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William Hamilton - The Embo Trust 

Having overcome a serious illness at a young age which very nearly cost him his life William 
has always put others before himself.  

In the last year William has gone above and beyond in serving the community of Embo, in 
particular in his role with the Embo Trust and the operation of the Community Shop. He 
was out in all weather's, making sure the elderly and vulnerable had the essentials they 
needed. He was helping organise rotas, stocking the shop, dealing with suppliers, 
communicating via social media, organising pensioners’ Christmas Hampers, gifts for kids 
and many other things.  

Previous to this William was instrumental in the early success of the Community Shop, he is 
very involved with the football club and has served on the Dornoch Community Council. 
William also raises funds for a cause very close to his heart, MacMillan Nurses and the 
Beatson Cancer Charity. Every year without fail, William holds coffee mornings, sales of 
works, raffles and other fundraising efforts for these great causes, and has raised many 
thousands of pounds over the years.  

William is the epitome of what community help is all about. He is a throwback to the old 
Embo way, a way of always putting others before himself, in everything he does! 

Willie Fraser - Dornoch Pipe Band 

William J Fraser is a lifelong resident of Embo who joined Dornoch Pipe Band in 1966 at the 
age of 12.  

For the next decade his piping skills developed and at the age of 24 was appointed Pipe 
Major, a position he has retained for the last 43 years - making him one of the longest 
serving Pipe Majors in Scotland, if not the World!  

To maintain the band’s high ranking, endless amounts of practice is required both at home 
and at band practice nights during the winter months in Invergordon, all led by Willie. And 
come rain or sun Willie has been leading the band on their regular Saturday evening 
parade in Dornoch square in the summer months for decades now. 

The majority of current band members have been taught by Willie and he has also been 
responsible for teaching many excellent pipers now resident outside Dornoch.  

Willie’s credentials as a piper speak for themselves and he is also a well known and popular 
figure around Dornoch and Embo. 

Marian Swanson - St Finnbarr’s Charity Shop 

Marian has worked tirelessly for more than 15 years generating funds for good causes 
through the St Finbarr’s Charity shop, which every year distributes its surpluses to charities 
and other voluntary groups, both in and around Dornoch and further afield. In 2019 these 
donations totalled over £16,000. 

Her volunteering involves not only working in the shop itself, but collecting donated items, 
storing them in her garage, vetting them and preparing them for sale. As if that wasn’t 
enough she is also the face of the Charity shop on their stall at the Community Markets on 
the Cathedral Green and also sells selected donated items online on behalf of the Charity 
shop to further swell their funds. 

In her ‘spare’ time, pre-Covid Marian ran a weekly coffee morning in the Dornoch Social 
Club and was also collecting donations for the foodbank in Tain long before the pandemic 
started .  

She is a good friend to many and an inspiration to all who are fortunate enough to come 
into contact with her. 


