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1. New recycling Collection System: April 2018 
The majority of the caddies were collected in March and have been sold 
as scrap recycling for £27000 which covered the cost of collection. The 
comingled blue lidded bin has been very well received and only I formal 
complaint has been lodged.
The social media releases have been particularly successful with some 
posts being viewed by 12,000 people.
We are aware of problems with red ink on the bin sticker and this is 
being looked into and any stickers that need replacing will be.
Can i once again ask that residents pay particular attention to the items 
they are recycling only the items on the sticker allowed and they wash 
the items that require it.
HBBC is the top performing council for the least contamination where 
the load will be rejected.
This saves the LCC a significant amount of money as they have to pay for 
any contaminated loads going to land fill.
The change over to the in house collection of dry recycling went very 
smoothly and the staff seems to be enjoying working for HBBC.
The interim fleet and the new disposal site are working well.
There are more than 11% more houses in the Borough since the rounds 
were last reviewed in 2011.
We have added a new round and we have had to reorganise our 
collection days.
This gives us an opportunity to keep fuel costs and staff costs to a 
minimum.
Approximately 70% of residents will have a round change. Each resident 
should have received the following information direct to their home;

 New collections calendar
 Borough Bulletin May edition with more detailed information



 Bin hanger on all black bins advising of the new day collections
 Bin sticker on all black bins advising that collection days are 

changing and that large items can now be presented for 3 items 
for £15

 A new look calendar available on line from the 25th May

We appreciate that residents may have been confused with all the new 
changes and therefore we did return for all bins from 11th to 22nd June.

We did ask residents to inform us within 24 hours by using the 
telephone 01455 238141 we also request that the bin is left out as we 
could not say when we will be picking the bin up.

Any resident that required assisted collections as we know there are 
family friends etc that put bins out for neighbours and again through the 
changes this may have proved difficult we  tried to assist.

I hope that all residents had a degree of understanding through these 
changes if anyone requires assistance call the helpline or me on 

07733202026 or 01530 261928 and I will do my very best to assist.

2. Parish and community initiative fund
I am delighted to say that we have supported 46 schemes totalling 
£150,000 for the year 2017/18
In my ward Twycross has received £10741for 3 schemes and Sheepy 
£2378 for 2 schemes.
Since 2005 the PCIF has distributed over£ 1, 150, 000, which when 
added to the match funding means that £2,300,000 has gone into our 
communities.
My ward has received 10% of the fund since 2005 equating to 115,000
The fund opens again in October 2018 and I strongly urge Cllr, s and 
residents to take advantage of the fund.

3. Annual Meeting of the Council 15th May 2018
4. It was my pleasure to second the nomination of Cllr Jan Kirby as Mayor 

of HBBC for 2018/19 and Cllr Maureen Cook representing the Bosworth 
ward proposed her.



I am sure Maureen will join me and this council in wishing Jan a very 
successful year; she will do a fantastic job.

5. Planning
Having tried to recruit a new head of planning on 2 occasions both of 
which have resulted in the candidate’s authority improving their current 
job offer and status which resulted in the candidate turning our offer 
down, we have decided to make Nicola Smith a very senior planning 
officer with in our planning department, the interim head of planning.
I am sure everyone will join with me in wishing Nicola every success in 
her new role.
As part of a restructure Gemma Dennis is now the team leader for 
planning enforcement.
Suffice to say it is very difficult to recruit and hold onto planning officers 
in the current climate as the private sector is constantly drawing them 
away, we will do our very best to maintain the service. 

6. Directions for Growth Local plan Review.
At full Council on Tuesday the 12th of June a report was presented with 
an update on the consultation and the next steps.
The consultation ran from Jan-March 2018 and it set out the following 
key issues and questions.

 The need to plan to accommodate 454 homes per annum
For the plan period 2026-36.

 Recognise that under the duty to cooperate we have to assist and 
accommodate the shortfall that is occurring in the housing market 
area and that the Strategic growth plan is the prospectus for 
achieving this.

