
Report to Twycross Parish Council

By Cllr Kevin Morrell

6th November 2014

1. Medium Term Financial Strategy 2013/14 to 2016/17

The Council has to make £464,000 of savings in order to present a 

balanced budget.

 At the full council meeting 23rd September the decision was taken to 

remove the new homes bonus from 2015/16 that the Council gives to 

Parish Councils.

The Council Tax support funding to Parish Councils will remain.

 With an Election in May 2015 whoever becomes the administration at 

the Council regardless of what is said prior to the election the outlook 

for the Medium Term Financial strategy is bleak.

Made worse by the decision of the Council to put a movable floor into 

the New Leisure Centre at a cost of £700.000.

The total cost over 20 years will be in excess of 2million pounds.

2. Planning

I have received a number of objections to erection of 16 dwellings in 

Norton Juxta Twycross.

I have spoken to Cathy Horton regarding the application and she is 

mindful that the Hentons employment site must not be compromised 

and clearly there are sustainability issues with such a large increase to 

the size of the village.

This application will go before the committee and I will keep you 

informed and take any comments that the Parish Council has on the 

application back to Cathy Horton.

The determination date is 11th of November

The 5 year land supply remains at 4.1 years and therefore the Borough 

will continue to be the target of speculative development as seen in 

Market Bosworth and Stoke Golding.

The priority for the next administration will be to get a 5 year land 

supply at all costs and this will involve some very unpleasant decisions.



3 New Leisure Centre

As previously mentioned the Council is now installing a movable floor in the 

main swimming pool which will give the Hinckley swimming club the ability to 

hold county level competitions.

Unfortunately this was all achieved at the Council Meeting on the 2nd 

September when finally the executive decided to approve the decision, against 

the recommendation of officers.

If this had been decided upon before the tender process it is my opinion that 

the maintence of the floor, £25000 per annum would have been included in 

the management fee and our financial officers would have budgeted for it in 

the Medium Term Financial Strategy.

We have now to accept £25,000 less in the management fee per annum and 

had to borrow the £700,000 capital to fund the floor which has exacerbated 

the financial problems for the medium term financial strategy. 

4 Parish Initiative Fund

This is now open for business and I would urge all Cllr to make it known to any 

groups, clubs etc that the Parish has up to £10.000 in grant funding which must 

be matched by the applicants.

5 Introduction of charges for green waste

A report was considered at full council on Tuesday the 4th November 2014 to 

advise the Council of a reduction in funding from LCC for recycling credits for 

green waste collections from 2015/16and the real possibility of further 

reductions in dry recycling credits from 2018/19.

HBBC currently collect 10,988 tonnes of green waste in the year 2013/14.

The net impact of this reduction in funding from LCC would be a reduction in 

funding of £345,792 per year.

To offset the reduction in funding HBBC are considering a number of options 

which will go out to consultation.

 No dates or the length of the consultation have been decided.



The options are;

· Introduce a charge for green waste collection of £30 per bin, if you have 

2 bins the second will be charged at £20.

· If you want the service to stop or if you want to continue to use the 

service but with a charge.

· Continue with the service and make up the shortfall in funding by 

making savings across all service areas.

This is going to be a highly contentious issue, if charging is introduced it will be 

deemed extra taxation, people on fixed incomes such as pensioners may well 

find it a struggle to pay the extra.

There is a report going to scrutiny on Thursday 13th November where Cllr’s will 

have an opportunity to have an in-depth discussion on the whole subject and I 

will of course keep you updated.


