
Report to Twycross Parish Council 

5th November 2015 

By Cllr Kevin Morrell 

My apologies for my absence unfortunately I have family commitments. 

Planning 

I was delighted that we managed to overturn the planning officer’s recommendation to 

permit the withdrawal of 2 car parking spaces from the development on Burton Road. 

This was due to the excellent presentation from Mr Hewitt who objected at the planning 

committee and we owe him a great deal of thanks 

This was an outrageous breach of amenity to the whole area and I am pleased common 

sense prevailed. 

15/00633/FUL Pipe Lane 

I have to confess that I completely took my eye of the ball with this planning application and 

if it was not for the objector Mrs Horseman, this would have slipped through. 

It was decided at the planning committee that the chairman of planning Cllr Reg Ward, 

Richard West the planning officer, I would meet with Kate Horseman to find an acceptable 

planning application. 

We met at Mrs Horseman’s house on Tuesday 3rd of November also in attendance was Mr 

Rock previous chair of this Council who had a considerable amount of time dealing with the 

original application, and made it quite clear to the planning officer that the outline planning 

application that was granted should be adhered to as this was considered at the time the 

most acceptable application no amendments are going to considered. 

Richard West is going to convey this back to the applicant and we await his response. 

Once again I can only apologies to this Council and to Mrs Horseman for failing to pick up on 

the strength of feeling regarding this planning application. 

 

Consultation to address the deficit in HBBC Budget 2016/17 

Consultation extended 



Residents in Hinckley and Bosworth now have until mid-December to have their say 

on the future of council funding after the council extended the closing date of a major 

public survey. 

 

The survey - called Difficult Times, Difficult Choices –should have been delivered to 

every home in the borough during October, but the council has become concerned 

that the third party contractor employed to complete the delivery has failed to post a 

survey to every household as they were required to do. 

 

Now the council will include the survey within its own newspaper, the Borough 

Bulletin, to be distributed during the last two weeks of November. Any residents who 

have not already taken part now have until Friday 11 December to complete the 

survey online at www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/fundingsurvey or by clipping out and 

posting back the survey to be printed in the Borough Bulletin using the freepost 

address supplied. 

 

Borough Council Chief Executive, Steve Atkinson, said: “It is important that every 

household has a chance to have their say on this important survey, so we’ve decided 

to include the survey in the Borough Bulletin to make sure it’s available to everyone.  

 

“We can only apologise for the failure of the contractor we employed in good faith to 

complete this work and assure residents that we do not intend to make payment to 

the contractor, as the delivery has not been completed to our satisfaction. What’s 

more, including the survey within the Borough Bulletin means the survey will be 

delivered using existing budgets – there will be no additional cost to taxpayers. We 

had used an external contractor in order to complete the consultation by early 

November, to enable a longer time to assess the results, before the scheduled 

distribution of the Borough Bulletin.“  

 

The survey asks whether residents would be prepared to accept an increase in 

council tax of approximately £16 per year (31 pence per week) or an annual charge 

for the garden waste service of £35 per year (67 pence per week). The garden waste 

http://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/fundingsurvey


charge option would be introduced alongside a council tax increase of 2% (around 

£2.20 per year for a Band D property). 

 

The option to increase council tax by £16 equates to 16.67% of the Borough share of 

£95.96 per year per household. The council currently has the 8th lowest Council Tax 

level of all 201 district councils in England. If this option is the most popular, then the 

council will be legally required to carry out a local referendum, as the increase in 

council tax will be over the 2% referendum limit.  

 

If a referendum resulted in a ‘no’ vote, then the council would have to give serious 

consideration to the introduction of an annual charge for garden waste in order to 

contribute to meeting the shortfall.  

 

Steve Atkinson explained: "Although we have already taken action to make £1.5 

million of the savings needed, we still have a shortfall that simply cannot be found 

without severely cutting services. This is not something that the council ever wanted 

to ask, but continuing reductions in government funding have left us with no option 

and we are legally required to set a balanced budget and legally required to go to 

referendum, if we intend to increase our element of the council tax by more than 2%. 

We are asking residents, therefore, for their opinion on the best way to raise what is 

still needed, to inform the decision which councillors will take later in the financial 

year." 

 

 You can complete the survey online by going to www.hinckley-

bosworth.gov.uk/fundingsurvey 

 

 

Council tax support Grant to Parish Councils 

I warned this Council at the September meeting that there was a strong possibility 

that this would be removed and I can now confirm that this is the case. 

The effect on your budget based on last year’s figures will be a loss of £1800 or an 

increase in your precept of £2 per household to mitigate the deficit. 

http://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/fundingsurvey
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I would also draw the councils attention to the fact that the government has in the 

past made reference to capping Parish Councils precept has they have with all other 

councils. 

You may wish to consider this when you setting your budget. 

