
 

 

Twycross Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on: Thursday 21st May at 19:00 
This was a remote meeting held via Zoom 

 

 

 
 

001/20 Present & apologies:  Cllrs: A Davies, A Taylor, M Large, K Hughes, M Humphreys. 
   
 County Cllr Ivan Ould (OBE) and District Cllr Kevin Morrell were also present 
 
002/20 Election of Chair/Vice Chair and signing Declaration of Acceptance of Office (Chair) 
 
 Members of the Parish Council were in agreement that Cllr. Davies has done an excellent job as 

Chair of the PC.  It was proposed that Cllr. Davies continued in the role by Cllr. Taylor, if he was 
happy to do so.  Cllr. Large seconded the proposal.  Cllr. Davies accepted the Proposal from Cllr.  
Taylor.  All present in agreement.  Cllr. Taylor accepted the suggestion by Cllr. Davies to continue as 
Vice Chair.  All Cllrs. were in agreement.  Clerk will send copy of Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
to Cllr. Davies to sign.  RESOLVED 

 
003/20  Declaration of interests - None 
 
004/20  Public questions and comments (10 minutes) – None Present. 
 

At this point in the meeting Cllr. Davies proposed adopting the Model Standing Orders 2020 based 
on the NALC Model Orders July, 2018, modified by this Council to support the new empowerment 
enshrined in the Caronavirus Act 2020 and associated 2020 Regulations.  These Standing Orders 
were circulation the Councillors prior to the meeting.  Seconded by Cllr. Hughes.  All in agreement.  
RESOLVED 
 
Cllr. Davies asked both Cllr. Morrell and Cllr. Ould to give an overview of the topics they have been 
involved in since the last meeting.  A general discussion took place on matters affecting the Parish. 
 
Topics discussed included:- 

• Planning Application Shaw Cross Farm 

• Schools reopening in June 

• School Transport 

• Services offered by HBBC and LCC during Caronavirus Pandemic and current funding 
issues. 

• Impact of Caronavirus on Planning Issues 

• Village Hall Grants  
 
005/20  Approval of the previous minutes - March 2020 
 

Minute 0070/19 vii - Twycross priorities-response to rural strategy review. 
 

Councillor Davies asked that the word highways be added to priority item 2 so that it reads:- 
  

2. Support us on local highways and planning issues, particularly those which relate to housing and   
industrial development. 

 
This was to recognise the point made by County Councillor Ould at the previous meeting about the 
importance of traffic related issues generally, particularly speeding. 
 

 
006/20  Matters arising from previous minutes 
 

i. Twycross Water Pump – Cllr. Hughes spoke with Twycross House School.  They are currently 
looking at ways to repair and reinstate the water pump.  ONGOING 

ii. Play Area inspections – Consider quotes for work and agree maintenance plan.  The Clerk has 
received 2 quotes so far and is seeking clarification on some of the content.  She is meeting 
another contractor in 2 weeks’ time.  She will bring the quotes to the next meeting.  ONGOING 

iii. Tree Inspections – Clerk will seek clarification on when the work will go ahead.  ONGOING 



 

 

iv. Health and Safety Inspections – Internal – Clerk will bring the prior inspection reports to the next 
meeting so that any outstanding issues can be given consideration.  ONGOING 

 
 
 
007/20  Correspondence 
 

  All relevant correspondence has been circulated. 
 
008/20  Planning applications, consultations & updates 
 

No Ref Subject 
Applicatio

n Date 

i 
20/00174/OU

T 
Erection of one dwelling (outline access only) 7 Assheton Lane, Twycross 20/03/20 

ii 20/00336/FUL 
Conversion of buildings to provide two dwelling houses and an ancillary 
annex.  Hall Farm, 10 The Green, Orton on the Hill, Atherstone. 

