turned to Frank Oswald Wills, who had joined the RFA as Gunner 253617. It 
seems that he might have joined as result of  a sweep by the British Army. His military records 
were destroyed, along with thousands of  others during a bombing raid over London in the Second 
World War. Therefore, it has not been possible to obtain information on his enlistment. However, 
records indicate that he went absent two weeks after the Armistice in November 1918. 
 
Frank was found in Paris and on 12th March 1919, whilst at the Hotel de la Poste, he shot two 
military policemen with a revolver as they tried to arrest him. It is said he was under the influence 
of  alcohol at the time of  the shooting. He delivered his own defence at the Military Court Martial 
held between 14-16th May 1919 and stated “I am 20 years of age. I joined the Australian Army in 

1915 when I was 16 years of age. I went to Egypt and the Dardanelles. I have been in a considerable 

number of engagements there, and in France. I joined the British Army in April 1918 and came to 

France in June 1918. I was discharged from the Australian Army on account of fever which affected my 

head contracted in Egypt. I was persuaded to leave my unit by my friends and got into bad company. I 

began to drink and gamble heavily. I had no intention whatever of committing the offences for which I 

am now before the Court. I ask the Court to take into consideration my youth and to give me a chance 

of leading an upright and straightforward life in the future." 

 
This still didn’t explain how the connection was made between Samuel and Frank. I contacted 
Sandra Playle to ask her how the connection had been made. She responded to me by simply 
stating “Fisk”.  This sent me down another route to research.  I found a Robert Fisk, who is leading 
British War correspondent, and in an interview, published in the Socialist Review in December 
2004, he spoke about his father Bill Fisk, who had been a 2nd Lt, 12th Batt. Kings Liverpool 
Regiment during WW1. He reported: - 
 
“My father was a right wing man, very conservative; he believed in law and order, in bringing back 

hanging. He was ordered to command a firing squad set up to execute an Australian soldier for the 

killing of a British policeman in Paris. My father refused. He argued it was wrong to kill soldiers. The 

man was executed anyway. My father’s punishment was to go around digging up bodies in no man’s 

land and burying them in the big British military cemeteries. He (meaning Frank) had been invalided 

by the Australian army then re-joined the British Army. Just after the end of the war he went to Paris, 

got drunk and shot a British policeman. I've actually found that the hotel where he was staying in Paris 

is still a hotel. I've actually slept in his bedroom for a night, and found the exact staircase where he 

murdered the British military policeman.” 

 
 

TO BE CONTINUED 
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FROM BROMPTON TO BELGIUM . . . 
by David Humberston 

 
Readers may recall that, in my concluding article on Brompton Cemetery in London, I mentioned 
the grave of  Sub-Lieutenant Reginald (“Rex”) Alexander John Warneford of  the Royal Naval Air 
Service, who became the second aviator of  the Great War to be decorated with the Victoria Cross. 
Warneford gained his award when he shot down German Zeppelin Airship LZ 37 over the skies 
of  Ghent on 7th April 1915.  
 
The cities of  Ghent and Leicester have an interesting connection from an earlier period in history 
through John of  Gaunt, son of  King Edward III and Queen Phillipa of  Hainault, a Flemish 
province whose capital was Mons. John was born in Ghent in 1340 (the  latter name subsequently 
becoming “anglicised” to “Gaunt”) and, upon the death of  his first father-in-law, acquired the 
Earldoms of  Lancaster, Leicester and Derby in 1362. During the reign of  his nephew, Richard II, 
he was the most powerful statesman in the land and his connections with Leicester continued 
through his patronage of  the poet and writer Geoffrey Chaucer, of  Canterbury Tales fame, who 
married Gaunt’s future sister-in-law at St Mary De Castro Church in 1366, with Gaunt himself  
dying at Leicester Castle in February 1399. Later that year his son, Henry, would depose King 
Richard and found the House of  Lancaster.  
 
Today, Ghent is a popular tourist attraction and only a short train ride from Ypres and the Great 
War battlefields. The Town Cemetery at Ghent is also worthy of  attention, containing the graves 
of  executed Belgian civilians, Belgian, French and British military plots, graves of  Italian and 
Russian Great War prisoners-of-war and a memorial to the dead of  Zeppelin Airship LZ 37, which 
fell on a Convent School in the Sint-Amandsberg district of  the city, having been shot down by 
Sub-Lieutenant Warneford. Of  the nine crew members, only one, Alfred Mühler, would survive: 
having fallen through the roof  of  the School, his fall being broken by a feather bed! Seven of  the 
other eight victims were subsequently buried in the Town Cemetery.   
 

