
          

MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING OF  

DORNOCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20 FEBRUARY at 6.30pm           

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, DORNOCH 

 

 
 

 

Present 
 
Yvonne Ross (Chair)         
Maggie Hope 
Ian Grant 
Graeme Ross 
David Macbeath 
Catherine MacAngus 
Patrick Murray 
Jim McGillivray, Cllr 
Linda Robichaud (secretary) 
 
Visitors – Representatives from CURLEW, RDGC, BRIG, The Carnegie Whisky Cellars and 
DACIC. 

 

1.0 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Michael Hook and Jimmy Melville.  
 

 

2.0 
 
2.1 

VISITORS 
 
CURLEW 
YR welcomed the representatives from Ironside Ferrar, the consultants for the 
CURLEW project. 
 
A public consultation was now in place aimed at both bringing people up-to date 
and looking at the way forward for the project.  Reporting would be at the end of 
March and the consultants would talk to as many people as possible. A key 
requirement for the project was support for it from within the community.      
 
If the project goes ahead then DADCA would lose the Social Club. The 
consultants were interested in support or ideas or issues that the community 
may wish to express. 
 
The role of the Curling Club and how their element is financed is important. 
 
PM pointed out that from a DADCA perspective the idea would be to have a 
community hall as part of the Curlew project. This would be appropriate for 
some activities but other activities would need space in the former Police 
Station. It was anticipated that between these two venues all the activities 
currently undertaken at the Social Club could be accommodated. 
 
DADCA is to consider the sports facility aspect and the more enterprise 
orientated activity in the former Police Station.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Funding could be through the community route or the enterprise route 
depending on function. 
 
PM stated that with a community hall for the winter it needed to be ensured that 
the DADCA activities could be continued, for example the Cinema. 
 
DM asked if there was a demand for curling. The consultants are to speak with 
the curling club. Sports Scotland will also be consulted re the level of uptake. 
YR pointed out that a lot of curlers travel from the area to Inverness. 
 
The Community Council was requested to send any feedback to either Gordon 
at DACIC or DADCA or directly to Ironside Ferrar. This was to be a long term 
asset for the community. 
 
YR asked if it was to be a wedding venue in the summer. The reply was that it 
would just be a revenue stream as there would be a range of summer activities. 
 
YR stated that the community council needed guidance and strategy. 
 
The consultants are to return at the end of March with a display for a public 
exhibition. This would provide an opportunity to receive comments from the 
community. 
 
YR and JMcG are to meet with Ironside Ferrar tomorrow. 
 
YR thanked the visitors for attending and they left the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2 LAND AT ELIZABETH CRESCENT  

 YR welcomed Mr John McHardy, Housing Development Manager, The 
Highland Council and Ronnie, representing the Small Housing Community 
Trust. 
 
The Community Council was to be updated on a) the land at Elizabeth Crescent 
and b) the decision taken at committee last January. 
 
The Council owned land at Elizabeth Crescent with the issue arising of what 
collectively to do with it – aim to progress with 22 units themselves for rent and 
ownership led by the Small Housing Community Trust. This should happen this 
calendar year. The unit sizes are derived from discussions conducted last 
summer. 
 
Last month the committee agreed that a constituted community group should be 
set up with terms and conditions between the council and community group. 
This could happen quite quickly. PM and JMcG are dealing with the matter. It 
will be a company limited by guarantee and can be created within 72 hours. It 
would seek charitable status.  
 
YR pointed out that the idea was that the overarching “company group” would 
then manage land for housing or any land taken over. Members from the 
community council would be involved and members from DADCA and DACIC 
would be invited. It would be under the control of the community council.   
 
The housing was currently being priced. The land is for community use with the 
local plan identifying it for housing and community uses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM/JMcG 



 
DM pointed out that there was a need to keep green space.  
 
JM stated that 6-8 plots were available along with a community piece of land. 
 
Ronnie works with communities and would make sure that the housing would 
not be lost to the open market. YR wanted affordable plots for people to build 
on. Ronnie could administer the scheme for self-build and protect the sale with 
a rural housing burden. There would have to be a separate discussion for all 
options. Some plots could be retained for future development. At the moment it 
is thought to develop approximately a third. 
 
The land has cost the council money to maintain e.g. it had cost more than 
£2,000 to control the whins. Roe deer had also taken over. 
 
YR thought it sensible to build only a few houses at the moment. 
 
John McHardy pointed out that a student was currently researching housing 
built in the last five years with regard to first allocation, children under school 
age etc. This will be published in due course.  
 
John and Ronnie are to meet up with members of the community council to 
discuss terms. 
 
