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Near doubling of village size
resisted by Community Council
K

iltarlity Community Council
have lodged an objection to the
massive 80 house development proposed for Kiltarlity Village by builders
William Gray. The developer already
has for some time had permission for
23 houses, 13 of them affordable, on
the former Balgate Sawmill site but,
without having built a single house, is
now seeking permission for a further
57 housing units, which would bring
the total to 80 houses.
And despite strong earlier objections
made to the inclusion of flats within any
development, the new plans, described in
our last issue but now formally lodged
with Highland Council, will have two
two-floor blocks of flats, each containing
six apartments.
The Community Council have long
fought for housing increase in the village
to be restricted to the 25% within 10
years which was recommended in the
current Local Plan. This would represent
a total increase in the current 10 year period of, at most, 33 new houses. However, since the publication of the Plan in
2002, 18 affordable houses have been
built by Albyn Housing on the site opposite the Village Store and Post Office and
permission has been given for a further
24 houses on the Glebe site, opposite the
Community Hall.
The 23 houses for which William Gray
already has permission would bring the
total already agreed or built, to 65,
roughly double the Plan’s recommendation, before the addition of the further 57
now being applied for.
Since the decision of the Scottish Government’s Reporter, following a Public
Inquiry, had given William Gray permis-

sion to build 27 houses, a subsequent
proposal to build 23 houses was not
opposed by Kiltarlity Community
Council since this application provided
for two phases – a first phase of 13 affordable and two private houses, and a
second phase of 8 private houses which
was not to go ahead without a reapplication to Highland Council for
permission to start building.
However, no start was ever made on
these houses and it would appear that,
as has always been suspected, the intention all along was for a much larger
development.
In addition to its objection to overdevelopment and the inappropriate introduction of blocks of flats in a rural village, the Community Council has expressed strong concern at the lack of
infrastructure in the village to support a
development of this type and scale.
Managing director Willie Gray has
been reported in the press as being surprised at “the level of opposition since
such fears had not been mentioned at a
public event in December.” Mr Gray

presumably refers to the drop-in exhibition of the 80 house proposal which was
held in Kiltarlity Community Hall in
November, in accordance with new planning procedures.
Though a spokesman for the developer
believed that that event had gone well
and that there had been a “moderately
positive response” to the proposal, outline objections to the proposal were certainly submitted then and Community
Council Chairman Norman Grant was
reported subsequently in the press as
making it clear that the Community
Council were very likely to oppose the
proposal, explaining that William Gray’s
existing permission exceeded the Local
Plan and that the 80 houses proposed
would “nearly double the size of the village”.

Village

Above: the
sawmill site.
Left: the proposed housing
estate
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Memories of Fishing the Bruiach and
Downie Burns in the 1950s
by
Richard Fraser

1

956 was a memorable year, what
with the Suez Crisis, the first ever
Eurovision Song Contest and a 21year-old Elvis taking the world by
storm with ‘Heartbreak Hotel’. Rationing had ended 2 years earlier and
for one 12 year old boy living in Old
Downie, on the Beaufort Estate, life
seemed pretty good.
For him, 1956 will always be remembered as the year he was given his first
decent fishing rod and reel. Though
what I can’t quite remember is where it
was bought; maybe from the old John
Macpherson’s Sporting Stores in Inglis
Street, Inverness, or from Morison's of
Beauly. It might even have been from a
Beauly ironmongers, long since disappeared, that also sold other goods, including basic fishing tackle and equipment. The fledgling young angler from
Old Downie now had a brand new glass
fibre (or maybe it was nylon) rod and his
days of fishing with a trimmed alder
branch were well and truly behind him.
Back then I spent much of the year
away at a boarding school in Perthshire,
coming home to Beaufort for the holidays. In the summer, these were usually
of around 2 ½ months. So an occasional
day’s fishing was the ideal way for a
young lad to occupy his time in a way
that was both challenging and, occasionally, rewarding. At this point, I ought to
stress that I don’t pretend for one moment that what I was doing involved any
proper angling skills. The burns were
not wide and the pools where the fish
lurked invariably had trees and overhanging branches close by. No, it was
usually just a case of dropping my
weighted line here and there around
whichever pool I was at and hoping that
the worm would prove irresistible to any
trout that happened to see it. But to an
eager 12 year old spending every school
term many miles from the area where he
was born, this was excitement of the
highest order. I rarely ever used to see
anyone else on my fishing expeditions
but that was more than likely because I
was the only lad of around my age living
in that part of the Beaufort Estate in
those days.
As for bait, I knew exactly where to go
to find a plentiful supply of worms; the

soil around Old Downie’s rather primitive domestic sewage outlet. Often I
would be very ably assisted by my
younger cousin Rosemary, whose enthusiasm for digging for worms knew
no bounds.
Per h aps n ot
surprisingly, the soil there was packed
full of top quality specimens and digging them up by the shovel full took no
time at all. In these days of much improved health and safety awareness, I
imagine the Old Downie sewage outlet
would cause an outcry but, back then, it
was taken for granted and never given
a second thought, as it always had been
for generations.
For younger readers, Old Downie was
a row of terraced two-storey stone
dwellings for workers on the Lovat Estate, and their families. It was just off
the single track road to Beaufort Castle,
about half a mile along from the East
Lodge (the main entrance, on the
A833). Also there were: a single storey, white painted cottage from an earlier time, the disused estate smiddy, a
few galvanised steel sheds for storing
hay and a silage pit. There had been
settlements of one sort or another at
‘Dounie’ going back hundreds of years
but the place that I, and others, had
once called home finally came to an
end in 1988 when the demolition team
moved in and razed it to the ground to
make way for hay bales.
As many readers will know, the
Bruiach Burn runs out of the loch of
that name (also spelt Loch Bruicheach)
and links up with several others along
the way, notably the Black Burn and
the Culburnie Burn. The Downie
(sometimes referred to by its original
spelling of ‘Dounie’) Burn is the name
given to the latter stages of the Belladrum Burn, which as far as I can make
out from looking at the Ordnance Survey map, appears to run out of a small
group of lochs and lochans in the hills
high up above Glen Convinth. But my
1950s memories are only of the burns’
final stretches, the last mile or so before they each joined together and fed
into the Beauly there in the woods just
east of Beaufort Castle. That was
about as far afield as I used to go in
those distant days of paraffin lamps for

room lighting, before electricity, drinking water on tap, cars and all the other
modern conveniences that we now take
for granted.
The best day’s fishing was always
after a spell of heavy rain. The burns
would be swollen, the water a murky
light brown, but I knew I could be sure
of landing two or three ‘big uns’. By
‘big uns’ I mean trout of about 2 lbs or
thereabouts, which to me then were
prize winning specimens. On a day
when more rain looked unlikely, Rosemary and I would spend about 20 minutes digging up enough worms to last
the afternoon and with a jar full of
worms, my new rod, my wellies, a
satchel for my catches and maybe a
biscuit or two, I’d be off. If I decided I
was going to be doing the Downie
Burn that day, I would make my way
carefully along the bank as far as the
point where the burn passes under the
road a few yards down from today’s
Brockie’s Lodge Hotel, and then work
my way back towards Old Downie,
trying my luck at each of the pools.
Needless to say, care had to be taken
to avoid going too close to the edge of
the bank and falling in, something that
did happen once. Fortunately I was not
alone that day so came to no harm, although I think my worms may have
been swept away in the current.
Another day might have found me
working my way along the stretch of
the Bruiach Burn between the former
Beaufort Estate nursery, through the
woods in front of my place of birth,
Brae Cottage (long since gone), past
the track bed of the railway line used
for moving cut timber down to Beauly
during wartime, and then on down as
far as the point where it joined up with
the Downie Burn.
It was usually possible to tell by the
tug on the line roughly what size of
fish I had hooked. A repeated, gentle
tug would normally be a tiddler and
nothing to get excited about. On the
other hand, a noticeable bending of the
top of the rod, a sudden firm tension in
the line, a tug that was measured but
pronounced, and you knew you were in
business. Playing the fish was a skill I
had yet to acquire and it was generally
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just a matter of lifting it out of the water and
hoping that the magnificent, wriggling creature
wouldn’t drop off the hook before I got it
safely onto dry land and into my satchel. Occasionally, it would be an eel on the end of the
line and anyone who has caught eels will know
what an absolute pain they can be to remove.
Luckily, eels were few and far between.
Those fishing outings ended round about 1958
when we moved from Old Downie to a new
house in Balgate. I was older and had started
to pursue other interests. But I shall never forget the pleasure and enjoyment I got from those
days up and down the burns around Old
Downie, trudging home smelling of fish and,
on occasions, getting a friendly wave from
Lord Lovat if he happened to be passing by
behind the wheel of ‘ST 9’.

