
            

DRAFT MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING OF  

DORNOCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19 JUNE 2019 at 7.00pm     

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, DORNOCH 

 

 
 

 

Present 
Maggie Hope       
Graeme Ross  
David Macbeath 
Catherine MacAngus 
Patrick Murray 
Jim McGillivray, Cllr 
Richard Gale, Cllr 
Linda Robichaud (secretary) 
 
Visitors: from ESRA: Neil Dalton, Anthony Hope and Gareth.  
From School Farm project – D J Macleod 
 

1.0 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Yvonne Ross, Iain Grant and Jimmy Melville. 
It was noted that Mike Hook had resigned. It was decided that the council would 
continue as normal in the light of the resignation. This meant that the council 
would be down to eight members until the next election. 
 
GR took the chair in the absence of YR. 
 
YR is to be asked if she would like to thank MH or if the secretary should write a 
letter of thanks. 

 

   

2.0 POLICE MATTERS  

 No report had been forthcoming. 
 

 

   

3.0 MINUTES  

 YR asked for any comments regarding the minute of the meeting of 15 May 
2019. As no comments were forthcoming the minute was then approved as an 
accurate record of fact having been proposed by DMcB and seconded by CM. 
 
YR is to be contacted to see if she has any comments on the April 2019 minute. 

 

   

4.0 MATTERS ARISING  

4.1 Historylinks 
YR and Jerry Bishop are to meet next Wednesday to discuss matters. 
 

 

 

4.2 Bus markings 
It was noted that Joanne Sutherland is acting for Graeme Mackenzie due to his 
retirement. The bus markings are now a priority. 

 

   



4.3 Rights of way 
RG had been looking into the situation regarding the Pat Munro development 
and Sinclair Court. RG had spoken to the Fire Service. The Fire Service saw no 
problem accessing Sinclair Court. It is effectively a cul-de-sac with no 
requirement to have a through access.  

 

   

4.4 Railings at Golf Road 
The planning had been looked into and there was no issue. It was a non-
material change. However, this was not consistent with what DMacB had been 
told. RG had gone to the planners. 
 
RG pointed out that there would be review of delegatory powers in the Autumn. 
 
GR raised the issue of rights of way on non-adopted roads in the context of 
Sinclair Court. 
 
RG suggested that paths should be listed and sent to Matt Dent. Paths need to 
be mapped and put on record. 
 
  

 

 Visitors intending to attend the AGM arrived at 7.25pm  

   

4.5 Tennis court 
JMcG reported that there had been no breakthrough between the Highland 
Council and the management committee of the Golf Club. 

 

   

4.6 Caravan site 
The tenants of the caravan site have fulfilled the required conditions and are 
now lease owners. Phil and C Homes will meet with them to go through lease 
and dilapidations. 

 

   

4.7 Verge on Poles Road 
DMacB reported that the issue was ongoing. 

 

 

   

4.8 Loch An Treel 
DMacB reported that he had not yet heard back from the Forestry Commission.   
 
The meeting moved to a discussion regarding the possibility of asking planning 
to come in and update the CC as to what the CC can do regarding planning.   
RG said this formed part of the CC review i.e. raising the issue of planning 
consent when CC not taken into account. 
 
DMcB suggested that it would be good to have one point of contact for the CC. 

 

   

4.9 Signage 
DMacB reported that the situation regarding signage and Richard Gerring was 
ongoing. 
 

 

4.10 Leases (item 4.10 on minute of 15 May 2019) 

DMcB reported that the matter was ongoing. 
 

   

5.0 TREASURER’S REPORT  



 This had been covered earlier in the evening at the AGM.  

   

6.0 ESRA  

 The representatives of ESRA provided an update on their proposed new 
building. 
The main points included:  

• ESRA have outgrown their current space due to the increasing 
sophistication of available equipment. 

• They cannot continue to provide current service with current facilities. 