This Parish Council has had an historically low precept if the Government capped 

Parish Councils you would be locked into a low precept and would have to have a 

referendum if you ever needed to lift it significantly, I would ask you to consider this 

most strongly. 

Decrease in Council House rents 

In the budget the chancellor announced that council house rents would be 

decreased by 1%. 

This means that there is a reduction of £4 million over the next 5 years in the income 

to the housing revenue account  and has completely destroyed the business plan in 

place for building new council houses. 

We are now looking to restructure the business plan and hope to able to maintain 

delivery of new council houses which are very much needed especially in the rural 

areas. 

Right to buy; Housing Associations 

This was also announced in the budget and means that the Council may have to sell 

off its most valuable council housing stock when they become void in order to fund 

this policy. 

We are still waiting the monetary value the government is setting at which the 

houses would have be sold. 

This will have an impact on the rural areas as the most valuable council houses are 

all in the rural areas. 

The Crescent Development 

The new Sainsbury’s store opens officially on Wednesday the 4th November at 

8.45am. 

I have been round the store and it’s certainly very impressive, there is a 550 space 

car park, which is free for the first 2 hours. 

The rest of the crescent will be completed after Christmas although the cinema is 

opening early December and is certainly the closest cinema to my ward so I hope it 

will be well supported there are 9 other outlets within the cinema block which include 



restaurants (Bella Italia, Loungers, and a Noodle bar) 90% of these outlets are very 

close to completing. 

This development is long overdue and it is hoped that it will increase the footfall into 

the town. 

It will make a huge difference to the council’s income as we own the cinema block 

and therefore all the rents will be going into the general fund and to the new 

government policy of councils being allowed to keep all business rates. 

Site Allocations Document 

This has now been inspected, and it’s our officer’s belief that with some minor 

changes all the recommendations have been accepted. 

We will await the inspector’s final report which will sign off this overdue document. 

Neighbourhood Plan Conference 

This took place last week and unfortunately due to work commitments was unable to 

attend, I have been told that it was well received and will give all Parish Councils the 

inspiration to undertake what will almost certainly be a vital document in shaping the 

future of our communities. I would urge this Council to consider embarking on a 

neighbourhood plan and you would all my full support and that of HBBC 

Parish Initiative Fund 

This will be open for business shortly and I hope all Parish Councillors will get the 

message to all groups that may require funding, that this Parish has a maximum of 

£10,000 which has to be match funded. 

Last year only £63,000 out of a possible £100,000 was allocated which in my opinion 

given the pressure on funding this is a travesty. 

I hope the message will get out there and as many groups will apply, so the whole 

amount of the fund can be allocated. 

Needless to say my ward has been one of the best supported in the Borough, you 

can contact me or the HBBC to get the forms, and if you require any help or are 

having any difficulties what so ever again contact me. 

Rural Conference 

HINCKLEY AND BOSWORTH RURAL CONFERENCE 

1st December 2015, 10.00am – 3.30pm, Bosworth Hall, Market Bosworth 

This is the inaugural annual rural conference for the Borough of Hinckley and Bosworth, which will 

focus on the key challenges and priorities for our rural localities, creating a forum for sharing, 



learning and planning, to inform an annual rural work programme, within the context of an agreed 

Rural Strategy. 

The programme for the event will focus around a number of high level priorities for the Borough: 

 Access to services and facilities 

 A Responsive and Enabling Planning and Policy Framework 

 Rural Housing Delivery 

 Countryside & Environment Protection and Enhancement 

 Economy and Enterprise 

 Community Safety, Empowerment and Action 

Inputs and insights include: 

Countryside Watch – a scheme set up by the Police to help prevent rural crime, designed to address 

the needs of farmers, land owners, horse owners and other rural industries.  Plus an opportunity to 

discuss how we can collectively continue to improve communications. 

A view on the Economic potential for rural areas, plus an update on the LEADER programme 2015 - 

2020 – part of the rural development programme for England, making available £1.4 million for rural 

projects across the Borough’s of H&B and N Warwickshire 

Devolution to Neighbourhoods and opportunities for greater local involvement, including 

Neighbourhood Development Planning, with a chance to hear from a Parish Council just setting out 

on the journey, and why this is possible for smaller Parish Councils too 

However, importantly there will be space for discussion and agreement about what collectively, 

statutory agencies, Parishes, and the community can commit to, in bringing about year on year 

improvement.  This will inform the annual rural work programme, owned and driven by the rural 

Parishes of the Borough. 

To book your free place, please contact Edwina Grant, Strategic & Community Planning Officer, 

Edwina.grant@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk Tel 01455 255629.  Please specify any specific dietary or 

access needs. 

Please note there will be ample space for those wishing to present an exhibition stand/table.  

Please confirm requirements with Edwina as soon as possible, and no later than one week prior to 

the event. 
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