
 

 

Twycross Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 27th August at 19:00 
This was a remote meeting via Zoom  

 
026/20 Present & apologies:   Cllrs: A Davies, K Hughes, A Taylor, M Large 
 
 County Councillor Ivan Ould and District Councillor Kevin Morrel were also present. 
 
 Apologies were received from Cllr M Humphreys 
 
027/20 Declaration of interests - None 
 
028/20 Public questions and comments (10 minutes) 
 

Cllr Josh Melen from Sheepy Magna Parish Council attended the meeting to ask if Twycross Parish Council 
(TPC) would support a campaign to address the problems with traffic on the A444.  Primarily noise and 
speed are causing concern.  The recent death of a motor cyclist has highlighted the problem once again.  
After discussion all Cllrs present were in agreement that measures need to be brought in to help minimise 
the risk posed by traffic.  Cllr Melen informed the meeting that Witherley Parish Council have similar 
concerns as well.  It was agreed that TPC will support both Witherley PC and Sheepy Magna PC in lobbying 
the County Council to introduce traffic calming measures.  Cllr Davies also suggested that Cllr Melen contact 
Dr Luke Evans, the local MP to enlist his support.   
 
Two residents from Twycross joined the meeting as they were interested in joining the Parish Council.  The 
Clerk had invited them to the meeting to introduce themselves. They also added that speeding traffic 
continues to be a problem in Twycross.  Children and elderly people are at an increased risk when 
attempting to cross the A444.  Cllrs supported their concerns. 
 
Cllr Melen will keep the Parish Council updated on any developments - ONGOING 

 
029/20 Planning applications, consultations & updates 
 

No Ref Subject 
Applicatio

n Date 

i 
20/00660/LB

C 

7 Pipe Lane, Orton on the Hill.  LBC for rebuilding and extension of 
agricultural buildings into 1 no. 1 bed dwelling – 1 no. 2 bed dwelling and 
associated parking 

13/07/20 

ii 20/00659/FUL 
7 Pipe Lane, Orton on the Hill.  Rebuilding and extension of agricultural 
buildings into 1 no. 1 bed dwelling and 1 no. 2 bed dwelling and associated 
parking  

13/07/20 

 
 

i. Application 20/00336/FUL – Conversion of buildings to provide two dwelling houses and an 
ancillary annex – Hall Farm, 10 The Green, OOH.  Notice that this application will be reported to 
the 18 Aug 2020 meeting of the County Council’s Planning Committee - This application has 
subsequently been approved.  Local residents have concerns about the impact this development will 
have on the Village Green due to the increase in traffic crossing the narrow road that goes across it.  Cllr 
Davies proposed that the PC submit the following response to HBBC:- 

 
It was very disappointing that this application was approved by HBBC despite objections from many 
Orton residents and from the Parish Council.  

 
Twycross parish council notes with great disappointment HBBC's decision to grant planning permission 
for the residential conversion at Hall Farm, Orton on the Hill, despite numerous objections from residents 
and the parish council. The decision is contrary to HBBC's planning policies and climate emergency 
declaration. 

 
This was seconded by Cllr Taylor.  All Councillors present were in agreement.   Clerk to submit the response 
to HBBC Planning Dept. 

 



 

 

Cllr Davies also proposed that Twycross Parish Council considers, at a future meeting, measures which 
could be taken to protect the nature of 'The Green’.  He invited Cllrs to come up with ideas to prevent 
damage by vehicles to The Green.  Cllr Taylor and Cllr Large will speak with local residents to see if they 
have any ideas as they reside in Orton on the Hill. 

 
ii. NALC – PC10-20 Changes to the current Planning System 

 
This document was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting.  Cllr Davies made the following observations:- 

 
This government white paper is basically about speeding up house building nationally. It deals with lots of 
technical issues. In Twycross there are approved planning permissions to build 20 houses; 8 houses in the 
centre of Norton; and 5 new housing units at Manor Farm, Norton. These permissions were all granted over 
12 months ago, and Manor Farm was granted over 5 years ago. Our parish did not object to any of these 
planning applications. So far not one new unit of accommodation has been completed. 33 new units would 
be around a 5% increase in our parish housing stock, a significant number. After discussion Cllr Davies 
proposed the PC submit the following response:- 

  
' Twycross parish council supports actions and system changes which are designed to ensure that houses 
with planning permission are built promptly'. 

