
 

 

  Twycross Parish Council 
 

Annual Electors Meeting 
Minutes 

 
Thursday 12th May 2022 

Twycross Village Hall at 19.00 
 

 
 

 
2022/01 Present & Approved Apologies 
 
Attendees: A. Davies (Chairman), M. Large, A. Taylor, M. Humphreys, D. Bonser-Hadfield, K. 
Hughes    
Clerk: K. Steadman 
Apologies: B. Harrison-Rushton 
HBBC Borough Cllr: K. Morrell 
 
2022/02 Approval of Minutes (May 2021)  
 
The May 2021 minutes were signed by Cllr. Davies following unanimous approval. 
 
 
2022/03 Twycross Parish Council Chairman's Annual Report (2021/22)  
 
Cllr. Davies read extracts from his annual report to the attendees (see attached).   
 
 
2022/04 Twycross Parish Council Financial Report (2021/22) 
 
The Clerk read the annual financial report to the attendees (see attached).   
 
 
2022/05 Reports from Parish Organisations 
 
The three churches within the Parish were invited to send a report, St Edith's in Orton; St James in 
Twycross and Holy Trinity in Norton Juxta Twycross all provided updates (see attached) 
 
 
2022/06 Meeting Closed: at 7.15pm 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Chairman’s Signature:         Date 



 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT TO TWYCROSS PARISH COUNCIL 

– 12/5/2022 

 

1. As our country slowly emerges from the effects of the 2 year Covid 19 global 

pandemic, the work of Twycross parish council is returning to something 

approaching normality. Face to face meetings are now taking place again ( we 

are no longer allowed by the government to meet remotely ) and we are also 

able to take a more active involvement in local matters. 

2. Planning issues once again dominated our work. We considered dozens of 

local planning applications, most of which ( around 30 ) we did not object to. 

We supported a revised planning application from Startin Tractors in Twycross, 

as it protected a long established business whilst retaining a substantial green 

wedge between Twycross and Little Twycross. We only opposed 2 applications 

which proposed unsuitable building in Orton and Norton ( both rural hamlets ). 

3. We were delighted to support Twycross Zoo’s bid to build a new national 

science and conservation centre and thrilled when the Zoo were awarded £20m 

by government to build this new centre. We look forward to working with the 

Zoo on this exciting project of national and international significance. 

4. We welcomed Hinckley and Bosworth Councils local plan review to 2039 

and we submitted detailed comments which support the basic aims of the plan 

to focus development in urban areas and protect the countryside. We oppose 

any new settlement in our parish and asked for more recognition of the 

importance of agriculture in the plan. We will monitor progress of this plan. 

5. We continued to ask Leicestershire Police and Leicestershire County Council 

to take more action to tackle traffic problems on the A444, particularly 

speeding. We are pleased that the County Council will be reviewing the A444 

as part of its Community Speed Management Initiative but disappointed there is 

no timescale for this review. Sadly fatalities continue on the A444. 

6. We agreed to spend £2,634 to maintain our 2 play areas in Norton and 

Twycross; we received £500 from the County members highways fund for 3 

new planter boxes; we spent £500 to repair the historic water pump in 

Twycross; we installed markers ( thanks to a County grant ) to protect the 

village green in Orton and continue to try to register this land with HM Land 

Registry; and we gave the Congerstone ‘Kickstart’ project a grant of £250. 

 

7. We continue to support our 3 local churches with their grounds maintenance 

work as they are such important ( and visual ) focal points for our communities. 

In total we provided grants of £1,450 to them. 

8. Sadly our excellent clerk Debbie Fullbrook left us last year, as her family was 

relocating. Thank you so much Debbie for everything you did for our parish. 

We were very fortunate to appoint Kate Steadman as our new parish clerk and 

Kate is already doing a fantastic job for us. Thank you Kate! 

9. Bertie Harrison-Rushton was elected as our new County Councillor in May 

2021 and we congratulated him on his appointment. We also continue to thank 

District Councillor Kevin Morrell for all the excellent work he continues to do 



 

 

on our behalf, and our MP Dr Luke Evans who takes a very active interest in 

local matters and was at the forefront of the successful Twycross Zoo bid. 

Thank you so much Luke.  

10. I do wish to thank all our parish councillors for their work in our parish, and 

a special thank you to our vice chair Allan Taylor who takes a significant 

interest in environmental issues. 

11. Hinckley and Bosworth Council is currently carrying out a governance 

review of parish council structures within our borough and we have asked that 

clear objectives are set for this review; local implications are fully assessed; and 

potential risks are identified and mitigated. There could be a change in our 

structure from May 2023 when the next parish council elections take place.  

12. The next few years look as if they will be extremely challenging for our 

country due to global security and post pandemic issues. Twycross parish 

council will aim to represent all those who live within our parish to the best of 

our ability, and we will continue to work to protect the predominantly rural and 

agricultural character of our beautiful parish. 

