
 

 

Twycross Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 16th January 2020 at Norton Juxta Twycross Village Hall 
at 7.00pm  

 

 

 
 

0052/19 Present & apologies:  
 
  Councillors: A Davies, A Taylor, K Hughes, M Large, M Humphreys 
 
  County Councillor: Ivan Ould OBE 
 
  District Councillors:  Martin Cartwright, Kevin Morrell 
 

Cllr Davies welcomed everyone and wished all present a Happy New Year.  He also expressed 
thanks to David Tredinnick exiting MP for Market Bosworth and congratulated Luke Evans for being 
elected as MP. 

 
0053/19 Declaration of interests 
 

Cllr. Taylor declared an interest in the Planning Application 19/01365/OUT listed below as the site 
intended for development, is next to his property., 

 
0054/19 Public questions and comments (10 minutes) 
 
  No members of the public were present at this point in the meetings.   
 

Cllr Martin Cartwright – Introduced himself and gave a brief overview of his role.  He highlighted 
that the Rural Strategy was a priority for him and that he was keen for each of the 24 parishes within 
the borough to give him feedback on the top 10 topics of concern for them.  He was looking forward 
to the Rural Conference in March at which, Cllr Davies and Cllr Taylor will be attending on behalf of 
the PC.  Cllr. Cartwright also hoped to influence changes to the Borough Bulletin which he observed 
primarily contained articles relevant to Hinkley and surrounding areas.  He wants to see more 
articles relevant to the rural areas in the borough and hoped that there would be the introduction of a 
Rural Areas Page.  He also urged individual Parishes to contribute articles to be published in the 
Bulletin.  Moving forward, Cllr Cartwright stressed the importance of social media feeds such as 
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook etc and the Borough Bulleting going digital with 4 editions annually.  
With input from local parishes it was hoped that Cllr Cartwright would be able to ascertain what 
topics are relevant to rural communities, with the input of Parish Councils and how many of these  
affect neighbouring Parish Councils.  This will have an end result in helping the District/Borough 
Council to allocate funds accordingly. 
 
Cllr Davies gave an overview of the Parish Council highlighting that it had been difficult getting 
enough people to stand for election and one of the main priorities was ensuring that the PC has a 
quorum of Councillors to conduct meetings.  Cllr Davies felt it was important for the Borough and 
County Councils to support Parish Councils though he did feel HBBC were supportive.  Cllr Davies 
highlighted that the main concerns for Twycross PC were that HBBC and LCC:- 
 
1. Ensure a 5 year land supply so that we are not a target for speculative housebuilding planning   
applications; 
2. Support us on local planning issues, particularly those which relate to housing and industrial 
development; 
3. Ensure that the impact of HS2b is fully evaluated and mitigated at a local level; 
4. Recognise the strategic importance of Twycross Zoo, and help provide appropriate infrastructure; 
5. Respect the identity of our parish, which is predominantly a rural farming area; 
6. Help us to secure a significant developer contribution for the improvement of Twycross village 
hall; 
7. Continue to provide local funding streams such as PCIF and DCF; 
8. Support our 3 churches; 
9. Help us maintain and improve our play areas and green spaces; 
10. Support our local farming community during the Brexit transition process. 
 



 

 

This list may not be exhaustive and Cllr. Davies planned to circulate it to all Parish Councillors so 
that they could add items if they felt they were relevant.  The PC will then submit the list to Cllr 
Cartwright. 
 
Cllr. Ould added that the main concerns he was aware of were heavy traffic on the A444, in-fill 
development which could be detrimental to communities, schools in rural areas, medical facilities 
and rural areas being under threat. 

 
0055/19 Approval of the previous minutes November 2019 and December 2019 
 

These were taken as read and approved as an accurate record of the meetings.  Proposed by Cllr 
Davies, seconded by Cllr Hughes.  All present in agreement.   