Clockwise from right: Cousin
Rosemary (now Mrs Rose Nixon)
by the Downie Burn at Old
Downie and no doubt thinking
back to the days of digging for
worms around the sewage outlet;
it’s 1956 and a young Richard
Fraser is ready for a day’s fishing; a favourite stretch on the
Bruiach Burn - the road to Beaufort Castle crosses in the background; trying my luck on the
Downie Burn where it flows past
Old Downie.

DRAINAGE DOCTORS
SEPTIC TANKS AND
SOAKAWAYS
REPAIRS AND
INSTALLATION
TEL: ANDY BAWDEN
01463 741468
or
ALI MATHESON
01349 877629
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Willie Zuckert

ObituariesAigas Community Forest

Inevitably, since our last issue there have been several deaths in
or connected with Kiltarlity and notAndrew
all of these
may be remembered here. We will be
Leaver
happy to print all obituaries
submitted
to Community
us..
Secretary,
Aigas
Forest

Simon Ross MacRae
(Simie)
5 April 1928 3 February 2010

Simie, Mary and
one of his many cars

S

imie was born in Invergarry the
younger son of policeman Simon
Macrae (Sam the Bobby) and Caroline Macrae, but when he was just
one year old his father was posted to
Newtonmore which became Simie’s
home. Here he discovered his love
and skills for shinty and he spoke
often of his Newtonmore friends and
their many antics whilst growing up
there.
Simie left Newtonmore to do his national service in the RAF, but by the
time he finished national service the
family had been posted again, to Foyers Police station.
In Foyers, as the result of a tragic accident Simie lost his elder brother
Colin (‘Cocoa’) and not long after that
his father Sam retired from the police
and the family returned to Kiltarlity to
Simie’s mother’s family home in Lonbuie.
Simie briefly went to work in South
Wales but due to his father’s ill health
he had to return to help on the family
croft at Lonbuie.
In Kiltarlity Simie became a star
player in the most successful Lovat
shinty team of all time and was very
proud to be part of the victorious team
which in 1953 won the Camanachd
Cup and every other available trophy.
Simie also liked to socialise and at
one of the many local dances he attended he met his wife Mary, from

Drumlithie, near Stonehaven. They
married and had five daughters but
very sadly lost a twin daughter Lily in
infancy. And after a short marriage of
only seven years, tragedy struck again
with the sudden death of Mary, leaving
Simie to raise his four girls, all under
the age of six, with the help of his
mother Caroline.
Despite all the struggles and losses in
his life Simie always remained a very
colourful character and leaves many
humorous, mischievous and fond
memories, which are widely shared.
Simie is survived by his four daughters Rosie, Moira, Shona and Caroline ,
his grandchildren and great grandchildren and his elder sister Carrie.

Hettie (Babs) Sanders
22.6.16 - 14.11.09

H

aving left behind the previous
sadness of war and afterwards her life in Caterham, Surrey, Granma (as known by her
family ) and her husband Philip
came to live at Culburnie Old
Schoolhouse in the late 1970s to
fulfil a deep desire to explore the
Highlands, having visited Norway
and Iceland, in more suitable
weather than the wet which happens on a set holiday time.
Up to the death of Philip in 1999,
they achieved very many climbs,
walks and cycle rides in this beautiful
rugged area, which they loved, combined with bird watching and gathering wine-making ingredients, being
great home brewers. Nothing was
ever wasted and her determination to
do almost everything herself was
most evident in their beautiful garden full of produce and flowers
which she cared for up until she had
to visit Raigmore Hospital, where she
died aged 93 years.
She had been hoping to celebrate
her hundredth birthday, and had the
vegetable patch ready for next year always optimistic and never giving
up.
She was most fortunate to have
some very special neighbours.
Hettie is survived by Anne and
Archie at Kinerras, granddaughter
Jenny and grandson Angus.

18 September 1925 23 November 2009
Willibald (Willie) Zuckert was born in
a German community within what is
now the Czech Republic. At the age of
17 he was conscripted into the German
army and, having fought on the Russian Front, was taken prisoner in
Northern Germany in 1945. He came to
the Highlands as a British prisoner of
war at Foxhole and worked in forestry
and on farms around Kiltarlity and the
Black Isle.
After his release as a POW he chose
to remain in Britain as his parents had
been displaced from the Czech Republic into East Germany.
Willie worked for the Forestry Commission from the mid 50’s. At different
times he lived at Caiplich and Cragganvallie in Kiltarlity and also at Muirton
Farm near Tore in the Black Isle. However, for much of his married life with
Ina Mackenzie from the Black Isle he
lived in one of the Forestry Commission houses, near Glenconvinth School.
Willie Zuckert had many skills and
interests. He was a gardener, beekeeper, furniture and fiddle maker and
lawnmower repairer, collected peat and
firewood endlessly, and played chess.
In 1979 he built his own house on the
Bog Road next to Achvaich and latterly
he also acquired a small flock of sheep.
Willie’s wife Ina died in 1995 but
Willie leaves a family of four, Billy
and Linda in Inverness, Derek in Edinburgh and Irene in Western Australia.
Willie paid many trips to Australia to
visit his daughter Irene and even took
in Bali in early 2009.
As well as his four children Willie is
survived by many grandchildren.

Bilingual signs

A

t their March meeting members
of Kiltarlity Community Council considered a request from the
Highland Council Access Officer for
the views of the Community Council
on the use of bilingual core path signs.
It was explained that funds had already
been allocated for this and no additional funding was required. Members
agreed to the signs being bilingual and
agreed also that the ‘English’ version
of the name should come first on each
sign.
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Kiltarlity Hall
Association

Boblainy Forest
Group

Veronica Tervet
Chairman

W

ell, spring has arrived at long
last, what a winter it has been.
We’re looking forward to a busy summer.
Over the winter we have had electrical
work carried out, new fire doors fitted,
repairs to damaged guttering and front
door. This work came to a total of over
£3,000. The total maintenance budget for
the year was £7,719.84. Due to the increase in fuel costs our heating and lighting came to a sum of £2,910. From these
figures you will see the need for keeping
up our fundraising efforts. Our goal for
this year is to see the inside of the hall
painted with an estimate of over £2,300.
The Whist attendances were down due
to the weather conditions but they were
enjoyed by all that attended.
We would like to thank all the people
who attended and donated baking for our
Coffee Morning especially the new bakers. A total of £237.46 was raised. Although we were disappointed with the
attendance overall.
Our next main fundraising event is the
Gala in May followed by the Belladrum
Festival and as usual all donations of
baking will be gladly accepted. We will
remind you nearer the time.
We are hoping to recruit new members
onto the committee, because we would
like to see new faces and hear new ideas.
The Summer Activities will be held in
the Hall once again over the summer
holidays – look out for posters nearer the
time.
It has been suggested that we hold a
winter after school club, can we have
your thoughts as regards this? We had
thought to run it from October to Easter.
Please contact Eunice on 741447 with
your thoughts.
We now have Yoga classes running for
both adults and children: for times see
the events programme. A number of people are hiring the hall for games of badminton, birthday parties, football and so
on, which helps to raise funds.
Ben Braithwaite would like to start up
a Camera Club in the hall; would anyone
interested in joining please contact Ben
on 741417.
Finally once again thank you to all who
contribute in any way, but remember,
without funds or committee members,
there will be no hall and therefore we
need your help in keeping it running.

Events in the forest –
Spring 2010
Family Fun: Forest Survival Saturday 8th May
10.00 am – 12 noon
Meet at forest entrance – Ardendrain
Join Sheila Wallace to build a shelter to
help you survive a night in the woods
and learn some secrets of forest survival.
Wildlife Walk
Thursday 20th May
6.30 pm – 9.30 pm
Meet at forest entrance – Ardendrain
Join Malcolm Harvey to learn about the
birds and other wildlife in our local
woods. Bring binoculars if you have
them
Family Fun: Environmental Art
Saturday 12th June
10.00 am – 12 noon
Meet at forest entrance – Culburnie
Sheila Wallace will take you for a short
walk into the woods to create a fabulous piece of ‘environmental art’
Longest Day Walk
Monday 21st June
7.30 pm – 9.30 pm
Meet at forest entrance – Ardendrain
Join Floris Greenlaw to discover some
of the secrets of the forest (including
Culnaskiach Falls) on this approximate
5 mile circular walk. (Suitable for
adults and children of 10 and above.)
(More details from Sheila Wallace
741382 or 07919 416942)
See also Page 16

Kiltarlity SWRI
Catherine MacRitchie
Secretary

T

he year started off with the
weather against us in January
so we had to call off our visit to Dingwall Mart.
At our February meeting we had Joe
Barnard, pastor of Kiltarlity Free
Church, who gave us an insight into
his life in Louisiana, which reminded
us of the stories of Huckleberry Finn.
In March we held our Whist Drive
and, much to our delight, raised £200
for the Kintail Mountain Rescue Team.
Presentation of the cheque will be
made at our May meeting and we
would like to say a big thankyou to
everyone who supported us.

