
Report to Twycross Parish Council

By Cllr Kevin Morrell

5th June 2014-05-29

1. 1 Burton Road Twycross

I’m delighted that we managed to overturn the Officers decision and would 
congratulate everyone especially the speaker Mr Hewitt for an outstanding 
presentation in achieving this.

I hope that if this decision goes to appeal that our officers can present a strong 
case and the appeal is turned down.

I will notify you if the case goes to appeal; I believe any objections will be 
forwarded to the Inspector who handles the appeal.

2. Planning

On Wednesday the 7th of May the members of the planning committee and 
Planning Officers had a meeting with the Councils barrister who represents the 
Authority at appeals to discuss the 5 year land supply and the effect this has on 
the Authority’s ability to defend appeals.

The Authority currently does not have a 5 year land supply and is currently 
1100 houses behind this position this includes a 20% tariff which the 
Government imposes for underperforming Councils.

Because we are so far behind the barrister’s advice is simple and unequivocal.

The planning committee must allow any planning application so we can get 
our 5 year land supply under control, as without it none of the local policies or 
National policies designed to protect communities from speculative and over 
development carry no weight what so ever, and if we go to appeal we would 
almost certainly lose and the costs would get ever bigger as the inspectors 
would be punishing the Council for not doing their planning duties.

We are getting examples coming through of applications that have been 
turned down, won at appeal and our officers are asking the applicant to 
re-submit, hoping that the advice from the barrister will be heeded by the 



planning committee.

The situation is catastrophic for the rural areas as development in the rural 
areas is usually confined to small developments which are easily deliverable.

I have sent emails to David Tredinnick, Andrew Bridgen, Marcus Jones 
to inform them of the situation which quite frankly is exacerbated by 
Government policy.

I am having a meeting with Andrew Brigend on the 20th June, David 
Treddinnick is arranging a meeting with Nick Boles the housing minister to 
which I am being invited, and I will see Marcus Jones on Friday evening and he 
will be left in no doubt of the situation.

If the 3 MPs could work together then the minister will understand that a 
significant proportion of the Midlands is under threat.

I would urge you all if you not already done so it to contact the MP and 
make it quite clear that Government policy is threatening the rural areas 
with unwanted,unneccessry speculative development and  in many cases 
settlements have already fulfilled their housing needs. 

3 Parish Forum Meeting

This meeting will be held on the 19th June at the Hinckley Hub 6.30

I would urge all members to attend as one of the items on the agenda is 
planning.


