
            

DRAFT MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING OF  

DORNOCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 28 August 2019 at 7.00pm     

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, DORNOCH 

 

 
 

 

Present 
Maggie Hope       
Graeme Ross  
David Macbeath 
Catherine MacAngus 
Jimmy Melville 
Jim McGillivray, Cllr 
Linda Robichaud (secretary) 
 
Visitors:  
Duncan Allan, resident and former community councillor 
Alison  Brown and Ms Dickens from housing development in the Square 
From School Farm project – D J Macleod 
 

1.0 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Patrick Murray and Iain Grant.  
 

 

   

2.0 VISITOR – DUNCAN ALLAN  

 Jim McG assisted DA in the points DA wished to put across. The main points 
were as follows: 
 

1. DA pointed out that there was a gap on the Castle Street paving which 
needed to be completed – could the CC pay for it or could a grant be 
found? Renovation money was then suggested.  

2. Could the cycle route from along the low road at Cuthill to Dornoch and 
on to Achinchanter to the white house at the top of the railway crossing 
be completed? YR thought it possible. 

3. Tree planting plan for the whole of Bishopfield and Allan Street - a 
survey had been conducted in 2011 and a 2011 plan exists. The Council 
Tree Officer is to be contacted.  It was also pointed out that the trees in 
the Cathedral Green are becoming too big for the area. JMcG is to 
contact re Mr Richards. The planning application for Allan Gardens is to 
be checked. 

4. DA requested that the Dornoch Square should not be “interfered with”. 
YR stated that a document had been sent about the town centre plan. 

5. Congestion at Church Street corner – there is no easy answer to this 
issue. YR pointed out that the garage was not solely to blame as the 
garage had removed cars only to find three campervans parked the 
following morning. The parking cones on Stafford Road had worked. YR 
suggested that the CC take on the corner as grass had grown in an 
inaccessible area. 

6. DA requested that there should be no further building on common land. 
DA strongly felt that there should be a restitution of five burghs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JMcG 



DA left the meeting at 7.14pm 

   

3.0 VISITORS – ALISON BROWN and Ms DICKSON (from housing 
development in Dornoch Square) 

 

 Alison began by stating that the residents wished to develop the area in front of 
their property. This was the responsibility of the developers but the developers 
had now gone out of business. The residents have already done some work but 
the bench now needs to be revarnished.   
 
YR pointed out that the CC had been against the development being built and 
at the time had made it clear that the CC would not contribute to it. Two years 
after the development had been built there had been complaints about 
overgrowth. It had been the responsibility of those who had obtained the 
planning permission to send people out. The CC had been against the planting 
area. Flowers and Fairs would say that they are at capacity and would therefore 
not be able to assist. 
 
AB pointed out that they look after their side of the wall. The trees now need to 
be pruned. YR said that the CC would take down the Christmas lights. As far as 
AB knows the residents do not own the land in front. AB has formed a group 
and they would like to know how long the responsibility of the developers 
extended. JMcG is to email the legal department regarding the matter. The 
architects involved in the project were Main and McCook. AB is happy to co-
operate. The CC will investigate and get back to AB.  
 
YR suggested that perhaps one option would be to apply to the common good 
for work relating to the trees and bushes but that would not be an ongoing cost. 
 
AB pointed out another issue which related to the harling. Some residents 
would like to change it to white but other residents are not sympathetic to the 
idea. YR is to have a look.  
 
JMcG pointed out that the project would involve an application to the council 
planning. JMcG will get back to AB regarding this. 
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 AB and Ms Dickens left the meeting at 7.40pm.  

   

4.0 VISITOR – DJ MACLEOD FROM THE SCHOOL FARM PROJECT  

 DJ began by stating that he was coming to the end of his feasibility study to 
present to his management committee. Following a survey of farmers in the 
area it was felt that the project must include livestock. An area of land had not 
yet been confirmed for the project. DADCA hold land behind the Meadows 
where Sally Wild keeps livestock. DADCA hold the lease for this area (Glebe 
Field) from the Royal Dornoch Golf Club. However, both the Golf Club and SW 
are sympathetic to the project. 
 
JMcG is to see Phil Tomalin to check the details of the lease. 
 
The project would cost about £250,000 with sheep being kept initially along with 
crops in conjunction with North Highland College. 
 
JMcG suggested that 11 hectares at Embo Links could be an option. 
 
The secretary is to write a letter of support for the project. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JMcG 

 

 

 

 

 

LR 



The CC is to look into the logistics of the land and what would satisfy potential 
funders. An answer to the lease is to be given at the next DADCA meeting 
which is held on the second Monday of the month.  
 

 DJ left the meeting  

5.0 POLICE MATTERS  

 PC Morrison was unable to attend but had supplied a report which covered from  
19 June 2019 to 27 Aug 2018. YR read out the report. 
 
Animals - 19 incidents 
Disorder - 13 
Domestic incidents - 5 
Road Accidents - 10 
Road Traffic Matters - 9 
Sudden Deaths - 2 + 1 fatal RTC 
Advice - 7 
Theft - 3 
Mental Health - 3 
Firearm Incidents - 2 
Concern for Persons - 6 
 
Regarding parking – it was felt that the Dornoch Hotel should be more 
accountable but the CC has no recourse.  
 
If yellow lines are put in place they cannot be taken away. 
 
DMcB pointed out that that cars are constantly blocking wheelchair access at 
the Meadows home. 
 
YR acknowledged that the parking situation was “horrendous” but we cannot 
physically do anything about the situation.  We need to cope for 3-4 months of 
the year for the sake of local businesses in the wintertime. 
 
YR is to buy cones and recharge the council. The cones will be used at Cocoa 
Mountain and at the Masonic Lodge. 
 