ABC PLANT HIRE
DIGGERS AND DUMPERS
SKILLED OPERATORS
Tel: ANDY OR ALI
01463 741468
Or
07999 352399
LOWER
DRUMNAGARRACHAN,
KILTARLITY

Clubs meeting in
Kiltarlity Hall
School Badminton (term time);
Beavers (term time);
Kempo (every week) ;
Mother & Toddlers (term time);
School Shinty (winter terms);
Fitness Class (term time) ;
Badminton Juniors (Oct- end
March);
Badminton Seniors;
Shinty training;
WRI (1st Wed of each month);
Craft class;
Hall committee meeting (2nd Wed of
each month);
Ready Steady Go (Term Time);
Cubs (Term Time);
Scouts (Term Time);
Indoor Football (Adults) (Winter
Terms);
Indoor Football (Children) (Term
Time);
First Shinty Club (Winter Terms);
Youth Club (Term Time);
Kirkhill Football Club (Winter
Terms);
Model Aeroplane Club (Winter
Terms);
Whist Drive (Last Sat of Month)

Club information may be
incomplete or
changed; see also
notice boards, or contact:

741 447
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News From Charleston Academy
from Craig MacRitchie, Head Boy
‘Pi’ Eating Contest In December
one of our Maths teachers held a ‘Pi’
reciting contest to see who could recite
‘Pi’ to the most decimal places. The
winner was the exceptionally smart
Calum White (S1) who after reciting
235 decimal places of ‘Pi’ won an ipod
shuffle.
Sleeping Beauty Panto In December
the pupils held the brilliant production
Sleeping Beauty. If you were lucky
enough to see it I’m sure you will agree
that all cast and crew members provided an exceptional performance
which was so witty and professionally
done. In the main body of the cast
were locals Ellie Watts who was Whyte
of comedy duo Whyte and MacKay
and Alexander Thorne as King Henry.
Re-Scheduled School Dances Rescheduling the Christmas dances was a
bit of a challenge. They were cancelled
when the snow first arrived in December and eventually they were reorganised for February. Everyone was
dressed to the nines and had a brilliant
time dancing along to the Jock Fraser
Dance Band. The after party for senior pupils was a great success in Bakoo

Aigas Community Forest
Update from Andrew Leaver

and they even decorated the venue for
us as if it was Christmas again.
Power Readers Awards Power Readers’ assemblies were a great success
and lots of fun with teachers dressed up
as book characters, pupils reading from
their favourite books, comical powerpoint presentations and class raps!
Award winners from Kiltarlity included; BRONZE: Matthew Dicks
S1, Calum White S1, Owen Michie S1,
Emma MacRae S2, Hamish Gray S2
and Tamara MacDougall S2.
Duke of Edinburgh Craig Lloyd and
Serena MacRae have successfully completed the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Award and have received their certificates and badges.
Future of Inverness Event In January
a group of sixth years attended an event
in the Ironworks along with representatives from Millburn and Culloden
Academies and the High School about
how we could improving Inverness in
the future.
We identified problems
facing Inverness and embarked on designing something to counteract a specific problem area. Our group chose to
try and improve culture within the
Highland Capital with an idea to possibly construct a heritage centre and introduce more Scottish Culture into
schools. Unfortunately, on the day our

idea was not chosen, but we can walk
away from the event knowing what
ideas it could take to improve the City
in the future.
Alpe D’Heuz Ski Trip This year 32
(S2) and (S3) pupils went on their 7
day ski trip to Belle Aurore, France
where they enjoyed a great welcome at
the hotel and enjoyed amazing views
of the Alps. They took part in twohourly lessons twice a day and they
still managed to partake in the après ski
with a quiz night, bum boarding, ice
skating, games night, swimming, disco,
ceilidh and bingo. New friends were
made from different schools across the
Highlands and a great time was had by
all.
Botswana June 2010 As part of our
continuing link with Lotsane Senior
Secondary School, Botswana, on 23rd
March we received two visiting teachers who mainly visited the Art and Science Departments and who will be reporting back about their experiences.
We are also fund raising for a S5 pupil
from Lotsane who whilst undergoing
corrective surgery was left paralysed
and in a wheelchair. Along with her
classmates we hope to raise enough to
buy her an electric wheelchair. At present we have raised approximately
£1000.

T

o raise the funds we need by
June 2011 we have set a target
of £750,000 and have now formed
three fundraising sub-committees of
our main steering group. These are:
Public / Charitable Trusts, Private
Sector, and Community Fundraising.
The first group will prepare applications for HIE Community Land Unit,
The BIG Lottery Fund and a large
number of charitable trusts, where we
need the majority of our funding to
come from. The second group will focus on local and national companies
and possible high value donations from
individuals. The third group have been
planning a series of fundraising events
over the next 12 months.
We really want to engage the local
community in these events not just for
funds, but also to build a sense of ownership and responsibility which will
help our long term success.
The Aigas Forest Newsletter can be
accessed on www.aigasforest.co.

uk

WILD BIRD FOOD, FREE DELIVERY
PRICES PER 25 Kg SACK, we also
pack in 20s, 13, 10 & 6 Kg sacks
SEE, wildbirdfoodscotland.co.uk
for full price lists and info.

PEANUTS
STANDARD SEED
SUPREME SEED
NICE & CLEAN SEED
SUNFLOWER HEARTS
NIGER SEED
SUET PELLETS PER 10 Kg
FAT BALLS PER 100
ORDER LINE 01456 486 639

£29.75
£19.75
£22.80
£28.50
£38.47
£42.00
£27.50
£17.50
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Councillor’s Corner
Spring 2010
from

Councillor Helen Carmichael

A

s the daylight lengthens with the
spring days and the plucky little
crocuses fight their way through the
cold ground to flower triumphantly in
a glorious abundance of purple and
yellow, my thoughts are drawn to the
damage the long winter frost has had
on our roads. Potholes have appeared
everywhere on roads and pavements.
These have to be repaired before any
decision is made on the outcome of the
Beauly Square consultations. The two
public meetings on the 23rd and 25th February displayed suggestions from the survey forms and your remarks during the
exhibition in the autumn. Comments will
again be collated and analysed. Thanks
to all who ventured through the snow.
Details of the proposals are printed elsewhere in this edition of Kiltarlity News,
and a further public meeting will be held
before any decisions are taken. Copies of
the plans are available in the library in
Phipps Hall.
A major problem next year is the closure of the Kessock Bridge from March
to September 2011 for resurfacing. One
side will be closed at a time and some
traffic diverted through Beauly. Work on
the Balblair Substation and the Beauly
Denny line could commence during this

period, adding additional heavy traffic.
This will affect everyone in the area,
added to the proposal to adjust the Station Bridge to allow for low loaders to
bring in large transformers for the
power station.
Digital Switchover Help Scheme
(helpscheme.co.uk): The Help Scheme
is now writing directly to everyone
aged 75 and over and eligible disabled
people to offer them practical help to
change one TV set to digital. It is important that people respond to receive
help. For information about the Switchover Help Scheme, contact the Help
Scheme National Manager for Scotland, Luke McCullough on 07590
306972 or luke.mccullough@bbc.co.uk

Kiltarlity Gala
2010

K

iltarlity Community Gala will
be on 22nd May 2010 at Tomnacross School from 2 pm - 5 pm.
This year’s Gala will be very music
orientated with at least 3 bands and, it
is hoped, the Kirkhill Ladies Singers.
Bands already signed up are Torridon,
Dronezone and Chasing Rain.
The Bucking Bronco will be back to
test everyone's riding skills, and an inflatable slide, a 'Beach Volley Ball'
tournament for the children (willing
adults can participate in their own
game as long as they wear fancy dress),
mini-paintballing and many other exciting fun events for all the family.
There will be the usual stalls: homebaking, plants, burgers and ice cream,
popcorn and more. Teas will be available in the new school hall where the
entries for the art competition will be
displayed. And also a display of old
school photographs (who will you recognise?) dating back quite a number of
years.

