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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 

 
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of  The Tiger. 
 
As we enter a new decade ourselves, it is perhaps appropriate to reflect on the on-going aftermath 
of  the Great War one hundred years ago at the outset of  what would become known as “The 
Roaring Twenties”. Many territorial changes re-drew the map of  Europe in that year, caused bitter 
resentment amongst most of  the peoples concerned.  
 
One of  the bitterest of  the referendums, or plebiscites as they 
were known, held to establish these changes was that concerning 
the predominantly German-speaking areas of  Eupen and 
Malmedy, some 280 square miles coveted by Belgium. Unusually 
the vote was not secret, with objectors having to register at their 
local village halls between 26th January and 23rd July 1920. Led to 
believe that reprisals were imminent only 271 of  some 34,000 
inhabitants objected, of  which 202 were German officials. The 
annexation of  the territory by Belgium was subsequently 
confrmed on 20th September. Eupen and Malmedy are ringed in 
red on the Map opposite.    
 
In contrast, the return of  North Schleswig to Denmark (the territory again ringed in red on the 
Map above) was accomplished with relative ease. The Danish-ruled Duchy of  Schleswig had been 
conquered by Prussia and Austria in 1864, along with the Danish-ruled German provinces of  
Holstein and Lauenburg. Plebiscites were held in two designated “Zones”; the first, held on 10th 
February 1920, saw 75% of  what became known as Northern Schleswig vote for re-union with 
Denmark whilst the second, held on 14th March saw 80% of  the population of  Central Schleswig 
elect to remain part of  Germany. No voting at all took place in South Schleswig, as the outcome 
(to remain part of  Germany) was beyond doubt. 
 

 

In East Prussia, plebiscites were held in the provinces 
of  Marienwerder and Allenstein, both coloured dark 
orange on the Map on the left. The voting took place 
on 11th July 1920 and, as in Central Schleswig, the 
majority of  voters elected to remain part of  Germany 
(over 97% in Allenstein and 92% in Marienwerder).  
 
The final Plebiscite of  the year took place not in 
Germany but in Austria, to determine the southern   

border between the newly formed Republic of  Austria and the infant Kingdom of  Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes, an entity that would later become known as the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia in 1929. As 
with Schleswig, the vote was intended to take place in two separate Zones, but when the result of  
the voting in the Southern Zone (held on 10th October 1920) was declared in favour of  continued 
union with the Republic of  Austria, the proposed voting in the Northern Zone was never held. 
The border established at that time remains unchanged to this very day and since the disintegration 
of  Yugoslavia, has separated Austria and Slovenia.    
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It was, however, the Allied presentation of  their terms for peace with Hungary that altered 
European Geography to the greatest extent. Delayed initially by reluctance to negotiate with the 
short-lived Communist regime in Hungary and subsequently by the instability of  governments 
that assumed power during the Romanian occupation of  Budapest begtween August and 
November 1919, it was not until the following January that a Hungarian delegation finally received 
a draft of  the required treaty, which, as the Treaty of  Trianon, was finally signed on 4th June 1920 
at the Trianon Palace at Versailles, near Paris. By the terms of  that treaty, Hungary, was shorn of  
over two-thirds of  its Habsburg lands and the same proportion of  its population. As depicted  

 

left, substantial territory was awarded to the infant 
Czechoslovakia and the future Yugoslavia, with 
Romania gaining an even greater area, including the 
historic region of  Transylvania. Even Austria (who 
gained most of  the province of  Burgenland) and 
Italy (the port of  Fiume) were beneficiaries at 
Hungarian expense. 
 
As with Germany and the Treaty of  Versailles, in 
Hungary an atmosphere of  anger accompanied the 
signing of  the Treaty and successive inter-war  

governments worked for the revision of  the treaty clauses, particularly those regarding the 
frontiers. “Revisionism” therefore became Hungary’s major political policy and explains her 
readiness to align herself  along the Axis powers in the subsequent War. Whilst in the short-term, 
the majority of  the lost territory was “regained” by 1941, the long-term implications had more 
serious repercussions.  
 
