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Raigmore Hospital1 
1941 

 
‘Raigmore Hospital has a future comparable to no other hospital similarly placed’ 2 

 
Matron MS Savege prophesised the above in 1946 when Raigmore was 
under five years old with a barely completed collection of poorly 
insulated brick huts with an anticipated life of 40 years and built for a war 
which had just ended.  Across Inverness stood the highly successful RNI 
which had dominated medical specialist services in the Highlands for the 
previous century and a half.  It is not certain what inspired Matron’s 
comment but earlier that year the government had announced that the 
emergency wartime hospital was to continue under Department of 
Healthi administration until the NHS was formed.   

 
The 1870 OS map (left) shows the 
Raigmore area with some present 
features labelled.  Lachlan 
Mackintosh made his fortune in 
India and moved here from Meikle 
Raig near Tomatin.  He built the 3 
storey mansion Broomtown, later 
renamed Raigmore House, which 
stood north of the present 
Raigmore housing estate shop (top 
of map).  The belt of trees across 
the map still forms the boundary 
between the housing estate and 
hospital and can be clearly seen in 
the photograph on page 3 which 
views this area from the north east.  

 
i This central administration is seen to have influenced the structure of the NHS. 
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The photograph above shows Raigmore House probably in the late 
1930s.  The Mackintoshes were prominent supporters of the Infirmary 
in the nineteenth century.  Lachlan Mackintosh was an original subscriber 
and, in 1808, sent back a substantial donation from Bengal.  Aeneas 
Mackintosh contributed much especially in the 1860s.  The bequest of 
Julia Mackintosh financed a children’s ward in 1903. 
 
By 1939, the Department of Health had a regional administration and Dr 
Russell Martin, its local officer, played a leading role in the establishment 
of Raigmore.  Secretary, later Chief Clerk, Miss A (Nancy) Whyte recalled 
Dr Martin opening a letter in late spring 1940 which confirmed the 
decision to erect a hutted hospital.  Dr Martin and Dr AS Fraser, Medical 
Officer of Health for Inverness-shirei had evaluated several sites for the 
new EMS Hospital including Culduthel Hospital and Lentran House but 
the level land of the Raigmore area, which was close to existing services, 
‘chose itself’.3   In 1940, a 40 acre site was requisitioned but it was not 
until 1956, after protracted negotiations, that 65 acres were purchased 
for £6,000.  By then, Miss Mary Mackintosh, the last of the Raigmore 
family, had died. 
 

 
i He became senior administrator to the new Health Board in 1948. 
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The site extended only as far as today’s 
north entrance where the wall of the 
former garden defines part of the main 
car park.  Near here was the last of the 
original buildings on the hospital site - 
a gardener’s cottage and coach house 
(left) which were demolished in 1983.4  

 
In 1941, Raigmore House was taken over by RAF Fighter Command 13.  
A nearby bunker tracked enemy aircraft, one of seven such bases across 
Britain.  The House was HQ, officers’ mess and probably also 
accommodation.  Armed forces personnel were accommodated in 
nearby hutsi which were later occupied by civilians.  From 1948, the Royal 
Auxiliary Air Force ran the House and its bunkers as an Air Defence Unit 
and it was an aircraft control centre until this was centralised at Prestwick 
in 1950.  In 1957, it became Royal Observer Corps HQ until its 
demolition around 1965.5    The photo below shows Raigmore House in 
the right foreground, the new hospital in the far left and, between them, 
RAF huts at the edge of the woods near present day Raigmore Primary 
School.  Cameron Barracks is at the top of the photo and Broomtown 
Farm is lower left.  On the lower right is the railway. 
 

 
 

i At the 1951 census, Raigmore Hutted Camp had 13 families (61 people) and was 
still occupied in the late 1950s. In February 1949, some huts were dismantled and 
their occupants - illegal squatters - were evicted and forced to camp in the woods. 
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The above plan was drawn by the Department of Health in May 1940.  
Despite wartime austerity, flower beds and staff recreation areas were 
included.  By late autumn, Jas Campbell & Sons, Tomnahurich Street, 
one of the largest builders in the north, and joiners MacDonald of Friars 
Lane had started work.  Most of the wards were constructed in about six 
months at an estimated cost of £250,000 - supervised by the Ministry of 
Works.  At one point, around 600 bricklayers worked 12 hours a day 
although, despite this urgent wartime need, there was no Sunday 
working.  There was a shortage of steel and timber was forbidden as a 
structural material so that brick and concrete slabs with a minimum of 
steel reinforcement were used.  The photograph on the next page (top) 
shows a later ward under construction around 1945.6 
 