 
0056/19 Matters arising from previous minutes 
 

i. Bank Mandate update – the Clerk reported that this has now been resolved. 
ii. Twycross Water Pump – no update as yet.  Cllr Hughes to follow up for next meeting. 
iii. Speed control sign – Twycross.  No action taken as yet.  Cllr Ould is pursuing this matter. 
iv. ROSPA Play Area inspections – to carry over to next meeting. 
v. Tree Inspection – Clerk reported that this should be carried out next week. 
vi. Health and Safety Inspections – Internal – It as decided to wait until the Tree Survey and work 

schedule for the Play Areas has been agreed on.   
 
0057/19 Correspondence 
 

All relevant correspondence has been circulated.  The Parish Council also received a thankyou letter 
from some residents in Twycross for the work that had been carried out on the War memorial on the 
Village Green. 

 
0058/19 Planning applications, consultations & updates 
 

No Ref Subject 
Applicatio

n Date 

i 19/01213/FUL 
New vehicle access to field – Orton House Farm, Orton on the Hill – No 
Objections  

15/11/19 

ii 19/01207/FUL 
Subdivision of existing dwelling and converted barns and the conversion of 
adjoining stable block to residential to provide three separate dwelling 
houses.  Hall Farm, The Green, Orton on the Hill.  No objections. 

15/11/19 

iii 
19/01365/OU

T 
Outline residential consent for up to 9 dwellings including means of access – 
Shaw House Farm, 4 Orton Lane, Orton on the Hill 

7/01/20 

 
19/01365/OUT - Outline residential consent for up to 9 dwellings including means of access – 
Shaw House Farm, 4 Orton Lane, Orton on the Hill – Two residents from Orton on the Hill were 
present at the meeting to express their objections to this outline planning application.  There was a 
general discussion and the residents highlighted the following points: 
 

• Approximately 30 residents in Orton on the Hill had attended a village meeting and had 
objections to the application. 

• There are approximately 100 houses in Orton and a development such as the one proposed 
is too large for such a small village. 

• The development is like a small housing estate and is not characteristic with the surrounding 
area. 

• The road where the entrance to the development is has a 60-mph speed limit and the 
entrance is just after a bend in that road which could prove hazardous. 

• There would be a substantial increase in traffic which will cause disruption in the area. 

• The development extends beyond the village envelope. 

• The village has no bus service. 

• There is no turning point in the development with could mean that service vehicles have to 
reverse on to the road when exiting the proposed development. 

• Orton Lane is used by agricultural vehicles and is quite narrow.  Anyone who walks from the 
development into Orton-on-the Hill would need to walk on the road. 

• The disposal of sewerage from the development could be problematic. 
 



 

 

After this discussion Cllr Taylor left the meeting whilst the Parish Council added comment. 
 
Cllr. Davies propose the following resolution to object to the development: - 
 
Twycross parish council objects to the proposal to build up to 9 dwellings at Shaw House Farm, 4 
Orton Lane, Orton on the Hill for the following reasons:- 

 
1. Orton on the Hill is a rural hamlet, and is therefore an unsuitable location for this scale of housing 
development; 

 
2. This proposal would cause environmental damage, because of the poor location for highways 
access and the increased need to use private transport; 

 
3. Orton on the Hill lacks services, infrastructure and public transport and this would not therefore be 
sustainable development.’ 

 
Seconded by Cllr Large.  The Parish Council were in agreement with this. Clerk to submit the 
comments to HBBC planning department. 

 
Cllr. Ould added that any responses to this development should also include the points that the 
application contravenes planning policies DM4 and DM11. 
 
Cllr Morrell echoed the thoughts that the development was out of the village boundary and out of 
keeping with the surrounding area.  He informed the Parish Council that he has ‘Called In’ the 
planning application based on it being over development, out of the village boundary and not ‘in 
keeping’ with the surrounding area.  Orton on the Hill as a rural hamlet should only have in fill and 
barn conversion applications considered. 
 
Cllr Morrell went on to highlight that as the Borough Council had not allocated enough land for 
housing, this was causing issues but he felt that Orton on the Hill was not right for this kind of 
development.  He also informed the PC that 3 major development applications had been refused by 
the Council in recent times. 

 
vii. HS2 Through Leicestershire – Information events – Preparing for the HS2 hybrid Bill – Cllr. 