So, as can hopefully be seen, 2020 will also see significant anniversaries in European history. Let 
us not forget that as the year progresses . . .  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

With regret, I must inform our readers of  the recent passing of  Branch Member Anthony Peter 
Smith, M.B.E. who died on 4th December last year. A former member of  the legal profession, his 
thoughts on the sale process of  the Butte de Warlencourt were most pertinent. Our condolences 
have been forwarded to his family. 
 
I am also certain that all Members will join me in wishing Alan Robinson, our intended Speaker 
for February, a full recovery to health following a major operation earlier this month. Alan’s 
previous presentation on the Battle of  Verdun last April was very well received and we look 
forward to welcoming him back to the Branch when circumstances permit.  

 

 
D.S.H. 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 
 

FORTHCOMING BRANCH MEETINGS 
The Elms Social & Service Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, LE18 2BA 
 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. (Approx.) 

 
 

27th January 2020  
Guest Speaker: John Doyle 

A Mountsorrel Marine in the Great War 
 

Making a welcome return, John Doyle recounts the story of  
a Mountsorrel shoe worker whose Great War service in the 
Royal Marine Light Infantry saw him participate in some of  
the most arduous campaigns of  that conflict. 

 

 

 

 

CHANGE TO THE 
ADVERTISED SPEAKER 

24th February 2020  
Guest Speaker: Jed Jaggard 

Arming Tommy and Jack 

 

A debut visit to the Branch for our highly-regarded 
Speaker, whose “hands-on” approach to his subject will 
both educate and entertain . . . 
 

 
30th March 2020  

Guest Speaker: Ross Beadle 
There was more to it than Tanks:  

Cambrai, 20th November – 8th December 1917 
 
Whilst the Battle of  Cambrai certainly marked the first 
large-scale, effective use of  tanks in warfare, this is only part 
of  the story of  that action, as Ross Beadle, making a 
welcome return to the Branch, will explain . . .  
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . . 
 

 

 
 
 
 

On Display 
until 

SUNDAY 
9th FEBRUARY 

2020  
 

 

 

 
 

 

EXHIBITION 
 

Newarke Houses Museum 
20 The Newarke, Leicester LE2 7BY 

 
Monday – Saturday 

10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
Sundays 

11.00 a.m – 4.00 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SATURDAY 
25th JANUARY 

2020  
 

 

 
 

 

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS  
OPEN DAY 

 

The Chancel,  
Rear of  All Saints Church, 
Highcross Street, Leicester 

 

11.00 A.M. – 4.00 P.M. 
 

Visit www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk  
for further details 
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SUNDAY 
2nd FEBRUARY  

2020 

 

 

LEICESTER  
POST CARD FAIR 

 

Holiday Inn  
299 Leicester Road 

Wigston Fields  
Leicestershire 

LE18 1JW 
 

10.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. 
Admission £1 

 

 

 
See www.paperandplastics.co.uk  

for further details 

 
 

 
SUNDAY 

23rd    
FEBRUARY  

2020 

 

 

BARKBY FOOD AND CRAFT FAIR 
 

Church View Nursery 
Queniborough Road 

Barkby 
LE7 3QJ 

 

Copies of  Dr Karen Ette’s novel 

“Don’t Be Late in the Morning”  
will be on sale 

(see Pages 9 & 10 for further details)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 
14th MARCH  

2020 

 
 
 
 
 

 

HISTORY  
AND HERITAGE SHOW  

2020 
 

VENUE:  
AGE UK, 51 PADDOCK STREET 

WIGSTON LE18 2AN 
 Open 9.30 AM till 4.30 PM 

£1 ADMISSION 
Tea, Coffee & Food Available 

 
See www.lrfhs.com  
for further details 

 

YOUR BRANCH WILL BE AMONGST THE 
EXHIBITORS 
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FURTHER SILVERTOWN FATALITIES REMEMBERED 
by David Humberston 

 
Of  the 73 civilian victims of  the Silvertown Explosion of  January 1917, two were serving fireman 
attending the scene and a further two were children of  firemen who fought the blaze. In the 
concluding part of  my trilogy on the Silvertown fatalities, their stories will now be told.  
 