YR thanked Ronne and John and they left the meeting at 7.05pm. 
 

2.3 BRIG  

2.3.1 YR welcomed BRIG to the meeting.  
 
Plans were distributed by BRIG relating to the playpark area. Although advice 
had been taken from various sources BRIG had not approached SNH. GR 
suggested they contact the Forestry Commission. 
 
BRIG did not want a barrier but partial fencing. The area would be open to the 
beach with trees planted sporadically as in nature. 
 
YR asked what the height of the trees would be. The tallest would be 10ft but 
the wind would prevent growth. On the plan there would be about 140 trees. 
 
YR suggested taking out the trees on the North side of the dip with no trees 
along road at the corner of the sandpit area. Even if the planting was “sporadic” 
it needed to have a clear line. BRIG is to speak to ESRA. 
 
DM pointed out that if the trees became a problem in 10 or 15 years then they 
could be cut down. 
 

 

2.3.2 Improvements to main car park on the beach 
 
Maps were shown and BRIG made the following points: 

• The fencing on the front is to be removed along with the steps. 

• The idea is to make the access to the beach as safe as possible and to 
accommodate wheelchairs. It also had to be safe from a gradient 
perspective. 

• A wheelchair “hut” would go beside where the bins are currently located. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• All edges would be grass. 

• The plan for the hut would be low/no maintenance. It would have a metal 
roof and complement the “wee hut” up the hill. 

 
YR said the plan looked good. 
 
BRIG now need planning permission. This is to be put in the name of the 
community council and the new company, “The Dornoch Trust”, would take 
lease of the site. 
 
YR stated that for insurance purposes everything is to go under the Dornoch 
Trust. 
 
All members were in agreement with the plan. JMcG is to see about lease for 
the whole area. 
 
YR asked if the finance was in place. BRIG responded by stating, yes, subject 
to planning. Funds would come from the Beatrice Windfarm. 
 
BRIG is to complete planning application with YR’s address as Chair. 
 
The project relating to “wheelchairs” will come later but at present BRIG was in 
touch with OTs regarding the matter. 
 
YR thanked BRIG for attending and they left the meeting at 7.22pm. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JMcG 

2.4 The Royal Dornoch Golf Club 
 
YR welcomed Robin Murray and William Mackay to the meeting.  
 
RM began by providing an update on how the club was proceeding which 
included the following points: 

• An internal project team had been set up for the new club house 
development. This included a civil engineer, architect, finance people 
etc. WM was also on board.  

• The site investigation is now completed. The club is looking at a new 
energy source, for example, ground source, air source with a view to 
being economic and environmentally friendly. 

• The plans now maximised the views available. 

• The club had spoken to HIE about grant funding and a business plan 
was now being put together for HIE. 

• Regarding the club’s own finances - they were working on cash flow 
projections. As a safety net they had spoken to their own bank.  

• Everything is positive and as things stand there could be “a spade in the 
ground” by the end of this year/early 2020. 

 
RM continued by saying that road access concerned people. The club had 
approached the Bowling Club with a view to widening the road to a dual lane. 
Ideally both clubs would like dual access. The club proposed to the bowling club 
that they would pay to move into the bowling green area which, in turn, would 
mean encroachment into the tennis court. WM is involved with the tennis court 
issue. The proposed new site for the tennis court is by the school. The court will 
have perimeter fencing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
YR pointed out that a piece of common good land would be lost and the council 
gaining a facility, so gifting to council. We need assurances e.g if school closed 
in 10 years and locked etc. JMcG is trying to pin down development officers. YR 
said the intention was not for it to become a HC asset but a community asset. 
WM said the aim was to have the court aligned for three different sports. WM 
wants public access after 5pm. Highlife Highland would deal with the bookings.  
It will not be open to the public during the day as it would be used by the school. 
DM said we need to get it under the “common good banner”.   
 
YR stated that the legalities would need to be addressed and that there would 
have to be a tie in with the revaluation of the lease. RM said the final point to 
agree involved the option of providing “cash up front” with a lower rental 
income. This would be a topic for discussion. YR stated that the community 
council represent what is best for the community. JMcG is to look at the “ins and 
outs” of the land for tennis court. 
 
On the topic of the new golf club project the golf club are “doing it on their own” 
- some had suggested contacting high net worth individuals. RM stated that 
they could not make the club elitist but needed to keep a community feel. 
 
It was decided that RM would come back with a date to arrange a meeting at 
the Club House for the community councillors. This would be in early March. 
 
YR thanked RM and WM for attending the meeting. RM and WM left the 
meeting at 8.07pm. 
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2.5 Carnegie Whisky Cellars 
 
YR welcomed Michael Hanratty, Manager, at the Carnegie Whisky Cellars to 
the meeting. 
 