Council reinforces
message on the hazards
of dog fouling

T

he Highland Council is continuing
its campaign to raise awareness of
the dangers of dog fouling and is reminding owners that they can face a
fixed penalty for not picking up their
dog’s mess.
Education and Enforcement Officer Peter Taylor said: “Dog fouling is both unsightly, unpleasant and a potential health
hazard. Dogs commonly carry a parasite
worm called Toxocara whose eggs are
passed out with the faeces into the soil.
These eggs can last in the ground for up
to two years, long after any outward sign
of the fouling has gone, with each infected deposit containing up too two million eggs.
“The most common form of Toxocariasis is the covert type which has mild
symptoms or may have no symptoms at
all. Symptoms of this type of infection
can be fever, cough, wheezing, headache
and difficulty sleeping.”
In the UK it is widely accepted that
most parks and urban open green spaces
are infected with the Toxocara worm in
various stages of development and that
up to 40% of the population may have
been infected at some time without realising it. Although the worm cannot survive more than a few weeks in the human
body before dying off, if it has got as far
as the eye then an impairment of vision
can occur, although this is very rare. All
dog owners are advised to speak to their
vet to ensure that their dog is properly
wormed.
Chairman of The Highland Council’s
TEC Services, Councillor John Laing
said: “Most dog owners do clean up after
their dogs but those who don’t are having
a negative affect on the standard of our
public areas and are putting the health of
other people at risk. I urge all dog owners to comply with the law and be responsible for clearing up after their dog.
There really is no excuse not to bag and
bin it. And to help people the Council
provides “scoop the poop” bags free of
charge from our Service Points and dedicated bins in public areas.”
The Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003
is the key legislation which empowers
the Council to issue fixed penalty notices. Anyone identified as failing to
clean up after their dog is liable to receive a fixed penalty of £40, which
rises to £60 if the penalty is not paid
within 28 days.
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Tomnacross Parent Council & Parent Teacher Association – April 2010
by
David Garvie
Chairman, Tomnacross Parent Council

T

he new school hall was officially
opened on 23rd March and we were
all entertained by a wide variety of displays by pupils from nursery to P7.
There was singing, skipping, dancing,
gymnastics and an abundance of talent
on display, rounded off by tea and baking provided by the parents. Nobody
present could fail to have been impressed by the facilities that the children
now have. Thank you to everyone who
was able to join us to mark this occasion – I hope you enjoyed yourselves!
March was also the month of the Inverness Musical Festival – an event in which
Tomnacross has always done well, and this
year was no exception. There were individual successes from many pupils and team
successes from the nursery (1st place) and
the P1/P2 choir (2nd equal place against
some stiff competition). A lot of hard work
goes into these achievements, not just from
the pupils but also from parents and school
staff, and it’s great that Tomnacross is always well represented and continues to do
us proud. I think that’s now 5 years in a
row that the nursery has won an award.
Finally, the nursery is about to embark on
a project to redesign their garden by building some flower beds and vegetable plots.
The plan is to arrange a Saturday in the
coming weeks when some volunteers with
green fingers spend a day blitzing the garden. Mrs Johnstone would be very keen for
any willing volunteers; if you think you
might be able to help then please contact
me by phone (741038) or email
(david@garviefamily.com).
As a reminder, Parent Council meetings
are open to all parents and we are always
keen for new faces! We meet roughly
once a term and the next meeting is on
Thursday 22 April at 7 pm in the school.

Tomnacross Nursery Rehearsing in the New School Hall

The Opening Clockwise from
above: Headteacher Mrs JoJo
Offord welcomes guests; Danny
and Niamh start things off; former Headteacher, Mr Graham
Bell and Mrs Irene Dickson,
School Cook, cut the ribbon.

The new hall
and school
entrance

9

Tomnacross Primary School News

O

ver the winter term our school
was disrupted by the severe
weather causing closures that no one
(apart from the children!) was happy
about. Christmas parties became
Valentine discos! Our new building
and some of our trees were damaged
by the very heavy snowfall but all of
this has now been put right and it is
lovely to see the sun shining again
and the feeling of Spring in the air.
Next session we hope to put on a pantomime so hopefully the weather will
be kinder!
Our Improvement Priorities this session are The Highland Literacy Project;
Numeracy and the Curriculum for Excellence and Behaviour Issues. We are
moving along well with all of these and
this has been recognised at national
level. We have had a visit from the
Government’s policy makers who visited the classrooms to see literacy as it
is now being taught in our school. They
were most impressed and went away
full of enthusiasm, not only about how
well we are delivering English Language, but also with some ideas on delivering Maths in a meaningful, active
and fun way for the children.
Following this visit, Mrs Offord was
asked to send examples of our work to
the Scottish Education Department.
Due to the good reputation our school
is building on, our Head Teacher was
asked to address the Curriculum for
Excellence Showcase on how we deliver Literacy in our school and our
plans for the future. It was very significant that Tomnacross’s Head Teacher
was the only Primary School represented among the speakers who included government officials and Her
Majesty’s Inspectors. Needless to say,
Mrs Offord was very pleased to showcase the work and future ideas of

Tomnacross Primary School and Nursery! Of course, none of this could happen without a committed staff, enthusiastic pupils, supportive parents and interested community.
We intend to hold Curricular Information Evenings – at least one each term –
and we would welcome anyone who is
interested in our work to come along.
We will let you know through posters
in the village. We will also be creating
leaflets to explain the changes in education and try to find a way of sharing
these. We hope to share our monthly
school newsletters more widely.
The highlight of last term was of
course the opening of our new School
Hall (see also School Council/PTA report opposite). This was a great success
and many thanks to all who helped in
any way and also to those who came
along on the day. The Parent Council
was very supportive in making this
happen.
Primary Seven pupils are joining with
Teanassie Primary Seven pupils on an
activity week to Badaguish near
Aviemore. What a wonderful time they
will have – climbing, gorge walking
and visiting the Ospreys to name but a
few activities!
And we are looking forward to
‘Oliver’ that the older class are working on. Details soon!
We also hope to do a great deal of
work on our grounds, but for this we
need help. If there is anyone out there
keen to help or even donate a plant or
two, please contact the school.
If you would like to be involved in the
life of the school please let us know
how you could – read a story, train a
sport, knit, cook – we can fit you in!
The school is part of Kiltarlity and we
would like Kiltarlity to be part of our
school.

Iain Goodwill Trust

O

ver the winter we have had our
web site professionally revamped, so please take a look: www.
iains-trust.org. It is a huge improvement and a valuable aid in our awareness campaign. A huge thank you to
the developer, a father of three young
children who has done this as a favour
for the Trust.
In addition, the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) has

collated the results from the recent
online survey. We had a huge number
of responses; thank you if you took
part, the information will prove invaluable.
Although the results are preliminary,
some were shocking. For example,
42% of respondents confirmed that
their children had picked up the family
car keys without being seen to do so.
Even more shocking, almost 10% of

Love's Last Recollection
This poem is from Joe Barnard, Kiltarlity
Free Church resident preacher, who has
those in mind who are suffering from
various forms of dementia and the loved
ones who are caring for them. The idea
behind the poem is that as we progressively lose our identity, forget who we
are, other people sustain that identity by
remembering it for us through love and
in hope that, one day, all identities will
be restored.
Could I forget the face that birthed
My tender body here;
Or lose the power to recall
Her lips upon my ears?
Can recollection skip the name
Inscribed for my own self?
Can consciousness grow so confused
That conscience becomes deaf?
Is there no bedrock of the mind,
Memory's utmost pledge?
Is any branch of life secure
Of this serrated edge?
Yet though awareness seeps away My self become erased;
Though lethean waters overspill
My last cerebral trace,
Who I am is not forgotten.
I live inscribed on you,
And you retain my blinded soul
Alive as we once knew.
Remember now myself in prayer;
My hope lapsed, in correction,
Until the great awakening comes,
Love's last recollection.
these had then used the keys to enter
the vehicle parked outside their house.
Also, 22% of respondents said that they
had started to manoeuvre a vehicle on
their driveway and realised their child
was close to the car when they thought
that they were safe.
The full results will be published
shortly and we will use them in order to
continue our awareness work in a targeted manner.
Finally, you may have read in the media about the five year old who took the
family car for a “ride” before crashing
into a wall – fortunately nobody was
hurt but how different might it have
been?
Please take extra care when reversing
on your drive with young children living in the household and keep your car
keys well out of children’s reach - bear
in mind they can be excellent climbers!
Mark G Goodwill, (Telephone
741854).
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Red Squirrels
by
Malcolm Harvey

R

ed Squirrels used to be a common mammal inhabiting woods
almost throughout Great Britain. I
can just remember seeing them in the
woods around my grandparents’ home
in Sussex at the beginning of the
1950’s. Grey Squirrels appeared in
the area soon after that and it was not
long before the red squirrels disappeared.
This pattern occurred all over England
in the ensuing years and nowadays there
are very few places in England, and increasingly in Southern Scotland, where
one can have the pleasure of seeing Red
Squirrels.
For many years the larger grey squirrels
were blamed for the disappearance of red
squirrels although it was unclear exactly
how this took effect. It is now known
that grey squirrels introduced from some
American populations (but not Canadian
ones) carry a virus which has a lethal effect on red squirrels. This virus causes
them to have an unpleasant, lingering
death. I recently attended a most interesting talk by Dr Mel Tomkin who is in
charge of the campaign to save Red
Squirrels by controlling grey squirrels.
There are encouraging early indications
that this is having some success.
Red squirrels have been a common resident in the woods around Kiltarlity ever
since I first visited them over 40 years
ago. My impression is that it is only over
the past ten years or so that they have
increasingly visited our gardens to feed
on food initially put out for birds. Over
the past four years they have been visiting our garden in Loaneckheim regularly,
although we did receive occasional brief
visits before this.
Peanuts are their favourite food in our
garden and they now take them from the
special squirrel feeders put up for them.
It took a while for them to learn how to
lift the lid of the box with their head to
extract the peanuts. We initially purchased special squirrel foods which contained a mixture of nuts including hazelnuts, but we found that they tended to
select only the peanuts.
They consume many peanuts at the
feeding boxes but can also be seen to
carry many away to bury and store for
hard times during the winter, as they do
not hibernate. They later locate the food
they have buried through smell rather
than solely by memory.

