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1993: the year of broken 
promises
Eigg continues to stagnate as 
Schellenberg scrambles around to 
find ways to run Eigg Estate after 
spending almost £1 million to buy 
back the island. 



January  
19946 January 1994

The islanders wake up to 
the news of a fire having 
burnt down the shed at 
the pier during the night, 
destroying 
Schellenberg’s 1927 
Rolls Royce. The 
Phantom One Rolls was 
not insured.  

Laird issues “seven-
page statement to the 
media, outlining “well 
organized conspiracy 
to take the island into 
community ownership 
involving the transfer 
of millions of pounds 
from the tax-payers”

Indigenous islander 
responds with open letter 
defending newcomers and 
their contribution, and 
criticizing laird’s fantasy of 
recreating 1920’s living 
conditions



February  
1994Lesley Riddoch’s BBC Scotland “Speaking out” programme comes to Eigg 

The popular daily 2-hour show on Radio Scotland by 
award-winning journalist broadcaster Lesley Riddoch 
makes waves as Allan MacRae from Assynt confronts 
Schellenberg and opens the way for the islanders to air 
their grievances. “The most difficult piece of radio I ever 
did” commented Lesley Riddoch.

Isobel Holbourn
from Highland and 
Islands Forum gets 
in touch after the 
radio show: Eigg 
representatives are 
invited to the Land 
Use conference in 
Inverness.

. 

“He just wants to control everyone, that’s why he won’t hand out 
leases to his tenants. It’s a string he can pull so you’re beholden to 
him… No-one will invest in their properties and future without proper 
security of tenure.” John Cormack, Eigg postman and ferryman. 

March  
1994



July   
1994

Speaking Out journalist Lesley 
Riddoch,  now working for the 
Scotsman, is the 8th trustee. 

Trust in waiting now a trust getting ready to act  

“All crofters on Eigg have security of tenure but that is no thanks to the landlord. Traditionally the 
major employer was the  landlord and since many of the workers stayed in tied houses, anyone 

leaving his employ, was out of house and home.”

“A high percentage of Eigg inhabitants are not indigenous 
West Highland folks, but I feel that most of the older 
indigenous population are now speaking out, as they see the 
strangulation of the economic life of the island with its 
attendant problems. They know what the island is capable 
economically, agriculturally and environmentally and they are 
sad and angry to see the progressive decline of the island.”
Duncan Ferguson



15 
August   

1994

The steering committee at work in 
John Cormack’s house

Eigg Trust aims:

• To secure the island for
Scottish and Global Heritage, to be run in the interest of 
the community allowing security of tenure and 
sustainable economic livelihood.

• To encourage continued growth of the cultural 
heritage and maintain and improve the built environment 
whilst conserving the ecology of this unique and 
beautiful island so that it is enjoyed and shared by all. 

Launch of £15 000 
appeal for Fighting 
Fund in Glasgow

“The island needs to be carefully 
managed to provide work in 
tourism, forestry and crofting…This 
could happen if the Eigg Trust 
would find a partner like the SWT to 
buy  the island and help run it… 
Security of tenure would be highest 
on the list. I think it is too late for 
Schellenberg to build bridges now. 
He just does not understand.” 

Maggie Fyffe, Isle of Eigg Trust 
secretary 



November    
1994

Evictions served on 8 islanders 
The Carr family with their 5 children and John Chester of 
the Scottish Wild Trust, which had hoped to help buy the 
island and allow islanders play a key management role, are 
given notice to quit their homes by Hogmanay. 

“ I need to use the assets of the island so that other private  
sector jobs can be created” says Schellenberg. 

In an attempt to defuse tensions, Highland 
Regional Council organizes a workshop to 
update the Lochaber Local Plan, chaired by Eigg 
Counicllor, Dr Michael Foxley. 

The message is clear: Eigg wants a new village 
hall, a tourist facility, mains electricity and an end 
to the landlord’s rule. “The council should know 
Schellenberg’s is not part of Eigg’s future” says 
one card. “Eviction should not be allowed in this 
day and age” says another.   

“When you have a community as tight knit as this, 
what you do to one person affects everyone else… 
the community is not going to stand by and let this 
happen.” Karen Helliwell, IERA Secretary

“The estate owns the shop and my house, the 
leases run out on December 31. He has offered 
an extra 5 years subject to the rent being 
doubled. We can’t afford it and the only 
alternative would be to leave the island,”  
Fiona Cherry, Eigg Post-mistress



March
1995

The Scotsman: “International lottery that is 
Scottish landownership reaches new levels 
of absurdity!”

Schellenberg allegedly signed the island 
over to Maruma on a table napkin during 
a visit organised by Farhad Vladi, an 
island broker based in Germany. Local MP Sir Russell 

Johnstone condemns the 
way islands like Eigg could 
be bought and sold without 
any consultation 
whatsoever and calls on 
the government to take 
such fragile communities 
into public ownership. 

Alastair MacIntosh: “having 
developed their voice, the 
community is not going to relax it”

Eigg sale to 
German artist 
Marlin Eckhart, 
aka Prof. Maruma
takes islanders by 
surprise 

Western Isles Labour MP, Calum MacDonald, 
asks for a set of public interest criteria 
which a prospective buyer would have to 
fulfil before being permitted to take 
ownership of a large estate, together with a 
new land taxation system,  a land register 
and a land commission. 



April 
1995

Schellenberg’s departure in April 1995  is hailed as 
victory: “it’s the first time in Scottish history that a 
community has cleared its own laird,” says Alastair 
MacIntosh. “It’s  Eigg’s public holiday,” declare Eigg 
residents. 

Highland Regional 
Councillor, Dr Michael 
Foxley: “I am really 
disgusted by the way this 
sale can go through at the 
whim of 2 men who either 
happen to have a lot of 
money or persuade the 
bank to give them some…

Eigg Residents Association statement
“The community on Eigg are relieved that 
the uncertainty and speculation of recent 
weeks is over. The majority of islanders 
have felt suppressed and restricted in their 
lives and activities by the management of 
the previous owner. We hope that this new 
chapter in the island’s history will engender 
mutual trust that grows from consultation 
and security of tenure. “

If someone wants to take 
over a croft, they have to
prove themselves,  but 
here we have an island 
community being 
bought and sold almost 
as a joke. In fact, I 
thought it was an early 
April Fool!”


