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Referendum decision to leave the EU 

No one is sure what impact the decision by the British people to leave the EU is going to 

have on the financial situation of the country. 

The Chancellor has indicated that his goal for balancing the budget by 2020 is no longer 

viable; he has also made it clear the financial road ahead is going to be rocky. 

The up and coming leadership battle in both the leading parties is not helping but some of 

the candidates in the Conservative race have dismissed the idea of an emergency budget 

and it’s my view that it will be a compromise between further moderate public sector cuts 

and tax increase. 

This in my view completely vindicates the position of the Conservative administration at 

HBBC to increase the council tax and put on a green bin charge. 

All the signs are that this will mean we are in an excellent position to weather the storm 

whist at the same time maintaining services, no compulsory redundancies, saving over 

£250,000 by cutting out a high to medium level of management, increase funding to the 

voluntary sector and the Parish and community initiative fund, and the budget for tourism if 

my plans are excepted by the strategic leadership board and the executive. 

I cannot stress enough that services will be maintained or improved, that money coming 

into the Borough by direct spending on maintaining community infrastructure through the 

PCIF will increase and over the life time of the fund which has delivered 1 million pounds in 

grants from the HBBC and through match funding this is equivalent to 2 million pounds. 

The increase in funding to the voluntary sector is vital as money from other partner’s 

decreases, the only way we are going to maintain any kind of services in the future is going 

to be through the voluntary sector. 

The budget for tourism is in my opinion a complete no brainer, we have an absolute 

fantastic tourism portfolio to offer especially so, after the legacy of Richard the 3rd and we 

must capitalize on it. 

Not only for day visitors but more importantly for overnight stays which doubles the 

financial take in the area. 

All of the above is set out in my rural strategy and I’m looking forward to hosting it and 

delivering on the challenges we set for ourselves.  



Parish and Community Initiative Fund 

As you know I did promise changes to this to make it easier to spend the money. 

In the past we have found it increasingly difficult to pass on the total amount of the fund, in 

the year 2014/15 we only gave away £63,000. 

Last year we gave £114,000 and increased the fund to £125,000  

The changes that have yet to be fully agreed  by the executive will see an increase in the 

amount PC’s can apply for from £10,000 to £12,000. 

The percentage match funding to change from 50:50 % to 60:40 % 

Fences and car parks which in the past have been excluded are now included but will only 

considered if funding is available. 

The less accessible sites for the general public such as schools are included but will only be 

funded by 25% to reflect the lack of accessibility. 

The plastic plaques which have cost up to £500 which is taken from the fund are scrapped; 

all the money is now being used for the applications 

I hope this will mean that we get applications for the whole of the £125,000 and more in 

which case I will increase the fund again. 

It does mean that it is the responsibility of all Cllr’s to get the message out there, contact me 

or the council if you need any help, and if you’re in any doubt that the application may not 

be considered the best advice is to try, I will make sure we are as accommodating as 

possible. 

Planning Appeal 

I was deeply disappointed that we lost the appeal on the removal of the car parking spaces 

at 1 Burton Road. 

This was down to the stupid policy on the reduction of car parking spaces required for 

domestic dwellings. 

This will clearly lead to a further planning application for another dwelling, and I’m not 

holding a great deal of hope that our officers will, if the proposal is over massed refuse it. 

Parish Forum 

I would like to thank this PC for your representative at the last forum meeting, I hope it was 

informative. 

 



Crown Estates 

I asked the MP to contact the crown estates regarding the sale of parcels of land which the 

PC has used for community assests. 

With a view to try and persuade them to donate them as a gesture of good will. 

Sadly they seem to be unable to do this, I have gone back to the MP to try again but I’m not 

holding out much hope. 

I have contacted the deputy chief executive and ewe is looking into the possibility of a loan. 

There is also the PCIF. 

 

 

 

 