 The identification of 6 broad potential options, these were; 
 Neighbourhood development plan led
 Existing core strategy approach
 Key transport and accessibility corridors
 New garden village/town
 Proportionate growth of key rural settlements
 A mix of the above

The publicity for the consultation included
 500 direct letters and emails



 Articles in the Borough Bulletin
 Press release in the Hinckley Times
 Parish Council presentations
 Document deposits in local libraries
 Twitter and Face book feeds
 Front page icon on the Councils web site
 A stand alone consultation platform called Commonplace

The Parish Councils that took up the offer for a presentation included 
 Sheepy
 Witherley
 Twycross
 Burbage
 Stoke Golding

There were drop in centres held in community, village halls, Hinckley 
town centre and large super markets.
I am delighted that all of my Parish Councils took up the offer of a 
presentation; it was unfortunate that Twycross was hit by the inclement 
weather.

There have been over 840 comments from 80 submissions.
I am not going in to detail over the comments and submissions although 
Over the options for accommodating growth the preference were in this 
order;

 Proportionate growth of key rural areas
 Key transport and accessibility corridors
 A combination of the above
 Core strategy approach
 Garden village/new settlement
 Neighbourhood development plan led distribution

The response to the consultation will be through a preferred options 
draft local plan and this will go out to consultation once it’s been 
through full council and is likely to be in the later stages of this year.

7. Introduction of a local Authority Lottery



This was a report to full Council on Tuesday, the lottery will run by an 
experienced external lottery manager, HBBC would retain full oversight 
and governace; with responsibility for ensuring that the lottery is 
conducted lawfully and it fully complies with licence conditions we 
would also ensure that the good cause organisations that sign up to 
benefit from the lottery meet the criteria and subsequently allocate the 
funding.
You can play by online only and by direct debit or payment card.
When player’s sign up they are asked to either support 

 The central Fund –where 60% of the ticket price goes to a central 
fund to be allocated by the Councils chosen process

 A specific good cause-where 50% goes to the specific good cause 
and 10% goes to the general fund.

The draw will take place every Saturday night and winners are notified 
by email
The Council will not benefit financially in any way, all the money will go 
to good causes
There was some disquiet over the fact that the Council is promoting 
gambling.
In my opinion it is an excellent way to support local good causes in the 
Borough.
It was supported by the majority of Cllr’s 

8. Financial Outturns for 2017/18.
Overall the financial picture is very sound, we received an extra 
£300,000 from the government in business rates which was most 
welcome.
We have a balanced 5 year medium term financial strategy however we 
are at the mercy of the government and as 65% of our budget are made 
up of grants, New homes bonus and business rates all of which are 
controlled by central Government the picture is never certain.

9. Updated A5 Strategy 2018-2031
The Strategy was debated at full Council on Tuesday.
The strategy is based around the following key themes

 Delivery of growth
 Supporting network resilience



 Delivering a safe and secure A5
 Managing the impact of freight
 Delivering a sustainable A5

The strategy objectives are:
 To enable the A5 to fulfil its role in facilitating economic growth at 

a local, regional and national level
 To ensure that the A5 is fulfilling its role in providing a wider 

network resilience
 To facilitate increased capacity along the corridor whilst improving 

safety and security
 To help facilitate the provision of good sustainable transport offer 

along the corridor
 To identify key improvements to facilitate growth, improve safety, 

reduce congestion, increase capacity and deliver a sustainable 
transport package.

The consultation to date has been led and updated by a focussed project 
team led by Warwickshire County Council with drafts being taken to 
relevant members and officers of the A5 partnership meetings 
comments have been received from HBBC and LCC on the draft strategy 
as it has emerged.
The next step will be for each Council in the A5 partnership to ratify the 
finalised document prior to its adoption.
The strategy will be a supporting document which will aid HBBC in the 
local plan review.
The strategy can be viewed on the Councils web site by going to 
committee meetings, full Council and choosing the 12th of June.

10 Unitary Authority 

I may have warned this Council some months ago that I was concerned 
that the County Council were planning a unitary authority by scrapping 
the District and Borough Councils and the County Council and making 
one Unitary Authority.



At a public meeting the leader of the County Council Cllr Nic Rushden 
gave me reassurance that the idea was dead because the Government 
would not back it.
Last Friday a press release was given out by the elected executive which 
instructed officers to work up a consultation on a unitary authority.
It is my opinion that this would be a retrograde step.

 It would not save money 
 It would lead to a loss of democracy as all the District and Borough 

Cllr, s would go.
 All the benefits and services that are generic to the District and 

Boroughs would go.
 Planning would almost certainly have to done on a desk top 

exercise.
 Consultation would be watered down
 Residents would feel removed from the authority on size alone.

I hope this Council will support the HBBC and fight this proposal.