The first wards opened on 5th September 1941 and the first patient was 
a Canadian from the Carrbridge based Canadian Forestry Corps.7  Few 
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records remain of 
this early stage, 
probably due to 
wartime secrecy 
which seems to 
have prevented 
any press reports. 
There was no 
official opening 
but there seems to 
have been an 
inaugural ball in the Caledonian Hotel in 1942.8   
 
From the outset, Raigmore Hospital contained a unit run by the military 
(Scottish Group 11/48).  It had 24 men commanded by a Major Ogg in 
the early 1940s and it dealt with the welfare of military patients who 
differed from civilians, for example, they had to be fully recovered before 
returning to duty unlike civilians who could be sent home to convalesce.  
This, and the need for military discipline, influenced patient 
management.  The unit’s management merged with the hospital quite 
some time before it was disbanded in late 1946.  The photograph below 
is from 1951 but gives a good impression of Raigmore at this time.9  
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EMS hospitals were complete hospitals, built to a standard design.  The 
above photograph and the map on the previous page are both from the 
early 1940s and show approximately the same area.  North is towards the 
top in both. Top left is Raigmore House, near present day Mackintosh 
Road and the local shop.  Staff quarters for nurses, sisters and domestic 
staff appear as lighter coloured blocks at the top left.  To the right, the 
central units held services and administration, including matron’s 
quarters, laboratories, kitchens, dining rooms and later the nurses’ 
training school.  The separate ward block next the strip of woodland was 
the isolation block Ward 17, labelled on the map, which was converted 
to maternity in 1947 and to the children’s ward in 1955.  Middle right are 
sixteen, 40 bed wards, separated for wartime safety into two-ward blocks.  
Block A (left) next to the walled garden was surgical and, from 1951, 
maternity.  Block B was orthopaedics (moved from A in 1944) and 
medical.  Each block had an operating theatre.  In between them was the 
square, as it was called, where helicopters occasionally landed.  In the left 
foreground is Culcabock.  The walled garden marks the present day car 
park. 
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The separate wards were quite 
inconvenient especially in winter 
when staff and visitors arrived cold 
with grit and mess brought in with 
their feet.  The open walkwaysi 
between wards (left) were not 
popular in Inverness winters when 
trying to keep uniforms tidy in the 
snow filled northern winds but were 
an improvement on early days when 
wellington boots were required 
between some ward blocks.  
Walkways and grounds seem to have 
been unlit until at least 194810 which 
made moving between blocks quite 
hazardous and several nurses have 
memories of pushing trolleys with 

the help of a porter from a ward to the mortuary which was beside the 
ambulance station.  One nurse remembers a windy night when the 
inadequately attached cover over the body flew up causing the porter to 
bolt in terror.  The land between the blocks grew vegetables during the 
Warii and, although this added to potential hazards in the black-out, the 
resultant potatoes made excellent stovies for the nurses on cold nights.  
These were not the only disadvantages of working in Raigmore.  In the 
1940s, Drakies and Culcabock were small rural settlements well outside 
Inverness.  The nearest bus stop was beside the Fluke bar and there were 
no buses at night although staff could hitch a lift on army lorries in the 
early morning and late evening. 
 
Internal corridors were left open because of a brick shortage and each 
ward was heated by three slow combustion, dusty, cast-iron stovesiii 

 
i They remained open into the 1950s. 
ii The 1940 plan (page 4) has areas labelled ‘cultivation’. 
iii The operating theatres had steam filled radiators. 
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which required a number of stokers to fuel them with coke.  A huge 
mound of coke sat in the hospital grounds supplied by Inverness Gas 
Works until it closed in the mid-1960s when coke then came from Wick.  
From 1949, the stoves were replaced by centrally heated radiators and, in 
the 1960s, coke was replaced by cheaper and cleaner oil.  Each ward also 
had a boiler for hot water and a paraffin stove provided hot water in the 
ward kitchen.11  

 
The original design allowed 
for 672 beds but only 532 
were created.  Wards were 
designed for 40 beds but 
this was rather crowded 
and they had a maximum 
of 32 beds by the mid-
1940s.  Even then, there 
was just room for a 
patient’s locker between 
each bed.  Wards were 
Nightingale pattern as 

shown in the 1950s photograph (above) and, from the mid-1940s, each 
had a side room for seriously ill patients.i  Note the highly polished floor 
which was very difficult to maintain especially in orthopaedic wards when 
plaster flaked off from the casts on patients’ limbs.  Also, the wheels of 
the beds sank into the bitumen flooring in hot weather. 
 
