
Victoria (Smallpox) Hospital,  Fort William 
 
By 1900, smallpox had declined markedly but, like cholera, was still 
feared and coastal towns were at risk from the crews of visiting ships.  
Both diseases were strictly isolated and required a separate small hospital.  
In 1901, Dr Miller, as local Medical Officer of Health, recommended 
building a smallpox hospital because an outbreak had been reported in 
Glasgow.  A site on the Aird was acquired from Lady Cameron Lucy and 
Fort William Burgh planned a wooden building with two two-bed wards 
supplied by Speirs of Glasgow.  However, it apparently took a year for 
Lochaber District Committee to respond to the initiative and only after 
smallpox had reached Oban in March 1902 did it agreed to share costs.1  
Later that year the Local Government Board approved the site and the 
local authorities agreed a water supply the following year.2  In 1904, the 
two local authorities built a six-bedi hospital at the east side of Craig’s 
burial ground near present day Morrison’s supermarket.  It was reached 
by a purpose built bridge over the railway and a horse ambulance was 
available.3   
 
In such emergency hospitals, the caretaker often lived in the building.ii 
From 1905 to 1916, a shoemaker was tenant,4 and he is probably the 
caretaker mentioned in 1909 whose conditions of lease included him 
having to leave at an hour’s notice.  In 1910, the Medical Officer of 
Health visited and found that the building required attention with 
rubbish everywhere and poultry in one of the outhouses.  It was cleaned, 
painted and repaired the following year5  In 1914 the local authorities 
agreed that it could be used to treat emergency TB cases but there is no 
evidence that it was used as such.6 
 
By the 1920s, it was known as the Victoria Hospital and, in the late 1920s, 
was said to be in good repair although its equipment and interior ‘left 
much to be desired’.7  There is no evidence of it ever being used as a 
hospital and, after 1929, Inverness County was able to centralise any 

 
i It is later always noted as having 4 beds. 
ii For example the Tarbat Hospital in Easter Ross had a tenant/caretaker from 
around 1890-1910. 



isolation cases at Culduthel Hospital, Inverness.  Therefore, in 1935, it 
was sold for £400 to the Lochaber Power Company (a subsidiary of 
British Aluminium).8 
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