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Raigmore Maternity Hospital 
1947 

 
The Inverness local authorities had dragged their feet over providing for 
maternity in terms of the 1937 Act of Parliament and, as a result, the need 
to provide for wartime evacuees from 1939 onwards and the rising 
demand for hospital births caused somewhat of a panic.  As early as 
November 1940, the Joint Hospital Board was in discussion with the 
Department of Health on providing additional maternity beds which, in 
January 1942, they agreed to make available at Raigmore provided the 
local authorities agreed to costs of converting existing wards.  This they 
did but arrangements dragged on. 
 
The lease for Rosedene Maternity hospital ran out in 1947 and the lack 
of maternity facilities elsewhere in Inverness was extremely concerning.  
In mid-1945, the Department of Health noted the need to create 45 
maternity beds at Raigmore and, in May 1946, the Secretary of State 
consented and detailed plans were drawn up to convert four wards.  The 
possibility of a purpose-built new maternity hospital at either Eden Court 
(owned by the Infirmary) or Raigmore was also explored but, in the 
immediate post war, there was not the capital, materials or manpower 
available.  The cost of converting the Raigmore wards was estimated at 
£45,000 as against £100,000 for a new hospital and the Raigmore wards 
were thought to have a life of 20-30 years.  Accommodation for 
additional nursing and domestic staff was required and the RAF Camp 
huts at Raigmore House were considered but never used.i 
 
By mid-1946, the Rosedene trustees wished to sell their building as soon 
as possible and the Department of Health put its 4 ward conversion on 
hold in favour of converting only one ward (the original isolation ward) 
which was faster and cheaper at around £1,000.  Meanwhile, further 
concern was caused by the temporary closure of St Margaret’s Nursing 

 
i There were nine timber huts and 12 Nissen huts.  Nissen huts were tunnel-shaped 
and made of corrugated iron with a cement floor. 
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Home leaving Rossal as the only 
maternity home in Inverness.  
Rosedene was now handling over 
50 cases per month and, in May 
1947, the Inverness Joint 
Hospital Board cancelled the 
arrangement with other local 
authorities to send patients there. 
 
On 5 September 1947, the 

Raigmore 12 bed maternity unit opened, receiving its first case from 
Grantown-on-Spey.  In these pre NHS days, there was a charge for a 
maternity stay in hospital.  The Department of Health set its charges 
based on the costs of developing Raigmore which worked out at 15% 
higher than for Rosedene.  Therefore, local authoritiesi and doctors 
tended to avoid the Raigmore unit so that it averaged only 14 cases per 
month initially although this later increased.  After much debate, the 
Department reduced its rates but, by then, the introduction of the NHS 
was imminent and the issue was swept aside.  Maternity was not, of 
course, new to Raigmore.  By 1942, Raigmore’s female surgical ward 
(Ward 6) was admitting antenatal and gynaecological cases and, in 1943, 
there were around 160 gynaecological operations.1   
 
However, the issue of Rosedene’s imminent closure remained and more 
facilities were required for the post war baby boom.  In January 1949, the 
conversion of four wards at Raigmore beganii and, in March 1951, they 
were opened by Dr TN MacGregor former consultant obstetrician.iii The 
photograph above was taken at the opening.  Dr MacGregor is centre 

 
i Ross and Cromarty did not participate and used the maternity unit at the Ross 
Memorial Hospital, Dingwall. 
ii This was a major development for Raigmore being about 25% of the existing beds. 
However, at the time the hospital had at least that amount of spare capacity. 
iii He had moved to Edinburgh in 1946. 
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flanked by Raigmore’s 
Matron McBride and 
Miss Campbell, head 
of the maternity unit. 
There were 50 beds in 
wards of 1, 2 and 4 
beds which contrasted 
with the traditional 
Nightingale layout of the rest of the hospital.  It included sitting rooms 
and a premature baby uniti described as ‘impressive’ at the time which 
had 7 rooms for mothers.  Rosedene closed and its matron, Miss 
Campbell, took over the new facilities as superintendent midwife.  
Raigmore (photograph above) was quite a contrast to Rosedene and one 
sister did her ward rounds with the aid of a bicycle.  The first baby born, 
in April 1951, was Ian, son of Mrs Campbell of Spean Bridge 
(photograph below) who received a silver cup from Miss Campbell.  
Raigmore’s catchment area was the North of Scotland and, by 1955, it 
had around 1200 deliveries p.a.  Ante and post-natal clinics were held 
twice weekly.2   
 
By 1956, the unit had 2 part time consultants, 1 senior registrar, 2 house 
surgeons, 26 nursing staff and 18 domestic staff.  Compared with 

Rosedene’s 11 nursing staff 
and 18 beds of a decade 
previously, maternity provision 
had indeed been transformed.  
By the mid-1950s, Raigmore 
dominated maternity provision 
in Highland in occupancy as 
well as capacity.  Other centres 
were usually less than half full 
whereas Raigmore was 
normally oversubscribed. 

 
i A new ‘special baby care unit’ with 20 cots was opened in March 1977. 



History of Highland Hospitals 
 

4 
© James Leslie 2023 

As the table below shows, Highland had many small maternity units in 
the early 1940s.  All the outdated former poorhouse labour wards were 
closed by 1948.  Other centres were expanded but the growing 
recognition of the benefits of nearby emergency facilities prompted 
centralisation.  In May 1988, the maternity wards became the last major 
facility to move out of Old Raigmore into a new maternity unit which 
allowed the health board to re-designate all remaining maternity beds in 
Dingwall, Nairn and Grantown-on-Spey hospitals leaving maternity 
facilities at four centres - Inverness, Lochaber, Skye and Caithness. 
 

Maternity capacity (number of beds) in Highland 
before and after the NHS 

(comparing 1941 and 1957) 
Hospital 1941 1957 Note 
Raigmore, Inverness - 50  
Ross Mem. Dingwall 3 17 Maternity stopped in 1990. 
Henderson, Wick 8 10 Closed 1978. Cases to Dunbar 

Hospital, Thurso and Caithness 
General, Wick. 

John Martin, Uig 7 9 Closed 1965. Cases to the new 
Portree and Broadford Hospitals. 

Town & County, Nairn   Maternity stopped 1991. 
Dunbar, Thurso 3 6 Maternity to Caithness General in 

1986. 
Pope, Helmsdale - 4 Closed 1938-49 and from 1977. 
Ian Charles, Grantown (5) (5) Not part of Highland until 1976. 

Maternity ceased 1987. 
Rosedene, Inverness 16 - Closed 1951. 
Cromarty 8 - Underused. Closed 1953. 
Muirfield, Inverness 2 - Former poorhouse. Later Hilton. 
Arthurville, Tain 2 - Former poorhouse. 
Ness House, Fortrose 4 - Former poorhouse. 
Swordale, Bonar Bridge 2 - Former poorhouse. Now Migdale. 
T&C Home, Latheron 2 - Former poorhouse. 
Total 62 101  
In 1965, the new Belford Hospital opened with 20 maternity beds. 
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