In 1947, the isolation ward was converted to maternity.  Isolation 
facilities were then provided by forming 4 cubicles in Ward 11.  In 1958, 
this was further developed into a modern layout (three 6 bed wards, two 
3 bed, one 2 bed and 4 singles)ii as part of a study across several hospitals.  
This was a considerable advance but finance prevented other wards being 
similarly developed.12   

 
i Known by the staff as the ‘private’ ward. 
ii Later partly used as the Intensive Care Unit. 
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Raigmore Hospital was not universally well received.  Many local people 
said ‘it just didn’t look like a hospital’ and some referred to it as ‘The 
Stable’.  Dr Johnston,i first medical superintendent, described his first 
impression as ‘mud and dreary brick walls’.  The hospital was, of course, 
starting from scratch.  As well as creating the complexities of a modern 
hospital, it required team building but, being a wartime establishment, 
many staff were transferredii rather than choosing employment there and 
this also must have made it challenging to generate an esprit de corp.13 

 
Colonel AES Irvine,iii thirdiv 
medical superintendent, 
seems to have been 
particularly skilled at this.  
He had a good rapport with 
staff and was a good 
communicator especially 
with visiting press and 
dignitaries.  He helped stir 

the Xmas pudding which, by the late 1940s, had become a tradition (he 
is on the left in the photograph above).  He developed recreation 
facilities, launched an internal magazine and arranged film shows in the 
wards.v  In 1950, Major General Paton of the RNI became first medical 
superintendent of Inverness hospitals and Raigmore no longer had its 
own.  In 1974, the post was abolished.  
 
The recreation hallvi (photo on next page) was an important social and 

 
i Was depute MOH for Inverness-shire and medical superintendent of Culduthel. 
ii For example, in 1941 a group of nurses were posted from Creagdhu Auxiliary 
Hospital near Fort William which had been requisitioned but soon mothballed. 
iii He joined the Royal Army Medical Corps in 1905 and awarded the D.S.O in the 
First World War. He was in Raigmore Hospital from 1944 and retired 1950. 
iv He was preceded by Col Patrick Hannafin (1942-44). 
v His own film footage of the hospital was rediscovered several years ago. 
vi It was built by the Canadian Forestry Corps as a thank you with materials 
supplied by the Department of Health.  It was replaced in 1970. 
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recreation focus and 
former staff have warm 
memories of films, 
social evenings and 
dances.14  Hospital 
volunteers in the early 
1940s wore a badge 
(below).  The HH stood 
for Hospital Help and 
the badge allowed access 
to recreation facilities 

and to the shop.  The 1950s photograph below, following 
a nurses’ presentation ceremony, shows the detail of the 
hall’s log frontage.  The photograph includes Matron 
MacBride (centre right), Major General Paton, Medical 
Superintendent RNI (far left) and at the back, RNI 
surgeon AJC Hamilton. 
  
In 1943, a Welfare Committee was formed ‘to care for the welfare of 
patients and staff’ and it received profits from the YMCA canteen in the 

recreation hall.  It supplied 
amenities such as 
Christmas treats and 
newspapers and rapidly 
expanded to support 
recreations such as 
badminton, cricket, whist 
drives and dances.  In 
1967, it financed silver 
jubilee celebrations and 
replaced the recreation hall 
in the early 1970s with an 
assembly hall.  By then, the 

present recreation hall had also been operational since the 1950s 
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In its first year, Raigmore admitted 4142 patients and continued at this 
level for the rest of the 1940s.i  There were ample bedsii and, by 1943, 
half were occupied by civilians.  In May 1944, in advance of D Day, 
civilian admissions stopped and non-urgent cases were moved to 
auxiliary hospitals or sent home.  From August 1944, Red Cross trains 
brought casualties north, mainly orthopaedic patients,iii including 
evacuees from London hospitals partly because of V2 rocket attacks.  
Inverness was not necessarily the most convenient location for wartime 
casualties.  One former soldier describes how, having been wounded on 
3rd August, he arrived around a week later after journeying in the top 
bunk of a railway carriage in the summer heat.  He spent many weeks in 
Raigmore and was then transferred to Achnagairn Auxiliary Hospital 
until April 1945 when he was sent south to a Ministry of Pensions 
Hospital near Portsmouth, his home area.15   
 
