
ST EDITH’S CHURCH, ORTON  

 

We are on target to start the drainage work around the church perimeter to remedy internal damp 

issues in mid-July this year.  

 

It proved difficult to get builders to tender for the work which has to be all done by hand-

digging but we eventually got 3 tenders varying from £30K - £50K.  The highest was only 

obtained after repeated phone calls and was dismissed as too high and the builder who 

quoted the lowest figure dropped out when contacted saying he had an unexpected increase 

in work.  That left us with one builder who originally quoted £39K but after a site meeting 

with our architect trimmed the schedule down to accommodate our budget of £35K.  We are 

still waiting for a grant from the All Churches Trust and Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 

which should be allocated in June. 

 

As soon as this work is done we will start on Phase 2 or our Community Project.  We have asked the 

architects for drawings to illustrate the plan for the new internal layout and then we have to get 

permission from the Diocese before starting to fundraise and apply for grants again.  We may not be 

allowed to do all we want as the church is Grade 1 but being the only public facility in the village we 

are hopeful.  Plans are to re-install the Georgian font in the south aisle for regular use and relocate  

the box pews in the south aisle to form storage against the west wall of the nave.  The fate of the 

current Victorian font is undecided but its removal will create a larger, more convenient social area 

at the back of church which will benefit from extra improved heating and lighting.  The optimistic 

timescale for this is 2020. 

 

The beginning of May saw the church thaw out in time for our biennial church Festival which was 

combined with our first Orton Marathon.  Over 50 people completed 116 laps around the village 

mile to raise funds for Cancer Research and Orton Church.  We have a christening and wedding in 

July followed by the builders who will hopefully have finished before Ride & Stride on 8th September 

and Harvest celebrations at the end of the month.  

 

We would like to thank the Parish Council for their continued support in our grant applications. 

 

 

 

 

 