 
This was seconded by Cllr Large.  Agreed unanimously.   

 
Cllr Davies will also write to Dr Luke Evans MP with the PCs observations. 

 
iii. NALC – PC11-20 White Paper: Planning for the Future 

 
This document was also circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting.  Cllr Davies also made the following 
observations:- 

 

• The white paper proposals would further reduce local community involvement and democratic input in 
planning matters. 

• The Parish needs appropriate development but it has to be in the right place and carried out in the right 
way.  

• If our parish was designated as a 'renewal area', which is quite possible, there would be a general 
presumption in favour of development and we will have very little say over where development goes.  

• Recent planning applications have shown how difficult it can be to oppose applications even though they 
do not accord with existing national and local plans and policies. It would be almost impossible to stop 
inappropriate development under this new system. It would become a developer free for all.   

 
After a general discussion Cllr Davies proposed the following resolution in response to the White Paper:- 

 
' Twycross Parish Council:- 
1. Notes that under the present national planning system approximately 90% of planning 
applications are already approved; 
2. Is unable to support the White Paper 'Planning for the Future' as currently drafted, as the White 
Paper does not demonstrate a suitable balance between development, community involvement and 
local democratic input on planning matters;  
3. Supports a simplified planning framework based on local plans; local planning policies; and local 
site allocations, fully informed by local communities.’ 
 

This proposal was seconded by Cllr Taylor.  Agreed unanimously. 
 

iv. NALC – PC12-20 Transparency and Competition: Data Land Control – Included in above discussion. 
 
030/20 Updates from District and County Councillors  
 

Cllr Ivan Ould and Cllr Morrell gave an overview of issues they had been involved in over the last month 
which included:- 

 

• Legislation affecting the Water Park at Market Bosworth in relation to Caronavirus 

• 63 more houses proposed at Stoke Goulding 

• Twycross highlighted for 1500 new homes as part of a Garden Village 

• Problems with travellers in Warton 



 

 

• A 3.5 K development project in Market Bosworth which will replace old flats with new 

• Planning White Paper – HBBC have submitted a robust response addressing the serious issues they 
see which will affect planning in the future 

 
A general discussion took place.  At this point Cllr Davies took the opportunity the thank County Councillor 
Ivan Ould, for his many years of work as a County Council cabinet member, and his work for young people 
generally.  This sentiment was echoed by all Councillors present. 

 
031/20 Approval of the previous minutes – July 2020.  These were circulated prior to the meeting.  They were 

approved as a true record of the meeting.  Proposed by Cllr Taylor.  Seconded by Cllr Davies.  Agreed 
unanimously. 

 
032/20 Matters arising from previous minutes 
 

i. Twycross Water Pump - Mr Assinder from Twycross School had updated the Clerk to say that he plans 
to replace the Water Pump when time permits.  He informed the Clerk that the School had put the Pump 
on The Green some 30 years previously at their expense.  They discovered and renovated the well. The 
pump was given to them by a neighbour which resulted in the School installing it and getting it working.  
This was at their expense, no one else helped in any way. They used photographs of 1903 to verify the 
renovation and the knowledge of Stan Jones who remembered the pump as a boy. As this is the case, it 
was agreed that the PC would wait for the School to reinstate the pump and that is was not necessary to 
have it on the insurance as a separate item any more.  RESOLVED 

ii. Play Area Work – Update.  Work is due to commence at the beginning of September.  It was agreed that 
when the work is completed, the Clerk can issue payment subject to the work being satisfactorily 
completed.   

 
033/20 Correspondence - All relevant correspondence via email has been circulated. 
 
034/20 Financial information 
 

i. Income and Expenditure – an overview of the current finances was given to the PC. 
ii. Approve Bank Reconciliation – Agreed by all Cllrs present. 