 

 
The German Military authorities subsequently erected a 
Memorial to the fallen airmen beside the plot in which they lay. 
Designed by prominent architect Wilhelm Kreis, this was 
unveiled on 5th January 1917 and a war-time photograph of  the 
monument is shown left. Subsequently five of  the bodies were 
were re-interred in Vladslo German Cemetery in 1956, but two  

graves, those of  the Zeppellin Captain, Otto von der Haegen and First Officer Kurt Ackermann 
still remain close to the Memorial.     
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Near to the military burials in the Cemetery is another Memorial, commemorating the fallen Allied 
soldiers of  the Great War. The result of  an architectural competition in 1922, the winning design, 
by sculptor Carl de Cock, was unveiled on 26th October 1924 in the prescence of  King Albert of  
the Belgians.   
 
The four reliefs on the “wings” of  the 
Memorial represent the armies of  
Belgium and France (on the obverse side 
– shown right) and Italy and Great 
Britain (on the reverse – shown below). 
The two allegorical female figures shown 
right carry broken chains and scales, 
symbolising “Freedom” and “Justice” 
respectively The two figures below 
represent “Italy” and the “Rule of  the 
British Empire over the Seas”.  Italy, of  
course, fought on the Allied side in the 
Great War and, as mentioned earlier,      
 

 

some of  her dead lay in a plot nearby. 
Following the Second World War, the 
wording on the Monument was 
amended to include the dates “1939-
1945”. In that conflict, however, Italy 
was an enemy nation and, as a 
consequence of  this, any modern 
commemorations of  the Great War 
take place on the other side of  this 
Memorial and not in front of  the 
Italian “wing”. A further photograph 
of  the Memorial can be seen as our 
cover photograph. 

  
The beauty of  Ghent requires no further comment from the writer, but it is worth remembering 
that many of  these Belgian cities – Brussels and Bruges amongst others – were under German 
occupation during the Great War and therefore will contain sites of  military interest that will 
reward those who seek them out. . . 

 

 
 

The Arms of  Great Britain,  
shown on the Monument 
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A MAN TO REMEMBER:  

ANOTHER WYGGESTONIAN AT WAR 

by Roy-Anthony Birch 

  
Having chosen my first ever WW1 flying casualty for May 2019’s “TIGER”, I feel compelled to 
continue redressing the balance with another of  our intrepid local airmen who took to the skies 
with the Royal Flying Corps.  Readers may recall that 2nd Lieutenant C.I. Carryer, an Old 
Wyggestonian, of  the “Leicester” aeroplane featured in last month’s newsletter, was killed in 
August 1916 within weeks of  the launch of  that same plane and almost exactly a month before 
his 19th birthday.  Reluctant as I always am to draw comparisons, I am constantly struck by the 
tender ages at which so many aircrew perished in those still largely experimental and hazard-ridden 
days; literally denied the opportunity of  “bailing out” and years before the coming of  life-saving 
ejector systems. 
  
Still in 1917, in the pre-R.A.F. era, readers of  local and national newspapers could hardly escape 
the gruesome details of  accidents in which “flyers” frequently suffered lingering and often horrific 
ends.  The Times of  23rd August 1917, for example, reported the fate of  a crew who had taken off  
from the famous Brookfields Aerodrome three days earlier.  The inquest into the deaths of  2nd 
Lieutenant H.S.L. Jordan and Sergeant E. Handley, both of  the R.F.C. heard that their biplane had 
crashed in a meadow near Woodham Grange, at Addlestone, Surrey.  A witness described how he 
saw two planes, “one above the other”, and that, following an explosion, “the lower machine came 

straight down for some distance until it straightened out and the right wing folded back on to the body 

of the machine”. Having apparently continued “for some distance” the remaining wing “also 

suddenly folded back” so that the plane finally plunged into a field.  Both occupants were found 
“under the engine: dead”, and verdicts of  “Death by Misadventure” were returned in both cases. 
  