A number of  firemen were also amongst the many injured, as the following report confirms: On 

17th January, in Silvertown, West Ham Fire Brigade were summoned and on arriving with their 

engine were told to save themselves as they could do no good. Nevertheless, though well aware 

of the danger, they began to couple their hose. The explosion took place, blowing away their 

engine. Sub Officer Henry Vickers and Fireman Frederick Sell were killed and Station Officer 

Samuel Betts and firemen James Betts, Henry Chapple and James Yabsley were injured.  

 
It is estimated between 60,000 and 70,000 properties were damaged in the blast, with buildings in 
the immediate vicinity of  the factory demolished, including the fire-station, several streets of  small 
houses, and the local church. The fire-engine mentioned above was found a quarter of  a mile away 
and damaged beyond recognition.   
 
Henry Vickers was born in Barton, Lincolnshire in 1868, but later 
moved to London. By 1917, he was living with his wife and two 
children in Fort Street, Silvertown and was a member of  the 
Silvertown Fire Brigade. On the night in question, the seven 
Officers of  the Brigade on duty were alerted to the danger 
unfolding by a boy in the street and left their Station, opposite 
the factory itself, to tackle the blaze. Whilst Henry was killed in 
the subsequent explosion, his 20 year old daughter, Annie, had a 
remarkable escape. She had returned home from work to find a 
friend of  her father’s was visiting and it was he who pulled Annie 
beneath a table when the fire alarm was heard. The house was 
destroyed around them, but Annie survived.    

 
Henry Vickers 

 

 
Frederick Sell with son 

Sydney 

Frederick Charles Snell was born in Fulham in 1872, the son of  a 
Sergeant in the Police force. Married with five sons and a daughter, 
Snell was also living in Fort Street, Silvertown  in January 1917, when 
the explosion occurred, with his home also being destroyed in the 
blast. It fell to Frederick’s son Harold  to identify his father’s body 
and also that of  his 15 year old sister, Winifred, another fatality of  
the explosion. Winifred had been inside the fire station with her 
mother and two of  her brothers when the blast occurred and was 
later discovered lying in an ajacent field with her back broken. Harold 
arrived home in time to assist a colleague of  his father’s carry 
Winifred from the field to the pavement in front of  the fire station, 
where, laid on a mattress, she passed away. Her mother and brothers, 
however, survived. Also based at Silvertown Fire Station was 
Fireman George Betts. His wife brought two of  their three children 

out into the street in the aftermath of  the explosion, but a passing stranger went back into the house 
to find the third, four month old baby Ethel, dead in her bed.  
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The front page of the  

 “Daily Mirror” covering  

the firefighters’ funeral. 

 
Mrs Vickers would subsequently receive a letter 
from the West Ham Council expressing 
sympathy and, in an echoe of  the Bishop’s 
sentiments, stating “The members of  the 
Council felt that your husband as willingly gave 
his life and died gloriously as any soldier on the 
battlefield”. The Council would subsequently 
award both firemen a “Corporation of  West 
Ham Bravery Medal” , that awarded to Henry 
Vickers being shown below. Both firemen would 
also posthumously receive the King’s Police 
Medal. 
 

 
 

A Civic Funeral, organised by the West Ham 
Corporation, took place on 3rd February 1917, 
with the four coffins carried on the rear tenders 
of  fire engines to West Ham Cemetery where 
they were buried together in a single grave. There 
were thousands of  mourners present, including 
the Honorable Henry Stoner, representing King 
George V, and the Bishop of  Chelmsford, who 
stated that he had often wished that there was a 
decoration given to firemen equal in importance 
and value to that of  the Victoria Cross. The 
procession was led by a Band from the 
Metropolitan Police. An impressive headstone 
was subsequently erected, which is shown below 
and also as our cover photograph.  
 