Davies proposed that the Parish Council make the following comment regarding HS2:- 
 
‘Twycross parish council continues to ask that the HS2b project ensures that any issues arising 
from the planned Austrey maintenance depot (including noise, lighting and road access) are fully 
evaluated and mitigated so that local communities such as Orton on the Hill are not adversely 
affected’.   
 
This was seconded by Cllr Taylor.  All in agreement that Clerk submit these comments. 
 

viii. Latest Budget proposal for Leicestershire County Council – Cllr Davies proposed that the 
following observation be made to LCC:- 

 
‘Twycross parish council continues to urge Leicestershire County Council to press the 
government for a substantial increase in funding to avoid the need for further cuts in services 
and help to meet the costs of adult social care and children’s services in particular’ 
 
This was seconded by Cllr Taylor.  All in agreement that the Clerk submit this comment. 

 
 
0059/19  Financial information 
 

i. Income, expenditure and signing of cheques.  The monthly reconciliations were signed by 
Cllr Davies. 

ii. Review budget monitoring document and approve – this was circulated prior to the meeting.  
Cllr Davies proposed that the PC keeps the precept request in line with that of last year.  It was 
agreed that the sum of £311.80 be added to the budget to go into a reserve fund.  This would 
mean that the budget proposal for the forthcoming year would be £20929.30.  This figure would 
keep the Precept request in line with that of last year i.e. a Band D Council Tax of £55.31: a 0% 
increase on last year.  Proposed by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr Taylor.  All present in 
agreement. 



 

 

iii. Precept Requisition for 2020/21 financial year – as agreed in 0059/19 ii – the Precept 
requisition will be £20929.30.   

iv. Review Grounds Maintenance Tenders and appoint Contractor for 2020.  The Clerk had 
circulated summary of the Tenders received to Cllrs prior to the meeting.  Six Tenders were 
received in total.  Cllrs agreed to go with the Tender 1 for £2550 as the quote was competitive 
and the tender met with all the requirements of the Tender document.  Subject to the Clerk 
receiving 2 satisfactory references, it was agreed to go with the company that submitted this 
tender.  Proposed by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr Large.  All in agreement. 

 
Balances as at 7/01/20  
 

Comm
unity 

5701.82 BMM 24507.07 
Petty 
Cash 

118.21 Total 30327.10 U/P Chqs. 0.00 

Income (BMM Account) 

Date Ref Payer Details Value £ 

2/11/19 Interest HBBC Interest 4.16 

2/12/19 Interest HBBC Interest 4.03 

2/1/20 Interest HBBC Interest 4.16 

Cheques Approved during previous meeting (Community Account)  

Date Ref Payee Details 
Value £ (Inc. 

VAT) 
VAT 

7/11/19 200227 Haines Watts Payroll 70.08 11.68 

7/11/19 200228 Destroyed    

7/11/19 200229  CCC Finance Play Equipment  1424.54 237.42 

7/11/19 200230 Clerk Salary October 375.51  

7/11/19 200231 Clerk Expenses + Stationary 55.95  

7/11/19 200232 Keystone Granite Twycross Memorial 354.00 59.00 

7/11/19 200233 NJT Church Grounds Maintenance 300.00  

7/11/19 200234 Royal British Legion Street Poppies 100.00  

 
  

060/19: Councillor reports/local issues – Orton on the Hill 
 

i. Items for consideration at future meetings – None at present. 
 

061/19 Councillor reports/local issues – Norton Juxta Twycross 
  

i. Items for consideration at future meetings – None at present 
 

062/19 Councillor reports/local issues – Twycross 
 

i. Items for consideration at future meetings – None at present 
 
063/20 Any other Items for consideration 

 
None raised. 
 

Meeting Closed at 21:15. The meeting over ran by 15 minutes but this extension was agreed part way 
through the meeting by all Cllrs present. 
 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 5th March 2020 at St. Edith’s Church, Orton on the Hill 
 


