
          

DRAFT MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING OF  

DORNOCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL at 7.00pm     

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, DORNOCH 

 

 
 

 

Present 
 
Yvonne Ross (Chair)         
Ian Grant 
Graeme Ross 
David Macbeath 
Catherine MacAngus 
Jimmy Melville 
Patrick Murray 
Jim McGillivray, Cllr 
Linda Robichaud (secretary 
Phil Tomalin 
 
Visitors – Representatives from Historylinks (Jerry Bishop), BRIG (Ewan Macleod) and the 
Flow Country World Heritage Site Project (Joe Perry). 
 

1.0 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Michael Hook and Maggie Hope. 
 

 

   

2.0 HISTORYLINKS 
YR welcomed Jerry Bishop of Historylinks to the meeting. 
 
JB began by providing an update on the situation and activities at Historylinks. 
 
The main points were: 

• They now have a new part-time museum assistant and four new 
volunteers. 

• They currently have four projects at various stages including a Young 
Curators Club. 

• Other projects include the Longhouse Project for which £15k of funding 
had been received. The project will look at the way of life of a small 
settlement in Dalnamain, Strath Carnaig. The restoration of the Sheriff 
McCulloch Monument is also underway in partnership with four Dornoch 
Academy Rural Studies students. 

 
Historylinks now needs an extension to generate more income. A £9k grant had 
already been received from the Scottish Land Fund to prepare a business plan, 
an options appraisal and a feasibility study for the purchase of the museum land 
and subsequent building of an extension. The site is currently being valued and 
Historylinks are in discussion with the estates department at the Highland 
Council. Historylinks would expect to pay full market value and would expect 
that the full amount paid would be added to the Dornoch Common Good Fund. 
The land could be a direct purchase with the Highland Council or the community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



council could be landlord or there could be a community asset transfer. 
Therefore, purchase is not essential. Historylinks would like to complete 
purchase. JB would like the CC to provide a letter of support for planning and 
the purchase of the land. JB would also like the CC’s assistance in obtaining a 
50% reduction in planning fees. 
 
There is to be an “Open Doors” weekend for consultation. 
 
Historylinks has ideas for the future which includes the display of the Migdale 
Hoard and the contents of a burial cist discovered at Spinningdale in 2011. 
 
JB requires letter of support for ideas as well as the planning application to go in 
the name of the CC. YR is to provide a letter of support. 
 
PT stated that money going into a capital fund could not be used for a grant. 
PT also believed, regarding the transfer of land, that there were not too many 
reasons not to sell it. There would be an eight week minimum consultation and 
it would be a new procedural matter.  
 
YR 
YR thought that land was not allowed to be depleted. PT replied that capital 
items would replace like with like. 
 
DMacB brought up the topic of the horse shoe piece of land and public toilets. 
JB said that the horse shoe piece of land could probably accommodate toilets. 
DMacB thought that the toilets could be integrated rather than having a 
separate block. JB did not see a problem with toilets although he thought that 
Curlew would be a better place for coaches to park for toilets. 
 
JB then left the meeting at 7.45pm 
 
Information on the Youth Club is to be sent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YR 

   

 3.0 BRIG 
YR welcomed Ewen Macleod from BRIG to the meeting.  
  
Ewen had come to the meeting to provide an update on the BRIG project which 
related to the planting of trees on the beach. 
 
EM began the discussion by stating that BRIG had no wish to force the tree 
planting on anyone. Isla had met with various parties including the Golf Club 
who said they would help with manual work and would take some of the trees 
for around sheds. 
 
EM said that BRIG were keen to help with the maintenance of the trees. 
 
YR felt that there should be no trees. D MacB felt that they would provide a 
feature. 
 
PT 
PT spoke about the lease as the landowner is the Highland Council. A lot of the 
planting is out of the lease area. Council permission would be required to plant 
trees. If the community wants this amenity and the CC supports this - then that 
is fine. There is also the issue of the species mix. PT had spoken to a Forestry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Officer at the Forestry Commission. Their concern was the sand and the 
difficulty in getting trees established in such an area. The issue of maintenance 
was also discussed. This involved planting, staking, protecting, weeding and 
restocking. After around 7/8 years the trees would potentially have to be 
pruned. A detailed planting plan is required and a proposal for maintenance. PT 
pointed out that the Tain Common Good had to pay £18k to lope and look after 
trees which had grown out of control. Some idea of funding would also be 
required. PT would take the plan to the Forestry Officer. If the plan was 
significant it would have to go to committee or it could just be a matter of the 
plan being checked. 
 