21/05/20 

 
The Parish Council received numerous complaints from residents of Orton on the Hill regarding the 
Hall Farm application 20/00336/FUL.  After some discussion, it was agreed that the PC would submit 
the following objection:- 
 

‘Twycross PC objects to the planning application (ref 20/00336/FUL) which proposes to 

convert buildings at Hall Farm, Orton on the Hill, to provide 2 dwellings and an annex 

because:- 

 

1. The proposal is outside the settlement boundary and within a conservation area, and is 

therefore an inappropriate development; 

2. The proposal is contrary to planning policies DM4 and DM 15 and is detrimental to the 

character of Orton on the Hill which is a rural hamlet;  

3. The proposal will lead to a substantial increase in private car use, in a location with no 

access to public transport and very limited services, and will be an unsustainable 

development; 

4. The increase in car use will damage ‘The Green’ which is the only area of public open 

space in Orton on the Hill and is used for social activities; 

5. The access road to the development is single track, in character with the conservation 

area, and the Parish Council opposes any change to this track; 

6. An increase in private car use will cause unacceptable access problems for local 

residents; 

7. The proposal is opposed by a significant number of Orton on the Hill residents and the 

Parish Council supports their objections. 

 

In objecting to this proposal, it should be noted that the Parish Council does not oppose 

appropriate housing development, but it does object to this application because it is outside 

the settlement boundary; contrary to planning policies; unsustainable and out of character 

with Orton on the Hill. We urge the Borough Council to reject it.’ 

 
This was proposed by Cllr. Davies and seconded by Cllr. Large.  All Councillors in agreement.  Clerk 
will submit the objection on behalf of the PC.  RESOLVED 

 
iii.   Statement of Fact – Availability of Documents for the North West Leicestershire Local Plan. 

 
009/20  Financial information 
 

i. Consider Clerk making payments by Bank Transfer during Coronavirus Pandemic – The 
Clerk asked the PC if it would be possible to make payments via Bank Transfer to alleviate the 
need to travel to get cheques signed.  This would only be for payments that have been approved 
as part of the Budget and only whilst meetings were being held remotely.  The PC supported this 
request.  The Clerk stated that she would still raise cheques for her pay and expenses and will 



 

 

inform all Councillors via email of any payments she was making via bank transfer.  Proposed by 
Cllr. Davies, seconded by Cllr. Taylor.  Agreed unanimously.  RESOLVED 

ii. Review of the Internal Auditors Report and signing of AGAR – This document was circulated to 
Cllrs. prior to the meeting.  The PC agreed unanimously that Section 1 and Section 2 of the 
AGAR 2019/20 should be signed by the Chair and Clerk.  Proposed by Cllr. Davies, seconded 
by Cllr. Hughes.  Unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED 

iii. Approve End of Year Accounts.  A summary of the end of year accounts was circulated to Cllrs. 
prior to the meeting.  Accepted as an accurate record by all Cllrs.  Proposed by Cllr. Davies.  
Seconded by Cllr. Humphreys.  Agreed unanimously.  RESOLVED 

iv. Approve reserves funds held by Parish Council.  The Clerk gave an overview of the current 
financial position of the PC.   
 
Currently £33892.00 in accounts.  Annual operating costs in the region of £21,000.  This year 
the PC has already made payments totalling approx. £3,900.  The PC are due a second 
instalment of the Precept later in the year totalling £10,464.  The PC needs approx. £17,000 to 
cover payments for the rest of the year.  Tree works at Twycross is £2311.00.  This leaves the 
PC with a reserve of approximately £25,045.  £10,000 of this total is earmarked for Playground 
improvements from Section 106 funding (All figures are an approximate estimation). 

v. VAT Reclaim update – The Clerk reported that the PC have received a VAT refund from 
2019/20 totalling £1132.82.   

vi. Income and Expenditure 
 
 
Balances as at 11/05/20 
  

Comm
unity 

8975.37 BMM 26522.58 
Petty 
Cash 

118.21 Total 35616.16 U/P Chqs. 1722.38 

Cheques Approved during previous meetings (Community Account)  

