
Good Morning, 

 

The following is in response to Dornoch Community Council’s Facebook page. 

 

Whilst I condemn the vandalism carried out to the campervans in Dornoch, there is always 

another side to the story. 

 

DACC states that “Dornoch welcomes ALL responsible tourists”. Responsible tourists appear to 

be less common of late and I wonder just how universal that welcome is? 

 

I for one do NOT welcome old campervans abandoned for nearly a week in Proncynain 

cemetery parking area. A piece of cardboard in the rear window with “Highland Resident” 

scrawled on it does not, in my view, fall into the category of responsible tourism. 

 

Certainly the dumping of fast food takeaway boxes, bottles, beer cans and other litter in the 

cemetery parking area and in my hedge is hardly responsible. Perhaps the least responsible act 

is the all too frequent casual urination in my hedge and, on occasion, in the cemetery itself. 

 

There are many folk in Dornoch who derive neither financial nor social benefits from tourism 

and DACC should bear in mind that not all of us worship at the altar of the NC500. 

 

Regards 

 

David Hill 

Stoneybank House 

Poles Road 

Dornoch 

 

 Morning Paddy, 

 

As promised, herewith some thoughts! 

 

The caravan parks may well be against free/subsidised facilities however I cannot see how this 

will adversely affect them. Surely no one, having paid to stay on site, will hump their chemical 

toilet waste off site to a free disposal point will they? 

If the campsites are adamant in their objections they need to step up to the plate and offer 

disposal facilities to “wild campers” at a reasonable price. They then must widely advertise and 

signpost their facilities properly. 

 

A campervan, arriving in Dornoch late afternoon/early evening has to carefully negotiate the 



town and approach the beach caravan park along the narrow section of Beach road. 

Unfortunately there is a “site full” sign at the entrance. What do they do? They drive along 

towards the beach, find a spot and park up for the night. However, if there were signs well 

before arriving in town telling them the park is full and there is no overnight parking, they might 

well motor on. I am not suggesting huge neon signs! Just reasonably sized, easily seen signage 

somewhere along Poles Road and Evelix Road. 

 

I do like the idea of an hourly parking charge for non residents. Other places charge for parking 

so why can’t we? 

 

I think a bye-law prohibiting overnight parking is long overdue. Please don’t restrict it to the 

beach and loch Fleet! All that is likely to do is turn the cemetery parking area into a campsite! I 

could make your hair curl recounting some of the activities that we have seen in the cemetery 

and in the parking area.  Phoning the police and the council has no effect whatsoever - it 

doesn’t matter what the activity is. Rarely do they come out to investigate and if they do the 

offenders have long gone. There used to be a “No overnight parking” sign on the cemetery wall 

but it was removed apparently after a Yorkshire man took legal action to ban such signs 

everywhere. 

 

I don’t think that an annual charge for vehicles coming to the highlands will fly. 

I think the infrastructure and logistics will be difficult and costly. The problem with an annual 

charge is that it penalises some poor soul coming up here just the once say for granny’s funeral! 

 

If you look around, a great many of the campervans we see are hired so many of the “wild 

campers” we have had to suffer this year may well revert to their preferred holiday destinations 

on the Costa del Plonk next summer. Let’s face it we cannot guarantee wall to wall sunshine and 

cheap Sangria! 

 

I honestly don’t think that there is a realistic chance of stopping all of this mindless behaviour. A 

friend witnessed a campervan emptying its chemical toilet waste over the crash barrier in  a lay 

by on the A9 near Kingussie. We surely do not want to encourage their kind to visit Dornoch. 

We drove along the north side of loch Fleet yesterday, a French campervan was parked parallel 

to the shore taking up a large part of one of the viewing spots and looked to be there for the 

duration. 

Other vehicles were parked in several of the passing places, one had even set up their camping 

stove and was cooking up their meal! As a society we seem to be becoming more and more 

selfish. “I must do whatever I want never mind anybody else” seems to be the new mantra! 

 

We have friends In Newtonmore with a campervan who have not used it at all this year for fear 

of being tarred with the same brush as the mindless ones! They would dearly have loved to 

come to Dornoch beach for a change of scene. 



 

Dornoch has enjoyed welcoming visitors for many years and we hope will continue to do so but 

I feel we must ALL try to pull together as a community and let visitors see that we welcome 

them to come and share this beautiful place but we are not prepared to accept the mindless 

behaviour of the minority who will ruin it for us all if we allow this behaviour to continue. The 

danger is that decent folk will not want to visit at all. We have seen ourselves, when visiting 

friends and family in Cheshire and Yorkshire, that once the rot sets in a place can rapidly 

deteriorate and can lose its attraction for all visitors. 

 

I know it can seem like trying to herd cats but DACC must try and unite us all to protect our 

beautiful environment for all to enjoy, residents and visitors alike. 

 

 

Sorry this is a bit long winded but I hope this helps. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Dave 