JMcG said that the council will cut the trees at the front of Craigroyston. 

 

   

6.0 MINUTES  

 YR asked for any comments regarding the minute of the meeting of 19 June 
2019. As no comments were forthcoming the minute was then approved as an 
accurate record of fact having been proposed by Graeme Ross and seconded 
by Catherine MacAngus.  
 

 

   

7.0 MATTERS ARISING  

 There were no matters arising.   

   

8.0 TREASURER’S REPORT  

 PM had circulated the customary breakdown of the financial situation prior to 
the meeting. PM is currently looking into the situation regarding interest on the 

 



Common Good fund and the Council. PM had asked that approval be given for 
signage. The signage was approved. 
 

   

9.0 PATHWAYS  

9.1 Wooden bridge  
JM reported that the kerb opposite the road leading to the wooden bridge at 
Dune House needed to be repaired. CM will put the request through Service 
Point. 
 

 

CM 

9.2 Dornoch Cemetery at Golf Road 
JM reported the gates to the cemetery needed to be looked at and asked if the 
Free Church was responsible for upkeep. YR stated that we could apply to the 
common good fund to get them sandblasted.  
 
JMcG is to mention the situation to Duncan Macleod. 
 

 

 

JMcG 

9.3 Damage from the Agricultural Show 
DMcB reported that on River Street, before the small concrete bridge, the tar 
was breaking due to damage from the Agricultural Show. 
 
YR suggested that a “safety pot” should be set up to cover such repairs. 
 
At this point the toilet money from the beach toilets was received from JMcG. 
 

 

9.4 White lines and sign 
DMcB reported that white lining was required on Station Road and that the 
“welcome” sign to Dornoch was not in good condition. 

 

   

10.0 ROADS  

 There was no discussion under this topic.  

   

11.0 PLANNING  

11.1 Ambassador House Development 
CM is to email Gillian Pearson regarding the views of the CC on the 
development. This included a request for Ambassador House to be the first 
building in the project to be developed and that the buildings do not encroach 
over residential property. The access traffic is to be split between Earl’s Cross 
Road and Elizabeth Crescent. 
 

 

 

CM 

11.2 ESRA and beach area  

 Maggie Hope declared an interest.  
 
YR questioned why ESRA required a two-storey building as the RNLI in 
Lochinver had a much smaller building.  
 
When YR attended an onsite presentation it was apparent that it was a 
substantial building which would block out the west view and of which she was 
not in favour.  
 
It was then mentioned that every morning and evening checks were being 
carried out by YR and JMcG regarding misuse of parking by campervans. To 

 



have a sign saying “no overnight parking” is illegal. There is now, however, a 
sign with a cross through a motorhome symbol along with no fires etc. 
 
Logs with metal pins had been used in the construction of a deterrent for 
motorhomes. The money for the materials had come from the common good 
fund. 
 
YR has asked PT in the past for a lease from the beach car park all the way 
back. 
 
A request had been made regarding the possibility of having a food stall at the 
beach. This would require a lease etc and would have to go to a community 
consultation. 
 
Phil has provided a map of the area and the CC is to call a separate meeting for 
11 September to discuss boundaries and beach car parking. 
 
 

11.3 Planning for new Golf Club House 
The Golf Club have changed the end wall. The CC has no issues with the 
planning and CM with inform the planning department as such. 
 
GR believed that old CDs containing information relating to the old Dornoch 
Town Council contained specific reference to the tennis courts. The tennis 
courts would have to move with the advent of the new Golf Clubhouse. The 
tennis court situation cannot move forward until the planning has been resolved. 
 
YR 
The Golf Club cannot build a new clubhouse without taking a new lease. The 
whole lease now needs to be considered. Chris Homes is carrying out a 
valuation. If a lease is given it would be reviewed every five years. 

 

 

CM 

   

11.4 Cemetery 
Fifty-five new lairs are to be opened. A plan had been supplied which showed 
some lairs lying outside straight rows. It was decided that all lairs should be kept 
in straight lines out of respect. JMcG is to look into the situation. 
 

 

JMcG 

   

12.0 FUNDING APPLICATIONS  

  No applications had been received.  

   

13.0  CORRESPONDENCE 
An email had been received regarding the situation of the public skips at the 
Meadows. The situation relating to the future of this facility was currently under 
discussion. It was decided that the secretary should contact Andy Summers 
requesting that the CC would like to see the skips remain open as there was 
already tipping in the area. This included tipping at the Dornoch bonfire. If there 
are no skips the situation will deteriorate. JMcG pointed out that the skips are 
well used by the local community. 

 

 

 

LR 

   

14.0 AOB  

14.1 CM  

 



CM reported that she had received a letter with a cheque enclosed for £400 
towards a defibrillator. A lady from Newmacher had raised the money. The 
cheque is to be given to Paddy. It was felt that we could offer to take over a 
telephone box in which to house it. A power supply was also needed. An extra 
£600 to make up the balance required for the purchase would come from the 
CC. YR is to apply to the Common Good fund. CM is to generate a thank you 
letter and provide a copy to the secretary. 

 

CM 

14.2 Prices were now required for the Dornoch “Way in” sign. GR suggested a 
bilingual sign saying “Welcome to the Royal Burgh of Dornoch”. 
 

 

14.3 MH 
MH had been approached with requests for the following: 
 

• The situation regarding the skips at the Meadows 

• The registration number of the Dornoch Trust which was needed by the 
accountants Mackay and Co 

• An explanation as to why here are no CC meetings in July 

 

14.4 YR 
The year end accounts were confirmed as being approved. This was proposed 
by CM and seconded by DMcB. 
 

 

 The date of the next meeting is Wed, 18 September 2019  

 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.    

 