 

Councillor Alan Davies ( Chairman, Twycross Parish Council and Norton Juxta 

Twycross resident ).  

May 2022. 



 

 

Twycross Parish Council Financial Report 2021/22 
 

The 2021/22 financial year ended with a balance of £14,102.79 compared to £11,088.68 for 

2020/21. 

Receipts for the year were £26,111.21 compared to £22,814.61, this is an increase of 

£3,296.60, however we have to note that we received a VAT refund of £3912.00 during this 

financial year.  

The precept increased by £1269. 

Payments in the year were £23,097.10, this is down from £37,863.49 but please note that 

2021/22 had higher payments due to the work carried out on the playgrounds. 

Donations of £1800 were made, including money towards the church yard maintenance in 

Twycross, Orton on the Hill and Norton Juxta Twycross. We also made donations to the 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and to Congerstone Kickstart Fund.  

 

Kate Steadman 

Responsible Financial Officer 



 

 

 

Annual Report to the Twycross Parish Council from St James Church, Twycross 

 

April 2022 

 

The last 12 months have been quite quiet, a slow re-opening after two years of Covid lockdown 

 

1. The church is now re-open and back into use for monthly services. 

2. The front wall of the church bordering the pavement and highway has been re-mortared to 

try and prevent further degradation. We believe this has been quite successful. 

3. The entrance ceiling collapsed during lockdown, and had to be replastered. 

4. The Quinquennial inspection and report took place in November 2021, we await the 

architects published findings.  

5. A 5 year electrical inspection and certification was carried out in October 2021. The church 

was re-certified. Minor electrical improvements were carried out as a consequence. 

6. “Normal operating costs” of the church include insurance £2500 p.a., electricity £800 p.a., 

alarm maintenance £200,  grass cutting in the churchyard cost over £600 p.a. Finances 

continue to be very tight. 

7. Little or no  fundraising activities were carried out due to Covid. Regular “givers” raise £1350 

p.a. and the 49 Club raises £800 p.a. 

8. Our future desired  “projects” include a new sign and improving disabled access into the 

church, when time, energy and funds  permit. 

9. I am pleased to advise that a new church sign has now been commissioned and this should 

be installed in May 2022. The previous donation of £150 from the Parish Council towards 

this objective will be put towards the total cost of £700. 

 

David Horobin 

Treasurer 

On behalf of the District Church Council 

CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT FOR 2021   Margaret McKay  

 

Covid restrictions continued all year with social distancing and compulsory mask wearing.  

The church was closed for most of the year with our first Sunday service in August.  Services 

slowly resumed with regular 9am Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month 

although Communion was restricted to a wafer dipped in the chalice.  There were several 

lay led services for Harvest, Remembrance & Christmas Carols which were very well 

attended.  There were also two baptisms and one wedding in the second half of the year.   

 



 

 

Fundraising was limited but we managed to hold a Plant Sale, a Coffee Morning and 

Christmas Craft Fair.  We have also been busy applying for grants for phase two of our 

Community Project which will see new and improved heating and lighting and re-ordering of 

the south aisle.  Repairs to ceiling plaster, windows and stone work, as listed in the latest 

2020 quinquennial, will be undertaken as soon as funds allow - faculties for both have been 

applied for. 

 

A new community initiative has been started twice a month to get people together for a 

coffee and chat to relieve general loneliness and help individuals regain the confidence to 

rejoin society after two years of lockdown.  This can be particularly acute in rural areas 

especially for the more elderly who live on their own. 

 

The churchyard has been mown by Walter Parkes all year and is looking very tidy apart from 

mole hills!  We have been granted a Faculty to create a Garden of Remembrance for the 

interment of ashes to the west of the church tower as more people are opting for cremation 

these days.   

 

Thanks are due to all the lovely people who willingly give their help throughout the year;   

Margaret Wileman tends the beautiful rose beds either side of the church path, Pam 

Prophet keeps the altar brasses shining and all the volunteers who regularly wield a duster 

or hoover.   

 

Norton Juxta Twycross Holy Trinity Church 
 
We are undergoing a very large project in the church at the moment we managed to get funding from 
various charities and the largest amount promised was from the National Churches Trust (Culture 
Recovery Fund). The Work to be carried out is part of the roof is to be repaired stripped and tiles 
replaced. Internally we had plaster falls from the ceiling which made it dangerous. All the plaster is 
being removed and it is being re plastered and painted.  this work started in autumn 2021 and is 
ongoing. We hope to have the project finished by May 2022. 
 
The other project is that we would like to landscape part of the unused churchyard into a garden open 
to the community. We have had a Topographic survey on the proposed piece of land and hope to 
proceed with getting all the permissions and funding to go forward. 
 
On behalf of the church council I would like to thank the parish council for your support on both of our 
projects. 
 
kind regards 
 
Mary Dangerfield 
 
Treasurer  
 
Norton Juxta Twycross Holy Trinity Church 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


