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In 1904, following a smallpox outbreak, a prefabricated hospital made by 
Speirs and Co of 125 West Regent Street, Glasgow was erected by Skye 
District at Stein, north of Dunvegan.  Speirs and Co were a popular 
supplier of inexpensive buildings at this time (see advertisement below) 
and their buildings were surprisingly durable, for example, Cambusavie 
Hospital near Dornoch was erected about the same time and lasted for 
over 80 years.   
 
An original drawing of the building is shown above.i  It was constructed 
of wood with an iron roof.  As can be seen in the original  plan below,ii 
it had two four bed wards with a small nurse’s room/ kitchen in between 

and toilets within a porch at either 
end.  There is apparently no record of 
piped water being supplied and it is 
unlikely that there was.  Note that 
there were four doors into the 
building presumably to minimise 
cross infection.  Annotations of the 
plan suggest it was set up for two beds 
in each ward. 
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The building cost £393 plus about £75 for transport, erection and 
furnishings and as so often happened, by the time the hospital was 
erected, the outbreak had been stamped out.iii  Skye District also tried to 
borrow money to purchase an ambulance waggon at the same time but 
was unsuccessful in getting the loan. However, they appear to have 
purchased an ambulance from George Thomson, Coachbuilder Stirling 
for £70 and this was confirmed by the Medical Officer of Health (MOH).  
This appears to be separate from the Skye hospital van described 
elsewhere.iv 
 
In 1908, the MOH described the hospital as ‘practically unavailable and 
useless’ being on a poor site with no access and he tried, unsuccessfully, 
to have it moved to Fairfield near Dunvegan.  In 1913, he said it was 
‘going to waste’.  In 1915, it was considered for tuberculosis cases but 
not used and a councillor was charged with ensuring that it was ‘looked 
after and kept shut’.  In October 1917, the District Committee wrote to 
the Local Government Board, the government supervisory body in 
Edinburgh, requesting permission to dispose of the contents but they 
refused and emphasised the need to keep the building watertight.  A new 
lock was fitted but a subsequent request to the Board to dismantle the 
building seems to have been agreed because, in April 1919, the Board 
enquired if this had happened.  It was still standing then but it appears to 
have been blown down in a storm later that year.v 
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