Date Ref Payee Details Value £  

17/2/20 200246 Clerk  Salary January 375.31 

17/2/20 200247 LCC Grounds Maintenance 479.24 

17/2/20 200248 LRALC Internal Audit Fee 210.00 

05/3/20 200249 Clerk Salary February 375.51 

05/3/20 200250 Clerk  Expenses and Admin Costs 84.75 

05/3/20 200251 St Mary’s NJT Memorial Garden Donation 250.00 

05/3/20 200252 Clerk Ex gratia Payment 100.00 

01/4/20 200253 Geoff Cantwell Grounds Maintenance 280.00 

01/4/20 200254 Haines Watts Payroll Fee 72.18 

01/4/20 200255 LCC Tree Survey 546.00 

01/4/20 200256 HBBC Bin Service 25.74 

01/4/20 200257 SLCC Membership 161.00 

06/4/20 200258 Andrew Grainger NJT Play Area rent 155.00 

06/4/20 200259 LRLAC Membership 251.96 

14/4/20 200260 EON Electricity for Phone Box 101.99 

04/5/20 200261 Geoff Cantwell Grounds Maintenance 280.00 

04/5/20 200262 Clerk Zoom Fee 143.88 

04/5/20 200263 Clerk March Salary 351.11 

04/5/20 200264 Clerk April Salary 351.91 

04/5/20 200264 Zurich Insurance 822.19 

04/5/20 200266 Clerk 
Expenses and Admin Costs 
M/A 

54.29 

 
0010/20 Policy Adoption/Review  
 



 

 

Adopt revised Model Standing Orders (valid until May 21) which cover Remote Meetings due 
to the Caronavirus Pandemic (Circulated to Cllrs. with this Agenda).  This was adopted under 
minute reference 004/20.  RESOLVED 

  
0011/20 Councillor reports/local issues – Orton on the Hill 
 

i. Items for consideration at future meetings – None at present. 
 

Cllr. Taylor informed the PC that the village had held a plant sale to raise funds for The Air 
Ambulance.  A total of £1700.00 was raised. 

 
0012/20 Councillor reports/local issues – Norton Juxta Twycross 
  

i. Items for consideration at future meetings – none at present. 
 
 

Cllr. Humphreys reported that HBBC had reacted well to responding to complaints regarding 
repeated incidences of black smoke from bonfires in the village from a house building site in Wood 
Lane, NJT.  There have also been incidences of Bikers scrambling along tracks surrounding the 
village.   

 
0013/20 Councillor reports/local issues – Twycross 

 
i. Items for consideration at future meeting – none at present. 

 
The Clerk said that she had been approached by a resident at Twycross, when she visited the play 
area, who said that there was outstanding maintenance that needed carrying out in the village in 
particular in relation to the Village Hall and surrounding area.  Cllr. Davies asked the Clerk to bring 
the latest internal Risk Assessments to the next meeting to see what maintenance, if any, was 
identified.  As the Village Hall at Twycross is due to receive a £10,000 grant, it may be that that 
money can be used for essential maintenance work. 

 
Cllr. Hughes expressed concern with the speed of traffic through Twycross and highlighted the 
problems with the A444.  A motor cyclist had been killed recently in the vicinity of Twycross.  This is 
the 3rd death in recent years on this stretch of road.  Cllr. Davies offered to liaise with local police 
regarding this issue and Dist. Cllr. Ould offered to follow this up. 
There is a diversion through Twycross throughout June and July.  This is due to roadworks on the 
M42. 
 
Just before closing the meeting, the Chair Cllr. Davies thanked the Clerk, Debbie Fulbrook, Cllrs. 
Ivan Ould and Kevin Morrell and MP Dr Luke Evans for all their help on behalf of the Parish during 
the Coronavirus crisis. 

 
Close Meeting:  There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:25 

 
  

Next meeting: Thursday 2nd July 2020 at 19:00 via Zoom. 
 
 
Topic: Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Time: May 21, 2020 07:00 PM London 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85852292008?pwd=TDRoU1hzbHNMdEgrRTMvK1o5UVBTQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 858 5229 2008 
Password: 013928 
One tap mobile 
+441314601196,,85852292008#,,1#,013928# United Kingdom 
+442030512874,,85852292008#,,1#,013928# United Kingdom 
 
Dial by your location 
        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom 



 

 

Meeting ID: 858 5229 2008 
Password: 013928 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kqYjnncN 