EM thought that the number of trees involved would be 50. 
 
YR expressed that she was not in favour of trees on the beach area. YR would 
not have a problem if they were “dotted about” but this was not the case. 
 
A vote of members was then taken. The result was 5 to 2 in favour of the project 
on the basis of a small number of trees being planted (50). The trees are not the 
responsibility of YR as is the maintenance of the trees not her responsibility. A 
plan is now to go to PT. 
 
EM then left the meeting at 8.10pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

4.0 ESRA  

 This discussion related to ESRA’s plan to build a new hut. YR had seen the 
plans in an email and it had looked alright but it had been the same height as 
the existing shed. This meant that the eyeline was blocked. From the car park 
area nothing can be seen on the right. YR recommended that members go 
down to the area and understand the situation for themselves. It had been 
suggested that the existing building could have public toilets but this was no 
longer an option for ESRA and would just be a store. YR had suggested to the 
architect that perhaps building on to the single storey building that currently 
exists could be an option. The way forward currently is to have the original 
building, a gap and then the new building. No plans had currently been put 
forward. 
 
ESRA has made a commitment to have an open day for the public. 

 

   

5.0 MINUTES  

 YR asked for any comments regarding the minute of the meeting of 20 March 
2019.  YR and PT requested some minor changes to be made by the secretary. 
Subject to these changes the minute was then approved as an accurate record 
of fact having been proposed by DMcB and seconded by IG. 

 

   

6.0 POLICE MATTERS 
 
YR read out the following report received from PC Thomson who was unable to 
attend. 
 
39 calls in total consisting of: 
  
15 x Road traffic matters including 5 x fixed penalties (2 x speeding and 3 x no 
MOT's) and 1 x drink driver 

 



4 x Concern for persons 
1 x Domestic incident 
1 x Theft by house breaking 
1 x House breaking with intent to steal 
1 x Death 
1 x Disorder 
1 x Petrol drive off 
13 x Misc 
1 x medical matter 
  
 

   

7.0 THE BEACH  

7.1 Bollards 
The introduction of bollards had not gone down well in the community as no 
provision had been made for passing places.  
 

 

7.2 Tea hut facility etc 
YR 
YR had been considering the possibility of having a tea hut/building at the 
corner of the dip at the beach.  There is water to the greenkeeper’s shed and 
natural car parking available – although this would become an “aire” with 
bollards being able to move up and down. YR anticipated that teas, ice-cream 
etc could be sold from the hatch with the possibility of having crazy golf nearby. 
YR thought that this plan needs to go ahead and YR is looking at fundraising 
options.  
 
However, bins would be a significant problem in the area as campervans, 
paying £5 per night, would empty a week’s waste into the bins. If there were no 
bins then there would be no requirement for a bin lorry to visit the area. If the 
CC took lease of the area then the area could be “unadopted”. 
 
PT pointed out that collapsible bollards could be lowered when there was, for 
example, a community event. 
 
YR 
The lease of the proposed tea/food hut would provide an annual income for the 
Common Good. The party leasing would open the bollards. 
 
It was noted that BRIG wish to add pieces of equipment to the playpark. 
 
YR thought that the project would cost approximately £100k and that it would be 
a timber eco building at £560 per square metre. It would come designed to suit. 
 
 

 

 

 

8.0 PARKING 
Parking was becoming an issue in the town. JM mentioned possible parking in 
the old quarry site but it was full of water. 
 
YR 
If yellow lines were introduced throughout Dornoch then businesses would not 
survive. Castle Street is particularly bad. 
 
Members are to think about the situation for the next meeting. 

 



 

9.0 PUBLIC TOILETS  

 The Curlew Project would not include coach parking or a public toilet facility. 
However, the CC would pay £30k towards the cost of toilets in Curlew. 

 

   

10.0 UPDATES FROM YR 
 
YR provided the following updates: 

• Helen Ross has taken on the role of Ward Manager regarding the Golf 
Club 

• The community asset transfer for the tennis court is ongoing 

• The situation regarding the lease is that it has gone back to Chris 
Homes.  

• The AID committee is selling off land at market value. 
 
The community asset transfer of land to build social housing is to go ahead. All 
of the area is to be transferred. JMcG is to start the process.  
 
YR is to chase the income from the chalets which used to occupy an area at the 
beach some years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JMcG 

 

YR 

   

11.0  PATHWAYS  

 There was no new business.  