In 1944, six trains brought around 200 patients each including German 
and Italian prisoners of war and there was a fresh wave of casualties in 
spring 1945.  By November 1945, there were around 300 in-patients 90% 
of whom were military personal but this proportion fell away rapidly to 
around 10% by 1947.  All in all it seems that there were thankfully fewer 
casualties than had been anticipated.  By 1946, armed forces personnel 
and civilians occupied the same wards although the armed forces patients 
were distinguished by their standard issueiv blue suit of clothes.16 
 
One of the main benefits brought to Highland by Raigmore was its new 
specialist posts.  EMS Hospitals had planned specialties.  Raigmore’s 
were maxillofacial trauma and orthopaedics although the former was 

 
i By July 1949, there had been 34,642 admissions. 
ii 2 wards were used for recreation and as a gym.  The officers ward originally had 
a sitting room/area. Unlike the others, its beds were curtained off. 
iii There were hospital trains from the start of the War, primarily designed for civilian 
casualties. Each of nine vans held 270 stretcher cases and had medical and food 
supplies on board. Each train was staffed by 1 doctor, 3 fully trained nurses, 10 
nursing auxiliaries and eight male orderlies (Inverness Courier 26 June 1940). 
iv Initially all military patients wore regulation blue pyjamas. 
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quite small and initially shared a ward block with physiotherapy.  There 
is little information on the early classification of patients but the table 
below shows the operations performed in the first half of 1943. 
 

Operations November 1942 – May 1943 
 Number % of total 
General Surgery 607 40 
Orthopaedics 578 39 
ENT 224 15 
Gynaecology 95   6 

 
By 1942, there was a resident orthopaedic consultant and soon much of 
the work was on tuberculosis osteomyelitis, a bone infection found in 
TB sufferers.i  Until then, there had been no organised orthopaedicii 
service in Highland but, in 1943, Raigmore became a base orthopaedic 
hospital for the Highlands and Islands with the appointment of 
consultant, Mr Richard Murray.  He initially set up out-patient clinics in 
the orthopaedic operating theatre using the anaesthetic room as a waiting 
area and, from 1944, held weekly clinics at the RNI, monthly clinics at 
Forres, Nairn and Fort William, (by 1946) quarterly clinics in Wick, 
Thurso and Golspie and visited Skye every four months where he had 
three venues – Broadford Hospital, Portree High School and the doctor’s 
house at Dunvegan.  He made annual visits to the Western Isles. 
 

Raigmore Hospital cases January 1947 
Orthopaedic 83 Gynaecology 14 
Medical 59 Antenatal 6 
General surgical 23 Infectious disease 6 
ENT 1 Skin 1 

 
Although operating facilities were more basic and more portable than 
now, there must have been considerable work involved in the regular 

 
i It was virtually eliminated by the late 1950s. 
ii There was no orthopaedic specialist in the RNI. 
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clearing of the Raigmore 
operating theatre for out-
patient clinics. 
 
However, there were other 
more drastic changes such as in 
October 1944 when the whole 
orthopaedic department 
moved from Block A to Block 
B to make way for prisoner of 
war patients.  In 1944, most orthopaedic cases at Raigmore were armed 
forces personnel but, by 1946, they were nearly all civilian and, by then, 
Raigmore had two well-equipped operating theatres and 75 orthopaedic 
beds.  The table on page 19 illustrates the dominance of orthopaedics.17   
 
Mr Murray had an assistant surgeon and two house surgeons.18  The 
photograph above from the mid-1950s shows Mr Murray (on the right) 
and orthopaedic surgeon Mr Frewi (3rd left) consulting over a patient on 
a ward veranda.  Tuberculosis osteomyelitis patients spent many weeks 
in plaster and, by 1948, both the male and female wards had verandas 
where they could be outside in shelterii (belowiii)19 
 

 
  

 
i In Raigmore from 1946-81. Late, consultant orthopaedic surgeon  
ii Fresh air was part of TB treatment and verandas were used into the 1960s. 
iii Note the cultivated land in the foreground next to the ward. 
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Although the RNI was the main out-patient’s centre for Inverness, by 
1943, there were clinics for orthopaedics, surgery, medical and 
gynaecology at Raigmore.  However, Mr Murray made frequent 
complaints about provision for out-patients and, in 1951, a review of 
facilities in Inverness found them sadly lacking.  It was recommended 
that most clinics should be held at the RNI, being the most convenient 
location for patients, but that orthopaedics and gynaecology continue at 
Raigmore.20  In 1956, a new Raigmore out-patient department was 
opened by Captain John Macleod MP for Ross and Cromarty. 
 