 
 

One final tribute was the erection of  a plaque on 
the wall of  the rebuilt Silvertown Fire Station 
commemorating those connected with the  
 

 
 
Brigade killed or injured in the explosion. With 
the closure of  the Fire Station in 2014, the 
future of  this memorial is currently uncertain.  
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FIRST AND ONLY NOVEL ABOUT  
LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT IN FIRST WORLD WAR  

LAUNCHES IN LEICESTERSHIRE 
By Dr Karen Ette 

 

Saturday 21st December 2019 saw the launch of  ‘Don’t Be Late in the Morning’ – the first and 
only novel to be written about the Leicestershire Regiment in the First World War. The two launch 
events were held at the Hub cafe in Syston in the morning, and the Carillon Tower and War 
Memorial, Loughborough in the afternoon, where there was opportunity to speak to the author, 
Dr Karen Ette, buy a discounted and signed copy of  the book and even sample a ‘rum ration’. 
The Borough Carillonneur, Caroline Sharpe, played the clavier and familiar tunes, such as ‘Pack up 
your troubles’ ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’ and ‘Keep the home fires burning’ rang out across 
Queens Park.  
 

  
Author Dr Karen Ette at the book launches for “Don’t be Late in the Morning” 

 

Set in Syston, and culminating at the Battle of  Loos in October 1915, this flagship novel tells the 
previously untold story of  David Adcock, a Leicester Tiger, who fights alongside friends from his 
hometown of  Syston and other town and villages across our historic county. Based on research 
carried out during her PhD at Loughborough University, this unique work of  fiction uses exclusive 
private sources along with published accounts and Dr Ette weaves together truth and fiction to 
illuminate what has become a forgotten battle, fought by men from a town often overlooked in 
considerations of  the Great War – Leicester.  
 

These unpublished primary sources reveal the human and personal cost of  the conflict and this is 

very important to author, Dr Karen Ette, who says: “My intention is that writing a novel using 

original, previously unseen documents, and real people, will rightfully establish the second 

offensive of the Battle of Loos in literature as one of the recognised battles rather than a 

forgotten one. Publisher, Sarah Houldcroft of  Goldcrest Books, also said: My interest was piqued 

when Karen explained to me that her story was based on original letters and diaries. When I 

heard more about the content, how could I not want to get involved with the book! So many 

brave men lost their lives for us in that awful war. I don’t usually get emotional when typesetting 

a manuscript but when I saw and read the magazine articles included in the book it did bring 

tears to my eyes. It is a wonderful testimony to all those young men”.  
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If  you missed the launches, Dr Ette will be at Church View Nursery, Barkby’s Food and Craft Fair 
on Sunday, 23rd February, where you will be able, once again, to enjoy discounted copies of  the 
book (£8) plus the ‘rum ration’.  
 

Available to buy from Karen, Amazon, and a number of  other local outlets, this exceptional novel 

is already receiving great reviews, Clive Curtis said: “Very engaging and accessible. An excellent 

account of the life of ordinary people at the beginning of the twentieth century”. Denis 

Bingham’s review says: “The men that never came home: This Book is a great story of my 

regiment The Royal Leicesters at the Battle of Loos. We were at the 100th anniversary of the 

battle”. And an Amazon customer wrote: “A well-researched, engaging book. The author has 

clearly worked hard to weave many sources of information together to produce this vivid 

account and is to be applauded. Value for money – recommended”. 
  

Synopsis of  Don’t Be Late in the Morning. 
 

 

David Adcock, grows up in the Leicestershire village of  Syston. 
Popular and respected by his friends, they later become his pals 
on the Western Front where, as a ‘fighting Leicester Tiger’, he 
experiences one of  the most catastrophic and overlooked 
battles of  the First World War.  
 
Emily Jane Wade, is the only girl in a family of  five children 
who is sent to live with a cruel aunt and uncle after her mother’s 
death. In 1911 David's widowed mother, Mary Adcock, and 
Emily's father, Alfred Wade, marry and they become step-
brother and -sister. When war is declared in August 1914 David 
is working at the local shoe factory. After a village recruitment 
meeting he knows that at twenty he is old enough to serve 
abroad and volunteers to join the army, along with his pals, 
when there is still a sense of  adventure and excitement about 
going to fight ‘the Hun’.  