   

12.0 ROADS  

 The issue of rutted paving and white lining was brought up. The secretary is to 
email Joanne Sutherland about rutted paving and white lining from Stafford 
Road to Elizabeth Crescent. 
 
DMcB pointed out that four and six wheeler lorries were parking on Castle 
Street. Cones needed to be put in place especially outside Cocoa Mountain and 
for reasons of safety they should be placed on the pavement. 
 
The secretary was asked to send a thank you letter to the Dornoch Hotel for 
cutting back the hedges. 

LR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LR 

 

   

13.0 PLANNING  

 Notification had been received from planning regarding: 
 

• Flats north west of Stafford Court. There was no objection. 

• The yard belonging to Michael Banks. There was no objection. 
 
PT left the meeting at 8.55pm. 

 

   

14.0 FLOW COUNTRY WORLD HERITAGE SITE PROJECT (Joe Perry).  

 YR welcomed Joe Perry of the Flow Country World Heritage Project to the 
meeting. 
 
JP gave a presentation on the project of which some of the main points are: 

• There are two stages to the process of gaining World Heritage status. It 
has to be proved that you are the best in the UK. Once this has been 

 



achieved then UNESCO can be approached. An application is to go in 
during September 2019. 

• The project relates to the blanket bog habitat which is both the biggest 
and best in the world. JP is working with planning at the HC and SNH. 
JP is based with PT in Golspie. 

• As part of the consultation process there will be drop-in sessions in 
Caithness and Sutherland. 

• There would be an economic advantage to the status due to branding. 

• UNESCO would have no management control over the site but could 
remove the designation. 

 
YR 
YR asked what constituted flow country. JP said a wet peat bog. From a 
UNESCO perspective it stores carbon more efficiently than trees. We would 
most likely be a “gateway” to the site. YR saw the potential of an untapped 
market for eco tourists. If the space port were to go ahead there would be a 
need to develop the road. 
 
PM asked if the area supported much wildlife -JP stated that in terms of birdlife 
there were golden plovers, red throated divers, black throated divers and a hen 
harrier breeding group. 
 
YR asked if it would be helpful to get a letter of support from the CC following  
the period of consultation? JP replied, “yes”.  
 
It was also possible to go online to make individual comments. 
 
JP left the meeting at 9.20pm. 
 

   

15.0 LICENSING APPLICATIONS  

 Licensing applications had been received from the following: 
1. Balvraid Steading. The CC had no issue with the application. 
2. The Coach House. This application gave some concern and not just 

from local residents. YR had put in an objection to 3.00am opening.  The 
situation was exacerbated due to the lack of a police office. The owners 
had asked for a licence for an outside area but there is no outside area.  
A lot of concerns have been raised and lots of concerns have been 
submitted. It was noted that the CC did want the owners to develop their 
business. 
 

 

   

16.0 TREASURER’S REPORT  

 PM provided a detailed handout regarding the financial situation. It was noted 
that £4,691 was in the bank and all of it was CC money. 
 
YR reported that she has ordered double the amount of toiletries. The toilets are 
now re-opened and the cleaner is in situ. Invoices are sent to YR who forwards 
them to PM. 
 
JMcG stated that a small donation box is to be put in place for the community 
up keep of the toilets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JMcG 

   



17.0 CORRESPONDENCE  

 YR reported the following correspondence: 

• A Dornoch Trust letter to DACIC re the Curlew project. 

• Forms which are to be completed by YR and PM. 

• Gilchrist Square is to be closed from the 8-10 May 2019. 

• Information on community funding from Calor – this could be used for 
the proposed “tea hut”. 

• Re the cemetery - the CC is willing to pay another £5k from the common 
good for land. 

• YR had received an email from Duncan Allan regarding the development 
of housing and a business school. There would be a meeting regarding 
this towards the end of May. 

 

 

   

18.0 FUNDING APPLICATIONS  

 A request for funding application procedure had been received from the 
Clashmore Scottish Country Dancers. It was agreed that the group would have 
to make an application to the Beinn Tharsuinn fund. JM is to notify the group 
about the Beinn Tharsuinn fund. 
 

JM 

   

19.0 AOB  

19.1 CA 
Margaret Macleod had been in touch with CA regarding hog weed in the burn. It 
was decided that available members could meet up on the 8 May at 6pm to deal 
with the issue. Members should bring wellies and rakes. 
 

 

All 

13.2 HC scheme review 
YR is to complete the review. 
 

YR 

   

 The date of the next meeting is Wed, 15 May 2019  

 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.  

 