A ‘skin’ ward seems to have been initially planned but there were 
insufficient cases and they were incorporated into medical wards.  A skin 
specialist, Dr Eric Cohen, was in post from 1942-45 and he also worked 
at the RNI.  There was no specialist between 1946 and 1950 but, by 1951, 
eight beds were set aside for dermatology (the first in the Highlands).i  In 
1968, dermatology moved to a larger ward at Culduthel Hospital and 
returned to Raigmore in 1985 to a new nine bed unit.21 
 

From 1946, Raigmore became a General 
Training School for nursing initially with 12 
students.  The training school blazer badge 
(left) is thought to have been designed by 
Nurse Mackay a member of the first 
Raigmore class.  The Gaelic motto Daonnan 
deasail translates as ‘Always Ready’, and the 
motto was apparently also used by the 
military wing of the hospital.  When the 
Central School of Nursing building opened 

in 1970 two new badges were used.22 
 
  

 
i Although the RNI had reported on skin diseases separately since at least 1900. 
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The first class of just four 
students to qualify are 
shown left.  Sister Mairi 
Smith,i who held badge 
number 1, is on the left and 
tutor Miss L Skinner is 
centre.  By 1951, two sister 
tutors ran Raigmore’s 
training unit which 
contained a large well 
equipped practical room, 

three private study rooms and a classroom.23  From 1950, preliminary 
training was delivered at Eden Court jointly with RNI staff.  By 1950, 
there were nearly 80 nurses in training at Raigmore helping to combat an 
extreme shortage of nurses which had led, that year, to admissions being 
reduced to 250 patients.ii 
 
In 1970, centralisation was complete when the Inverness Central School 
of Nursingiii was opened by Dame Muriel Powell, Chief Nursing Officer 
of the Scottish Home and Health Department.  In 1971, its library was 
merged with that from the RNI which formed the basis of the present 
Highland Health Science Library.  In 1973, the Post Graduate Medical 
Centre was established and, in 2007, all were demolished to make way 
for the Centre for Health Science where they are now located.24 
 
Inverness was the only health region in Scotland without a teaching 
hospital and it was not until 1968 that a system of training placements 
for Aberdeen University medical students was established.  It steadily 
expanded and, from 1983, students were accommodated on site at Fraser 
Noble Court.  By the mid-1990s, there were around 60 undergraduates 
placed at Raigmore. 

 
i Became Sister Smith of the out-patient department and retired in 1982. 
ii This general shortage also precipitated the closure of Cromarty Hospital. 
iii Later the Highland and Western Isles College of Nursing and Midwifery. 
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In 1941, staff quarters lagged 
behind some other 
developments and the first 
matron, Miss Sarah 
MacDougall, was boarded for 
three months in nearby 
Culcabock schoolhouse.  
Accommodation for resident 
medical officers and nurses 
was very basic for many years.  
Sisters had larger single rooms (photograph above) but some nurses and 
domestic staff shared.i  Toilet and wash facilities were communal and 
there were no wash basins in the rooms.  In some of the nurses’ 
accommodation the original dividing walls stopped two feet short of the 
ceiling, apparently due to a shortage of bricks when built.  As elsewhere 
in the hospital, heating came from two coke stoves.ii  One advantage of 
the accommodation was the easily opened windows of the single storey 
blocks which seem to have been frequently used by nurses coming home 
late at night.  Plans for a nurses’ home were made in the late 1940s (see 
map page 6) but, like later 
improvements to the 
accommodation, they were 
never executed.  Eventually, 
new nurses’ quarters were 
built on site in the 1960s 
(photo page 22) but well into 
the 1980s nurses were still 
living in the original isolated 
EMS blocks (right).iii 

 
i More than half the domestic staff and all nurses were residential in 1946. 
ii Central heating was installed in the hospital in the early 1950s. 
iii Raigmore Primary School is in the extreme left background.  Nurses can 
remember the snow being halfway up the windows during some winters. 