MH began the discussion by stating that his visit related to a proposed whisky 
themed beach party at the beach at Embo House. He had been advised by the 
police to consult the community council. Transport is being provided for a 
maximum of 30 whisky club members and it would be a paid ticketed event.  
 
JMcG stated that part of the beach had no ownership. 
 
Following further discussion members were happy with the arrangements for 
the event and MH could now put in an application to David Inglis. 
 
YR thanked MH for attending and MH left the meeting at 8.15pm. 
 

 

2.6 DACIC 
YR welcomed Joan Bishop to the meeting. YR informed JB that Ironside Ferrar 
had attended the meeting earlier in the evening regarding the Curlew project. 
 
However, on an unrelated matter, YR confirmed to JB that as at last week the 
back rent had not been paid for the caravan site. YR had sent an email to 
councillors and the MSP regarding the matter. Fiona Robertson had come back. 
It was thought that the easiest option for the council is assignation. 
 
YR thanked JB for attending the meeting. JB left the meeting at 8.17pm. 

 



3.0 MINUTES  

 YR asked for any comments regarding the minute of the meeting of 16 January 
2019. As no comments were forthcoming the minute was then approved as an 
accurate record of fact having been proposed by MH and seconded by DM. 

 

   

4.0 POLICE MATTERS 
 
No PC attended the meeting and there had been no report received.  
 

 

   

5.0 TREASURER’S REPORT  

 PM had distributed financial information with everything “fine”. 
 
It was mentioned that the windfarm bonus was not as good this year as 
previously. 
 
The subject moved to that of the “lairs”. JMcG had emailed out about the 16 
remaining lairs. It was anticipated that a planning application would be 
submitted by the end of February. 

 

 

 

 

JMcG 

   

6.0 PATHWAYS  

 There was no new business.  

   

7.0 COMMUNITY COUNCIL INSURANCE AND APPROVAL OF INVOICE  

 The key question is, “Do we recharge the insurance amount to BRIG or pay 
ourselves?” YR suggested paying this year but that moving forward BRIG 
should build the insurance element into their funding applications. YR is to email 
BRIG. 
 
JMcG suggested that perhaps an amount should be paid to all community 
bodies for assistance with insurance. YR stated that no decision could be made 
until there is clarification regarding the lease and Golf Club situation. 
 
YR is to consult the town council minutes refs: 7/974/975 regarding the tennis 
court. It has to be established if the Bowling Green is Common Good land. 
 
PM suggested that when a constant flow of income is in place e.g when the 
caravan site situation is resolved then this topic can be revisited. 
 
 

 

YR 

   

8.0  ROADS  

 The potholes on Stafford Road had now been repaired. 
 
At this point DM stated that he would look at the Dornoch Burn wall. 
 
CM informed members that the wall at Southlinns had been reported. This, 
however, is not the community council’s responsibility. 

 

DM 

   

9.0 PLANNING  

 The withdrawal of application ref: 18/05889/FUL relating to the Hostel, Earl’s 
Cross Road was noted. 

 



   

10.0 FUNDING APPLICATIONS  

 There were no new funding applications.  

   

11.0 CORRESPONDENCE  

 BBC Alba 
Contact information had been received from BBC Alba requesting notification of 
future events etc. The secretary was asked to forward the email to members 
and to include Joan Bishop of DACIC. 

 

 

LR 

 All other correspondence had been dealt with by email.  

   

12.0 WEBSITE POLICY  

 A policy was required for comments left on the community council website.  
 
It was decided that there would be a general response and that the comment 
left may be discussed at the next CC meeting, Judi is to come up with suitable 
wording.  
 
GR suggested putting the Dornoch coat of arms on the website. 

 

   

13.0 AOB  

13.1 Caravan Site 
Going forward PM has written a business plan.  
 
The Dornoch Trust has now to be put in place. This requires members to sign 
the appropriate sheet this evening. A SCIO takes 90 days to set up as opposed 
to 72 hours for a company limited by guarantee. £1 is the amount of guarantee. 
It was noted that the “company” could migrate to a SCIO in due course.  
 
It was agreed to set up a group called “The Dornoch Trust”. Marcus McIver will 
progress this matter as soon as he receives the required information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.2 Kirkwood Homes 
DM reported that there had been no reply to the sterling board issue. 
 

 

 

13.3 Proposed Coul Links Golf Course 

JMcG reminded members that the Coul Links inquiry starts next week (Tuesday 

26th) with environmental issues being discussed for three weeks. 

 

 

 The date of the next meeting is Wed, 20 March 2019  

 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00pm.  

 