At least in part, this incident bore an uncanny resemblance to the accident which claimed the life 
of  my current subject; another Old Wyggestonian.  For the inquest also heard that Sergeant 
Handley “was acting as pilot and was instructing Lieutenant Jordan as an observer”.  Although 
names had yet to be released and the facts would only become clear at the inquest, a further report 
in The Times of  23rd August ’17, is very much germain to our story.  “Shortly after ascending at 

Hounslow early yesterday morning, an aeroplane containing two officers of the Royal Flying Corps 

was seen to become unmanageable and fell rapidly.  It struck a house, carrying away part of the roof, 

and crashed to the ground.  Both occupants were dead when picked up”. 

  
This second crash, at Hounslow, had occurred only the day before the report appeared in the 
newspaper and of  the two R.F.C. officer “occupants”, the more senior was Captain John Everard 
Digby Neale of  Leicester.  Captain Neale was the pilot/instructor during a dual-control flight in a 
BE2E aircraft belonging to no. 19 Training Squadron within 18 “Wing” of  the Royal Flying 
Corps.  Second Lieutenant Douglas M. Cleland Hollamby was his 31-year-old pupil.  The officer’s 
BE2E aircraft, serial no. B4411 (sometimes shown erroneously as A4411), was built by the British 
& Colonial Aeroplane Co. Ltd. of  Bristol and fitted with a Royal Aircraft Factory 90 horsepower 
engine.  My local WFA colleague, Paul Bardell, has kindly identified Captain Neale’s plane for me 
and adds that in general, BE type aircraft came “on stream” with the BE1 in 1911 and the BE 
series saw extensive front line service during the early years of  the 1914 War, being engaged in 
reconnaissance, artillery-spotting, and bombing sorties, until they were superseded by more 
sophisticated models.  Even then, the BE2Cs were widely deployed for training purposes and 
played a significant part in Home Defence patrolling, being reportedly responsible for the  
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destruction of  five enemy airships, including four Zeppelins.  
  
Initial accounts asserted that Messrs. Neale and Hollamby’s plane stalled during a low-level mid-
air manoeuvre and was immediately rendered helpless; coming to rest in allotment gardens in 
Staines Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, after cork-screwing ineluctably into the ground.  Given that 
the crash occurred between 6.40 and 7 a.m., and if  The Times’ report of  damage to property is 
indeed accurate, it must be counted a mercy that there seem to have been no other 
casualties.  Whether or not Captain Neale was actually at the controls at the time of  the crash was 
a matter of  momentary conjecture.  But as we shall see, the point was answered to the evident 
satisfaction of  the Coroner within hours of  the tragic accident. 
 
The future Captain J.E.D. Neale, R.F.C., was born on Saturday 
28th October 1894, the youngest of  six children - three sons and 
three daughters, of  Dr. John Headley Neale (1850-1901), 
“physician and surgeon” of  Skeffington in Leicestershire.  All 
except the eldest child were born in Leicester, but with Dr Neale 
known to have married twice, I am currently uncertain as to 
which children emanated from which marriage or indeed 
whether all were from the second union.  But I am certain that 
John Everard’s mother was Caroline Neale (née Thomson); born 
in Scotland in 1860 (or 61): died in Leicester in 1949.  Taking my 
subject’s name - John Everard Digby Neale, in its entirety, I am 
irresistibly drawn to suspect more than a mere suggestion of  a 
link to two of  England’s leading and, for some, most notorious 
families.  Sir Everard Digby of  Stoke Dry in Rutland (c. 1576-
1606), we recall, was closely associated with, if  not quite central 

 
Captain John Everard 

Digby Neale 

to, the 1605 Gunpowder Plot, while his wife, Maria, was a daughter of  Francis Neale of  Keythorpe 
in Leicestershire. 
  
Irrespective of  what, for the moment, must remain “a hunch”, John Everard’s immediate family 
had many a distinguished member.  His father, for example, came comparatively late to the medical 
profession but was evidently highly thought-of  in his 20 or so years in the consulting room; most 
of  them spent in Leicester.  Private consultations were conducted at no 29 London Road (west 
side), which also served as the family home during the Doctor’s lifetime, while he was among the 
first to be appointed Assistant Physician to the Leicester Infirmary, as it then was, occupying this 
post for three years before being elected Physician in 1889.  Gynaecology was his particular 
specialism at what is now “the L.R.I.”, where it was said that “he attended the Infirmary with the 

greatest assiduity and took the greatest interest in all clinical details”. 