History of Highland Hospitals 
 

18 
© James Leslie 2023 

The Infirmary had 
established a children’s 
ward in the 1870s and, in 
1929, its York Ward was 
the flagship of its new 
development.  By the 
mid-1940s, Raigmore 
also had a children’s ward 
of 20 beds.  However, 
paediatrics had not 
developed as a specialist 
area and, in 1953, MOH 
Fraser suggested a paediatric unit.  The following year Dr Patrick 
Macarthur started Highland’s first paediatric service and, in October 
1955, Captain John MacLeod, MP for Ross and Cromarty, opened the 
new paediatric unit (photo above)i which also accommodated out-patient 
clinics (photo below). At first, the ward seems to have had an average of 

25 in-patients but this 
quickly settled to around 
15. By comparison with 
other departments, the 
wards were spacious and 
a veranda allowed 
children’s beds to be 
taken outside in good 
weather.25 

 
i Consultant Dr MacArthur (right) is shaking hands with Captain MacLeod MP.  
Others are (from left) William Hall, Mrs MacLeod and Colonel Mackintosh. 
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The table (left) shows bed allocation 
in late 1951 compared with 1963.  In 
the early 1950s, ENT was centralised 
at the RNI and, in 1963, gynaecology 
was centralised at Raigmore to make 
way for ophthalmology expansion at 
the RNI.  Oral surgery began in the 
early 1960s. 
 
Although the building structure 
changed little in the 1950s and 60s, 
there was a gradual development of 
facilities, some accompanied by 

official ceremonies and others significant but unlauded.  Catering had 
always been challenging.  Transporting food to the separate wards was 
difficult and it was hard to keep it sufficiently hot.  Initially, cooking was 
done on Esse stoves fuelled by dusty coke and piped gas did not arrive 
until around 1960.  Nevertheless, in 1951, a menu system was introduced 
which was in advance of many other hospitals. 
 
Many Raigmore wards seem to have had a relaxed social atmosphere.  16 
year old Brian Sturrock spent a year as an orthopaedic patient in the late 
1950s and his extensive diary illustrates the positive and friendly rapport 
between patients and staff.26  As elsewhere, patients listened to radio but, 
in 1959, complaints were received about ‘profane and noisy programmes 
on the Sabbath’.  Despite finding no problem, the Health Board 
eventually yielded and banned Sunday radio and TV in the wards but this 
of course also included religious programmes.  After quite a heated 
correspondence in the local press the ban was relaxed and partially solved 
by introducing headsets for each bed.27   No chapel had been included in 
Old Raigmore except in the mortuary and a weekly religious service was 
held in the recreation hall.  Religious services were, however, held in the 
wards.  The present chapel was opened in 1986 as part of the new 
building.   In 1970, hospital radio started as a weekly request programme 
from its studio in the RNI.28 

Raigmore bed allocation 
 1951 1963 
Dermatology 8 8 
Medicine 109 113 
General Surgery 50 49 
Orthopaedic 140 120 
ENT 26 - 
Gynaecology 15 30 
Obstetrics 60 60 
Paediatric - 22 
Sick cots - 10 
Oral Surgery  4 
Total  408 416 
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In 1969, an Intensive Care Unit was established with three beds.  
Interestingly, it had no coronary care beds until 1972 when two such beds 
were added but these cases soon dominated.  In 1985, the Intensive 
Therapy and Coronary Care Unit, as it was now called, moved to the new 
building, and by then coronary care patients made up 70% of the total. 
 
In 1948, clinical photography (the photographing of patients’ conditions) 
began when Mr Charles Hunt, a press photographer, was appointed to 
the Inverness hospitals.  Later he also took ECGs.  Around 1970, a 
medical illustrator and AV technician were appointed and, in 1978, the 
department was renamed the Department of Medical Illustration. 
 
Ambulances were provided by the Red Cross until 1946 when it joined 
with the St Andrews Ambulance Society.  After 1948, the Scottish 
Ambulance Service was formed, funded by the Scottish Office.  Given 
the dispersed nature of the Highland population, the advantages of an air 
ambulance were soon apparent and, in 1933, a service started in West 
Scotland.i  By 1946, there was an air ambulance service from Inverness 
to North Uist and Benbecula 
and also to Shetland.29  It is 
not certain when helicopters 
first landed at Raigmore but 
nurses remember landings 
from the 1940s or early 
1950s.ii  The photograph 
below shows a Dragonfly 
military helicopter in 1955.  It 
was based at Lossiemouth 