 

Emily is in domestic service, but moves back home where she takes over the running of  the village 
post office after her fiancé is killed in action. Here she receives the ‘real’ letters from serving 
soldiers, which are shared with the vicar. Realising that he will be sent to the Front very soon, 
David comes home on leave and asks Emily to marry him and scandal shrouds their relationship.  
 

In March 1915 the theatre of  war in France and Flanders is the setting. The 1/4 battalion of  the 
Leicestershire Regiment are mobilised and strong bonds are formed between the ‘Leicester Lads’, 
culminating in the little-known battle: Loos, 13th October 1915. Many of  David's pals are killed 
and he is left for dead in a cellar after being badly wounded, whilst Emily waits for news.  
 

Don't Be Late in the Morning is written about real people from original, unpublished letters and 
diaries, filling a lacuna in British Great War fiction.  
 
 
 

For further information please contact Dr Karen Ette on email drkarenette@gmail.com or by 

phone 07976 511649.  
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AN APPRECIATION OF THE Y.M.C.A. 
by Roy-Anthony Birch 

 
The organisation now almost universally known simply as “the Y.M.C.A.” was not always as highly 
thought of  as might be supposed; often being regarded, even within the first fifty or so years of  
its existence, as “having had its day” and being of  rapidly diminishing relevance.  But the opening 
of  hostilities in 1914 heralded a new and unparalleled lease of  life, reinvigorating a movement that 
became synonymous not only with the physical and ethical sustenance of  its members, but also 
with their spiritual nourishment; albeit with greater discretion and without proselytising. 
  
The origins of  the Young Men’s Christian Association lay in the mid-19th century.  Founded in 
1844 by the draper [Sir] George Williams, in response to what he saw for himself  as the 
wretchedness of  many young working men living on London streets, his initial aim was to “bring 
them to The Lord” through prayer and Bible study, free from the strictures of  any particular 
Christina sect or doctrine.  But the need to help those of  little or no faith whatsoever quickly 
became apparent, thereby establishing the principle that holds good to this day, which is that all 
are equally deserving of  nurturing and support, irrespective of  the presence or otherwise of  
religious allegiance. 
  
The organisation first gained a foothold in Leicester in the 1880s and by the close of  the 19th 

century was said to have fallen into line with the aims of  the National Association by “being a 

real living force in assisting the youth of the city to a higher social, moral, and spiritual plane 

than had been previously achieved”.  In short, to help instil in Britain’s young manhood a sense 
of  wholesome and responsible citizenship; much as already described.  During the 1890s, with the 
local Association having outgrown its original premises in Leicester’s Market Place, it prepared to 
take possession of  what became and remain its purposely-designed headquarters at the corner of  
London Road (west side) and East Street (north side) within hailing distance of  the then Midland 
Railway Station – later the London Midland & Scottish (L.M.S.), and now simply “Leicester 
London Road”.  (Many readers will doubtless be able to identify the exact location in recalling 
“Roy Vickers; Florist”, only comparatively recently ceasing to trade, with the former Association 
Hall remaining extant as the home of  Leicester’s “Y”  Theatre).   
  
The Association duly expanded the range of  its activities as it eased into the new building – 
(opened officially on December 5th 1900), with many of  Leicester’s leading “citizens” - Sir Edward 
Wood and Sir Samuel Faire, for example, and Alderman Albert Sawday and Alderman Stephen 
Hilton (Mayors of  The Borough in 1903 & 04 respectively), among the most energetic and 
enterprising of  its Governing Council.  The Association seemed conspicuously fortunate in having 
the prominent local architect and surveyor Alderman A.E. Sawday (1851-1923) among its most 
stalwart supporters.  Together with sometime Oadby resident and local land agent, Sir John Tudor 
Walters (1868-1933) - later Conservative M.P. for Sheffield Brightside, the Alderman was foremost 
in creating and consolidating the then new HQ, often specifically and colloquially known, 
according to some, as “The Hut”, although the term is potentially misleading owing to its being 
applied, as it were, across the board to almost all Y.M.C.A. premises, irrespective of  size and 
building materials; brick or timber or so-called “tin”; more likely predominantly corrugated iron! 
  