For a period last autumn, red squirrels
seemed to stop visiting our gardens. Dr
Tomkin told me that this was probably
due to a large crop of their favoured
natural foods of hazelnuts or pine seed
being available to them.
Red squirrels are normally most active in the morning at first light. Most
activity ceases in the early afternoon
although they do visit gardens at any
time of the day. With the longer daylight hours in the summer, they become
more active again in the afternoons after a midday siesta.
It is just about now in April that they
have their young, which are tended
solely by the female. In many areas
they have a second litter later in the
year but apparently this is less frequent
in Scotland.
They do not have many enemies in
the north of Scotland but the main ones
are the Pine Marten and, I suspect, the
motor car, judging by the number of
dead ones found on roads in some areas.
I have been told that red squirrels do
not return to a squirrel feeder after it
has been visited by a pine marten, presumably because they detect its scent.
Recently, however, we saw a pine marten visit one of our squirrel feeders
(probably not for the first time judging
by the number of peanuts disappearing
some nights) but within an hour, red
squirrels were feeding from this box
clearly undeterred by the scent of the
pine marten.
We are very lucky to have such a delightful visitor to our gardens and I
hope that we can continue to enjoy the
red squirrels’ presence, something
which people in most parts of Britain
unfortunately can no longer do.

Red squirrel—not as easily identified in a newsletter as in the garden

Community Council
prepares for
next year’s snow

H

ighland Council have turned
down Kiltarlity Community
Council’s request for the strategic location next winter of snow shovels for
emergency use by motorists and others. But in view of the problems experienced during this winter’s heavy
snowfall members agreed at their 24th
March meeting to provide these out of
the CC’s own funds. The snow shovels
will be bought later in the year before
the onset of snowy weather and stored
at a convenient location in the village
where they can be easily borrowed and
returned after use.
But, responding to the Community
Council’s concern about the difficulty
during the period of heavy snowfall of
getting to and from the Village Store and
Post Office, Highland Council have
agreed to locate a sand/grit box beside
the shop road.
The Community Council had also
raised with Highland Council officials
the problem caused by snowploughs
clearing main roads but in doing so
blocking side entrances and making it
impossible for drivers to park in order to
complete their journey home on foot.
The CC asked that snow plough drivers
should also clear suitable parking areas
so that cars which had to be left near the
main road could be parked without obstructing traffic. Highland Council has
agreed to consider ploughing procedures
and the training of drivers to make them
more aware of what they can achieve by
spending slightly more time treating specific areas. The Council are also to consider the option of clearing some of these
areas with diggers.
In response to the concern of Kiltarlity
Community Council and others about
extensive frost damage to roads and footways Highland Council have assessed
the damage and, in view of reduced
budgets, may increase spending on
“general patching” in the short term,
though they say that this may leave fewer
resources to deal with other routine
maintenance activities such as drainage,
grass cutting, signing and road lining.
Although Council staff have pointed out
that resources are limited, they note that
conditions over the Christmas holiday
period were very untypical of what we
have experienced in recent years.
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LETTER

Kiltarlity Free
Church Community
Programme May
2010

K

iltarlity Free Church is using
the Community Hall for services whilst the Church Building is
undergoing extensive refurbishment.
To celebrate our arrival in the centre of Allarburn we invite the community – all ages – to the following
events.
Saturday 8 May
Anyone interested in KFC is invited
to sample a range of activities including:
Bouncy castles, Sumo wrestling etc
in the field opposite the
Community Hall
free of charge
from 11.00 am
. Relevant to all ages.
Sunday 9 May
Evening at Community Hall,
6 pm Coffee and Talk,
Joe Barnard
Thursday 13 May
Talk by Joe Barnard on Avatar
in Brockie’s Lodge
at 7.30 pm.

Kiltarlity News
We are anxious to have material for
the Summer issue of the Kiltarlity
News and will print as many local
news items, club, school news, sports
obituaries, letters, articles etc, as possible. Please send material by 31 July
2010. We may be able, but cannot
guarantee, to print later contributions.
Material may be sent to R. MacLean,
‘Berisay’, Culburnie, (741323), emailed to rdmaclean5@berisay.co.uk,
left in the shop/PO or given to any
Community Council member.

B

ecause there is concern about
the increasing number of constructed hill tracks, MSPs Peter Peacock and Sarah Boyack are fronting
a campaign to introduce more controls.
Campaigners argue that these tracks
(common in Kiltarlity moorland areas)
are often unsightly, intrude into wild
landscape and damage the natural environment. But, currently, the construction of hill tracks does not require planning permission as long as the tracks
are claimed to be constructed for land
management purposes such as agriculture and forestry.
There are no restrictions on hill track
construction at different altitudes, no
clear definition of maintenance, and no
way of ensuring that claimed repair of
footpaths is not really construction of
much larger tracks. And there are no
penalties if the regulations which do
exist are not followed.
Though hill tracks are important for
land management, and farmers and
crofters have a legitimate need to construct, maintain and develop tracks
constructed in lower lying land, the
lack of regulation of hill tracks has
allowed unchecked development of
vehicular upland tracks arguably resulting in overuse, erosion, and damage
to the countryside.
Campaigners have now gathered over
1500 signatures to a petition asking for
action on the situation, and have also
secured a parliamentary debate - due
to be held in the chamber of the Scottish Parliament on June 9, 2010.
Fuller information can be found at
http://www.hilltrackscampaign.org.
uk/

Advertising in the Kiltarlity

10 April 2010
With the arrival of milder
weather the memory of our prolonged winter of heavy snow
and ice and all that went with it
is fading.
Through the pages of the
Kiltarlity News we know that
many of our local residents will
wish to share in expressing
appreciation and thanks to the
companies and individuals who
endeavoured to provide public
services in our area come what
may. Many people will have a
story to tell of how they were
affected by the severe winter
conditions and the many good
deeds carried out.
Ross's Minibuses deserve an
accolade for their herculean
efforts in reaching their passengers, some of whom reside in the
remoter parts of Kiltarlity and
neighbouring parishes.
We took the opportunity of logging onto their excellent and informative website www.rossminibuses.co.uk which included
the statement "A company where
passengers come first". How true
that statement is.
Still on a personal note, we
would also mention Bruce Lindsay Coal Ltd and CPL Petroleum
who eventually reached us in
atrocious weather conditions.
Well done guys.
Two OAPs

News

We can offer space in the Service Directory where we will print a maximum of 30 words for a cost per issue of £5.
Also, display/box advertisements which would have up to 150 words and would be approximately either 5 column centimetres
( 5 cm X 5 cm approx) or 10 column centimetres (ie twice as high or twice as broad, though not both). Cost per issue for a 5
cm box is £15 and for a 10 cm box £25. Other sizes and designs can be arranged.
For the next issue please send your requirements and text by 31 July 2010 to: rdmaclean5@berisay.co.uk,
or post to R D MacLean, ‘Berisay’, Culburnie, Kiltarlity IV4 7JJ (01463 741323).
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Public Consultation Beauly Square
The Highland Council Planning and Development Service Capital Programme has a sum of £62000 for improvements to Beauly Square.
From the first phase of public consultation held in September 2009 seven key issues were identified for further consideration. These were: maximisation of parking; the use of Braeview car park for longer term parking; increased
safety for drivers and pedestrians; congestion caused by deliveries; one way traffic flow in the Square; junction of
Ferry Road / High Street / Square; the bollards outside the Co-op. These key issues did not cover all the points
raised by all those who commented, but they did cover the main issues raised by the greatest number of people. It is considered unlikely that all these issues can be addressed within the budget available, but it is thought possible to make
changes that will provide some improvements in relation to all issues.
Five possible areas for action were identified which would go some way to addressing the key issues within the available budget. In order to obtain the views of the local community on these suggestions a further consultation was held. to
enable planners to proceed to draw up firm proposals. This resulted in an Exhibition in the Phipps Hall on 25th February, notified to local community councils and advertised generally. Despite heavy snow, the Exhibition had a good attendance of residents of Beauly and the surrounding districts. A meeting of local traders took place on 23rd February.
A further public meeting will be held to show the results before any final decisions are made.
At the time of writing the results had not been collated and it may be possible to have further comments passed to
Councillor Helen Carmichael either directly or through the Community Council.