 
Balances as at 10/08/20 
  

Commu
nity 

12135.00 BMM 16,527.07 
Petty 
Cash 

118.21 Total 28780.28 U/P Chqs. 0.00 

Transactions for Community Account  

Date Ref Payee Details Value £  

28/06/20 
BACS 

Geoff Cantwell Grounds 
Maintenance 

Grounds Maintenance 
280.00 

02/07/20 200271 D Fulbrook  June Salary 358.37 

02/07/20 
200270 D Fulbrook  

Stationary/mileage/household exp 
May/June 

116.92 

02/07/20 BACS HRMC Tax/NI June Salary 85.60 

07/07/20 BACS NEST Clerk Pension 42.73 

21/07/20 
BACS 

Geoff Cantwell Grounds 
Maintenance 

Grounds Maintenance 
280.00 

21/07/20 Transfer TPC Transfer from BMM Account 2000.00 

22/07/20 Transfer TPC Transfer from BMM Account 2000.00 

23/07/20 Transfer TPC Transfer from BMM Account 2000.00 

24/07/20 Transfer TPC Transfer from BMM Account 2000.00 

07/08/20 DD NEST Clerk Pension 42.73 

10/08/20 BACS HRMC Tax/NI July Salary 85.40 

10/08/20 Transfer TPC Transfer from BMM Account 2000.00 

10/08020 DD PWLB Loan Repayment 172.10 

10/08/20 200272 D Fulbrook  Clerk Salary July 358.57 

 
 



 

 

The Clerk has received the renewal notice for membership to the Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(CPRE).  It was agreed unanimously that the membership could be renewed.  The cost for renewal is 
£36.00.  The Clerk will renew membership by bank transfer due to the ongoing issues of Social Distancing 
and Caronavirus.  The Clerk also confirmed she is continuing to make payments via BACS where possible 
as agreed in Minute Ref 009/20 i. 

 
035/20 Councillor reports/local issues – Orton on the Hill 
 

i. Items for consideration at future meetings – Ways to protect The Green from vehicle damage. 
 

036/20 Councillor reports/local issues – Norton Juxta Twycross 
 

• Notification has been received from LCC regarding planning application 19/01283/FUL Twycross Zoo – 
Change of use of fields to car park with aggregate access spine roads, grass parking spaces and 
improved drainage (part retrospective): - Highways have objected to the application.  Cllr Davies 
proposed that the PC make the following response given that the application would get vehicles visiting 
the zoo, off the A444 more quickly:- 

 
‘Twycross parish council urges Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council to support Twycross Zoo’s 
plans for immediate improvements to car parking at the Zoo' 

 
This was seconded by Cllr Hughes and agreed unanimously. 

 

• The water supply at NJT has been poor in recent weeks.  This has partly been due to burst pipes which 
have been repaired.  Cllr Davies submitted a complaint to Severn Trent on behalf of residents and 
received a £40.00 compensation payment.  He donated this to LOROS, the Leicestershire Hospice as 
he did not feel he should benefit personally.  He wished this point be recorded on the Minutes for clarity. 

  
i. Items for consideration at future meetings – None at present 

 
037/20 Councillor reports/local issues – Twycross 

 
i. Items for consideration at future meeting – Continued pond maintenance as saplings are 

appearing around the pond area.  
ii. Startins planning application – No news at present regarding recent planning application 

 
Closed Meeting at 20:35 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 5th November 2020 at 19:00 Via Zoom 
 
 
Topic: Twycross Parish Council Meeting 
Time: Aug 27, 2020 07:00 PM London 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86281215417?pwd=dXRTc3ZMM2FlL05idXRPVmxQZkM0QT09 
 
Meeting ID: 862 8121 5417 
Passcode: 223552 
One tap mobile 
+442034815240,,86281215417#,,,,,,0#,,223552# United Kingdom 
+442039017895,,86281215417#,,,,,,0#,,223552# United Kingdom 
 
Dial by your location 
        +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 862 8121 5417 
Passcode: 223552 
 


