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Bute Community Council (BCC) 

 

 
DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT  

PORT BANNATYNE VILLAGE HALL 

on 19 November 2019 at 7 pm  

 

 
ATTENDEES – COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
Marlene Hill (Chairman), John McCallum (Vice Chairman), Ronnie Falconer (Planning Rep), 

Robert MacIntyre (Transport Rep), Iain Gillespie, Hamish Kirk, Iain Morrison, Duncan 

Ferguson. 

 

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL  
Jim Findlay, Jean Moffat, Len Scoular 

 

 
1.  APOLOGIES 
Jan Cochrane, Ronnie McAlister, Ian McKay, John Graham 

 
2.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
None. 

    
3.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Amendment to be made: ‘Proposed by Duncan Ferguson.  Seconded by Ian McKay’and not 

by Iain Morrison as stated. 

 
Minutes to be adopted after amendment, proposed by Ronnie Falconer, seconded by Iain 

Gillespie. 

 

4.  POLICE REPORT 
No police officer in attendance, the report was handed in during the meeting and read out at 

Agenda point 12. 

 

5.  COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS   
Iain Morrison thanked Len Scoular for the repair of the bridge on Lovers Lane near the Kirk 

Dam.  Councillor Scoular explained that the bridge could be repaired rather than having to be 

replaced. 

  
Complaints have been received that during the Service of Remembrance in Rothesay on 

10.11.2019 that the ferry had not stopped loading/unloading of cars.  A request was made if the 
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ferry could not delay this happening next year.  Councillor Scoular said this had in fact 

happened last year and complaints had been received of missed connections.  The police had in 

fact this year stopped some traffic movements on the pier. 

 

Councillor Scoular reported, in answer to a query from Robert MacIntyre, that the Argyll and 

Bute Council has now signed a contract with B.E.A.R. Scotland to offer the lining companies 

and the Council a better economy of scale.  It should also be remembered that weather has a 

serious delaying effect on road lining materials. 

 
Duncan Ferguson asked what the progress was on the re-opening of the swimming pool.  

Councillor Finlay replied that there will be a board meeting tomorrow (20.11.2019) and a 

statement has already been issued that there have been delays beyond their control but they are 

working with the contractors and it is hoped that the pool will re-open in December.  A 

statement will be printed in the Isle of Bute News of this week.   

 
A member of the public asked Councillor Finlay if there was an update on Buckingham 

Terrace, Port Bannatyne?  The building has been assessed as safe, while those who live in the 

neighbourhood think differently.  A long discussion was held, with questions such as is there a 

comprehensive list of all the complaints filed against this building, who owns the building, 

what do you have to do to convince Argyll and Bute Council to review the situation?  Local 

people say the evidence is there for anyone to see. 

 

Mr Billy Dickson has retired and his successor is Emma Wilson for Building Control. 

 

The Chairman will contact the Argyll and Bute officers in Rothesay to ask for an update of the 

situation. 

 

6.  COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN REPORT – R Falconer 
Everything seems to be well in hand, we are in a far better position than we were a few years 

ago when the big electricity failure occurred.  James McMillan as deputy CEM attended the 

annual Argyll and Bute Council Emergency Planning Meeting.  One point to notice is that the 

police stations are now open to the public from 07.00 – 18.00 hours Mon-Fri with a lunch hour 

closure from 12.30-13.30.  Closed on Weekends. 
 

Ronnie Falconer will attend a meeting on 26.11.2019 with Argyll and Bute Council Roads and 

Amenity Services to discuss the maintenance of the Lade at the Meadows.  A report on the 

outcome of the inspection of the Mill Lade culvert undertaken by A&BC flood risk team on 6 

August is still awaited. 

 

SEPA undertook a site visit and topographic survey on 6 November to review the threshold 

levels for the issue of Flood Warnings and the extend of the Flood Warning Area. 

 

7.  PLANNING REPORT – R Falconer 
Apart from minor planning applications, two applications warranted mentioning, the first was 

for the erection of dwelling house at the Huf Haus Balmory Road, Ascog.  Ronnie Falconer 
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considered it was a sympathetic development, not very noticeable from the public road.  The 

second application deals with the siting of modular building and erection of shed at The Lade 

Centre, 58 Ladeside Street, Rothesay.  Councillor Scoular mentioned that the shed would be 

used to store wheelchairs as there is no storage space in the Centre.  Discussed with no 

comments on these applications. 

 

The public consultation period on the Argyll and Bute Proposed Local Development Plan 2 

started on 14th November 2019 and runs until noon on the 23rd January 2020.   It is available 

on line, with hard copies in the local library.  Any comments should be passed to Ronnie 

Falconer not later than 6 January 2020, as the Community Council is allowed to comment on 

the Plan.  R Falconer suggested that every one should read it, even though it is a bit dry, 

because it deals with the future of our area. 

 

No further developments on the fish farm planning applications.   

 

A member of the public said that Buteiful Coasts group plan to use the information gathered 

from their fish farm survey to support a letter writing campaign to MSPs.   A summary of the 

results will be published on the website.   More information will follow shortly.  She urged 

everybody to write to MSPs to stop the developments of fish farms. 

 

No further progress was reported on the old school buildings. 

 

Hamish Kirk mentioned that Fyne Homes confirmed that the change of use application for 1 

Russell Street and the flat would be for commercial use, not as fast food outlet.  Fyne Homes is 

a housing association, owned by its members at one share each.  To register as a member is £1, 

you then will be able to vote in the AGM, and take part in tenant participation.  There are many 

rules governing the decision of who becomes a tenant or not. 

 

A member of the public asked if the BCC were going to comment on the ongoing development 

of a supermarket in Wemyss Bay, on the site of a former hotel and the possible traffic 

problems which may be caused by the development.  The meeting came to the conclusion that 

this was out of their jurisdiction. 