The five possible areas for action
Commercial Street Junction (North end of
Proposal: Realignment of the
junction to narrow the mouth
of Commercial Street and provide a central traffic island for
pedestrians.
Aim: To slow the speed of
traffic entering the Square and
improve pedestrian safety.

Central Square / Shore St Junction
Proposal: A one-way system with traffic flow from
north (Commercial Street)
to south (Ferry Road), a
raised speed table and
crossing point in alignment
with the existing pelican
crossing on the main road,
improved surfacing and
parking bays delineated by
white lines (including Blue
Badge parking).
Aim: To slow traffic within
the Square, and provide a
focal point for safer road

crossing. Should ease congestion from deliveries and
would enable wider footways. Two parking bays
would probably be lost.
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Ferry Road Junction
Proposal: Junction realignment with additional loading / short stay parking.
Aim: To control random
parking close to junction
and provide additional
parking.

West High Street Slip Road
(At Co-op, Caley Hotel)

Braeview Car Park

Proposal: Realignment and
widening of footways;
removal of bollards; a raised
speed table and crossing point
in alignment with the existing
crossing; one-way traffic flow
from south (Croyard Road) to
north; provision of loading /
short term parking bays, a
loading bay at corner of
Croyard Road and a slip road;
removal of bus stop at northern end.
Aim: To ease congestion and
improve pedestrian safety.

Proposal: Improved surfacing and
provision of footways; improved lighting; improved signage ("Braeview Village Car Park" or "Braeview Shopping Car Park"); installation of
CCTV.
Aim: To encourage longer stay parking out of the central Square and thus
increase availability of parking within
the Square. To increase awareness of
Braeview and awareness of the connection between Braeview and the village centre. To improve safety in
Braeview.

Beauly village centre
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Kiltarlity
Community
Council
Norman Grant, Chairman
(741532)
Hector Douglas, Secretary
(741881)
Dorothy Ward, Treasurer
(741253)
Karen Ferguson (831251)
Floris Greenlaw (741342)
Lesley MacColl (741430)
Ronald MacLean (741323)
Hamish Maclennan
(741312)
Eunice Ramsden (741447)
John Al MacAuleay

Two sections of the footpath between Megstone
and Cabrich which
could become part of a
cycle-path network linking Inverness, Kirkhill,
Beauly and Kiltarlity.

Community Council meetings are completely open to the public who, with
the Chairman’s agreement, can contribute to the discussion, though not
vote.
The Council can discuss extremely
confidential issues and take decisions
in private session but this almost never
arises.
Community Council members will
welcome approaches for advice or assistance from any local resident
whether on an individual or community basis. For example, the Community Council may be able to provide
some finance for local projects either
from its annual grant of around £750 or
by applying for additional funds to
Highland Council or other funding
bodies. Individual. members may be
able to help with matters such as official letters, forms and documents, or
put people in touch with an appropriate
source of assistance. Any personal approach to a Council member will be
treated with total confidentiality and
will only be discussed in Council meetings with the clear agreement of the
person who has made contact.

Community Council Website:
www.kiltarlity.info

15

Kiltarlity Church of Scotland
Kiltarlity Church AGM
The Annual General Meeting of Kiltarlity Church was held on Sunday 21 March, presided over by Rev. Willis Jones. The Session
report revealed a significant increase in church membership. A number of funeral services, weddings and baptisms had been conducted during the year. With regard to the church’s vacancy, the search for a minister is ongoing and a further advert was due to appear in the April issue of Life and Work magazine. Tribute was paid to the Interim Moderator for his continued efforts on the
church’s behalf. The enthusiastic commitment and outstanding ministry amongst the people of Kiltarlity of part-time locum Rev.
Willis Jones was acknowledged and appreciation and thanks were extended to Mrs Pat Jones for her input into different aspects of
church life which included producing and directing Easter and Christmas productions.
Presbytery has commended the church for the initiatives undertaken and the progress made in this time of vacancy, especially in the
area of mission and outreach, and has commended the congregation for its increase in financial giving. Thanks were given to contributors and all involved in the joint production, with Kirkhill, of The Parishioner and the management and maintenance of the
website which continue to flourish.
The congregation supported various charities through retiring offerings and in the case of Blythswood Highland Food Bank through
donations of specified food items. A number of events for social and fellowship gathering were held during 2009 The elders, deacons and members of the congregation were thanked for the range of work they carried out on the church’s behalf.
Access through Tomnacross Churchyard
The Cemeteries section of Highland Council, Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey, is arranging to construct a path suitable for
wheelchair access from the main car park through the churchyard to the main entrance of the church. Kiltarlity Church has undertaken to provide a disabled access to the church via the vestry door and will construct a hard surface path from the vestry door round
to the main entrance, thereby linking up the two paths.
Re-slating of the Kiltarlity Church roof
Thomas Munro & Co, Chartered Architects, have inspected the Church roof and the proposal is to proceed with re-slating the roof as
soon as is practicable.
Thanks
Thanks are due: to the Celestial Choir, whose members come from both Wardlaw and Kiltarlity churches, for their help and support
during the Holy Week services and Mary Robb for a masterful job in whipping the Choir into the semblance of a real church choir;
to the Maundy Thursday Thespians for their dramatic presentation of "Disciples at the Last Supper" ; to those who distributed 500
Holy Week Leaflets advising people of Holy Week and the dates and times of the services.
Hospital visits - a reminder from Willis: I urge you to let me, or an Elder, know when you, or someone known to you, are admitted to the hospital. I want to be there with you at such a time. I thank those of you who have let me know, but keep the information
flowing. I would not want someone in our churches to think that the minister didn't care about them. It is hard to care when you do
not know!
CONTACTS: Locum Minister: Rev. Willis Jones (Tel. 01463 831662). Website: www.kiltarlityandkirkhill.org.uk . Newsletter “The Parishioner”: contact: Mrs Rosemary Mortimer, 7 Priory Place, Beauly (Tel. 01463 782648).

Kiltarlity United Free Church. After the
United Free and Church of Scotland congregations united in 1938, the building
was extensively altered to make it suitable
as a private dwelling. Originally called
‘Rosemount’, it is now ‘Drummuir’.

From the Glenconvinth Schoolhouse album (see pages 22 and 23)
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Boblainy Forest
Group

Archaeology
Project gets funding
go ahead

Programme of activities planned

B

oblainy Forest Group has organised a series of events in the forest to run
during the spring and early summer. These include guided walks with
local people keen to share their knowledge of the history and wildlife in the
woods, and family events where you can gain skills and have fun!
On Saturday 8th May at 10 am, Sheila Wallace , a local Forest Ranger, is running
a Forest Survival session. She will share survival skills and basic bushcraft to help
you survive a night in the woods. The activity lasts two hours and starts at the entrance to the forest at Ardendrain. Come prepared to build shelters and possibly
get muddy from crawling around on the forest floor!
Another family fun event is organised for Saturday 12th June at 10 am to 12
noon. Sheila will lead an environmental art workshop starting at the Culburnie
forest entrance. Environmental art or land art involves building non-permanent
structures from found natural materials and capturing a permanent record by photographing the structure. Bring your camera if you have one. Sheila will take digital photos and give each participant a record of their art work. Please note, you do
not need to be ‘arty’ to enjoy this activity! It’s purely fun and everyone can create
something!
An evening guided wildlife walk is organised for Thursday 20th May, starting at
6.30 pm. Malcolm Harvey will lead us on a walk starting from the Ardendrain entrance. We hope to spot many types of birds and any other wildlife out and about
in the evening. Bring binoculars if you have them. The walk will last approximately three hours.
Another evening walk is organised for the longest day, Monday 21st June when
Floris Greenlaw will guide us on a five mile circular walk and share some of the
secrets of the forest. Meet at the forest entrance at Ardendrain at 7.30 pm – finishing at approximately 9.30 pm. (Suitable for adults and children of 10 and above.)
(More details from Sheila Wallace: 741382 or 07919 416942)

Areas of clear felling in Boblainy Forest have already
revealed some hidden evidence

