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Cllr Kevin Morrell 

Budget 2016/17, Council Tax and Medium Term Financial Strategy 

Like most other councils the budget for 2016/17 has been challenging and 

some very difficult choices and decisions have been made. 

The back drop was a significant reduction in funding from the Government and 

other partners, and the fact that £650.000 was taken out of reserves to 

produce a balanced budget in 2015/16. 

This administration has chosen to not only balance the budget this year but 

has put in place income streams which balance the budget for the next 3 years. 

The income streams are: 

Increase the Council tax by £5 a year 

Introduce a charge on the green waste of £24 per year 

Savings of over £2.000.000 have been identified although clearly this is a 

rolling program of continually seeking savings. 

Short of significantly cutting costs, services and compulsory redundancies, and 

reducing the council to delivering all but our statutory duties, we had little or 

no choice. 

The task has been made significantly more difficult because the last 

administration chose to keep the council tax increase to zero over the last 4 

years, which saved you all the princely sum of £3 per year but took £556.000 

net worth of income from the council, increased the national debt by £650.000 

and interest of £35.000 by taking the Government bribe to keep the council tax 

increase to zero. 

I truly believe that our communities are best served by having a strong and 

vibrant council  

 



Green Waste Charge 

This is being introduced from the 1st of April and will cost £24 per bin, you can 

sign up on line through the Councils web site or phone the council 

01455238141 and the administration can be done over the phone. 

This is has now gone live  

I would urge all current users to sign up for the service as this is undoubtedly 

the cheapest and most efficient option for your green waste. 

PCIF(Parish and Community Initiative Fund) 

I am delighted to say that this year the number of requests for funding has 

significantly broken the £100.000 of the total fund. 

This was vital as it showed there was a demand for funding which has been 

dropping over the last few years. 

In light of this as Executive member for rural affairs I have increased the fund 

to £125.000 and hope that Parishes will respond with even more applications 

in 2016/17. 

It is my intention that as demand grows so will the fund. 

Through the Parishes Forum we will be consulting as to changes in the rules for 

this fund. 

Parishes Forum 

The next meeting is on 23rd March 6.30pm, at this village hall. 

This is the first time that we have ventured out from Hinckley and as in the 

past I hope this Parish Council will give it, its full support. 

Especially as you have been chosen to host the event. 

I believe your Clerk has received the agenda. 

 

 