• Facilities for dealing with casualties is not sufficient e.g first aid.  

• The old part of the current facility is crumbling. 
 
ESRA then handed out plans demonstrating what ESRA believe is required. 
The plans included a much needed dedicated control room. A higher elevation 
is required in order to keep a visual on the boat. Launch time is critical and with 
the new plan there would be sufficient space for the boat and trailer allowing the 
boat to go straight out. There is an average of ten call outs per annum. 
 
PM pointed out that, on the downside, the proposed building was not visually 
attractive. 
 
GR asked the members for their opinions: 
 
DMacB was in agreement with the proposal but pointed out that sensitive 
cladding could be used. He appreciated that it would be inevitable that the view 
would be affected. 
 
MH abstained from comment as she declared an interest through Anthony 
Hope. 
 
CM was in agreement with the proposal. 
 
DMacB asked about the costs involved.  Last year the costs were about £300k. 
The build would most likely not take place until next year and involve an 
increase in the cost. ESRA are taking out a 99 year lease with the council. 
 
GR wished them well with their project and the ESRA representatives left the 
building at 8.08pm. Neil Dalton would keep the members up-to-date with 
matters. 
 

 

   

7.0 PATHWAYS  

 There was no business to discuss.  

   

8.0 ROADS  

 PM reported that the yellow boxes in the square did not specify for buses. 
 
JMcG had mentioned to Joan Bishop that car parking was a topic for the town 
centre plan. 
 
CM reported that there had been a request for a zebra crossing on Castle 
Street. 
 

 

 

 



9.0 PLANNING  

 JMcG would deal with planning matters. 
 
Ambassador House Development 
There had been a request for Ambassador House to be the first building in the 
project to be developed. JMcG will look into the sequence of the overall 
development. 
 
It was pointed out that Earl’s Cross Road was not fit to take all the development 
traffic. The junction with the station brae was unsuitable for an increased 
number of vehicles. The secretary is to send an email to Dafydd Jones about 
the matter. 

 

 

JMcG 

 

 

 

LR 

   

10.0 GLASGOW SCIENCE CENTRE  

 DMacB reported that the Glasgow Science Centre provided interesting displays 
for both young and old. DMacB thought that they may be good for such events 
as Festival Week, the Dornoch Show or the Highland Games. DMacB will pass 
the information around. Joan Bishop asked about charging money at the 
entrance. It was decided to ask for a donation rather than an entrance fee. It 
was also decided that: 

•  DMacB would ask Willie Hook about usage at the Highland Games 

• The CC would, only for the Highland Games, underwrite any shortfall for 
£500 following donations.  

 

   

11.0 SCHOOL FARM PROJECT  

  Visitor D J Macleod gave a brief summary of the School Farm Project.  DJM has 
a background in crofting and is on contract to the project for four months. He is 
looking at the feasibility of having a school farm and is currently putting a 
research paper together. The project will be a farm but it will also be a 
vocational resource. Growing plants and vegetables is almost able to be carried 
out now at the Burghfield (North Highland College). Livestock and land are 
required for the project. As well as being a school vocational farm it will also 
develop entrepreneurial skills. 
 
GR thanked DJM for his contribution and was invited to come back in August. 
His return was to be included in the next agenda. 
 
DJM left the meeting at 8.50pm. 

 

   

12.0  CORRESPONDENCE 
Any incoming correspondence had been dealt with as it arrived. 

 

   

13.0 AOB  

13.1 DMacB 
DMacB stated that he was impressed with the white lining which had made a 
big difference at Stafford Road/Elizabeth Crescent. 
 

 

 

13.2 JMcG  
JMcG stated that he would see Donna to find out how busy she is. 
 
 
 

 



13.3 MH 
MH requested that Judi Sutherland be thanked for putting up the minutes. The 
secretary would thank Judi. 

 

 

LR 

   

 The date of the next meeting is Wed, 21 August 2019  

 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.0pm.    

 