By the turn of  19th-20th centuries, the new HQ was able to offer some 70 bedrooms - (not 
dormitories, we note)  together with an unspecified number of  bathrooms and toilets etc. - not 
presumably, however, “en suite”, with dining and refreshment and a number of  small meeting 
rooms plus a principal hall for larger, more formal, assemblies.  Add to these a range of  amenities  
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for socialising and relaxation - billiard and games rooms for the sometimes more boisterous 
clientele - table skittles, bagatelle, and dominoes etc., reading and writing rooms with newspapers 
and stationery to hand, libraries and lounges and designated smoking rooms, and almost every 
effort seems to have been made to create something approaching a veritable “home from home”; 
subject, we suppose, to a number of  hopefully none too stringent house rules.  But a safe and 
welcome refuge nevertheless, especially for lads from poorer backgrounds and so-called “deprived 
areas”, of  which Leicester certainly had its share; and this, for several years before the coming of  
“The Kaiser’s War”. 
  

While it has been said that “the British Army made the Y.M.C.A.”, it could quite justifiably be 
argued that the Y.M.C.A. helped make the British Army or at least helped to sustain it to no small 
degree.  Some years before the actual Declaration of  War, but no doubt with a knowing eye to the 
future, annual training camps for Territorials instituted during the Presidency of  Mr W.H. Turner 
had proved increasingly popular, while greater efforts to engage with younger boys, regarding 
gainful employment as well as leisure, had been made at much the same time.  Separate 
accommodation for “boys” as opposed, by implication, to young men, had also been provided by 
then at the East Street HQ,  Many of  these youngsters were no doubt encouraged to join what 
seems to have been the Y.M.C.A.’s own Scout Troop, several of  whose members, from age 15 say, 
were known to have helped coach their slightly older, as yet non-uniformed, contemporaries in 
some of  the rudiments of  military discipline.  Thus the Association had shown itself  prepared, at 
least in part, for what must come.  It now stood ready to confound its erstwhile detractors. 
 

 

From 1914, the Association really came into its own in 
supporting members of  His Majesty’s Armed Forces, whether 
on or off  duty or in transit and whether at home or 
abroad.  Much of  “the core” work developed over the years 
was to prove of  inestimable value in boosting the morale of  
British and overseas servicemen (untold thousands of  whom 
were also to pass through Leicester), while a raft of  new and 
specifically war-related ventures made the Y.M.C.A.’s 
contribution virtually indispensable.  One of  the Association’s 
first major undertakings as, in all senses, it broadened its scope, 
was the opening of  two substantial marquees and additional 
canteen facilities at the Glen Parva Depot.  Similarly 
unprecedented demands for accommodation and catering etc. 
placed an increasing strain on resources at East Street, so that  Leicester Y.M.C.A, July 1915 

from June 1915, management adopted the principal of  being “open all hours” in the hope of  
ensuring that none would be turned away or left out in the cold.  Henceforward and from 10 p.m. 
daily for the remainder of  the War, every conceivable corner - bare boards and all, was used for ad 
hoc sleeping quarters, most of  which were seldom if  ever underused.  (After all, a rug and a blanket 
under almost any roof  would have been preferable to a night on a windswept station platform, 
waiting for a perhaps inordinately delayed connection). 
  
Scores of  volunteers were essential to the smooth running of  the new regime, while street 
collections such as that for “the Y.M.C.A. Hut Fund”, also launched in June 1915, eventually raised 
£1,194 towards the day-to-day running of  the East Street “Hut”.  Yet by early 1917 it was clear 
that even these new arrangements were insufficient to cope with the unerring waves of  arrivals 
and departures.  More drastic measures still would be needed to maintain the level of  service on  
which the local Association’s reputation rightly stood.  The solution lay, almost literally, on its  
doorstep; in the form of  a plot of  land in East Street immediately adjacent to the side of  the HQ. 
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As on so very many occasions, the generosity 
of  Leicester people vis-à-vis the plethora of  
wartime charities knew no bounds, so that 
within weeks rather than months, the £5,000 
for the purchase of  the land plus the building 
and equipping of  what was dubbed the new 
“Model Hut” had been secured.  The new 
extension was opened by Ethel, Lady Beatty, 
of  Brooksby Hall, on Tuesday May 15th 1917, 
and one imagines especially the volunteer 
staff ’s delight at the new kitchen, with gas 
ovens  and “proper” serving counters 
etc. Likewise, the servicemen would surely  