 

8.  LICENCING REPORT – J Cochrane 
None. 

 

9.  TRANSPORT REPORT – R MacIntyre 
There have been 5 days with interrupted service on the ferries, due to mechanical problems as 

well as the weather.  Lift B in Rothesay has been out of service since 7.11.2019.  The linkspan 

in Gourock is still out of action. 

 
A proposal for alteration to the Colintraive-Rhubodach timetable has been received.  The 19.30 

ex Colintraive – 1940 ex Rhubodach departures to be cancelled, as well as the 20.30 ex 

Colintrainve – 20.40 ex Rhubodach.  This means that there will be an hour between the ferries 

departing on the hour. 
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In addition it is proposed to make the last sailing of the day, 20.55 ex Colintraive and 21.00 ex 

Rhubodach a request sailing only.  The request has to be made before 16.00 hours on the day 

of travel; otherwise the ferry will not run. 

 

After a discussion there was unanimous support to keep the timetable as is, i.e.  No changes to 

the timetable.  Councillor Scoular will confirm the BCC support for the status quo at the 

forthcoming meeting of the Transport Committee. 

 

 

10. HOLIDAY, LEISURE & TOURISM REPORT – M Hill 
The Christmas tree will be in the performance area, the corner of High Street and Montague 

Street, donated as in other years by Mount Stuart Estate.  New lights for the tree have been 

ordered and will be transported by J Mackirdy from Hillington Industrial Estate to Bute for 

free!  The Company has recently received a cup for being Scottish Haulage Company of the 

Year, all present applauded this news. 

 

A member of the public said that the switching on of the lights in Port Bannatyne and Rothesay 

would clash, as they seem to be planned for the same day, 30.11.2019 at the same time.  After 

a discussion, occasionally heated, it has been decided that the Rothesay festivities will happen 

on a different day.  John McCallum will get in touch with Douglas Lyle to discuss the problem 

and to change the date.  The BCC holds the money for the Rothesay Christmas Lights, but 

Douglas Lyle is the organiser.  

 

11. TREASURER’S REPORT – R McAlister 
In the absence of the Treasurer the Chairman read out the Financial Statement.  A brake down 

of monies received for the Lighting Fund prompted the remark that Douglas Lyle had promised 

(when addressing the BCC earlier this year) much more money from businesses and such like 

here on Bute, but this does not seem to have materialised.  The largest amount is a one-of 

payment by Argyll and Bute Council, although it is less than was at first promised.  The 

generosity of For Bute should be recognised.  A member of the public was worried about the 

amount of money spent on lights, being wasted? quoting what happened in the past when 

previous lights were replaced at great cost.  Marlene Hill explained that those works were 

carried out by Argyll and Bute Council, who are no longer paying for any Christmas lighting 

scheme.  

 
A suggestion was made to have lights to enhance Castle Street in Port Bannatyne, and how to 

finance this.  The Chairman advised to get a form from For Bute and to get some quotes for 

lights etc. 

 

12. HEALTH REPORT – J McCallum 
None, meetings seem to be suspended.  

 
The police report by Sgt Neil Grant L046, handed in during the meeting, was read instead by 

Marlene Hill.  172 incidents were reported to Police Scotland.  
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The main crime reports were:  

5 for breach of the peace offences, with 3 detected and reported to the FP.   

6 for theft, 5 detected and 1 still under enquiry.  

1 serious assault, detected and reported to the Procurator Fiscal 

3 common assault, 2 detected and reported to the Procurator Fiscal 

1 misuse of drug offence, detected and report to be sent to the Procurator Fiscal. 

 

13. CORRESPONDENCE & MATTERS ARISING 
A request has been received from a representative of Sustrans Scotland to address to BCC.  It 

was decided to invite the speaker for the January meeting. 

 

Robert MacIntyre remarked that Port Bannatyne had been switching on the Christmas lights for 

25 years and so should have priority in deciding which date to do so.  It was re-confirmed that 

John McAllum will talk to Douglas Lyle about the date of the switching on of the lights. 

 

14. AOB 
A member of the public asked if in future a notice of the BCC meetings could be posted on the 

notice board in Port Bannatyne, he thanked another member of the public for doing so. 

 

Iain Morrison wanted to know if and when the lay-by on the stretch of road out of Port 

Bannatyne (where the traffic lights have been) would be restored.  At present it is not useable.  

Councillor Moffat will look into this. 

 

It was asked if Buckingham Terrace could be put on the January Agenda. 

 

A member of the public mentioned that the Woodland Trust is having a Big Climate Fightback 

and to plant a tree before or by 30 November.  ‘Be one in a million pledging to plant a tree’ is 

the slogan. 

 

Hamish Kirk mentioned that the bus timetables at bus stops are seriously out of date, but was 

told by Argyle and Bute Council that they cannot update them. Councillor Finlay said that he 

had been advised that these timetables would be replaced in October and that he would chase it 

up. 

 

Hamish Kirk also mentioned the deplorable state of the pavements in both Rothesay and Port 

Bannatyne, why can they not be repaired?  Councillor Finlay said he would look up the 

timetable of maintenance.  A member of the public said it was a problem of manpower rather 

than money.  Councillor Moffat said they cannot find the people to work for them, they prefer 

to work elsewhere. 

 

A member of the public enquired after the antisocial behaviour case in Fyne Homes, Port 

Bannatyne, mentioned in previous minutes and was told the lady in question had been 

satisfactorily re-homed in Rothesay.  A discussion about the law and changes in the law re 

tenants followed. 
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15. REPORT FROM CAL-MAC 
This was reported under 9.  Transport. 

 

 

The date of the next meeting is 21 January 2020 at the Museum, Rothesay at 

7 pm. 

 

 