  
Medical practitioners were also among John Everard’s mother’s closest relatives, alongside 
ministers of  the Church of  Scotland, artists and painters etc. while Caroline herself  was the second 
of  three daughters - the only offspring, of  John Thomson of  Duddingston near Edinburgh (1803-
1870).  John joined The Royal Navy as a youth but attracted nationwide praise while serving as a 
Lieutenant with the East India Company’s Maritime Service.  Aged 22 (or 23) in March 1825, he 
was instrumental in helping to rescue many of  the 556 survivors from the East Indiaman Kent, 
which was ablaze and near to foundering in the Bay of  Biscay.  Promotion to Captain with East 
India Maritime soon followed, but on marrying in 1848, he came ashore to take up a post at Poole 
Harbour.  Appointments to the coastguard service at Peterhead (Caroline’s birthplace) and at 
Inverness, completed his professional career.   
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Back in Leicester, John Thomson’s grandson, J.E.D. Neale, entered the Wyggeston Boys’ Grammar 
School in 1902, but stayed only briefly.  My understanding is that in those pre-WW1 days, boys  
were not usually accepted into the Wyggeston’s Junior Department until the age of  eight, and it 
may therefore be that he had to wait until October 1902 to be admitted.  Either way, he left in 
1903 and was enrolled in the Preparatory Department of  Christ’s Hospital School in 1904, just 
two years after the 16th-century foundation had moved from its original London site to its present 
location in Horsham, West Sussex.  John Everard left the famous “Blue Coat” School in 1911 and 
was on the clerical staff  of  Leicester’s St. Mary’s Mills at the outbreak of  the so–called “Great 
War”, whereupon he joined an Officer Training Corps.  He was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant into 
4th Bn. Leicestershire Regiment on 26th September 1914 and having undergone training, mostly at 
Luton, was promoted Lieutenant on 13th October 1915.  Then followed a period of  close 
involvement with the training of  men of  our own “Tiger’s” Regiment – almost certainly of  the 
2nd/4th Bn, often, reportedly, on Leicester’s Victoria Park.  
 
 

 

John Everard was promoted Captain in June 1916 while serving in 
Ireland and returned to England in October that same year to train as 
a pilot.  He gained his “wings” on 28th February 1917 (Royal Aero Club 
Certificates no. 4307), having passed the necessary tests flying a 
Caudron Biplane at the Ruffy-Baumann School in Hendon.  His first 
significant posting, while apparently still with the Army, was to Dover, 
where his duties included patrolling the Kentish coast and approaches 
to the Thames Estuary.  Official notification of  his transfer from the 
Army (or “secondment”) to the R.F.C. appeared in The London  Gazette 
on 9th July 1917, effectively, if  unwittingly, signalling the final phase 

of  his military career.  It was in his capacity as a training-instructor that he was killed, aged just 
22.  (Sources that show the age at date of  death as “23” are clearly incorrect).  The report of  the 
inquest into his death, and that of  his pupil-observe 2nd Lieutenant Douglas Hollamby, formerly 
of  The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, appeared in The Times of  Friday 24th August 
1917: viz. 
  

FATAL AIR ACCIDENT 
  
“At an inquest at Brentford yesterday on the bodies of  Captain John Neale and Lieutenant Douglas 
Hollamby, R.F.C., who were killed at Hounslow on Wednesday morning, the evidence showed that 
they were using a dual-control machine and that Captain Neale was instructing his companion in 
its use.  The accident was attributed to Lieutenant Hollamby getting the controls in such a position 
that Captain Neale could not pull it out.  Had they been higher up, it was stated, it would have 
been righted.  Lieutenant Hollamby had received only three hours’ flying experience, and the 
machine was new to him.  The Coroner expressed surprise that a man with so little experience 
should have control of  a new machine, but added that he supposed that this was the only way to 
acquire knowledge.  A verdict of  “Accidental Death” was returned”. 
  
J.E.D. Neale’s death reminds us of  the loss of  so many promising young subalterns.  In a tribute 
paid in 1916 during time spent training some of  our “Fighting Tigers”, it was said that “His capable 

handling of the Battalion during this period was the subject of highly favourable comment on the part 

of a general officer who came down for an inspection, and aroused no small degree of interest among 

those who watched the rapid development of the Battalion into a well-trained unit”.  So much promise; 
sadly unfulfilled. 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 14th June 2019 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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