 
The Y.M.C.A. Dormitory 

have rejoiced at the spacious bathrooms and showers, and drying rooms, with what was described 
as “a large bedroom” - this time, probably a dormitory, giving visitors a little more room to 
breathe.  And all was now bathed in the still comparative novelty of  “the electric light”. 
 
Music had almost always played an important part in the life of  East Street, and most especially 
through the enthusiasm of  Sir Samuel Faire (1849-1931), sometime President of  the local 
Association and one of  Leicester’s most ardent patrons of  the art.  He had been the prime mover 
in the promotion of  an annual Eisteddfod, beginning in 1906, and of  a programme of  regular 
Saturday night concerts, beginning in 1908, with modest entrance fees of  1d, 2d, and 3d in 
“old  money”; no more than 1½p in decimal.  Music came to play a still more important part, if  
that were possible, during the war years.  With the opening of  the new extension in 1917, musical 
and, no doubt, theatrical performers were literally able to take to the stage at one end of  its new 
hall, while we are left to wonder quite what sort of  entertainment might have emanated from the 
“musician’s gallery” at the other.  Something pseudo-Mediaeval perhaps?  Fund-raising concerts 
etc., often involving children, had been a popular draw from the earliest months of  the War.  The 
handbill for a recital given in January 1915 in aid of  the British Red Cross and the Belgian Relief  
Fund is shown on our branch website.   
(See “THE TIGER” of  September 2018, issue no. 83 p. 17).  
  
The opening of  The 5th Northern General Military Base Hospital and of  the North Evington 
Infirmary as an Auxiliary War Hospital (in August 1914 and April ’15 respectively) saw a 
mushrooming in the provision of  established Y.M.C.A. services and a marked expansion in the 
range of  its activities.  Double huts for R.A.M.C. staff  and patients were opened at both sites, as 
Association volunteers added still further to their exemplary record by instructing patients in a 
variety of  handicrafts; in effect, fulfilling the role of  what we might now call “occupational 
therapists”.  The range of  articles produced in the patient’s Huts and on the hospital wards was 
indeed impressive.  And with over 70,000 men receiving treatment at these two hospitals combined 
during the War, output must at times have comfortably exceeded what might be expected of  any 
cottage industry.  Raffia and cane work, basket-making, rug-weaving, and mat-making etc., 
together with the design and execution of  sometimes quite intricate leather and lacework, served 
more than one purpose.  Much of  the merchandise was of  sufficient quality to attract good prices 
at sales of  work in aid of  The Mayor’s (Alderman North’s) Wounded Soldiers and Sailors Fund 
and at “Ye Olde Englishe Faire”, another fund-raiser, in September 1916.  Thus, “work” of  
obvious remedial value to many also benefited other, often more seriously wounded, longer-term 
patients; those perhaps less able to benefit from such confidence-building therapy themselves.   

 
TO BE CONTINUED 
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CONTACT US  
     

 

 
 

Leicestershire & Rutland 
 

YOUR BRANCH 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 
David Humberston 

 Chairman & Speakers List 
 

Paul Warry 

 Vice Chairman, Treasurer & Website 
  

Valerie Jacques  

Secretary & Newsletter Editor 
 

 Angela Hall  

Events 
 

 Roy-Anthony Birch 

Promotion & War Memorials 
 

YOUR COUNTY TOWN 
REPRESENTATIVES: 

 

Greg Drozdz - Hinckley 

David & Karen Ette - Loughborough 

Derek Simmonds - Melton Mowbray  
 

Branch Website Address: 
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 
 

Branch Twitter Address: 
@WFALeicester 

 

We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 14th February 2020 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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