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I am pleased to present my annual report as Chairman of Twycross Parish Council for the year ended 
31st March 2018. I do wish to place on record my thanks to our vice-chairman Simon Hubbard, and 
Councillors William Nally;  Geraldine Massey; Melanie Large and Allan Taylor for all the work they do 
for our parish council and in their own villages. The Parish Council has held several council meetings 
in Twycross, Orton on the Hill and Norton Juxta Twycross since 1st April 2017 and those meetings 
were open to the public and were attended by a number of our residents. At each meeting we allow 
a small amount of time for public participation. Full details of all meetings are on our website.

I am pleased to report that this year the parish council completed the purchase of the Twycross play 
area from the crown estate.  We did ask the crown estate to give us the land for free, but our 
request was refused.  The total cost of the play area acquisition was approximately £14,000, and as 
we only have a small annual budget (around £16,000 a year) we agreed to take out a loan of just 
over £11,500 to help pay for this acquisition. We were very pleased to receive a grant from Hinckley 
and Bosworth Borough Council of £6,900 to help pay off some of this loan, and we thank our District 
Councillor Kevin Morrell for all his help generally and for his help in securing this grant.

The parish council discussed the possible impact of the HS2b project a number of times, as it will 
come quite close to our parish boundary. We have written to the HS2b consultation team about 
issues that are likely to arise during the construction period and we have received a response to say 
that the team welcomes further engagement with the parish council. We hope that an HS2b 
representative will be attending our council meeting on 5th July 2018

The parish council comments on planning applications where appropriate, and we objected to the 
development of offices in Wood Lane, Norton Juxta Twycross as this is an unsustainable location for 
this type of development. The application was subsequently withdrawn. We also commented on 
Hinckley and Bosworth Councils local plan review, and urged the council to follow an approach to 
development which is sustainable and respects the identity of existing settlements. There is a need 
for at least 4,500 new dwellings in Hinckley and Bosworth during the period 2026 to 2036. 

Highways issues continue to be a big concern for our residents, and the parish council has written to 
the County Council (which is the highways authority) about white line markings; speed warning 
signs; road gritting and pot holes. I am pleased to say that there has been an improvement in the 
repair of pot holes and I do thank our County Councillor Ivan Ould for all the help and advice he 
provides on local parish issues. Parking at Twycross Zoo has been a particular problem in recent 
months, caused in part by the weather, and the parish council is in touch with the zoo about this.

We have purchased defibrillators for Twycross and Orton, and these will be installed shortly. We 
have also asked Hinckley and Bosworth Council for a grant towards the cost of new play equipment 
for the Twycross and Norton play areas. We hope to receive a response from the council soon. 
Finally I want to say a huge thank you to our clerk Chris Bailey, who works incredibly hard to support 
our work. We are very fortunate to benefit from her service.

Alan Davies.  Chairman, Twycross Parish Council.  May 2018



 


