
Twycross Parish Council 
 

Extraordinary Meeting Minutes 
 

7th June 2016: Twycross Village Hall at 7.00pm commencing at 19:10 
 

 
EX01/016 Present & Apologies 
   

  Cllrs: A Davies (Chairman), M. Large, W. Nally      Clerk: C Bailey 
  Apologies: none received  
  Parishioners: 15 
   

Cllr. Davies advised the Council of Cllr. K. Kent’s resignation which is due to personal and work commitments (received 
on 27th May 2016 and with immediate effect).  Cllr. Davies gave thanks to K. Kent on behalf of the Council for her 
support during the past 18+ months.  This now creates a further casual vacancy for Twycross. 

 
 

EX02/016 Declaration of Interests 
 

  None declared at the outset. 
 

 

EX03/016 Gopsall Estate Sale – TWYCROSS 
 

Decision: to be made regarding the purchase of the Orton Lane Play Area and Memorial Site (Ponds) from the 
Crown.  The combined land value for the play area and Memorial Site has been stated by the Crown as £7,500 
(plus VAT).  See also the separate report ‘Twycross Parish Council – Sale of Land Overview’. 

 

 The Crown (via Carter Jonas Solicitors) has requested a decision be made to purchase within a very short 
period of time (circa 2 weeks from the date of this meeting). 

 

 The Orton Land Play Area is quoted within the current lease as ‘0.92 acres or thereabouts’. 
 

 The Memorial Site (the Ponds) is quoted within the current lease as 0.52 acres. 
 

 The land purchase does not include the Cricket Club. 
 

 The consequences of not buying the land may include it being purchased by a third party and, whilst a covenant 
to protect the land for use as a recreational public play area may be attached to the sale, there are no 
guarantees that any such covenant will be adhered to, or that the area would be maintained as it is currently.  
This could result in the development of the site for commercial purposes in the future. 

 
Resolutions - the following resolutions were proposed by Cllr. Davies, seconded by Cllr. Large and unanimously 
agreed: 
 

1. The Parish Council will advise the Crown, via Carter Jonas Solicitors that they wish to purchase the Orton Lane Play 
Area and the Ponds – subject to contract. 
 

2. The Parish Council will make a lower counter offer for the purchase of the land (suggest £5,000, plus VAT).  This 
reduced offer is to reflect the Crown’s previous refusal to donate the land to the village as part of the Jubilee 
Celebrations (as advised by former Councillor D. Walker). 

 
3. The Council will approach local businesses to request a donation towards purchasing the land for the village.  

Communications will be sent to Startins Tractors, Rare, Turpins, Jacksons (Cabin Store), Twycross Zoo and 
Twycross House School.   

 
4. The outstanding funds will be raised via a Public Works Loan.  The terms of which are to be finalised during the July 

meeting. 
 

 
EX04/016 Casual Vacancies for Orton on the Hill and Twycross 
  

 Competency questionnaires were completed by the 4 potential Councillors in attendance and a further one will be 
emailed to a candidate who gave their apologies for the meeting.  Mr. Brooks (from Twycross) has offered to stand if 
a vacancy remains after the process has been concluded.   

 
Resolution 

 
1. Council will review the questionnaires and co-opt three suitable candidates (two for Twycross, one for Orton on the 

Hill) during the 7th July meeting. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Additional Notes 

 

 A parishioner requested clarification regarding the proposed development adjacent to the Hallfields Estate in 
Twycross.  It was felt that within the recent communications regarding the Site Allocations Document it was unclear 
as to whether the building of 20+ houses is to go ahead and what the timescales are.   
 
Resolution: this item will be added to the July meeting agenda. 

 
 

 
Meeting Closed at 19:50      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Signed by the Chairman: ______________________________________ 