Kiltarlity Community Council’s
Boblainy Forest Community Archaeology Project - Recovering a hidden
landscape will be part funded by the
Highland
LEADER Programme
2007—2013 , designed ‘To enable people in the Highlands to realise their
ambitions to live in communities
where they can fulfil their personal,
social and economic potential’.
The successful application will enable
the Community Council to hire the services of professional archaeologists and
launch the start of the Project in May.
The project will have three main stages:
indoor sessions will be followed by a
period of fieldwork and the project will
culminate in the mounting of an exhibition. Sessions will be offered according
to people’s interests and will take account of their other commitments. There
will be no charge for any of the sessions
and no costs beyond things like taking
pack lunches during field trips and getting to local indoor sessions or outdoor
sites.
It will not be necessary to take part in
all three stages. It may be that some will
prefer to limit themselves to indoor sessions while others are primarily interested in outdoor fieldwork.
The project had already been awarded
funding from Highland Council, the Forestry Commission, the Hugh Fraser
Foundation and from generous private
donations. but the success of the
LEADER (European funding) application was vital to complete the over all
funding package.
LEADER is a European Union initiative aimed at helping rural communities.
All of Highland outside the Cairngorms
National Park is included with the exception of Inverness and its immediate surroundings.
It is still possible to apply to take part in
the project - simply contact 741323 or
email rdmaclean5@ berisay.co.uk. It
must be stressed that anyone who does so
will not be committing themselves to
every stage of the project.
There will be an information meeting
shortly to which all those who have said
they would like to take part in the
Boblainy Forest Archaeology Project Recovering a hidden landscape will be
invited.
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Beauly Denny
developers to
get everything
No concessions to line
communities

A

t last, after six long years of campaigning, 6th January brought
the consent for the Beauly to Denny
power line in a televised announcement to the Scottish Parliament by the
Energy Minister Jim Mather. Many
believed his performance both then
and on BBC Newsnight that evening as
deserving to go down in the annals of
worst ever ministerial performances.
Campaigners were left angry and disappointed, many having expected the consent to include selective undergrounding,
including from Beauly Sub-station to
beyond Eskadale and Kinerras. Despite
reports to the contrary, there is to be no
undergrounding whatsoever of the
Beauly Denny line. The waters have
been muddied by planning conditions
which involve "tidying up the countryside" by undergrounding or dismantling
totally unrelated lower voltage lines. One
such line within the Cairngorms National
Park is well over twenty miles from the
proposed new power line.
The local planning condition which
stipulates undergrounding short lengths
of various lines in and out of Balblair
Sub-station is certainly to be welcomed,
but is of no direct relevance whatsoever
to mitigating the adverse visual, environmental and health effect of the Beauly
Denny line in the Kiltarlity area.
The Community Council is continuing
to resist this short-sighted decision to
reefuse
any undergrounding of the
Beauly Denny line, believing this may
not be wasted effort. Highland Council
seem to be of like mind, having appointed the QC who represented them at
the 2007 Public Inquiry to make a legal
case challenging parts of the Minister's
decision.
We will be arguing the strong case for
Community Benefit. Since wind farms
and transmission line are integral parts of
the same renewable energy project, one
would think that the communities forced
to host the giant pylons would at least
receive disturbance compensation. Scottish and Southern Energy, will not only

pay many thousands of pounds for 25
years to those communities nearest to
their Fairburn wind farm, but communities, through or near which construction traffic has passed, will receive
thousands in compensation for two
years. At least one MSP, Mary Scanlon, is supportive of our case and has
already raised the matter in the Scottish
Parliament.
Although we will not be speaking at
the forthcoming public inquiry into the
expansion of the Balblair Sub-station for the underground transmission line
to come from the Western Isles.– we
will continue to support Kilmorack
Community Council there.
We will continue to attend meetings
with SSE representatives, both local
and from Perth HQ, even though we
are fully aware that by completely supporting SSE’s case, Mather has left local communities in a very weak position. The first of these meetings was
held in early April with members of all
three local community councils involved (ourselves, Kilmorack and

Beauly). Concerns were put forward,
information imparted, and assurances
given - for example, that there will be
no further expansion of Beauly Substation beyond the current proposals. Preliminary works, though supposedly
well in advance of the main contract
and including construction of access
tracks, are not to start until necessary
improvements to the local public roads
have taken place, and we must hold
them to that.
For further information come along
to Community Council meetings where
Beauly Denny will continue to be regularly on the agenda, have a look at
SSE's small booklet on the project: we
have ensured there are two reference
copies of this both at Kiltarlity Post
Office and at Brockies' Lodge Hotel.
Just ask for one and have a coffee to
steady your nerves as you read.
If you are going to be directly affected
and wish some answers, then phone
Lisa Kelly, SSE's local community liaison officer, on 01463 728059, or email
her at lisa.kelly@scottish-southern.co.
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Lovat holding their own in Premier League
from
John MacRitchie

L

ovat’s first team began their
pre- season preparations with a
home game against Lochaber, who
many thought were unlucky to be
dropping out of the premier league.
For our first game in nearly four
months, the weather having put paid to
this year’s Lovat Cup tie with Beauly,
the team looked sharp and played some
good shinty. The match was a keenly
contested affair with both teams playing to a good standard. Lovat took the
lead in the tenth minute when a speculative shot from Fraser Gallacher deceived the goalkeeper. After half-time,
Zander Ferguson scored in the 65th
minute with an unstoppable shot but
Lovat regained the lead with a well
worked free hit which resulted in James
MacPherson scoring. However,
Lochaber came back and levelled
again, this time through Sean Nicholson, the game ending 2-2.
Overall a good performance with the
centre line of Callum Cruden, Callum
MacAulauy and Ryan Ferguson showing well and Stuart MacDonald having
an outstanding display in goal.
Next to visit Lovat were Caberfeidh
who were expected to be another good
work out. However Lovat seemed a lot
sharper with Fraser Gallacher and
James MacPherson scoring hat-tricks,
and Greg Matheson and Euan Ferguson completing an 8-1 win . This was
another good all round performance
with Christopher MacCallum a standout as Stuart’s replacement in goal.
Lovat had a delayed start to the season proper when yet more snow made
pitches unplayable and our first scheduled match against Kingussie had to be
postponed, so that the first Premier
Leaggue involved the long trip to Bute,
who’d already made a start to their season with a win the previous week
against Glasgow Mid Argyll.
After a six hour journey and having
missed our ferry the match started half
an hour late, not the best preparation,
but Lovat started well with the majority of the game being played in the
Bute half. However, we failed to convert our chances and were one goal
down at half time.
The second half started in the same
fashion with Lovat pushing forward but
with the Bute goalkeeper making some
very good saves to keep his team

ahead. Bute made it 2-0 and though
Lovat did pull a goal back with a well
taken strike from Fraser Gallacher,
lack of games began to tell and the
team tired with Bute taking advantage
and scoring two further late goals to
make the final score 4-1. This was a
disappointing result, though there were
nevertheless promising aspects to the
Lovat performance.
Our next game was against probably
the top team in south shinty, Inveraray,
who had beaten Lovat decisively on the
last two occasions the teams met. In
addition they were unbeaten this season
and fresh from a 3-2 victory over Kingussie.
On a dry park the game flowed
quickly from end to end, but in the
tenth minute Inveraray were given a
controversial free hit. Taken quickly,
and catching the home defence cold,
Inveraray scored to go 1-0 up. But,
spurred on, Lovat quickly got the
equaliser - a well taken goal from Fraser Gallacher - followed by a goal
from Greg Matheson to put Lovat 2-1
up, though Inveraray then equalised to
make the score 2-2 at the interval.
The second half was a very even
game with Lovats defence marshalled
by Martin Bell containing a very lively
Inveraray forward line. In the middle
Lovat were now starting to dominate
with outstanding performances from
Euan Ferguson, Ryan Ferguson and the
Club’s new signing, Drew Howie. The
game looked as if it would end in a
draw but James MacPherson reacted
well to volley home a well taken goal
in the 80th minute and, to round off one
of the teams best performances for a