 
i Mr Sword, owner of Midland and Scottish Air Ferries Ltd set up a service 
between Campbelltown, Belfast and Islay.  By July 1933, the company had taken 3 
cases from Islay to Glasgow hospitals and it approached HIMS suggesting a non-
profit air ambulance service. HIMS agreed but routes were not feasible and were 
withdrawn at the end of 1934. Mr Sword continued to maintain a 6 seater twin 
engine de Havilland Dragon aircraft at Renfrew for the air ambulance service. 
ii William Browne (see references) thought it was not until 1954/55. 
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and was small and fairly limited.  In January 1956, it carried out possibly 
its first night time operation when it brought in a maternity case.  From 
1963, Whirlwind helicopters were in use.  Helicopters landed between 
the ward blocks and caused considerable disruption to the wards if the 
windows were open.  Mrs Pat Ross, a nurse at the time, remembers an 
incident when dahlias and earth from the flower beds next the ward were 
blown over a patient sleeping next to the window who work up suddenly 
and, thinking he was about to be interred, cried out  ‘I’m not dead yet’. 
 
In 1948, the new Health Board reaffirmed the need to centralise hospital 
facilities.  An earlier plan to use the large Culduthel site had been 
abandoned and there was insufficient space at the RNI.  By 1953, 
Raigmore was the preferred site and, by then, the inadequacy of the 
separate wards was increasingly apparent.30  In 1955, it was noted that 
‘little had been done to improve the interior of the building in terms of 
plastering and decoration’ and that the hospital was substandard and, 
unlike other former Emergency Hospitals, had not been upgraded.31   
 
In 1966, work started on a new ‘Inverness Central Hospital’ under 
architect J Glease and Phase 1 was opened in 1970 by Mr DJ Macdonald, 
Chair of the Board.  It had cost £1.42 million, and included radiotherapy, 
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, pharmacy, out-patients and 
records.  Pathology and haematology were transferred from the RNI 
(bacteriology had been transferred in 1949).  Later that year, A&E was 
transferred from the RNI and a department of electrocardiography set 
up.  The name ‘Inverness Central Hospital’ was used initially to 
distinguish it from existing Inverness hospitals (which included 
Raigmore) but, in 1983, after a 
consultation, the new development was 
officially called Raigmore Hospital.  In 
March 1976, a four bed haemodialysis 
(renal) unit was established (right) and 
ran until the new unit was ready in the 
late 1980s. 
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The above photograph from the early 1970s looks SSW and shows the 
new Phase 1 buildings near the top left.  Drakies housing estate lies along 
the top.  In the foreground is Raigmore Housing estate and, in the 
middle, is Old Raigmore separated by a belt of trees which has existed 
for over a century.  The walled garden (top right next the road) and the 
pond (bottom left), features of the original Raigmore grounds, can still 
be seen.  The small car park has now extended into the walled garden 
area.  The ambulance depot is the white building towards the top right 
and below it – also white - are the first blocks of the new nurses’ home.  
The block on the lower middle left (and left of the road)  is the new 
Inverness Central School of Nursing and Post Graduate Medical Centre.  
A particular benefit was the new entrance on Perth Road (top middle) 
which, among other things, enabled the public bus service to enter the 
grounds.32 
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By the 1970s, the 
brick wards were 
showing their 
age.  In 1970, a 
private patienti 
from South 
Africa described 
her room in her 
letter of 
complaint as 
‘very primitive’.  
She was possibly 
correct in her 
judgement.  The wards were frequently over-crowded, beds were close 
together with only half having bed screens, wards had no day room and 
had poor facilities for ambulant patients.  Each ward had only one bath 
to serve 30 patients.33  The need to replace the old wards was urgent and, 
in 1978, Phase II started.   The photograph above shows the new tower 
block going up beside the old wards.  It was opened for in-patients in 
March 1985 and the first patients to transfer from the old wards were 
orthopaedic.  The new hospital was officially opened by the Queen and 
Duke of Edinburghii on 15th August. 
 
Its main feature was the tower block with 500 beds, a renal unit, 
intensive/ coronary care unit, a new A & E and nine operating theatres.  
It cost £30 million and was described as ‘bright and cheery’ by the local 
press.  In the early summer of 1985, acute services from the RNI began 
to be transferred and, in December 1987, after £1m had been raised 
within 5 years, a CT scanner suite was opened by the Duchess of Kent.  

 
i The NHS allowed few private patients and, by the 1980s, only 2 in Inverness. 
However, there were amenity beds in RNI (10) and Craig Dunain (8). The NHS 
had these from the start - single and double rooms which were not bookable but, if 
available on admission, could be occupied for a fee (HHB Newsletter April 1983). 
ii The new maternity wards opened in January 1988 - officially on 31st May. 
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By 1988, all units had been 
moved from the RNI.34 
 
