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Kindergarten Hospital 
Academy Street, Inverness 

 
Someone researching Macaulay family history discovered that, in 1915, Pt MacAulay of the 2/4th 
Cameron Highlanders died of measles and pneumonia in the Kindergarten Hospital, Academy Street, 
Inverness and got in touch with Steve regarding details of the hospital. 
 

 

 
Details from Cameron Highlanders Roll of Honour1 

 
We had not heard of this hospital but we immediately got in touch with Mrs Anne Mackintosh of the 
Inverness History Forum who has done extensive research into Inverness’s military history and with 
whom we have often worked with in the past. 
 
It turned out to be an interesting hunt. 
 
Scotland’s People confirmed the details above.  Meanwhile, Anne found the record of another soldier 
who died there on 13th February, Pte James Charles Nicolson (2558) 4th Bn Cameron 
Highlanders from Shetland. 
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I244285&tree=ID1#cite3 
 
In 1914/15, the Cameron Highlands had been sent to the Scottish Highlander Camp at Bedford where 
there was an outbreak of measles and they seem to have brought it back to Inverness and to other 
parts of the Highlands such as Skye where a measles outbreak was blamed on soldiers returning from 
Bedford.  At that time, measles was quite dangerous and especially to people from parts of the 
Highlands who often did not have much inbuilt immunity.   
 
Apart from the two death certificates, there seem to be no records of a Kindergarten Hospital – or 
any other - in Academy Street. We wondered about the use of a hall to isolate fever patients as 
sometime happened during an epidemic.  Anne knew that the Old High Church was the Regimental 
Church for the Cameron Highlanders and 
suggested its hall as one of several 
possibilities.   
 
We then found a report in the Highland 
News of 6 February 1915 which confirmed 
that Cameron Highlanders were indeed 
accommodated in the High Church Hall 
(photo2 right) during the measles outbreak. 
The report also mentioned that 6 soldiers 
were in the Citadel Infectious Diseases 
Hospital and it looks like the High Church 
Hall was overspill.  Attempts were also made 
to open up the new Culduthel Hospital early 
but we think this may not have happened.  The Cameron Highlanders were based at the Cameron 
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Barracks which in 1915 had a 36 bed hospital.  The measles outbreak must have been seen as serious 
to force the opening of a church hall in the town. 
 
On 3 March 1915 the Northern 
Chronicle carried an item from Lt Col 
D. McFadyen (retired) who had been in 
charge of the hospital.  In it, he thanked 
Mrs Mackintosh of Macintosh, Chair of 
the local Red Cross, for supplying beds 
and the Red Cross ladies for assisting 
with nursing and cooking.i The article 
also mentions that the Military had 
opened a facility for influenza cases at 
the ‘Church House’ in Kenneth Street 
which Anne confirmed was the Queen 
Street Church Manse, 60 Kenneth 
Street. 
 
We think, therefore, that this was a temporary facility opened up specifically to deal with an outbreak 
of measles cases in the Cameron Highlanders who were in the town in large numbers due to the First 
World War.  We think it opened in late 1914 or early 1915 but closed around the end of February 
1915.  It was run by a retired army surgeon Lt Col D McFadyen and was furnished and staffed by the 
local Red Cross.  Its location is circled on the 1905 OS mapii above. 
 
But why was it called the Kindergarten Hospital on the death certificates? After a bit more research 
we discovered that a Kindergarten School had previously occupied that room which, in fact, was still 
known locally as the Old Kindergarten School. 
 
The Kindergarten movement was based on the work of the German pedagogue Friedrich Wilhelm 
August Fröbel or Froebel who advanced new ideas in children’s education (including the term 
Kindergarten) which were seen as ground breaking then but are central to much of modern education. 
 
In the late 1870s, the High Church built a new Female School (their previous accommodation at 
Lyon’s Hall was no longer suitable).3 Two Inverness ladies – the Misses Leith opened a Kindergarten 
School in a room there in 1880.4  The School closed in 1891 when the ladies opened Craigneish 
Collegeiii for young ladies (which also included a Kindergarten) in a purpose made building on Old 
Edinburgh Road.  The term ‘Old Kindergarten School’ continued to be used for this part of the High 
Church Halliv and it is here presumably that the Cameron Highlanders measles suffers were 
accommodated.5    

 
i During the First World War, local Red Cross groups ran auxiliary hospitals for the military which were staffed by 
Voluntary Aid Detachment ladies (and known as VAD hospitals). Later that year the local Red Cross opened the 
auxiliary (VAD) hospital at Hedgefield House and in 1917 opened one at Leys Castle.  The Red Cross also set up 
local depots for supplies most of which were donated or made by volunteers. 
ii Courtesy of National Library of Scotland. 
iii The Misses Leith, as they were known, ran the College until 1898 when they retired (Forres, Elgin and Nairn 
Gazette 15 June 1898). In 1900, Miss Jeannie Leith became a Deaconess in Edinburgh (Highland News 24 March 
1900).  
iv In his history of Dunbar’s Hospital, Captain Wimberley notes that the library which had been attached to the 
Grammar School in Dunbar’s was later located in the Old Kindergarten School.  It is not clear if it was still there 
when the room was occupied by measles sufferers ( Captain Wimberley The Hospital of Inverness Inverness 1893 
p129). The building became the High Church Hall (formerly called the Mission Hall) when the Female School 
moved out. 
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