Second half attack on the
Inveraray goal
long time, Fraser Gallacher made sure
of the points by bringing the score to
4-2 in the final minute.
Next to visit Balgate were Glenurquhart in a game which was the proverbial game of two halves. With a strong
wind in their favour Glenurquhart
quickly put Lovat under severe pressure and within ten minutes Callum
Miller capitalised on poor defending to
fire Glenurquhart in front. The visitors
doubled their advantage through Neale
Reid when a harmless looking shot deceived Stuart MacDonald in the Lovat
goal. With the advantage of the wind
Glenurquhart continued to dominate
the first half & Lovat were fortunate
not to concede any further goal.
The second half was a different story
as Lovat, with the benefit of the conditions, now started to take control of the
middle of the park. Although there was
a lot of pressure it was disappointing
that Stuart MacKintosh in the
Glenurquhart goal was not really
tested. Ryan Ferguson did pull a goal
back in the final five minutes but the
visitors held on to record a 2-1 win.
In the MacTavish Cup Lovat were
drawn away in the first round to the
2009 winners, Newtonmore. The home
team were unbeaten this season & sitting on top of the Premier League.
Due to the snow earlier in the week
the park was very heavy in places but
Lovat started off well scoring after 12
minutes through Greg Matheson to take
the lead. Newtonmore stepped up a
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gear and put Lovat’s defence under a
lot of pressure throughout the remaining half and it was no surprise when
they levelled on the half hour mark.
When the first half looked as if it was
going to end 1-1, Newtonmore scored
two quick goals to make the score 3-1
at half-time.
In the second half Lovat stepped up
and competed well, with the home
keeper making a number of good saves,
but Newtonmore weathered the pressure and went on to score a further two
late goals. The 5-1 score line flattered
Newtonmore and the game was a lot
closer than that score line would suggest.
When Glasgow Mid Argyll visited
Balgate this was a game the home team
could not afford to lose. The importance of the game was clear to the players and nerves and a park which made
ball control difficult resulted in an
overall poor spectacle. In the first half
the game was very even although Lovat
did squander a number of chances. The
breakthrough came in the 26th minute
when James MacPherson scored with a
well struck shot. Shortly after that the
home team survived a scare when
GMA had a shot cleared off the line
although they claimed it had crossed..
Half time score 1-0 for Lovat.
The second half continued in the same
manner as the first with poor passing &
hitting, but nerves looked to be settled
when James MacPherson scored again
15 minutes into the second half. However within only two
minutes
GMA had halved the deficit and continued to put the home team under

pressure though they could not find the
equaliser. Greg Matheson finally secured the points with a low drive 15
minutes from time. Although not a
good performance, this was a great result and keeps us in the middle of the
league on the same points as Bute &
Kingussie.
Prior to the Glasgow Mid Argyll
game the team was presented with new
strips kindly donated by our sponsors
Robbie & Jean Sheriffs from the
Brockies Lodge Hotel.

Lovat Juniors

N

ewtonmore may have put Lovat
first team out of the MacTavish
Cup at the Eilan on March 27th but

Lovat Juniors extracted a sweet revenge in the following week’s Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup First
Round tie at Balgate when they
trounced the Badenoch side 6 - 2 .
Playing a prominent part in the proceedings was Owen Ferguson with
four goals. Lovat now go through to
the Second Round with an away
game against Kinlochshiel.
And after four games in Division 2
North, Lovat were sitting in 3rd position, having seen off Skye 3 - 2 and
Fort William 2 - 1, both away from
home, drawn 0 - 0 with Kilmallie at
home and sustained their only defeat so
far against Glenurquhart when they
went down 5 - 3 at Balgate.
Lovat fans can be well pleased with
the performance of both teams so far
this season.

Above: Keeping
up the pressure
on Mid Argyll.
Below: Lovat
Cup 2010
An indisputably unplayable Balgate at
the turn of the year.
Deep snow kept the
Lovat Cup in Kiltarlity for another year,
but deprived the seniors of some valuable
match practice in a
long close season.
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IT'S WAS FUN FOR THE FARES ON
THIS HIGHLAND BUS
This is an article written by and, reproduced here with the kind permission of Katharine Stewart who lived for many years at Abriachan and wrote the well known “A Croft in the Hills” as well as many other books and articles including, in 2006, “Women Of The
Highlands”. Mrs Stewart, who has lived in Inverness since 2000, was also instrumental in setting up the Abriachan Museum.
The article was written in October 1955 for the Edinburgh newspaper the Evening Dispatch, later to become the Edinburgh
Evening News.
It will quickly be spotted that the bus driver was not really Donny at all, but in fact Kiltarlity’s legendary Bob Kennedy of Ivybank, Camaultmuir, who was the owner driver of a succession of faithful buses which served Kiltarlity and Abriachan for very many
years. The passengers may or may not be recognised but people like them will be remembered as will the twice-weekly Glenconvinth/ Abriachan run of those days and the situations encountered on it.
Only a few minor alterations have been made to the text, for example the headline has been made past tense, but it is basically as
it appeared in the Evening Dispatch all those years ago.
The newspaper cutting and photographs, preserved by the late Mrs Mary Kennedy, have been provided by Robert (Waddy) Wilson.
Bus, garage and petrol pump at Ivybank in 1939. The 1955 model would
probably have been newer but still
recognisable

O

urs is a community of crofters,
smallholders, and farmers,
scattered along the strath and up the
small glens running into the hills
west of the Beauly Firth. Inverness is
our market town.
We are, it might be claimed, individualists, living lives cut roughly to the
pattern of our neighbours, since we all
win our bread in much the same way.
Yet for the most part we are selfreliant, even a bit stiff-necked, retaining our own personal viewpoints on the
problems of life and of living.
But on one thing we agree absolutely—our complete and utter dependence on our local bus. She is our twice-

weekly meeting-place, our social club,
our friend in every kind of need. And,
of course, looming even larger in our
lives than the bus is her driver, Donny.
They combine to provide an example
of private enterprise at its very best.
Unlike her sleek, soulless sisters of
the main road network, with their uniformed drivers running to the stopwatch precision of a hard and fast timetable, our bus takes her character, her
value of time, and other things from her
master.
MASTER AND SLAVE
Big, burly, genial, with a heart of gold
and an uncanny understanding of human nature, Donny is very much the

master of his bus and slave to no one
but his passenger friends.
True, he runs her to time. Sharp on
the dot of 9.30 every Tuesday and
every Friday he sets off on his run to
town, and equally sharp on the dot of
four he has us home.
He must, for has he not the bairns to
put home from school after that?
Between times, as often as not, he will
go half a mile off his road to put
Granny Mackenzie up to her door if her
rheumatics are bad or it looks like
snow. Then with a burst of speed he
makes up the time on the straight road
further on.
Should Mrs Fraser not be standing at
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her gate as he passes in the morning he will stop
and hoot till she comes running out, beaming and
full of apologies at the delay. You see the cow
was newly-calved and she had to see the calfie
settled.
At Mrs Macpherson's gate a small child will
come running at the hoot, clamber into the bus,
and shyly hand over a purse and a line.
MESSAGE DELIVERED
" Mam's no well the day. She says would
you please get her two loaves and a bit of
meat and put them at the door the night."
With a smile and a wave and a sweetie tossed
through the window for the bairn, we are off
again.
Further on we make another stop and out gets
Donny to help blind Jock on and settle him in his
seat. We pick up a wireless battery that needs
charging, a bicycle wheel to be fitted with tube
and tyre, letters for the post. And between each
stop the quips and jokes come crackling out of
Donny like machine-gunfire, so that by the time
we reach town everyone is in such good humour
that we are loth to leave the friendly bus.
Baskets laden, we sink into our comfortable
seats again at three o'clock, compare notes on our
day, and wait to be wafted safely home again.
On the return journey each passenger is handed
off with her baggage and sent on her way rejoicing. If she's overspent herself and hasn't enough
for her fare—what matter?
" Aach, I'll get it on Friday," says Donny, with a
hoot of kindly laughter to cover her confusion,
and away he roars to deliver Mrs Macpherson's
messages.
Every summer, when school is done for a year.
Donny takes all his scholar passengers, at his own
expense, complete with tea-urn and gramophone,
for a whole glorious day at the seaside.
No wonder we all have an affectionate regard
for our Highland bus—and her Donny!

Above and below: the
school run - bus and pupils
in the snow. Right: at a
shinty match or other event.
Bottom right: possibly on
an excursion - Bob’s summer day trips were very
popular. Bottom left: Bob
in his characteristic belted
raincoat.
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Glenconvinth School These photographs are from
a small album found (in Aberdeenshire!) by a former owner of Glenconvinth Schoolhouse and
kindly made available by the present owners, Mr
and Mrs Dinsdale – Young, who inherited the pictures when they came to live in the house and former school. Top left is dated 1939, and the couple
below it are almost certainly Headmaster Donald
Ross and Mrs Ross.
The other pictures are mainly of pupils. Gardening seems to have been important for the boys and
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cookery for the girls. Student
gardeners seem not to have required shoes, though were well
equipped otherwise.
The man in the last picture is
Mr Ross because it is actually a
postcard addressed to him in
which the writer (and photographer, possibly ‘Tom’) discusses
the picture he has taken, probably of the whole school. However, no date can be identified.
None of the other photographs
is dated or described and their
apparent age (the 1939 view is
almost certainly the most recent)
make them difficult, if not impossible now to identify. However, it may be that somebody
will recognise some of the people in them and if so we would
be pleased to hear from them and
will pass any information on in
subsequent issues.

Old Glenconvinth
days
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Telephone 01463 741284