Originally, the theatres were 
in individual isolated brick 
buildings similar to the 
wards.  The picture (left) 
shows Mr ATR Hamilton’s 
surgical team at work in one 
of these theatres.  The 
facilities of the old wards 

became quite outdated and, in the 1970s, they were replaced by 
prefabricated modular theatres which were an improvement, for example 
they had dedicated recovery rooms.  They are shown in the picture below 
from the mid-1980s when the old brick huts (seen behind) were being 
cleared.  Staff accommodation is shown behind.  Surgeons continued to 
operate in both the RNI and Raigmore theatres until 1985 when, over 
just one weekend, everything moved to the new Raigmore operating 
theatres.  This move was a substantial change for theatre staff.  Not only 
were the operating theatres state of the art and comparable with the best 
in the UK, but there were nine side by side.  In addition, the RNI and 
Raigmore staff were merged into a much larger team, now working in 
close proximity and within the same building. 
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In 1990, the last remnants of the EMS hospital were removed after the 
completion of the new isolation unit.  However, one significant piece still 
remains – the present recreation hall which was upgraded around 1990 
and continues to be a well-used facility.  On 7 October 1991, a new 
cytology unit was opened by retired consultant pathologist Dr HG 
Richmond - the first of many developments after 1990 as Raigmore 
continues to expand its range of medical services.35 
 

Date Matron Notes 
1941-5 Sarah MacDougall Later matron Ballachulish Hospital.36 
1945-7 Marguerite Savege Left to be married (quote on page 1 ). 
1947-50 FM Miller Became matron at Glasgow Western 

Infirmary.37 
1950-58 Bethina H McBride Became matron at Roehampton. 
1958-71 Janet Brimms Retired. 
1971-81 Maisie MacDougall Retired. In 1973 the matron’s post 

changed to Senior Nursing Officer. 
 

 
HM The Queen at the opening of New Raigmore 25 August 1985
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Some early Raigmore staff 
The table below gives details of some staff other than those mentioned in the 
text.  By the late 1940s many were on the staff of both Raigmore and the RNI. 
Unless otherwise stated the year listed is the date of appointment with the year 
they stopped in brackets.  It is by no means a complete list. 

Date Staff 
1941 Dr T Scott (consultant from 1946) (1975) and Mr Watt are the first 

resident doctors followed closely by Marion Pearson (1943) resident 
orthopaedic surgeon and Dr Forrai – haematology.  Dr Forrai was a 
Hungarian refugee and pathologist by 1949. Robert Mackay was chief 
pharmacist and Eileen Macmillan chief radiographer. Dr Gottlieb (1949) is 
first radiologist followed by JC Wood.38 

1945 Archibald Duncan (1946) obstetrician. 
1946 Andrew Hay (1978) consultant obstetrician.  

Mr Frew (1981) orthopaedic surgeon. Consultant by mid 1950s. 
1946 Miss Dick -pharmacist. Retires as chief pharmacist around 1970.  
1947 Dr Bruce consultant biochemistry.  Dr Mitchell orthopaedic surgeon? 39 
1948 Andrew Lyon (1977) succeeds Nancy Whyte as chief clerk. 
1948 J Ronald and DC Wilson (1975) consultant physicians. 
c1949 Leslie Ledingham (1973) consultant obstetrician. Died soon after retiring 

and remembered through annual lecture. 
1949 Bacteriology under Haig MacPherson (1951) transferred from RNI.  

Hector M Urquhart (1980) consultant ENT. 
1950 AAN Bain (1966 died) consultant radiologist. 
1951 Harold Williams succeeds Haig MacPherson.   

T Smith (1953) succeeds T Chalmers obstetrics/gynaecology. 
1954 Maeve Rusk (1980) consultant ophthalmologist. 
1955 AJ Sangster is consultant radiologist.  RL Richard is consultant 

ophthalmologist. Appointment dates unknown. 
1957 NAM Mackinnon’s post upgraded to consultant dermatology. 
1962  J Knox (1987 died) consultant physician.  Dr Greir (1986) consultant 

ENT. 
1964 GS Anderson (1980) consultant surgeon. AD MacIntosh obstetrician. 
1967 Brenda Gray (late 1970s) consultant pathologist.  
1968 A Morrison (1986) consultant orthopaedic surgeon succeeds R Murray.  

Mr Morrison was on the staff from at least 1955. 
1970 Murdo Smith chief area pharmaceutical officer. 
1971 James Bruce (1978) consultant biochemist since 1947. Transfers from 

RNI. 
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